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These are very exciting times for the American Liver Foundation as we work together to advance our 

mission to facilitate, advocate, and promote education, patient support, and research for the prevention, 

treatment and cure of liver disease. In order to ensure our success, we continue to engage the best and 

brightest volunteer and staff leadership available. 

 Donna Cryer, Chair, American Liver Foundation Board of Directors, welcomed five new members who 

were elected to the ALF Board of Directors during the December 3rd Annual Meeting of the Delegate 

Assembly: Lorraine Corte s-Va zquez, Hilda Fuentes, John Kontor, MD, Rohit Loomba, MD and Hillel Tobi-

as, MD. Each of these outstanding individuals will bring a special expertise and a unique perspective to 

the challenges and opportunities ahead. 

Lorraine Cortés-Vázquez is the Executive Vice President for Multicultural Mar-

kets & Engagement at AARP Most recently, she was New York’s Secretary of State, 

the first Hispanic to serve in that role.  She has also served as vice president of Gov-

ernment and Public Affairs at Cablevision Systems Corporation.  Corte s-Va zquez 

has served as president of the Hispanic Federation, a nonprofit network of 90 Lati-

no health and human service agencies in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and 

Pennsylvania, aiding more than 2 million Latinos annually. In the early 1990s, Cor-

te s-Va zquez served as executive director of ASPIRA of New York, a Latino 

youth leadership and development agency.  

 

Dr. Kontor is a partner in Clinovations, a health management consulting 

firm with a focus on Health IT solutions.   Prior to his current position, Dr. 

Kontor was the Vice President and Chief Medical Informatics Officer of 

Bon Secours Health Systems.  Dr. Kontor has extensive medical experience 

in clinical settings including a group practice at Sarasota Memorial Health Care 

System, chief medical officer at Bon Secours Venice Hospital and medical direc-

tor of Bon Secours Primary Care Network. 

Hillel Tobias, MD, PhD is Clinical Professor of Medicine at New York University 

School of Medicine and Medical Director of the Liver Transplant Service at the 

New York University Langone Medical Center. Dr. Tobias has a long history in 

both clinical and research aspects of liver disease starting his studies at the  

Free Hospital in London.  He has conducted research on the effect  of alcohol on 



 

on the body lipids and development of fatty liver disease.  Dr. Tobias served as an NIH fellow and at 

Mt. Sinai Hospital he studied the natural history of hepatitis in the East Harlem drug addict communi-

ty.   

Hilda Fuentes is the Chief Executive Officer at the Samuel U. Rodgers Health 

Center in Kansas City. She is responsible for the leadership, strategic direction 

and operation of the health center where she successfully lead a $25 million 

capital campaign to build a new facility.  Prior to her current position, Ms. 

Fuentes was the Deputy Director of the Missouri Health Department.  She is a 

graduate of Eastern Michigan University and is active as a volunteer in the Kan-

sas City community. 

Rohit Loomba, MD, serves as assistant professor of Clinical Medicine, T. 

Franklin Williams Scholar, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Depart-

ment of Medicine and as Assistant Adjunct Professor, Division of Epidemiology, 

Department of Family and Preventive Medicine at the University of California at 

San Diego.  He is a graduate of the Armed Forces Medical College in India and re-

ceived a Masters of Health Sciences in Clinical Research from Duke University 

School of Medicine.  

 

 

 

 

American Liver Foundation ® 

CORE VALUES  

 

By living these values every day, we offer hope 

to all those affected by liver disease. These val-

ues guide our work as volunteers and staff of the 

American Liver Foundation as we move toward 

our ultimate goal of a world without liver dis-

ease.  

 Leadership  

 Integrity  

 Vigilance  

 Excellence  



 

FY 2011 PROGRAM SUMMARY 

 

In FY 2011, the American Liver Foundation (ALF) reached new programmatic milestones. ALF 

reached 134,157 individuals through education programs, support services, and outreach activi-

ties.  Through its 724 education programs, ALF reached 31,849 participants. A leading outcome of 

ALF’s education programs is the 96% average increase in knowledge participants reported after each 

program. Additionally, ALF provided needed support services to 7,123 individuals through helpline 

requests and other mechanisms of support. Through its outreach activities, ALF reached 95,185 indi-

viduals. 

