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With a career spanning more than two decades, Charlie Murphy has spent the last 

12 years as a stand-up comedian, speaking about society, politics and other 

current events, as well as weaving in some of the classic material that boosted 

him to mainstream stardom. 

Perhaps best known for his True Hollywood Stories skits on the sketch comedy 

series, Chappelle’s Show, Murphy has turned his sharp story-telling skills into 

well-crafted jokes that leave audiences laughing worldwide. 

Now, having toured throughout the United States, Germany, Denmark, Australia, 

England and Iceland, he is far removed from his past of being behind-the-scenes 

or a co-star. He has proven his ability to sell out shows with his name alone, and not with the use of previous acting roles or skits. 

The slick-tongued Charlie Murphy will perform at the Belle of Baton Rouge Casino this Friday, Sept. 6, as part of his It’s Still an 

Acid Trip Tour, which is in its third year. 

Charlie is not just Eddie Murphy’s older brother; he is not MC Gusto; he is not a Rick James joke teller – he is a professional 

stand-up comedian with years of experience and wit under his belt, and lots of stories to share about said experiences. 

DIG: What would you dub your comedic style these days? 

 

CM: Adult. My comedy is for grown folks; it’s not for kids. A Jeff Foxworthy crowd wouldn’t like my show; you know what 

I’m saying? No disrespect to him, no disrespect, you know what I’m saying? He’s a great comedian; it’s just different strokes for 

different folks. 

 

DIG: Right, because he’s considered a bit more clean? 

 

CM: A bit more clean? He’s very clean! Much more clean. 

 

DIG: With your brother [Eddie Murphy] being someone who ran the ‘80s and ‘90s comedy market, how were you able to 

balance being supportive along with vying for you own audience? You reference it in your bio as going from Eddie 

Murphy’s brother/bodyguard to selling out arenas. 

 

CM: There was a time in between him doing that, and me doing what I’m doing. Eddie is from the old school comedy, you know 

what I’m saying? Eddie was in the ‘80s; I’m in the new millennium. He hasn’t done stand-up in over thirty years, so it’s not like 

I’m his son. I’m his older brother, but I’m in a different era of comedy than Eddie, so that made it easier or harder, or whatever.  

In the very beginning there were shows where I hear somebody yell out from the audience “who do you think you are, Eddie?” or 

“you wanna be Eddie!” or “he wants to think he’s Eddie or Chris Rock.” I’m not either one of those guys. Come see my show; 

you’re not gonna walk out saying, “Oh, he reminds me of…” I don’t remind you of nobody and neither one of them gonna 

remind you of me; I’m an original. I say what’s on my mind. I was told from the very beginning by Paul Mooney, “find your own 

voice,” and that’s what I did. 

DIG: Most audiences will recall you from your projects as an actor. How have ventures like that shaped you for your 

current tour life? 

 

CM: A lot of people that come to a Charlie Murphy show, they’ve never been to one before - and I’ve been doing stand-up for 12 

years. But, there are a lot of people in the country, so there’s a lot of people who’ve never seen me before. And, they come 

expecting a movie character, or for me to come with jokes fromChappelle’s Show or Rick James jokes, but I’m a real comedian. I 

go in the room with the same toolbox as the guy who didn’t have anything. Most stand-up comedians never were in a movie, 



never was on television; there’s no, “oh yeah, remember when he was on that show?” They don’t have that, so I don’t use that. I 

make the playing field even, so they don’t feel like I have foot up on them. I don’t ever go out there and be like “yeah, y’all 

remember Chappelle’s Show? Remember when I did this sketch?” That’s not my stand-up. My stand-up is real. It’s just as real as 

anybody else who’s out there and I’m not trying to sound pompous, but I work real hard. 

 

DIG: You’ve been on the scene for years, but it seems like your popularity took a significant turn toward celebrity when 

you were featured as a recurring star on Chappelle’s Show. What was that transition like? 

