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Q&A

What's special about birding here?
It's probably is the best place in the
world to see condors. Torres del Paine
also has one of the largest densities of
rhea in Chile. They can reach almost
40mph (64km/h), so you have to have
your camera ready.

What's the best time to visit?

The southern hemisphere spring is
good because it’s a time of breeding,
but | also recommend visiting in
winter for wildlife close encounters.
Youwon't see as many species, but
there’s a welcome quiet, and the park
is so spectacular - covered with snow.

Do you have a favourite bird?
My personal favourite is the torrent
duck, which lives exclusively in
whitewater rivers and can dive against
very fast currents. It's an example ,
of going against the flow foragood
purpose. : 4




Don’t Miss

=~> Watching condors
soaring up among the peaks

—> Seeing flamingos take
flight from an alpine lake

=—> Hiking alongside pure
blue icebergs at Lago Grey

Left: The granite
peaks of Torres
del Paine

Right: Alpacas in
Lauca National
Park

and scavenge, scamper across the
landscape or loll by the roadside.
Llama-like guanacos abound -
grazing, sparring, mating, resting,
always alert to predators.

And everywhere there are birds
_ over 100 species. Upland geese
wade in the shallows of lakes, the
females reddish-brown, the males
mostly white. Austral parakeets
- the world’s southernmost
parrots - perch in woodlands,
bright green with red breasts and
tailfeathers. In the salt lakes in
the east, Chilean flamingos feed,
occasionally spreading their wings
in dramatic flight.

A conservation success story,
with challenges

The Torres del Paine region
was once the home of the
nomadic Tehuelche people,
Later, Chileans of European
origin established sheep ranches
in the area and began fencing
off their territories. The national
park was established in 1959
to preserve the magnificent
landscapes and allow for the free
movement of wildlife through a
large variety of habitats.

But as the park’s popularity
has grown, Torres del Paine’s
fragile ecosystems have come
under threat from human-ca
erosion and forest fires. One
accommodation that has made
an effort to minimise its effect
is EcoCamp Patagonia, where
guests stay in geodesic domes
built on wooden platforms.
Nestled among shrubby trees on
a hillside at the heart of the park,
it's an ideal base for birdwatching,
with many species commonly
seen just steps from the domes.
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5 ~ This stunning park in Chile’s far
Chilean f

north preserves a high-altitude
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' dy  It's home to more than 140 bird
s, as well as other wildlife,
ding guanaco, vicuna and
rare rodent with
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