 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND HIGHLIGHTS 

ALF education programs consist of core programs, national initiatives and division-specific programs. 

Three core programs were conducted nationwide in FY 2011: 

 

1)  Love Your Liver (LYL) is an interactive education program targeted to school-aged students 

 and young adults.  ALF conducted 412 LYL programs reaching 25,417 students nationwide.  

 The majority of students (83%) described the overall program content as either “excellent” or 

 “very good” and reported a 100% increase in knowledge. 

 

2)       Treatment Choices Initiative (TCI) is a hepatitis C education program targeted to at-risk indi-

 viduals.  ALF conducted 207 TCI programs for 4,457 participants, an increase of 50% and 67%, 

 respectively, compared to FY 2010. The majority (92%) of attendees described the program 

 content as either “excellent” or “very good”.  Additionally, participants reported an 88% aver

 age increase in knowledge. 

 

3)  Fatty Liver Information Program (FLIP) is an education program about non-alcoholic fatty liv-

er disease targeted to the general public and patients.  ALF conducted 87 FLIP programs for 

 1,303 participants.  Participants reported a 94% average increase in knowledge and the ma-

 jority (88%) of attendees described the program content as either “excellent” or “very good.” 

 



 

CAPITOL HILL DAY VISIT  

 

On March 14th, 

dozens of liver ac-

tivists from across 

the country were 

on Capitol Hill in 

Washington DC to 

speak up for access 

to quality health 

care, increased 

funding for liver 

research and im-

proved hepatitis 

testing, education 

and prevention. 

The American Liv-

er Foundation 

fielded some of the 

largest numbers of volunteers and staff in its history to speak to key legislators on issues at the heart 

of improving life for those affected by liver disease and to increase better liver health and wellness 

for everyone.  They were joined by members of the American Association for the Study of Liver Dis-

ease (AASLD) and several other liver and hepatitis advocacy groups. 

The advocates spoke to the important issue that liver disease is a looming public health problem.  It is 

estimated that hepatitis C will affect over 3 million Americans and the majority of these will be in the 

baby boomer age group.  The cost of treatment could be enormous and the advocates want to make 

sure everyone has equal access to the health care at the time they need it.  

Research continues to be the bedrock of hope for all those facing liver conditions.  The American    
Liver Foundation is asking Congress to fund the National Institutes of Health at no less than $32     
billion in FY13.  This is the minimum amount needed to assure progress in liver research and is $1.3 

million more than the President’s budget       
request. Liver cancer is the fastest growing of 
all cancers and its five year survival rate is     
second worst at 11 percent. 

 

Pictured from left to right are Newton Guerin, 

CEO and President of ALF, U.S. Senator Charles 

E. Schumer, and ALF board member Michael 

Kerr. 



 

CORPORATE PARTNERS 

 

Merck & Company, a national strategic partner of ALF’s, has agreed to fund an initiative focused on 

hepatitis C.  The goal is to raise awareness about the disease, encourage screening and testing and 

provide educational materials and support services for people who are in treatment or considering 

treatment.   This 2 year grant will allow ALF to greatly enhance their ability to address the needs of 

hepatitis C patients. 

 

Bayer/Onyx and ALF are partnering to create a 

Virtual Rally campaign to raise awareness of liver 

disease.  This virtual campaign will ask partici-

pants to join the rally, create an avatar and spread 

the word to their friends and family.  We will not 

be asking participants to make a donation, thus not 

jeopardizing our other fundraising campaigns.  The 

Virtual Rally will launch mid-April and conclude 

June 30, 2012.  Bayer/Onyx is providing a six digit 

sponsorship to ALF as a partner. 

