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Max Clarkes a person who bekeves that everything happens for a reason.
He believes in serendiplty, in ceading the signs to lollow the nextstep in
from of you, evenif you don know exectly where it might [ead.

In fact. this lite philosophy is what the 43-year-old Wnght State
Boonshoft School of Medicme 2004 grad credas los getng him to where
he is today: chat physicean of Disney Cruise Line.

It seems ke his path to Disney v/as destined all along, even if the route
10 getthere was circuitous at times.

OHID BACKGROUND. WANDERLUST SPIRIT

Whde Clark spent his high school years in Beavercraek, he was barn in
Catdornea at Travis Air Force Base (his dad is an Air Force physicianl, and
grevy up in 0gden, Utak Cherry Fid), New Jersey: and Bdoxi, Mrssissppi.
“That was all before | started third grade.” he sald. “hiy parents loved to
Uavel overseas, 100, and they planted a Uavel bug inme as well™

He orignally chase Miami Uneversity for undergrad, expected 1o
study economics. “Growing up, | preferred socsal studies—history and
geography—end did not expect 10 pursue medicine,” he sald.

One memorable class at Miami chied han in 10 his potennal future
in medcine: Ahuman physiologfy prolessos notx ed has 1alent and
encourag ed ham to pursue medicine. *Inthe back of my mind, | always
thought meditine was intecesting, of course, because, aller alll grew up
around " he said,

\Whide he has abuays been a n3lucal student itwvas at Meami vhece he
firstleN1hat existentadl “where 6o | betong ™ feeling. “M was a ceally good
school but socially € viasn't the right M 1os me,” he recalied. “Irs frat-
heavy, andI'm the antithesis ol afrat guy. ljustviasn't linding my place.”

Rewsrrang b Beavercreek, he decided 10 continue his collegiate
educaton at \Wright State, whethvsas a familiar stomplng ground Dus ded
i ass0ciate professar emeritus of medicine).

Going back to his “hometown™ college suited him. For one thing, as a
sell-descnded rsght ol he enjoyed the flexibility of the university's night
classes. And with a bullt-in social netwark of high schoot fhends already
atiending Vénght State, it felt more at home |o¢ bven.

Stll, he carried around that reggling feeling o wondering where he
belonged.

“I'vsag stll iguring oul who | was and where my place was in
the world,” he sasd. As his med school peers started choosing thes
specizhies, the only thing he bnew for certain was that he wasnY ready
1o stari a peactice. *1 didn‘t kncsw where | itin with medicine.” he said.
“Frandly, | was starting 10 panic.”

Thery he found a perfect solution thataBowied hien 10 practice general
medcine and gave him an opportursty to explore the world He enisted in
the Mavy.

A 20-YEAR ODYSSEY LEADS HIM HOME

Clark’s frst $10p n the Nawy wwas San Diego, whichhad a “meamt to be”
lactor. *Itfel like itturned outthe way it vias supposedto be,” he said. “|
met some amazing people and made liletong friends.”

The Navy cenaindy alleaed hiento A:llill his vianderlust dreams. In
add@tion to San Owego, he has been stationed in Key ‘Nest. Hawali, Japan;
Bethesda, Matyland, and Oceansite, California.

Clark would go on to have a 20-year Naval career, adding amaster's
degree in heallh syslems and adminstration stGeorgelown and a master's
degree in public heus!th as part of his residency in preventive health
through the Unilormed Services Univeesity.

He considers the heght of his 20-year Maval career to be the time he
spent v/th health poley o the Naval Headyuarters. "I got 1o work with
very unpressive teaders.” $ald Ciark, who vsas tasked wiith draiting the
Mawy'1 transgender policy under Presidend Obama.
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On paper, itseems | ke be had done it all. Yet alk this lime, there was one
more experience thathad ehided him: He wanted to viock for Disney.

NEXT STOP: DISNEY

“Wewvere Disney freaks,” Clark cecouents, speaking of himnsell and his

high school iriend Steve Hankins {atso a \Wright State grad, 1989 vrith a
bachelor's degeee in accountancy). "Vée vsere obsessed wih woeking in
their college program, and didn't careif we sold T-shirw, vie just wanted to
wock there.”

Ve his Disney dreams were put on hodd as his medacal and milltary
career ook ofl, the desire to work at Disney was slill v the back ot his
mind. He even vsorked part tne [or P20 years as an occupational medcine
physicéan at Disneyland while stationed in Caiifornia.

