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nants of T

em
ple V
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ln B
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paki frescos ln

B
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pak's T
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Y
ou don't visit Loreto for hip hotels,

nam
e-chef restaurants, or throngs

of beachgoers. 
Y

otr go for the very
fact that they haven't arrived yet.
A

t this sleepy P
ueblo M

A
gico tow

n
in nortl.rern B

aja C
alifornia S

ur, a
calm

ing corrtrast to the peninsula's
popular southern 

destinations, 
you'll

find em
pty stretches of sand on

the S
ea of C

ortez, the S
ierra de la

G
iganta loom

ing to the w
est, and

a vibe rem
ir.riscerrt 

of the C
abo S

an
I ucas that captivated H

cm
ingw

ay 
in

the ']930s. T
here is one all-inclusive

resort w
ith am

enities, 
V

illa del
P

alrnar (from
 $236), but otherw

ise
plan on staying at affordable cam

p-
sites, like R

ivera, and relying on low
-

frills beach shacks selling lobster 
in

m
ezcal sauce and m

eaty chocolate
clam

s. both local delicacies. T
he

tow
n also serves as the gatew

ay to
Loreto B

ay N
ational M

arine 
P

ark,
just as dazzling as the biodiverse
w

aters off the coast of La P
az. T

he
park's nicknam

e, the G
alS

pagos
of M

exico, is a nod to its B
O

O
-plus

aquatic species, including 
blue

w
hales, H

um
boldt squid, and sea

lions. R
ent a boat from

 S
ea K

ayak
B

a.ja M
exico-or, better yet, book

one of the or"rtfit's 
gr-rided over-

night expeditions and cam
p under

the stars on virgin p/ayas, snorkel
pristine 

reefs, and paddle past blue-
footed booby rookeries (three-night
trips from

 $1,192). A
nother local re-

source, B
lue N

ation, runs diving and
freediving trips as w

ell as snorkeling
tours to the dram

atic lava cliffs and
sea lion colony of lsla C

oronado and
the rem

ote lsla M
onserrate, know

n
for its schools of m

obula rays (from
$75). W

ith direct flights from
 Los

A
ngeles, P

hoenix, and D
allas, Loreto

is easier than ever to get to. G
o now

,
before the secret gets out. -J,M

.
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hen the cor'lquistadors 
arrived

in the ,]500s, the Lacand6n people
escaped into the deep jungle near
w

hat is now
 the G

uatem
ala 

border
and stayed there, isolated, for cen-
turies. A

 paved road from
 the city

of P
alenque changed that in '1998,

and shortly thereafter the federal
governm

ent porrred m
oney into

the reS
ion to support ecotourism

projects. S
tarting 

in 201O
, Lacand6n

fanrilies built m
ore than 20 guest-
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houses that now
 host adventur-

ers looking to explore the area's
biodiversity 

and history, accom
pa-

nied by w
hite-robed, long-haired

guides w
ho know

 all its secrets
(from

 $15). E
xpect basic room

s in
thatch houses and trails that lead
to am

azing lagoons, w
aterfalls, and

archaeological 
sites like B

onam
pak,

a late-classic M
aya ruin fam

ous for
its vivid m

urals. -T
im

 Leffel
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A
 on the B

est R
iding

l,ess than 20 rniles fronr C
anciut, on the peninsnla of Isla B

lauca, you'll
fincl C

hacm
ucllrch, a shallow

 saltw
ater lagoou perfect for learning or im

-
proving yonr riding at any level, M

y parents ow
n a kite center there called

Ikarus that offers rentals, 
arr eco-hotel, cantping, and private lessons (frorn

$195), T
here is also a snrall restaurani that serves really good quesadillas.

T
he kiteboarding season typically starts in N

ovem
ber, rvhen it cau be a bit

cold, and ends iu A
pril or M

ay, w
hich in m

y opiniorr 
are the best rnonths

because the sun is alw
ays shining and the rvater is flat. T

he w
ind tends to be

on three days, off three days. O
n a dorvn day, go to F

lam
ingos, a beachfront

seatbod restaurant w
ith its ow

n fish m
arket, l5 m

inutes 
aw

ay in P
unta S

anr.