 

Genentech is sponsoring ALF’s annual Hill Day this year.  ALF brought 40 constituents to Hill Day and 

provided an extensive training prior to meeting with congressional representatives.  Hill Day is an im-

portant activity for ALF as it provides a voice for people living with liver disease.  

 

Kadmon Corporation has agreed to be ALF’s first national sponsor of Flavors for 2012.  Kadmon will 

be the Presenting sponsor at Flavors of 

Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Houston 

and San Diego, the Premier sponsor of Fla-

vors of Phoenix and will be a table sponsor 

at the remaining 14 Flavors events taking 

place across the country.  Kadmon is a very 

committed partner of ALF’s. 

 

Deep River Snacks of Connecticut has 

agreed to provide 20,000 bags of chips to 

be used at the Spring Liver Life Walks.  The 

chip bags carry the ALF logo on the bag . 



 

           DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIFIC 

               ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

 

 

This year the American Liver Foundation’s Distinguished Scientific Achievement 

Award has been presented to Robert H. Purcell, MD. 

After completing medical school at Duke University and an internship in pediatrics 

at Duke Hospital, Dr. Purcell joined the Epidemic Intelligence Service of the Centers 

for Disease Control.  He was assigned to the Laboratory of Infectious Diseases, Na-

tional Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National Institutes of Health, where he studied respiratory 

viruses and mycoplasmas before changing his field of study to hepatitis viruses.  He served as an officer in the 

US Public Health Service from 1963 until 1997, when he joined the Senior Biomedical Research Service.  He 

continues to work at the National Institutes of Health as Chief of the Hepatitis Viruses Section of the Laboratory 

of Infectious Diseases, NIAID.  Dr. Purcell is a member of numerous medical, scientific and honor societies.  He 

has published over 760 original papers, reviews and book chapters in his field of specialization and holds over 

50 issued patents. 

Much of Dr. Purcell’s work has been in the study of hepatitis, both its treatment and prevention.  He used immu-

noelectron microscopy to learn more about the epidemiology of hepatitis A and C (HAV and HCV).  Dr. Purcell 

also studied the important connections between the other hepatitides which has resulted in subsequent vac-

cines that have been licensed by major pharmaceutical companies. 

A nominee is chosen because he/she has discovered new breakthroughs in the field of Hepatology and men-

tored numerous trainees.  A passion for science and research has hallmarked a distinguished career which has 

included previous recognition, publication and lecture opportunities.   

Once chosen by the Committee the recipient receives their award at the Research Awards Reception during the 

AASLD Liver Meeting. 

This award has been given a total of 12 times. 

SINGER JON SECADA JOINS MERCK AND AMERICAN LIVER FOUNDATION’S TUNE IN TO HEP C 

PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 

In February 2012, Merck (NYSE: MRK) announced that Jon Secada will join the Tune 

In to Hep C public health campaign. Secada, a three-time GRAMMY® award-winning 

recording artist and songwriter will help raise awareness of chronic hepatitis C virus 

(HCV) infection. The Cuban-American performer noted that his father had recently 

passed away from complications associated with chronic HCV infection. Because HCV 

disproportionately affects the Hispanic community, Secada hopes that sharing his 

personal connection through this bilingual awareness campaign will activate Hispan-

ic Americans with chronic HCV to take action and speak to their doctors about their 

options. 

Secada joins Merck, the American Liver Foundation (ALF), and fellow GRAMMY® winners Gregg Allman of the 



 

 Allman Brothers Band and Natalie Cole on the Tune In to Hep C 

initiative, which Merck and ALF launched last year. 

About Jon Secada  

Secada is a three-time GRAMMY award-winning Cuban-American 

recording artist and songwriter who has released a string of hits in 

both English and Spanish. He has sold more than 20 million al-

bums since his self-titled debut album in 1992. Jon Secada (SBK/

EMI) sold more than six million copies worldwide and was certi-

fied triple platinum in the U.S., where it reached No. 15 among Billboard Pop albums.  

