
july 2013 / 38 / parenting.com

TO
P:

 P
au

l 
K

li
n

e 
 R

ig
h

T:
 h

u
lT

O
n

 a
R

c
h

iv
e/

g
eT

Ty
 im

ag
es

  s
O

u
R

c
e 

fO
R

 T
O

u
c

h
sc

R
ee

n
 s

Tu
d

y:
 T

h
e 

m
ic

h
ae

l 
c

O
h

en
 g

R
O

u
P

Your goal: Keep your 
kids semi-sane for just a 
little while longer...

Your 
game: 
Mask 
Jumble 
Animals 

(free) “Kids snap a pic of 
themselves, and the app 
slowly turns their face 
into an animal mask.”

“HELP! My Kid LovEs 
vioLEnt vidEo GaMEs”

text swipe click

Take The 
high-Tech 
Road

Keep an eye out set up the 
console in a common area. if your 
kiddo looks more riled up than 
those on-screen zombies, consider 
putting the game away until he’s a 
bit older.

Strike a balance don’t be afraid 
to set limits, especially if your 
kid would rather cruise for bad 
guys than finish his math home-
work. Want to get him on board? 
Psychologist Phyllis Ohr, Ph.d., 

director of the child and Parent 
Psychotherapy services clinic at 
hofstra university, recommends 
deciding together what time 
should be homework time. 

Be his wingman Why should 
your child have all the fun? next 
time he’s amping up for virtual 
battle, ask if you can be his second-
in-command, recommends Ohr. 
it’s a great way to remind him that 
it’s only a game. 

Your goal: To have 
the kids stop asking “Are 
we there yet?” 

Your 
game: 
Monster 
Hunt—the 
Memory 

Game (free) “Your 
children will be too busy 
looking for the monsters 
to pester you.” 

Your goal: To get your 
kids to stop poking and 
pinching each other...

Your 
game: 
Road-trip-
Bingo HD 
($1) “Two 

kids can play at once. 
They’ll focus on the 
scenery, instead of on 
each other.”

Remember when you 
got bored on car trips as 
a kid, and your parents 
told you to look out 
the window? Yeah, that 
entertained you—not. 
Luckily, your kids can 
turn to a whole bunch of 
road-trip-rescuing apps 
instead. Try these favor-
ites (all on itunes.com) 
from Jinny Gudmund-
sen, author of iPad Apps 
for Kids for Dummies.

Potholders? 
Tie-dye T-shirts? 
So 20th century! 
Kids are doing 
cooler crafts 
than ever these 
days—we’re talk-
ing DNA strands 
made from 
licorice marsh-
mallows and 
custom-fit skinny 
jeans. And one of 
the main things 
fueling this trend 
is the web—chil-
dren can show 
off their creations 
online and post 
instructional 
videos. While 
YouTube’s a great 
resource for this 
stuff, there’s now 
a dedicated site 
for it: diy.org. 
Look through it 
with your kid to 
help him pick out 
something fun to 
try. (Making his 
own bedroom 
slippers? Yay! A 
pair for you? Bet-
ter still.)  —Elina 
Bolokhova

D-I-Y 
on the 
W-E-B

BY Leonora Desar

you thought “e for everyone” games were distracting enough, but now 
your kid is begging to buy some shoot-’em-up titles. sure, a lot of his 
friends already have them, but does that mean you should give in? The 
answer may surprise you: “There’s no evidence that a kid who is other-
wise normal and healthy is going to be warped by a violent video game,” 
says cheryl Olson, author of Grand Theft Childhood: The Surprising 
Truth About Violent Video Games and What Parents Can Do. not con-
vinced? here’s how you can start slow:

Put It on 
My Tab
Parents earning less 
than $25K a year are 
just as likely to buy 
a touchscreen device 
for their child as 
parents earning more 
than $75K annually.


