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By Jess Goodwin

Clothes fall apart. No matter how
well we take care of them, seams

rip, threads snag and fabrics stretch.
Some of us attempt to patch them up
ourselves, but it’s Janine Greenberg
who can make them look like new —
or better.

“Janine saved my favorite pair of
ripped jeans,” reads a review on
ParkSlopeParents.com from last year,
“by coming up with a clever way to
patch them from underneath. They’ve
been washed about 50 times since the
mend and they are still holding
strong.”

Though she’s enjoyed aspects of
the creative process in sewing, her pas-
sion lies in the work itself. On several
occasions people have brought her
designs of their own and asked her to
handle the manufacturing. More often,
clients bring clothes that need fixing,
which Greenberg then restores to their
original glory, or they ask her to create
something entirely different from their
garments. (This is known as “upcy-
cling.”) A recent client brought in a
vintage wedding dress and asked
Greenberg to recycle it into something
new.

“She was smart about it,” said
Greenberg. “She knew it was never
going to be worn again, but she liked
the fabric and wanted to use it for
something else.” Greenberg designed a
set of lingerie bags with it.

“I really like to figure out how peo-
ple relate to their garments,” she said,
after explaining that she only works
with women’s clothing. “Women espe-
cially are very particular about the way
they look. It becomes a very personal
experience.”

Greenberg, who was born and
brought up in London, has been
sewing for a long time. Growing up,
most of her clothes came from thrift
stores, where they would start out awk-
wardly-sized, in need of mending or
just plain boring, and find themselves
rejuvenated at Greenberg’s hands.

Her love for sewing, though, wasn’t
something she thought she could turn
into a viable living.

“I’d kind of dreamed about it,” she
admitted. “But a job like that wasn’t
really part of the culture I grew up in. I
studied languages in college.”

Still, over the past few years
Greenberg has managed to turn her
passion into a full-time job. She teach-
es sewing classes and takes on free-

lance projects as they come.
Greenberg and her husband, a

smartphone app builder, met in
Mexico during a study abroad trip.
They married about nine years ago
and now live in Park Slope with their
two daughters.

“Over the summer it gets really
busy,” she said. “But I don’t work on
the weekends. It’s really important to
me to carve out time for my family.”

Last Thursday, Greenberg held a
class at Brooklyn Mercantile, a craft
supply and furniture upholstery shop
in Park Slope. The class, Simple Sew
2, which revolves around the creation
of skirts, started outside, where
Greenberg showed one of her students
how to sew a pocket. Everything had
to be moved into the shop, though,
after mosquitoes started attacking.

“They’re vicious!” exclaimed
Greenberg, who, wearing a skirt (of her
own design), was a magnet for the
bloodsuckers.

Greenberg teaches three other class-
es: Simple Sew 1, in which students
make a tote bag, Finishing Techniques,
and Upcycling.

“Teaching is extremely fun,” said
Greenberg. “I love being part of a cre-
ative community.”
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Sew and Tell: Park Slope Seamstress Takes to the Classroom

For more information on
Brooklyn Mercantile visit
brooklynmercantile.com.
To contact Greenberg
about freelance projects,
e-mail her at sewjanine-
@gmail.com.