I live in C
ancirn, br.rt three tim

es a year I travel to M
6rida to kite in nearby

P
rogreso, 

a pori city blessed rvith consistent therural rvinds nearly every
afternoon from

 A
pril through A

ugust. F
lead to Y

ukite, a kite school that
also has room

s and glam
ping (from

 $60 for a private lesson). It's located
orr E

l P
lay6n, 

a w
ide beach w

ith shallow
 rvater and onshore w

inds. M
6rida

has a lot m
ore optiorrs tbr cliuiug, but if I stay in P

rogreso, I'm
 a regular at

C
rabster S

eatbod and G
rill. T

hey do everything rvell, fron-r shrirnp frittatas
tbr breakfast 

to surf and turf lbr diuuer. -A
s told to fen M

urphy
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here can you go w
hitew

ater raft-
lng, rappel lnto a refreshlng sw

im
-

m
lng hole, and cllff-dive off sm

all
w

aterfalls, all ln the sam
e day? ln

the H
uasteca reglon of S

an Luis P
o-

tosf state, w
here the stunning blue

rlvers and lakes feel llke a natural
verslon ofa w

ater park.
N

early every activlty is an hour or
less aw

ay from
 C

ludad V
alles, w

hich
m

akesthis city of 180,00O
 agreat

base. B
ook everythlngw

lth 
operator

H
uaxteca, w

hose guldes speak
E

nglish. A
nd plan a vlsit during the

dry season (N
ovem

ber through
M

ay), w
hen the w

aters are clearest.
F

rom
 the lO

0-room
 H

otel V
alles

(from
 $90), a property surrounded

by lush gardens ln the clty center,
It's an hour's drlve to the tow

n of
T

anchachfn for a m
ornlng of raftlng.

T
he beglnner-friendly, 

C
lass lll T

am
-

paon R
iver cuts through a narrow

canyon fllled w
ith panots and blue

m
orpho butterflles.
N

ext, head back to the city for a
unique sw

im
m

lng experience that's
afavorite am

ong locals: don a life
vest and helm

et to float along a 6.2-
m

lle stretch of the C
lass ll M

icos
R

lver. lt has a serles of seven shallow
w

aterfalls that get progressively
bigger, the largest of w

hlch is 40
feet. F

inish your adventure w
lth a

dip in a clear blue sw
lm

m
lng 

hole.
T

he follow
lng day, vlsit one of

the m
ost bizarre spots ln M

exlco:
Las P

ozas. E
ngllsh suneallst 

E
dw

ard
Jam

es m
oved to the area ln the late

194O
s and spent the next 39 years

bulldlngfanciful concrete structures
ln the Jungle near the tow

n of X
illtla,

55 m
lles south of C

ludad V
alles. A

frlend ofS
alvador D

alfand R
ene

M
agrltte, Jam

es transform
ed 20

acres into a collectlon of 36 m
assive

stalrw
ays, portals, and colum

ns
that add w

him
sy to the surround-

ing flora. T
he result ls a hauntlng

sculpture garden.

O
n the w

ay back to C
ludad V

alles,
detour to the C

ave of S
w

allow
s, a

'1,679-foot 
abyss that's a favorlte

of B
A

S
E

 Jum
pers and rappellers.

O
r farther along the route, hlke a

half-m
lle trail to the less crow

ded
C

ave ofthe P
arakeet. A

round sunset
you'll often see sw

lfts and troplcal
blrds returnlng 

hom
e for the night,

dlvlng lnto the glant cave by the
thousands. -T

.L.

T
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M
ountaineerY

nlD
lA

X
A

A
LV

fR
C

Z
 on the B

est S
um

m
it

T
tavelers com

eto M
exico C

ityfor
the culture, B

uttw
ohours south-

w
est by car, you'll findincredible

hiking, natue, and archaeologicd
sites in N

evado 
de T

oluca N
ationd

P
ark. T

tris ancient, dorm
ant volcano

has several trails that reachthe
14977-foot sum

m
it. M

y favorite is
the northern 

route, the three:m
ile

C
afiada del O

so. F
lom

 this side of
the crater, there's an am

azing view
 of

the surrounding 
valley, Y

ou canhike
there year-round, 

but the best sea-
son is w

inter, because you'll often see
snow

 in the crater, O
r you can head to

tw
o em

erald-huedlakes 
in the park,

Laguna del S
oI andlaguna 

de la
Luna, accessed via the 6.5-m

ile C
ir-

cuito Lagos hikingloop or a bum
py

drive. If you w
ant 

a guide to help you
sum

m
it, I suggest going through

the operator O
utside M

exico (no

connection 
to this m

agazine). 
S

om
e

people cam
p in the park, especially

if they're going to rise early to set off
T

trere's also a m
odest first -com

e,
first-served 

hut at the crater gate
that som

e like to stay in to acclim
a-

tize. I prefer to stay in M
exico C

ity.
Y

ou can easily day-trip to the park.
A

s youget close to the city ofT
bluca,

keep an eye out for locals along the
roadside sellinghandm

ade tortillas
andthe region's signature m

ushroom
soup. -A

s told to fen M
urphy
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C
lockw