Then, lastyear. everylhing seeemed to align at once. Just as he was
retwing from a 20-yeas Naval career, Disney Cruise Lines was expanding
and they were looking to bring a medical director in-house.

“2024 v1as a banner year for me,” he said_ "l retired after a 20-year
career, moved across countiy to Owsney HQ in Or!ando, and had a ¢hild,”
he said of 300 Samson with wife Jeaniiter.

His job at Disney entads leading the shipboard medw al teams and
peovidng clinical oversight of pabent care. “Every day is a new chalenge;
the people, the condidons, and extevna! laclors are ahays changing,” he
said

Thete have already been moments of drama on the high seas. Clark was
onboardthe Daney Treasure when it was summoned 230 miles off the
coastof Bermuda to assist a sinking catamaran i November 2024. It was
exciting Lo see the crew respond andto see haw welltrained they are to
respond 10 emevgencies. 3o the best ding | coidd do was getout of the
way.

Svp:aklngvnm Clark, it's clear that he 1akes the Ossney magee seriously —
and that he's found his wue caling. "I may be blased, but | do think Disney
Cruises does the bestjob of creating e ‘Disney Bubble' and providing
1hat Disney magse, even duting a medical experience.”
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The 2024-25 academic yesr has been & busy one for Wright
State Athietics, both on the fields of compelition for our
current Raiders as well a3 our Ralder alumali continving to
o yraat things.

V/right State graduate Joyiyn Brawn
became just the tourth Drector of
Athletics in '‘nght State history. and
the lirst woman o assume the rode,
wvihea she was named 1o the position
l2g1 Jidy. A volleyball student-athiete
for the Raiders from 1983.92, shie also
coached the voLeyball program and has
been a part of Wright State's athietics
administraton team since 2014,

The Raders parwnered with Southern
Ohio Breviing and 'Alright State
graduate James \Villiams to produce the first-¢ver Raidevbranded
beer aver the fall, with the Rovidy Blonde Ale refeased atthe beginning
of basketball season aiter counds of vobng and 1astings Lo de<ade the
first Ralder beeve. The Roady Blonde Ale rs avadable at\'"/right State
sporling everns, Southern Ohio Brewwnp and lor:ad restawants with
pouning rights.

The Stars, Stnpes, Feght Classic series was also stroduced ths
season, with the Raiders facing the Alr Force Academy on the

and in a pair of that celebrated
the reglon’s veterans and active-duty militacy, 3long with \W/right State’s
parmership with Vinight-Parterson Air Force Basa and strong tles to the
miktary. Wright State’s largest crowd since 2003, the basketall comest
drew 9,672 1ans into the Nulzer Center.

Brawn created ‘Vright State’s first Natonsl Girls and \Women in
Sports Day networing luncheon in Febeuary, bringing together 110
cuzrent Raider student-gthletes and staft wiith over 30 leaders from the
comawnily, incduding \Wright State alumni.

Aviay lroen campus, \'right State men’s basketball akums Tanaer

ATXEICOIAECTEY SO YNY BRIV WIH KIWD?

TATE ATHLETICS

Holden and Loudon Love are each

curremty playinginthe NBAG

League, v/ihthe pair facing off on

the court February 7 and 8 2025.

This marked the first time two

Raiders players played against

eachotherin the G League and

wasjust the secondtime ‘A'right

State alums hirve played agamnst

each other professionay in he

United States, joining several i
eneetings beoveen Joe Smith -
and Sean hurphy on the baseball damond. In addition Lo Holden and
Love inthe NBA G League, 'Wright State continues to have a mudtitude
of Reiders who have continued their basketball Careers overseas on
the men’s and woenen's side.

Spring also signals the start of dasedall season. with Murphy IAtlarta
Braves) and Jesse Scholtens (Chicago \White Sox} salidtied as Major
Leaguers to lead a crop of Rader alums playing professional baseball.
Former \'/right State standouts Tyler Bfack (Mtwaukee Brewers
organizanon) and Guincy Hamifton {Houston Astros arganizationl esch
began the 2025 season in Triple Aone step lrom the majors, highlighVng
8 growep of nearly 15 Rasder alums currently in the manor leagues.

WRISHT STATE SASEBALL VS USAF TEAM
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