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As the train pulls away
from Taipei and zips south,
cityscapes give way to rows
of coconut trees. When the
first sight of the Pacific
Ocean comes into view, its
vast blue stretch glistening
in the summer sun, that’s
when vacation mode be-
gins. Pack your swimwear,
sunblock, and sandals, be-
cause we’re visiting three
iconic  summer vacation
spots in Taiwan!
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The place that pioneered
Taiwan’s beach and surf
culture, Kenting was a pil-
grimage of sorts for Taipei
youngsters who came for
the music festivals and par-
ties on the beach. Fun for
all ages, Kenting has every-
thing: a lush national park
with panoramic views of
the ocean, beaches of every
variety, and good eateries
and laid-back bars.

The quintessential white
sand beach, Baishawan is
perfect for swimming and
sunbathing, while Maobitou
offers snorkeling against a
dramatic backdrop of jag-
ged cliffs. A fishing marina,
Houbihu is lined with sea-
food restaurants that sell
their fresh catch. Nanwan
is a lively surfer’s paradise;
however, more serious surf-
ers will appreciate the quiet
of Jialeshui. There are no
big hotels in Jialeshui, just
homely guesthouses that
offer breakfast, surfboard
rentals and lessons.
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Come nightfall, and Kenting really comes to life.

Kenting Night Market has something for every palette, from grilled
squid to burgers sold in a truck. Noodle lovers must visit Hengchun’s Two
Chopsticks where diners can choose from hot and cold, and dry and
soup noodles. End the night at Hengchun’s New Cut Warehouse,

a bar in a repurposed old warehouse swathed in trees that
has outdoor seating under the stars.
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Less than one hour’s ferry
ride from Taitung, Green
Island lives up to its name.
Though technically a volca-
nic island, it’s very verdant,
its green pastures and roll-
ing hills as picturesque as
its clean turguoise waters.

Visitors can enjoy Green
Island’s beauty from above
- the relatively easy hikes
Little Great Wall and His-
toric Mountain Trail offer
sweeping views of the roar-
ing Pacific Ocean. And from
below - Daibasha, Chaikou
and Shilang are fantastic
snorkel and dive spots that
teem with colorful coral
and marine life. Shilang Div-
ing Area is the most popu-
lar diving spot, with PADI-
trained instructors offering
scuba diving lessons and
tours to beginners.

Fancy a swim? Then ex-
plore the geological wonder
of Youzihu where a collec-
tion of sea rock formations
and caves make for adven-
turous swimming - pack
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waterproof shoes. Don’t forget to take a picture at the nearby Wangong Arch.
For a pampering experience, Zhaori Hot Springs rests on an outcrop right by the
ocean and for only 250NT, visitors can soak in pools that are constantly refilled
by the tide.




XIAO LIUQIU
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This little coral island off
the coast of Pingtung is as
cute as a button. It’s easily
recognizable for its unusu-
al rock formations - Vase
Rock, created from years of
erosion of coral limestone,
juts out from the ocean like
a mushroom.

A truly magical place,
Xiao Liugiu is home to one
of Taiwan’s largest sea tur-
tle colony and visitors can
swim with these friendly
creatures - just do not
touch them. Its crystal-clear
waters are also wonderful
for snorkeling and stand-up
paddling.

Though it’s called Se-
cret Beach, this beach isn’t
much of a secret anymore
- it’s one of the most popu-
lar beaches for watersports
thanks to its calm aquama-
rine waters protected by a
rocky cove. You can snorkel,
kayak or stand-up paddle.
Xiaoliugiu  Guide  (www.
xiaoliugiuguide.com)  can
help to organize activities

here and at other beaches. -
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Another beach that’s great for swimming and watersports is Zhongao
Beach, which has the widest stretch of sand on Xiao Liugiu.
However, for a good chance to see sea turtles, head to Beauty Beach.
Though it can get crowded with snorkelers in the mornings,
it’s worth a visit for its amazing biodiversity. Nearby is Beauty Cave,
with a walking trail that leads to some incredible views of the water and reef. ®