 

CM: That’s exactly when it took a turn, I’m not gonna front. I was a celebrity in the black community before Chappelle’s 

Show and everybody knew Omar, Gusto, characters in movies I played, but that was it – just the black community. Now, I can go 

to the Asian community, the white community, Latino community. We just did a 12-country tour – I did stand-up comedy in 

Iceland, Sweden and Copenhagen and Denmark and London and Germany. We went all these places and I had great reviews in 

every country I went to. So, once I did that, for me personally, I was like, okay, you don’t need any more evidence that you’re 

doing what you’re supposed to be doing in life. You’re accepted and not just by your own peers and not just in New York, but all 

over the world. 

 

DIG: Your first major tour was based heavily on a theme from Chappelle’s Show… 

 

CM: Yeah, it was the “Rich Bitch Tour.” The reason the tour was set up like that was because that was one of my very first times 

doing stand-up, and I didn’t have a show. I had presence and attitude and I went on the road with that presence and the attitude. If 

you watch my first DVD, it’s like a seven-minute joke that I do about Rick James. I turned it into a joke, I didn’t just go on there 

and talk about the Chappelle’s Show sketch, I had a joke that I wrote, that kills. It has multiple layers in it and I had to do it 

because people were just seeing me for the first time doing stand-up. And, what I started noticing were other comedians saying 

“Oh, he’s a great storyteller.” I’m a great storyteller? Well, so was Richard Pryor. 

And, then I learned that there’s a difference between a comic and a comedian. Comics got jokes; comedians got stories with jokes 

that are woven into it - two different things. A comedian can have a set with a message in it and voice his political views and all 

kind of stuff during their comedy set – a comic can’t do that, he just goes from one joke to the next. People leave my show 

knowing something about me, knowing something about themselves, and knowing something about the world through the eyes 

of Charlie Murphy. 

DIG: Have you played Baton Rouge before? 

 

CM: Bah-ton Rouge! Yes, I have. I’ve been to Baton Rouge, Shreveport, New Orleans, I’ve been all over Louisiana and I’ve 

always had a great time. 

 

DIG: What are your expectations from our audiences? 

 

CM: I don’t go nowhere with expectations; it’s for the crowd to have expectations. I just ask God to let me do my best; let the 

people see that I’m there to entertain them. You know, I’m not coming there for you to kiss my ass or none of that. I’m coming 

there to make you laugh. 

 

DIG: Other than stand-up, what have you been up to lately; any big shows, movies or writing in the upcoming future? 

 

CM: Other than stand-up, I’ve just been raising my two kids, because that’s number one priority. It’s been hard being a single 

parent, because I have to juggle this job, being creative and managing their lives. 

 

DIG: How old are your children? 

 

CM: One is 14 and one is seven, and then I have a 27-year-old and a 28-year-old as well. I was married twice. So I have to 

manage family life and professional life. I’ve been doing pretty good, but that’s why I pray every day – stay prayed-up. 

 

DIG: A lot of comedians use their platform to speak on current events and there has been a lot in the news lately – March 

on Washington, school shootings, Syria. Is this part of your show? 

 

CM: Charlie Murphy speaks on all of that – I speak on social issues that are taking place right now. I have a voice on it and I 

deliver it in a way where I haven’t had anybody walk out on it yet. I’m in Texas talking about Rick Perry, and guess what? They 

laughed. I went right down there busted on him in Texas. When I was in Florida, I talked about Jeb Bush. As an American, it’s 

my right to do that. 

 



DIG: What are your thoughts on race and comedy as it relates to social injustices and mainstream media? 

 

CM: Race is necessary in comedy, because a lot of things that people can’t sit there and have a serious conversation about can sit 

with them - if you add satire. This is the richest country in the world and if you think about it, we’re getting ready to go to war 

right now in Syria. If you take whatever the budget is to bomb Syria or whatever, I’m sure they could use that money in Detroit. 

And, no disrespect to the Syrian people, but, we’re going to spend that money in Syria because the Syrian people are under siege 

by other Syrians. I’m a human being and I live in America and I care more about American people than I do Syrians. And I love 

all people, but when I see my own people suffering, I think that we should be taking care of our own first – that’s what I think. 

 

Charlie Murphy 

Belle of Baton Rouge 

Sept. 6 

7 p.m. 

$25 

belleofbatonrouge.com 

charliemurphycomedy.com 

 

http://belleofbatonrouge.com/
http://charliemurphycomedy.com/

