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Aloha From Paradise
The last time I was in Hawaii was when I was fresh out of high 
school. My parents had bribed me to successfully graduate with a 
once in a lifetime trip to Honolulu for a friend and myself. I had 
traveled a bit before, but this was my first big trip with no adult 
supervision. I remember exploring Oahu and being fascinated by 
the culture and beauty found on the island.  We stayed in a basic 
hotel in Waikiki and did the obligatory tourist excursions. For a 
first time visitor of 18 years old, that was exciting. Flash forward 
15 years to my return trip to the Hawaiian Islands where I now 
was a more seasoned traveler and explorer, and when staying put 
on one island, in one hotel, would just not be sufficient to satisfy 
my traveling needs. 

UN-CRUISE HAWAII

Having had taken a Un-Cruise Adventure in Alaska last year, I 
knew they would be the right partner to indulge my Hawaiian 
curiosities. The company prides itself in offering a different type 
of cruising option for those who just want some more personal 
attention on a cruise, as well as for those who don’t want to be 
stuck on a massive ship with thousands of other guests. The 

Hawaii Un-Cruise I opted for was a 7 night outdoor adventure 
based, 36-passenger luxury yacht cruise, something radically 
different from the larger cruise ships. 

I flew in from Los Angeles and landed at Honolulu Airport where 
I quickly made my way through security once more to board a 
small regional jet that would take me to the Kona Airport on 
the Big Island. From the airport, I transferred over to the Hilton 
Waikoloa Village, a massive resort property with everything you 
could ever need or want, readily available to you. Two separate 
shopping malls, a dolphin sanctuary, and some of the most killer 
views of the ocean waters. Looking back now, I wish I would have 
opted to stay an additional night so I could thoroughly enjoy all 
the resort had to offer. I did make the time to walk from one end 
of the property to the other, passing an amazing art collection, 
where I found a beautiful big Buddha statue, perfectly placed on 
a hill with places to sit, overlooking the resort. 

When I boarded the yacht, I literally dropped my bags and hugged 
a familiar face. The awesome thing about Un-Cruise is that they 
are a smaller company, and employees often work multiple 
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“Hawaii is one of those places that we 
often take for granted. We know it’s 
there, and we visit parts of it, but we 
often don’t take the time to dig deeper 
and explore everything the stunning 
islands have to offer.”
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Aloha From Paradise
destinations in one year. Seeing Darcy, one of the amazing crew 
from my Alaska cruise, ensured me I was in for a treat! The best 
part was, she knew exactly who I was and welcomed me on board, 
making me automatically feel special. To my surprise, Darcy 
wasn’t the only familiar face. Lisa, another steward from Alaska 
was also there to keep me laughing and entertain me, as well as 
Paul, the wellness instructor who kept me wanting more massages 
on the last cruise. Paul was really a highlight to see because the 
fact that the small yacht offers yoga and massages on board is 
impressive. Also, he’s not too bad to look at. Waking up early to 
start the day with a little yoga while watching the sunrise and see 
some whales breech was beyond anything I could ever imagine. 
It’s an energizing way to start each day while on the cruise. 

The beauty of this particular cruise was that we were taken off the 
normal beaten path of Hawaii tourism, and although we enjoyed 
the Big Island and Maui, two stops on the cruise, the highlights 
during the week were Lanai and Molokai. These two islands are 
not as well known to most tourists and don’t receive the same 
amount of foot traffic that it’s neighboring islands do. We spent 
the days snorkeling, kayaking, swimming and eating. The amount 

of food on board was unreal. The same goes for the open premium 
bar! This particular cruise offered all the alcohol you could drink 
or want, and the handsome bartender Chris from Seattle was 
happy to have you taste his daily creations. Being on such a small 
ship was an experience within an experience. Sharing amazing 
moments with people who are strangers on day one, but end up 
being friends by day three is a wonderful feeling. We took hikes, 
did some night snorkeling and cruised around the islands in 
style. It was another win in my travel books for Un-Cruise. I can 
officially say I am now an un-cruiser. Very much looking forward 
to my next cruise with them and hoping to see more familiar faces 
the next time I step on board.

