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Whether it’s a head start on
Christmas shopping or an
excuse to treat yourself to
something nice, shopping
is not just about acquiring

items. It’s an all-round ex-

perience - one that brings
much happiness - and once
the Christmas decorations
go up, you’re transported to
truly magical worlds! Pack
your bags now because
these five cities are calling.
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WELCOME TO THE
LAST QUARTER

OF THE YEAR: THE
SEASON OF PUMP-
KIN SPICE LATTES,
AND, IF YOU'RE
ALREADY PLAN-
NING AHEAD,
HOLIDAY SHOP-
PING.
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PARIS

The city that gave the world
Louis Vuitton and Chanel,
Parisian fashion is tres chic.
The Champs-Elysées might
be known for its luxury
brands - it’s where the fa-
mous Louis Vuitton Maison
stands - but for uniquely
French finds, venture into
some local neighborhoods.
Le Marais in the 4th ar-
rondissement is such an
example. A neighborhood
favorite is Merci, a con-
cept store in a converted
19th-century fabric factory
packed with fine jewelry,
perfumes, pet accessories,
buttons, threads, and one-
of-a-kind clothes. Nearby
is artisanal chocolatier Jo-
séphine Vannier, and for
the highest quality French
tea, there is Mariage Freres
- both of which make for
lovely Christmas presents.
By contrast, the Left
Bank, which historically at-
tracted artists and writers,
exudes an edgier style. Over
in the 6th arrondissement is
Saint-Germain-des-Prés, an
enclave known for art and
fashion. Check out Small-
able, a concept store that
specializes in childrenswear
and womenswear and has a
wonderful toy collection.
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MILAN
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Elegant and effortless,
Milanese style sets trends
that reverberate throughout
the fashion industry. Not to
be missed is Quadrilatero
della moda, Milan’s fash-
ion square. In this roughly
quadrilateral-shaped area
is Via Monte Napoleone,
one of the most expensive
streets in the world. Should
you desire a Fendi handbag
or Valentino gown for a New
Year’s gala, this is where to
shop.

Stroll Galleria Vittorio
Emanuele Il, the city’s most
iconic shopping arcade, dat-
ing to the 1860s, and home
to the first Prada store that
opened here in 1913. Nearby
is La Rinascente, a depart-
ment store with a dizzying
seven floors suited to all
budgets.

There is more to Milan
than luxury fashion: Brera,
with its quiet cobblestone
lanes, is a less hectic alter-
native, especially for shop-
pers seeking more boutique
experiences. Milan’s artis-
tic heart, the 18th-century
buildings also house charm-
ing art galleries.

Also worth a visit is Cor-
S0 Buenos Aires, the longest
shopping street in Europe.
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LONDON
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Christmas shopping in Lon-
don is an enchanting ex-
perience - storefronts dis-
play Santa workshops and
snowy wonderlands and
everything from toys to tea
sets scream “Buy me!”

To get your fashion bear-
ings, take a stroll down Ox-
ford Street and Carnaby
Street - or check out the an-
tique and vintage steals in
places such as Notting Hill’s
Portobello Market. But as
soon as autumn makes way
for winter, it’s the whimsi-
cally decorated department
stores, bookshops, and toy
stores that are most fun to
shop in.

Fortnum & Mason, one
of the UK’s oldest depart-
ment stores, founded in
1707, turns its facade into a
giant advent calendar in the
run-up to Christmas. It sells
very British things, such
as teas and jams, all pack-
aged prettily. Next door is
Hatchards, London’s oldest
bookshop, ensconced in a
stately five-story Georgian
building.

Rivaling Fortnum & Ma-
son for Christmas lights is
Harrods, arguably the city’s
most famous luxury depart-
ment store.
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NEW YORK CITY
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New York style is as eclec-
tic and varied as its many
neighborhoods. For the clas-
sic Big Apple shopping ex-
perience, hit Fifth Avenue,
which sparkles with magic
during the holiday season.
The department store Saks
Fifth Avenue, Tiffany & Co,,
and Gucci are all on Fifth,
as well as the toy store FAO
Schwarz. Spend an after-
noon browsing teddy bears,
tiaras, and Batman action
figures in this fairytale store.

The city also has some

wonderful ~ neighborhood
bookshops, including The
Strand in  Union Square,

which has a great rare book
selection, and McNally Jack-
son’s various branches.

The Nolita neighbor-
hood, with its pint-sized
storefronts, has a cute and
chic vibe. Browse the many
jewelry shops, clothing bou-
tiques, and ceramic stores
for pretty gifts.

For a truly New York
shopping experience, head
to Williamsburg. This Brook-
lyn neighborhood has long
been a frontrunner in every-
thing hipster and artsy. It
hosts the flea market Artists
and Fleas, where you’ll find
vintage items and indepen-
dent designers selling their
crafts.
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Another renowned fashion
capital, shopping in Tokyo
varies greatly from high
fashion to alternative looks.
There’s so much to stock
your suitcase with - anime
comics, traditional crafts,
tea, mochi, kawalii clothes,
and more.

Harajuku is a mesh of
everything: designer brands
pack one of its main streets
while the street parallel to
it is a hotbed for youth fash-
ion - think colors, patterns,
and frills.

If it’s high fashion that
you seek, then Ginza or Rop-
pongi are the areas to visit.
Both are busy districts that
never sleep - come at night
and marvel at the LED dis-
plays on building exteriors.

Shibuya is another mec-
ca for youth fashion and is
home to Shibuya Parco, a
shopping center with a re-
markable collection of man-
ga comics and merchandise.

For traditional goods,
have a wander in Nihon-
bashi. Nihombashi Mitsu-
koshi Main Store is Japan's
oldest department store.
With shopping assistance in
Japanese, English, and Man-
darin, visitors can truly shop
until they drop!
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