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Although Alan Layne will be fired and the whole graphics communication program that 
he works for will be cut, he is not angry. He doesn't, however, agree with how and what 
decisions have been made.

"It's not the way I would've done it," he says of MJC's recent budget cuts. "I don't care 
for the choices that were made or how they've [the budget committee and president] 
gone about it. I would've cut areas that really aren't needed. I would've made it fair for 
the whole college. There were some areas that weren't even touched."

The entire program-Graphics Design and Printing and prepress courses- will be 
cut. Layne doesn't understand exactly why the program he's dedicated 18 years of his 
life to will be taken out in the first place.

"The entire budget for our area is $32,000," he explains. "We don't really have 
expensive programs. The expense is the instructors' salaries." Plus, this program brings 
profit to the school. "We do a lot for the school. We are a service. Our students do work 
for the school."     

Layne also believes that this program is important for MJC's students. He says "We 
have always stayed current [with industry software]. We have students all over with jobs 
[in this industry]. After taking these courses, our students are always prepared to go to 
work."

There are still questions as to what will be done to the Communication Graphics 
building and the equipment inside. Much of the equipment is very expensive. For 
instance, there is one machine that tax payer dollars have recently paid for. The 
machine has so far needed 3 payments of $28,000. Another, which costs $120,000, was 
donated. There have been no plans revealed as to where these items will go.

To add insult to injury, Layne says that right after he found out he would lose his job, he 
got an order for MJC's Chancellor Joan Smith's business cards. 

Still, he's not mad but he does believe the school will miss the program. "We do a lot for 
the college," he says. "Everywhere you look, you see our work. We print everything 
for the college."
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