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SURREY

BY BENJAMIN YONG

From light industry to medical 
innovation to clean technology, 
Surrey is ushering in a new era of 

economic development by attracting all types 
of business, and it’s quickly living up to its tag 
line, “�e Future Lives Here.” 

Once ranked low on the Metro Vancouver 
food chain, the city is poised to match 
Vancouver in both population and possibly 
popularity in a couple of decades, thanks to 
the leadership of Mayor Dianne Watts and her 
team, which now reside in a brand new, $97 
million city hall located in downtown Surrey.

Councillor Bruce Hayne sits in his o�ce 
overlooking City Centre — the area still 
known to many as the much stigmatized 
Whalley — in late February, having moved 
a couple of weeks prior. As part of his duties 
as one of Watts’ inner circle, he sits as the 
chair of the Investment and Innovation 
Committee, which advises council on issues 
like investment opportunities. To this end, 
he helped oversee the Campbell Heights 
North business park in southeast Surrey 
that has been a work-in-progress since 2006 
and is envisioned to take another 10 years to 
complete.

“It’s a �ve-phase business park of pre-
serviced industrial land. Phase one and two 
are sold out and we’re currently selling phase 
three. In total, Campbell Heights represents 
about 245 acres,” says Hayne.

“�ere are already about 50 or 60 or so 
businesses operating in the park.”

Popular for companies that need a larger 
footprint for manufacturing, some of its 
inhabitants are well-known like Surrey-
based Van Gogh Designs, which specializes 
in designer furniture, while others are more 
commercial-based enterprises such as CB 
Supplies, which distributes plumbing and 
geothermal products. 

Hayne says the development is particularly 
attractive because of its proximity to one of 

the busiest US border crossings in the 
country (at 176 Street), the new South 
Fraser Perimeter Road, as well as the 
Deltaport terminal and South Fraser 
Docks.

“It’s clear that it’s bringing 
investment into the community and 
good paying jobs into the community. 
It really is a huge asset to the city,” he 
says.

Hayne adds that Campbell Heights 
represents only one aspect of a three-
pronged approach for growing Surrey’s 

prominence on the map. �ere is a heavy 
focus right now on health, with much of the 
work taking place within a one-kilometre 
stretch of infrastructure dubbed “Innovation 
Boulevard.” 

Situated between Simon Fraser University 
and Surrey Memorial Hospital, the 
two �anking organizations have joined 
together with other partners, including the 
University of British Columbia and Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University, to come up with 
ways to improve and advance the health care 
system and attract top minds in the �eld. 

Hayne says it also aims to grow new 
companies in the health sector, and is already 
attracting young startups by providing a 
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well-established incubating space. Examples 
include MetaOptima, a company that 
produces a camera for smartphones, helping 
detect and prevent skin cancer; and MobiSafe, 
which has a patent pending for a foam airbag 
system for wheelchairs.

“A big part of it is not just doing research 
for research’s sake. It’s doing research for the 
purpose of being able to take products to the 
market.”

Much in the same way the city approached 
Innovation Boulevard a little over a year ago, 
things are just getting underway for the other 
big economic development piece: clean tech. 

Surrey is currently in partnership with 
BC Hydro subsidiary Powertech (a company 
that consults on clean energy and performs 
independent testing) to recruit an industry 
chair to drive the sector forward. A base of 
operations has yet to be found but there is “no 
question” that the commercial component of 
the project will end up in Campbell Heights. 

“As soon as some of the research is done, 
some of these companies are going to want to 
get out of the lab and into production. And 
they’re going to need space.”

While still in the early stages, evidence of 
clean energy — generally de�ned as coming 
from naturally replenished sources — can 
already be found at city hall, which uses a 
geothermal �eld to heat the 180,000-square-

foot building. Heat pumps extract and 
recirculate energy stored in the ground, a 
technique considered much more e�cient 
than conventional setups, provided there is a 
high population density. 

Hayne says this will provide heating for 
future commercial and residential towers 
surrounding the area, and the city is already 
looking at developing other nodes in the area.

�ere are other ideas in the cards, too, like 
addressing the tremendous power consumed 
by transportation and day-to-day activities 

of buildings through smart retro�ts such as 
swapping out traditional light bulbs with LED 
varieties, and taking advantage of solar power.

“�ese are all a big part of the clean energy 
cluster,” says Hayne.

Regardless of the project Surrey decides 
to tackle next, it is clear that the place once 
known as a bedroom community to other 
communities, is making the right strides to 
becoming a major destination.

“We’re designated to become a second 
metropolitan core to Vancouver.” 

Dr. Ryan D’Arcy is head of Health Sciences and Innovation for Surrey Memorial Hospital, and the chair of 
healthcare innovation at Simon Fraser University.
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