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as mitch daniels  gets bandied about as a potential presidential contender 
in 2012 by a chorus of commentators from CNN to The Washington Post to The 
New York Times, we checked in with a few of the governor’s 30 staff ers—Mitchies, 
they’ve been called. Each is playing a specifi c role in helping their boss do his job. 
Expect to see more of them as Daniels’ political stock rises.  —adam wren

Their Man Mitch 
this month. 

“But he was already well-off .”
Robinson’s point is that the idea of a 

golden goose undermines the fi ve years 
of planning, development, and labor that 
he and co-owner Dave Colt (previous 
page, left) have poured into the vats that 
line this formerly abandoned warehouse 
on College Avenue.

Robinson says the proliferation of his 
beer (now available on tap at about 125 
bars and restaurants and in cans at 75 
liquor stores) is due to the connections 
he and Colt have cultivated over their 
years working at various corporate brew-
eries in town. “Every time I make a deli-
very,” he says, “someone in the kitchen 
or behind the counter knows me.” 

So is Sun King going to take over the 
world? This fall will see the canning of 
a third beer, the Wee Mac Scottish Ale. 
And they plan to double production capa-
city soon with an eye for expansion into 
Bloomington. 

At the moment, though, the 5,000-barrel
facility is having enough trouble keep-
ing up with Indianapolis demand. And 
its owners are content. “The motto is 
‘Fresh. Local. Beer.’” says Robinson, sip-
ping from his pint, licking the foam from 
his beard, and taking in the factory full 
of beer-swilling patrons. “The emphasis 
is on local.” Then he fl ashes a smile that 
might make you think he won the lottery 
after all. —tony rehagen
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23)

The Gatekeeper
After working 17 jobs at Eli Lilly for 39 years, 
Maggie Ban would have every right to ease 
quietly into retirement right about now. In-
stead, the 63-year-old eastside native followed
Daniels, her boss at Lilly, to the governor’s of-
fi ce in 2005. As his assistant, Ban arranges the
governor’s appointments, and also sees that he 
has time to golf, ride his Harley, and work out. 
What she doesn’t do? Order his lunches out. 
“He has a peanut butter sandwich,” she says. 

The Off ensive Line
Coordinator 

A 69-year-old former president of GTE In-
formation Services, chief of staff  Earl Goode
came out of retirement to help Daniels over-
see his senior staff in 2005. He originally 
agreed to stay for a year or so. But, with his 
signature Kentucky drawl, Goode explains 
that he stuck around because, quite simply, 
things were getting done. “It’s an adventure 
every day,” he says. 

The Adviser
Jamal Smith never expected to work in gov-
ernment. “I’m not the normal government 
guy,” he says. “This is new territory.” Smith 
joined the governor’s staff  as senior adviser 
for minority aff airs in 2008, after serving as 
director of marketing and business devel-
opment for U.S. Synchronized Swimming. 
The Purdue grad helps shepherd the state’s 
Major Opportunities program, which helps 
minorities and women get training in the 
construction industry. 

The Policy Wonk
For Betsy Burdick, public service is the family 
business. Her parents were teachers, and her 
grandfather was a founder of Ivy Tech. The 
former state deputy treasurer–turned–deputy 
chief of staff  is responsible for helping Daniels 
formulate and pass his legislative agenda. A 
northside girl, Burdick is now getting questions 
from friends about whether she’ll move to D.C. 
“It’s kind of weird to be in a conversation and 
your friends ask you if your boss is going to run 
for president,” she says. 
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