
BEIT HATFUTSOT
THE MUSEUM OF THE
JEWISH PEOPLE 



Come and be 
part of the exciting,
ongoing story of
the Jewish people! 



Beit Hatfutsot, The Museum of the Jewish People, is more than a museum.
A global center for Jewish communities, Beit Hatfutsot provides visitors with a deep 
understanding of Jewish Peoplehood. Our mission is to promote a sense of belonging, 
strengthen identity, and perpetuate our rich heritage through engaging and dynamic 
programs for individuals and groups alike, within Israel and throughout the world.

Since its inception in 1978 Beit Hatfutsot has been telling the extraordinary story of our 
people, exposing visitors of every age and background—Jews and non-Jews alike—to an 
incomparable narrative that spans 4,000 years. The Core Exhibition takes guests on a 
journey across eras and lands while celebrating the countless diverse contributions of 
world Jewry. Those who tour the museum are inspired to explore and discover the many 
ways in which they, too, are part of the story. With 200,000 visitors annually, we strive 
to represent all our stories in ways that strengthen Jewish identity. Our educational 
initiatives seek to connect Jews from across regions and cultures while embracing the 
value of individual experience. 

In 2005 the Knesset (the Israeli Parliament) designated Beit Hatfutsot “The National 
Center for Jewish Communities in Israel and Around the World.” A home for all Jewish 
communities and individuals, The Museum of the Jewish People invites visitors from 
all over the world both to discover what being Jewish has meant in different times and 
cultures, and to celebrate what it means today. 



A young man beginning his IDF officer training feels “more Israeli than Jewish.” He questions why tourists rush to 
the Kotel—the Wailing Wall—in Jerusalem, but miss out on the beaches of Tel Aviv. 

A teacher in Mexico wonders how to interest her students in Jewish history. With Facebook and Twitter dominating 
their short attention spans, how can she get them to think about their heritage?  

A high school counselor recognizes that his teenagers question their own identities and those of people around 
the world. But they don’t reflect upon the identities of their own people, the Jewish people. 

The International School for Jewish Peoplehood 
Studies offers innovative resources for those 
who face these kinds of challenges. Operating in 
three areas—museum education and programming; 
professional development for educators; and 
development of curricular resources and 
programs—ISJPS strives to incite Jewish 
consciousness, involvement, action, and education 
through a knowledge-based sense of belonging. 
With less than 50% of Israeli and American youth 
reporting any interest in exploring their Jewish 
roots or identity, this endeavor is critical. 

Educators and community leaders from Israel and 
around the world recognize ISJPS as a leader in 
the field and turn here for innovative curricula, 
training, and programs. ISJPS regularly partners 
with the Israel Ministry of Education, the 
Israel Defense Forces and their teacher training 
institutes, and with educational organizations 
across the globe. Teachers, counselors, students, 
soldiers, schools, and groups visiting Israel all 
benefit from its vast array of available resources.

ISJPS: The International School for Jewish Peoplehood Studies 

The international “My Family Story” program 
represents ISJPS programming at its best. Each 
year thousands of middle and high school 
students become family historians, researching 
and presenting their unique family stories while 
exploring a collective Jewish history. Their 
entries, in the form of dioramas, installations, 
and elaborate family albums, are sent to an 
annual international competition held at Beit 
Hatfutsot. This year 12,000 students throughout 
17 countries participated, with the number of 
participants and countries increasing each year.





Touring an exhibition, a young American woman becomes curious about her surname, Seneor. She visits the 
research center and finds the fruits of three decades of collecting: music, photos, family trees, and information 
on family and community names. Logging into the Database of Jewish Family Names, she types in “Seneor,” 
and discovers that it derives from the Hebrew first name of a male ancestor and means old or wise man. It is a 
variant of Senior, or the German Shneour, which was a name given to ward off the evil eye. It can be traced back 
as far as the 1400’s, when Abraham Seneor was a Spanish courtier. She remembers her father wondering about 
Spanish lineage. Ms. Seneor scrolls through photos of Spanish synagogues and listens to Spanish music. She is 
excited to share what she's learned with her parents. A journey has begun.

The Digital Databases & Archives  

Today, visitors may either request searches via 
the website or explore the museum’s research 
center in person. A major goal of Beit Hatfutsot's 
renewal process—now underway—is making 
these databases accessible online so that these 
resources will be available to anyone with 
internet access, anywhere in the world. 

Alongside our current growing databases, an 
innovative website is being developed. This will 
be a virtual Jewish community that reaches 
across international borders and utilizes the 
tremendous potential of modern technology. In 
2014 BH Online will serve as a self-sustaining, 
content-rich platform, establishing an indelible 
connection between Jews the world over, 
spanning both time and distance.

Beit Hatfutsot has dedicated itself to amassing 
a wide range of information on Jewish life through 
a variety of media. The museum has focused on 
“typical” people and their daily lives, celebrations, 
hometowns, and community institutions and 
landmarks. Today the collection includes 
photographs, films, audio and video recordings 
(both professional and amateur), genealogical 
materials, family trees, community histories, 
music, and the significance of Jewish family 
names. These resources not only enable people to 
discover their roots, but also to contribute their 
own materials, thereby enriching the collection 
and discovering how they, too, are part of the story. 

