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By Sarah Miller

Imagine Airstream founder Wally Byam and architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright chatting at a picnic table under a pine tree. It’s 
not a stretch to picture these two forward thinkers sketching plans for a silver 
bullet sensation. Likely, they would discuss the natural world and how we can 
comfortably coexist within it. After all, both men appreciated stylish, functional 
design with nature as the centerpiece.

There’s no record that Byam (1896-1962) and Wright (1867-1959) ever met, 
but the 2025 Airstream Frank Lloyd Wright Usonian Limited Edition Travel 
Trailer captures their innovative spirits. Only 200 will be built over the next two 
years. Priced at $184,900, the Wright-inspired travel trailer was a full collaboration 
between the design teams at Airstream and the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, 
which led to a trailer that’s both functional and a work of  art.

We’ll never know what Wright and Byam would have thought of  the collab
oration. Yet Jay Cullis, Airstream’s in-house historian and brand steward, says, 
“The design honors Wally’s vision of  innovation, adventure, and purposeful design.”

Sally Russell, the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation’s director of  licensing, 
says, “We can speculate that if  Wright did run across the Airstream, he would 
have appreciated the added freedom that an Airstream travel trailer allows its 
user to experience based on this excerpt from his book, The Living City:

…pleasure-seekers, employers, employees, explorers, artists, artisans (and wise men) 
all could have these road-traveling ships or floating barges at moderate cost. All live in 
them with convenience. Facilities for superlative design could make them as desirable at 
least as any plane or car.”

-Frank Lloyd Wright, The Living City (1958)

CLOCKWISE FROM LOWER LEFT: �
• �The collaboration between Airstream and the Frank 

Lloyd Wright Foundation is the first of its kind. Only 
200 of these limited-edition trailers will be created.

• �Surprise by design? Extending the dining room  
table reveals the Gordon Leaf pattern, a theme 
throughout the trailer.

• �Wally Byam, Airstream’s founder, strived to make 
people’s travel dreams come true.

• �Frank Lloyd Wright photographed by John Engstead 
in 1955 on his studio balcony at Taliesin. Frank 
Lloyd Wright Foundation Collections.

• �One of the two portholes in the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Limited Edition Airstream, a nod to Wright’s love of 
circular design elements.
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Wright, himself, regularly traveled between his winter home 
and studio, Taliesin West in Scottsdale, Arizona, and his 
main home and studio, Taliesin in Spring Green, Wisconsin. 
“He would camp at national parks, on the sides of  roads 
with his fellowship and all of  his apprentices,” says Russell.

Wright further writes in The Living City about nomads 
sleeping in tents and how a “motor house” could be the next 
frontier,  “…Under proper control this type of  total mobility 
might be added to Usonian life.”

Usonian Design
Usonian refers to Wright’s philosophy to make simple, 
organic, and beautiful architecture that’s affordable and that 
reflects the landscape. His Usonian homes had open floor 
plans that melded into their surroundings, hence the word, 
“Usonian,” in Airstream’s Frank Lloyd Wright Usonian 
Limited Edition Travel Trailer.

To bring the outdoors into this 28-foot trailer, 29 windows 
and skylights allow for a play of  light and shadows. The rear 
hatch opens to the outdoors, and the Gordon Leaf  Pattern, 
created by one of  Wright’s apprentices and one of  Wright’s 
signature design elements, appears throughout the trailer in 
its lighting, cabinets, and doors. 

“Scattered throughout the trailer, the pattern is meant to 
evoke the awe of  making discoveries while walking in a 
forest,” says Russell. “Some are hidden, like the leaf  pattern 
on the dining table that folds out. At night, the leaf  pattern 
in the light fixtures casts a warm glow.”

Wright’s 1955 paint collection of  desert hues inspired 
the trailer’s interior color palette. Ultimately, the goal was to 
reflect where an Airstreamer might camp, like in a forest or 
a national park. The designers settled on shades of  green, red, 
ochre, and turquoise blue to create a warm, calming retreat.

Simple Parking 
for Airstream Trailers

Move up to 10,000 lbs with one of the
most versatile electric trailer dollies

on the market! Compatible with most
standard ball mount trailer couplers

right out of the box.

Packed with essential features to
make parking easier, like an onboard

12V U1 sealed Interstate battery,
charger, and 7-pin Smart Brake

controller to operate your trailer's
electric or surge brakes.

Switch between high and low speed
for fast or more precise parking.

Learn more at parkit360.ca

1-844-215-4599
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OPPOSITE: Geometric and organic shapes play with light for a dynamic 
visual effect.  ABOVE: Twin beds convert into a king bed. The turquoise 
color and wrap-around windows create quiet calm. Shades give privacy
or light reduction when needed.
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Dream Into Reality
Blending Wright’s design elements with Byam’s classic 
Airstream had its challenges. For example, the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Foundation wanted to use solid wood throughout 
the travel trailer, but that would add undesirable weight. 
Plus, wood would expand and contract in the different temp
eratures to which the trailer could be exposed. The solution 
was the use of  both solid wood and composite materials.

“We have a history of  Frank Lloyd Wright using ply
wood and engineered materials, especially in his later 
years,” says Russell. “He was interested in how to express 
the authenticity of  those materials. We were able to do that 
in the trailer that we ended up with.”

The floor plan, the fixtures, and the number of  windows 
changed quite a few times until both Airstream and the 
Foundation were comfortable with what is a true Wright-
inspired design and which features convertible spaces with 
modular furniture for different experiences in the same space. 

“They’re able to do so much customization,” says 
Russell. “[Airstream was] very thoughtful about the process. 
That’s what it’s all about, having the next generation carry 
this design legacy forward.”  

Caption

Whip up dinner in the galley, complete with a three-burner stove, 
combination convection and microwave oven, and fridge—cleverly 
concealed behind solid wood paneling.
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