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Turlock Christian's Marcus Garcia 1 of 8 winners in U.S.
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Most high school students have a few time-consuming activities, like 
Advanced Placement classes or maybe sports.

Marcus Garcia, 2008 valedictorian of Turlock Christian High School, had 
many more. Among his activities: Community Service Club, Spirit Club, 
California Scholarship Federation, varsity soccer and basketball, 
spearheading a free Thanksgiving dinner project and raising money for 
the Children's Craniofacial Association.

All this hard work paid off. Marcus recently heard he was one of eight 
students throughout the U.S. to receive a National Hispanic Heritage 
Youth Award for Academic Excellence. More than 10,000 applied for the 
honor.

Marcus, 18, will go to Washington, D.C., in October to be recognized 
onstage at the 22nd annual Hispanic Heritage Awards.

"I'm really excited," he said. "There will be a lot of famous people of the 
Hispanic community. It's an honor to be recognized on the same stage as 
them."



Marcus put in a lot of work to be considered for the award. The criteria 
included academic achievement, community service and focus. He also 
had to write an essay on how his heritage helped him achieve success.

During high school, he had a long list of activities that included Advanced 
Placement classes, Community Service Club and Spirit Club (he served 
as president of both), and the California Scholarship Federation chapter 
(he was vice president).

There's more. Marcus was the captain of his varsity soccer team and 
played varsity basketball. He also started a free Thanksgiving dinner and 
helped to raise more than $30,000 for the Children's Craniofacial 
Association, which dedicated to empowering and giving hope to facially 
disfigured youth and their families.

"It was really tricky (to do all the activities)," he said. "My parents taught 
me to plan ahead and get things out of the way, so that helped out a lot. 
And I truly cared about what I was doing, so that also helped.

"I come from a family of immigrants of Portuguese and Mexican descent," 
Marcus continued. "I know how it is for them to struggle for a better life. 
I'd like to help others reach their dream for a better life."

He feels pretty good after helping people.

"It's really rewarding," he said. "I passed sandwiches out to the less 
fortunate in Turlock, and when kids started saying thank you, it touched 
my heart and made me smile. When I realize how I help people, it makes 
it all worth it."

Marcus got involved with the Children's Craniofacial Association when he 
was looking for a project for a club he was involved with.



"I came across this association," he said. "I met a kid with a facial 
abnormality and it touched my heart. The kids with this condition can't 
help what they look like, but they still get teased."

Marcus plans to attend Notre Dame University this fall and hopes to open 
a branch of the Children's Craniofacial Association there.

"Hopefully, I'll continue to arrange more fund-raisers for them." he said.

Although he did a lot in high school, he's not planning to slow down in 
college.

"I want to do a big campus outreach to help schools, create my own 
tutoring program at a local elementary school, continue soccer and play 
intramural tackle football," he said.

After he's done with all of that, he wants to go to law school. Eventually, 
he wants to become a sports agent.

Dionne Evans is a senior at Johansen High School and a member of 
The Bee's Teens in the Newsroom journalism program.