Now digitized, our databases and archives are 
accessible via a single interface. With one search, 
users can explore the branches of a family tree, 
the meanings and origins of a family’s name, 
information on distinct Jewish communities, other 
family trees associated with those communities, 
and related films, photographs, music, and more. 





Temporary Exhibitions

These titles reflect the breadth of content that 
can be viewed and experienced at Beit Hatfutsot. 
Artistic, historical, and cultural, the Temporary 
Exhibitions expand on topics raised by the Core 
Exhibition and bring new visions and voices to the 
museum. 

Cultural and historical exhibitions focus on both 
specific communities and unique events, adding 
new dimensions to visitors’ understanding 
of the Jewish story. Art exhibitions convey 
individual responses to a multitude of subjects 
and experiences, providing a place for dialogue 
between Jewish artists in Israel and abroad. 

Whatever the topic, the Temporary Exhibitions 
encourage viewers to contemplate our story 
through visual content, be it through an aspect 
of Jewish culture, the story of an extraordinary 
individual, or a key historical event. 

Here Comes the Bride: Wedding Gowns Embroidering the Jewish Story (2013)
J.D. Kirszenbaum 1900-1954: The Lost Generation (2013)
Threads of Silk: The Story of Bukharian Jews (2013)
Operation Finale: The Story of the Capture of Eichmann (2012)
Light and Shadows: The Story of Iran and the Jews (2010-11)
With this Ring: Wedding Ceremonies in Contemporary Art (2010)
A Prayer Tent in a Snowy Forest: The Story of the Jews of Finland (2009)
The Real and The Ideal: Paintings of Ludwig Blum (2009) 
Never Looked Better: Contemporary Artists Respond to the Collection of the Late Herbert and Leni 
Sonnenfeld (2008)
Jews of Struggle: The Jewish National Movement in the USSR (2007)





The New Core Exhibition 

A resistance leader in WWII who became a 
major poet and cultural figure in Israel, Abba 
Kovner conceived the first Core Exhibition at Beit 
Hatfutsot. Today his words animate The Museum 
of the Jewish People through distinctly 21st 
Century means.  

A journey through the new Core Exhibition will 
begin in galleries focused on present times. Here 
visitors will engage with displays that celebrate 
how Jewish people live, pray, impact, and are 
influenced by the wider culture. The reinvigorated 
museum will supply layers of information guests 
may access, personalizing their experience to 
suit their particular interests. Those who explore 
will confront major questions and discover novel 
ways to share their answers. This new and unique 
encounter will provide the opportunity to unravel 
the enigma of the Jewish people’s wondrous 
endurance and multifaceted existence.

Remembering requires knowing. Through its 
contemporary presentation, the new Core 
Exhibition will expand visitor insight into all 
aspects of Jewish identity, historical and modern. 
It will stimulate curiosity and encourage guests to 
further investigate their own personal experiences 
with, and connections to, our Jewish story.

Visitors will be able to view the complete 
exhibition, displayed across three floors, or focus 

on one aspect of the exhibition for an equally 
enriching experience. The one-of-a-kind voyage 
will begin on the upper floor, where visitors will 
discover the many contributions of the Jewish 
people today. The middle floor will focus on our 
history as a people among peoples. Here guests 
will be invited to learn about the Jewish story 
from the destruction of the First Temple through 
modernity. The lower floor will showcase 
ancient roots and cultural expressions, providing 
insight into our cultural genesis and evolution 
throughout known history. This aspect of the 
exhibition will interconnect the Jewish life cycle 
and the Jewish calendar with Shabbat and the 
Covenant, among an array of other traditions. 

Peoplehood—collective identity—is the light 
that shines throughout The Museum of the 
Jewish People at Beit Hatfutsot. Visitors will 
come away with a new understanding and 
appreciation of what connects widely divergent 
Jewish communities and individuals across the 
globe and makes us one people. Those who 
tour the new Core Exhibition will emerge with 
fresh knowledge and insight into the numerous 
religious and cultural variations that are possible 
among the Jewish people.   

We invite you to join us in discovering how you 
are part of the story.

Remember the past, live the present, and trust the future. - Abba Kovner



The New Core Exhibition 



Beit Hatfutsot
Tel Aviv University campus
Po Box 39359 
Tel Aviv 61392, Israel
Tel: +972-3-745-7800
Fax: +972-3-745-7891
info1@bh.org.il

Beit Hatfutsot of America
633 third Avenue, 21st floor 
New York, NY 10017, USA
Tel: +1-212-339-6034
Fax: +1-212-318-6176 
info1@afbh.us                    
www.bh.org.il

 We are committed to building a strong Jewish future,
 and invite you to join us and partake in the

 ongoing Story of the Jewish People.


