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Paramount Boutique A fashion destination for women who want to express their unique, classy style. 
249 Second Avenue South   Ph: 242-5655

Jazz up your style for Summer!
Bring in your Jazz Festival ticket stub or 
this ad and receive 20% off your purchase!*

*On regular priced product, one coupon per customer, expires July 3, 2012.

Questlove has slow-
jammed with President 
Barack Obama, has ap-
peared in skits with com-
edian Dave Chappelle, and 
has produced songs for Jay-
Z and Common.

Aside from pioneering 
Grammy-Award-winning 
jazz hip-hop band The 
Roots as a drummer in 
Philadelphia, Questlove 
is a respected DJ, produ-
cer and music journalist. 
He and Tariq Trotter formed 
The Roots — known then as 
the Square Roots — in 1987, 
helping to cultivate the new 
genre of neo soul. 

Questlove, whose real 
name is Ahmir Khalib 
Thompson, has found equal 
success in film. He is in Spike 

Lee films and the recent Tribe 
Called Quest documentary 
Beats Rhymes and Life, but 
it’s little known that Thomp-

son is also a comedic genius. 
A former actor and musical 

director of Chappelle’s Show, 
he credits Chappelle and his 
partner Neil Brennan for set-
ting The Roots up with talk 
show host Jimmy Fallon. 

“Neil Brennan recom-
mended that The Roots be the 

house band for the Fallon show. 
Brennan is the one that put it 
together,” said Thompson.

Following Obama’s music-

al sketch appearance on Late 
Night in April, the president 
dubbed The Roots the White 
House’s official band. An 
Obama supporter, Thompson 
said that rocking out with one 
of the world’s most important 
men was intimidating.

“He was cooler than a 

fan. We were all nervous — 
crossing our ‘t’s’ and dotting 
our ‘i’s’ while rehearsing. He 
walked in a like a pro and 

goes ‘all right, let’s do it.’ 
And he did it perfectly. 
I was like ‘Oh my God, 
what’s your secret?’ And 
he’s like ‘I work great 
under pressure.’”

This is the second 
time in three years The 
Roots have played Jazz 
Festival.

“Last time we came, 
that was a monumental 
show. I’m really excited,” 
said Thompson.

DORIAN 
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Musical  hub

Musicians at 
home in 
Saskatoon
Saskatoon’s musical vitality 
can be credited largely to 
the colourful musicians that 
make up the cultural fabric 
of the city’s music scene. 

Musicians like Joni Mitch-
ell, Wide Mouth Mason and 
the Sheepdogs have played 
an integral role in main-
taining Saskatoon’s reputa-
tion as an appealing centre to 
base oneself as a musician. 

Charles Taylor, an ac-
complished funk bassist from 
Chicago, moved to Saskatoon 
in 2001. He thinks premier 
events like the Sasktel Sas-
katchewan Jazz Festival and 
the 2007 Juno Awards have 
been key in the evolution of 
Saskatoon’s music scene. 

“The Junos helped put 
Saskatoon — especially 
Broadway — on the map,” 
said Taylor, who is a former 
church minister.

Taylor pioneered the Lord 
F.U.N.K. collective and he is 
the nephew of regaled blues 
songstress Koko Taylor, an 
important figure in the blues 
movement who influenced 
artists like Janis Joplin. Taylor 
has been offered the chance 
to drum with The Rolling 
Stones and his daughter has 
sung backup for R. Kelly. 

Gregory Edmunds, 52, is 
yet another artist who has 
found musical bliss in Saska-
toon. A skilled saxophonist 
of many genres, Edmunds 
is from Pittsburgh, and 
has been here since 1992. 
Although Edmunds agreed 
that Jazz Festival has helped 
build Saskatoon’s scene, he 
was adamant that musicians 
are the fabric of the city’s 
musical domain. 

“It’s the musicians that 
make this scene ... There’s a 

flavour up here that I love. 
Saskatoon and the province 
support arts. They’re very 
appreciative of their artists 
here,” said Edmunds.

Saskatoon is a curious 
choice for an elite artist like 
Taylor who is from Chicago, 
a city known for its blues 
scene. Despite some obvious 
discrepancies, Taylor doesn’t 
think that the cities are all 
that different.

“Chicago is a great blues 
city and Saskatoon is a big 
multicultural city. You have 
every genre here. To me, 
Saskatoon has grown to be a 
little mini-Chicago,” he said.

“There is a pretty deadly 
arts scene here. There are so 
many wonderful artists that 
come up here and it’s indica-
tive of Saskatoon’s scene.” 

Edmunds said Saskatoon’s 
central location was integral 
in his decision to base him-
self here. 

“Saskatoon’s located in 
the Midwest. There are tons 
of venues here and I can go to 
Edmonton, Calgary or Win-
nipeg. This is the real deal.  

Theo Brown, who 
sometimes plays drums with 
Taylor and Edmunds, and 
local bands Lost Boys and Sly 
Business, is another musi-
cian who has been drawn 
in by the musical allure of 
Saskatoon. From Philadel-
phia, Brown has always been 
astonished at the degree of 
talent in Saskatoon. 

“There are amazing guitar 
players out of the city here. 
On any given night on Broad-
way now at this point, you 
can see a level of musician-
ship that is on par with the 
U.S.,” said Brown. 
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 July 1.  
Bessborough Gardens

 July 1,  
The Odeon

QUESTLOVE
‘Rooted’ in popular culture

 June 30,  
Friendship Park


