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She did it famously for Chloé. And after several seasons 
under her belt as the creative director at Celine, it’s 
clear that Phoebe Philo has worked her magic at the 
66-year-old French fashion house. This is hardly news 
for the fashion-obsessed, besotted with the label’s 
signature two-handled tote since it was made softer and 
roomier under Philo’s helm. But her prestigious win as 
the Designer of the Year (2010) by the British Fashion 
Council (BFC) leaves no doubt that Celine is certifiably 
cool again.

Since September 2008, the Parisian-born Brit, educated 
at London’s Central St. Martins, has been using her 
famous “utility chic” point of view to create luxurious 
looks (with a focus on separates) that are simple, 
sophisticated and infinitely wearable. Philo’s tenure 
couldn’t have come any sooner for the brand, which 
had lost some of its luster since Michael Kors’ reign as 
creative director ended in 2004.

Except for a two-year break starting in 2006, Philo spent 
the decade prior to joining the LVMH-owned Celine 
at Chloé, where she won her first BFC Designer of the 
Year award in 2003. The designer wunderkind moved 
to Paris after graduating to become the first assistant to 
top designer Stella McCartney. A few short years later in 
2001, Philo took over as creative director. 

What has been the secret to Celine’s success under Philo’s 
leadership? Combining clean silhouettes, crisp tailoring and 
luxe materials with a shot of je ne sais quoi. This mélange 

never fails to bewitch today’s modern woman, as did the 
much-lauded winter collection, starring a refreshing palette 
of winter white, navy, black, camel and olive.

No doubt, last year ended on a high note for Philo and 
Celine. And it looks like the trend will continue into 2011, 
as the kudos rolled in after the spring runway shows. The 
aesthetic of the pants-heavy collection is tomboy chic, 
where straight lines and menswear-inspired shapes come 
together primarily in the form of full, laid-back trousers 
and loose fitting tunics and tops. 

Monochromatic looks in stark white are fresh and 
relaxed, while the denim-blue pieces exude an edgier 
depth for day or night. Sophisticated sexy comes via 
clothes that work Philo’s talent for mixing hard and soft. 
For example, a fitted, oxblood leather shell is paired with 
body-skimming electric blue silk pants with an extra-long 
exposed zipper, while a knee-length wrap skirt in the 
same gorgeous leather is topped with a modest French-
blue blouse. 

Although minimalist design is Philo’s mantra, this 
collection is not without a few bold print pieces. The 
most eye-catching items, with an obvious nod to 
Morocco, are the silk caftan/djellaba-inspired tops and 
low-slung trousers with stripes down the sides. 

Word on the street is that these foulard print pants are 
destined for superstar status. Celine’s “it” bag better 
watch its back.
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Catch up on the latest 
from the buzzed about 
French fashion house
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