photos courtesy David Duran
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THE MODERN HONOLULU

After 7 luxurious nights out on the waters with Un-Cruise, I opted to 
extend my trip a bit and fly over to Honolulu for a second go around. 
It had been 15 years, and it was time for me to head back. The only 
difference was that this time, I wasn’t going to stay in basic hotel, I was 
ready for a major upgrade, and when I found The Modern, I knew I 
had selected correctly. The name of the hotel pretty much describes it. 
Walking in, the reception desk was adorned with remnants of broke 
surfboards, signed by some of the greatest. The lobby bar, separated 
by a moving bookcase, welcomes guests into a chill out spot, where 
they can work or just hang out.  

The only thing basic about this 
hotel was it’s basic white interior 
and décor. It provided a calming 
atmosphere in the guest rooms 
and allowed the views and small 
accents of color within the room 
really stand out. I spent my days 
by the pool, sipping on one of the 
greatest drinks known to mankind, 
a frozen mojito. Seriously, have 

you ever had a frozen mojito? Amazing. In the evenings, there was no 
need to leave the hotel as one of the top restaurants in the country in 
addition to the hottest nightclub in Honolulu, are both on property. 
The Modern is home to Morimoto Waikiki by Executive Chef – Iron 
Chef  –  Masaharu Morimoto. This once in a lifetime culinary 
experience is what foodies live for, and having it located within 
your hotel, ensures you a reservation. After dinner, ADDICTION 
Nightclub, accessible via the lobby, is the place to be. Waikiki basically 
shuts down and lines up to get into this place. Again, hotel guests are 
privy to a better spot in line, just be nice and ask when checking in!
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photos courtesy Grand Wailea, A Waldorf Astoria Resort
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MAUI GRAND WAILEA, 
A Waldorf Astoria Resort

I ended the Hawaiian adventures with a return to 
Maui. The day we sent on the island and sailing by it 
on the Un-Cruise was enough to get me to want to fly 
back over. After all the partying in Honolulu, a little 
relaxation and pampering was in order, and what better 
place to do so than at a Waldorf Astoria property. The 
Spa Grande at the property is often voted as one of 
the best in the country and definitely considered the 
best in Hawaii. The 50,000 square foot spa is worth 
the flight over, even if just to spend the day within this 
hydrotherapy experience. I had a personal attendant 
give me a body scrub prior to my treatment and then 
spent a few hours soaking in different salt baths as well 
as trying out all the different water therapies. 

The remainder of my time was spent lying by the many 
pools, drinking champagne and reminiscing about the 
entire trip spent discovering the Hawaiian Islands. The 
resort is massive, so there was absolutely no need to 
leave it. While walking by one of the pools, I noticed 
a kiosk type jewelry shop, but what I saw standing 
behind the table was yet again, another familiar face. 
This time, it was Jamie, a friend from high school that 
I hadn’t seen, well, since high school. I knew she had a 
successful jewelry store in Maui, Sophie Grace Maui, 
but had no idea of the second location at the Wailea. It 
was lovely seeing someone I knew, living the dream in 
Hawaii while also being extremely successful. Sophie 
Grace Maui has been featured in several publications 
as a must see while on the island, but what makes it so 
unique, especially at the Grand Wailea, is that guests 
can create their own jewelry, and have it made on the 
spot. It’s like a custom jewelry bar that has become a big 
hit with locals and visitors, and Jamie was behind it all. 

Hawaii is one of those places that we often take for 
granted. We know it’s there, and we visit parts of it, but 
we often don’t take the time to dig deeper and explore 
everything the stunning islands have to offer. Meeting 
Auntie Snookie on the island of Molokai, and learning 
about her culture and people, while eating the famous 
local bread, was a once in a lifetime experience, and I 
would have never known about it had it not been for 
my Un-Cruise. Discovering my latest favorite poolside 
drink and then splurging at a top restaurant was also 
something I never planned, but made happen. And 
lastly, taking a little time out for luxury and learning 
all about hydrotherapy while at one of the most scenic 
resorts in the world was something that has changed 
me. I’ve fallen in love with Hawaii and my return 
couldn’t come soon enough. Luckily, I’ve already 
booked my trip!