lse:A
gulde at C

opper
C

anyon; B
aja

desert transport;
T

oh birds; a
cenote outslde
Y

alcobe
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A
 hundred 

rniles southw
est of

C
ancIn, deep in the interior 

of the
Y

ucat6n P
eninsula, is the M

aya
village of Y

alc6ba, a com
m

unity
of about 3,00O

 largely Indigenous
inhabitants, m

any of w
hom

 have
returned to their fam

ilies after going
to w

ork and live at all-inclusive
resorts along the coastline. T

o slow
the outflow

, the F
rench nonprofit

T
a N

dayta is educatirrg the youth
of Y

alc6ba on form
s of sustair'lable

tourism
. 

T
o that end, it has built a

beautifully 
rustic eco-lodge w

ith
open-air room

s in the com
m

unity's
forest, com

plete w
ith private

cenote. A
 tw

o-night stay at the
lodge (from

 $230) includcs touring
a traditional 

M
aya farrn, or rnilpa,

w
here residents S

row
 staples like

beans and squash; visiting beehives
that have been cultivated the sarne
w

ay for centuries: 
and ext)loring

secret cenotes and caves. T
he

goal of the project is to provide

econom
ic 

diversif ication for locals,

so they no longer have to leave
their hom

el to support them
selves

and their fatlilies, and to offer
an authentic 

Y
L t.,)tecan lvlaya

experience for tr IV
elers, giving a

glim
pse of the riclr culture that has

thrived here for 3,000 years. -S
.P

.

'I'I.IE
 G

LIX
D

C
IIII.T

U
A

T
.T

U
A

!;
C

O
P

P
E

R
cA

N
vor{!;

W
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M

artinez
m

oved to the tow
n of D

ivisadero in
the vast C

opper C
anyons region,

,l35 m
iles south of C

hihuahua 
C

ity,
he got a job w

ith a view
: w

orking
as a guide on the via ferrata at
C

opper C
anyons N

ational 
P

ark. A
s

a certified rope-access 
technician.

he saw
 a ton of potential in the

m
assive cliffs tlrat forrn sorle of

the deepest gorges in the A
m

ericas.
particularly those at 6,136-foot-
deep U

rique, one of six canyons 
rn

the system
. M

artinez started ex-
ploring on his ow

n and connected
w

ith the region's lndigenous
com

m
unities, teaching kids how

to clim
b. T

hat led to a project, in
partnership 

w
ith M

exjco C
ity's F

un-
daci6n M

exico V
ertical, a nonprofit

rock-clim
bing developm

ent and
conservation organization, 

that
aim

s to grow
 the sport locally, w

ith
perm

ission 
from

 those com
m

U
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ties. T
he rock-clim

bing scene is
still in its infancy, but it's full of pos-
sibility. "W

e have one route that's
alm

ost 6,600 feet lrighl'M
artinez

says. T
he tw

o established clim
b-

ing areas are rrear the village of
M

og6tabo 
and range in grade from

5.8 to 5.,l3. ln a regior] that spans
m

ore than 25,00O
 square m

iles,
there are num

erous 
virgrn w

alls to
explore-it's getting to them

 that's
the challenge. B

ut the partners
are w

orking on infrastructure. F
or

now
, stay at locally ow

ned C
abaias

D
arely (from

 $39) or C
abaflas M

ar-
garito (from

 $42) near D
ivisadero,

a three-hour drive southw
est of

M
096tabo, -T

.L.

T
here's no shortage of w

ays to im
-

m
erse V

ourself 
in the vaquero tradi-

tion of cattle herders and horsem
en

w
ho have inhabited these lands for

centuries. B
ut for a singular experi-

ence, call M
arcelo O

sufra, ow
ner of

P
aseos a C

aballo de M
uleg6. T

he
third-generation vaquero, based 

in

the tow
n of F

leroica M
uleg6, is the

sole operator on the B
aja peninsula

w
ho offers a three-hour trip that

starts in the m
ountains. 

follow
s the

banks of the R
osalia 

R
iver, traverses

sand dunes, and then crosses the
sea to a tiny island and back. .Just
think: one m

om
ent you're dodging

row
s of grand cacti, and the next

you're floating bareback atop a
horse that's paddling through gentle
w

aves ($60). A
fter your excurslon.

return to tow
n and overnight at the

eight-room
 H

istO
rico Las C

asitas
(from

 $40). -K
.G

.
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