He later scored a No. 5 Pop hit with the Gold single “Just Another Day,” and three more top 30 hits, “Angel,” 

“I’m Free,” and “Do You Believe in Us?” The Spanish-language version of the album, Otro Dia Mas Sin Verte (EMI

-Latin), became the top Latin album of 1992 earning him his first GRAMMY Award for Best Latin Pop Album.  

Recently, Secada participated as a celebrity contestant on Univision's hit dance show "Mira Quien Balia" (Latin 

version of "Dancing with the Stars"), and he released his highly anticipated new Spanish album, Otra Vez (YME 

Records/Universal), in February 2011. Secada is currently working on his next English album, I’m Never Too 

Far Away, which is expected to be released in 2012.  

Secada’s father Jose was born in Cuba in 1928 and remained there until 1970 when he moved his family to the 

United States. After being diagnosed with chronic HCV, he waited for more than 10 years to reveal his diagno-

sis to his son. Jose Secada was a proud man who wanted to be strong and provide for his family. He did not feel 

sick initially, so he did not follow up with his doctor and never took action against his disease. Ultimately, he 

began to experience complications, but did not understand the potential consequences until it was too late and 

the damage to his liver was irreparable. Before his father passed away in November of 2011, Secada received 

his blessing to share their family's story to educate others about the disease.  

 

                       

                      ARTHUR R. BARRON     1934-2011 

 

We regret the passing of our dear friend and alumnus, Arthur 

(Art) Barron on October 22, 2011. Arthur served as a member of 

ALF’s board from 2002 through 2006 and was Chair of the devel-

opment committee for most of that time. 

Art had a storied career as Chair of Time Warner International 

and President of Paramount Communication’s entertainment 

group. He was an expert in the international entertainment and 

communications fields. In 1987, Art was awarded France’s pres-

tigious Commandeur des Arts et des Lettres medal, the highest 

honor given by the French Ministry of Culture to recognize his 

significant contributions to French culture. 

He was a tireless supporter of the Foundation, giving generously 

of his time and treasure. We offer our sincere condolences to his wife Joan and his family. We will miss Art 

greatly. 



 

Where Are They Now? 

A Profile of Ellis Green 

by Mary K. Williams 

 

 

Ellis Green is a former National Board member who lives in 

Atlanta, Georgia and is a Senior Vice President with Raymond 

James & Associates, Inc. With the ALF, he served as Presi-

dent of his local chapter from 2000 – 2002, and was with the 

National Board from 2001 – 2008.  

Like many in the ALF family, Ellis Green’s involvement with the organization began with a personal 

and unexpected connection to liver disease. His son Austin was diagnosed at two months of age 

with Biliary Atresia.  

At that time there were no liver transplant programs going on in Geor-

gia, and there was very little being done research-wise in this area, 

and we were referred out to Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and Nebraska for 

pediatric liver transplantation, and a procedure called a Kasai… 

A Kasai procedure is an abdominal surgery that uses the middle part 

of the small intestine (the jejunum) to substitute for the common bile 

duct. One end is removed from the duodenum, and then attached di-

rectly to the liver. Then the open end of the duodenum is attached to 

the side of the jejunum. 

The Kasai was really the only treatment option that they had, and if 

that didn’t work, then you were waiting for a liver transplant…long story short is that Austin 

had an unsuccessful Kasai, and it didn’t provide him any improvement whatsoever. And so 

he needed a liver transplant. 

Eventually a liver did become available at Children’s Hospital in Cincinnati, but sadly Austin died 

on the operating table when they induced the anesthesia. About six months later, one of Aus-

tin’s doctors, Bill Balistreri traveled to a “Meet the Researchers” forum in Atlanta. At this point, 

Green was not involved with the ALF, but attended to... 

have a chance to speak to Bill again, and thank him for everything that he and his team had 

done for our family at Cincinnati and at that meeting, met the president of the local chapter who 

encouraged me to try to get involved with the chapter, which I think was basically in a reforming 

stage at that point in time…and so the rest is history. I ended up coming on to the local chapter 

board, and becoming very active at a chapter level. Eventually I became President of the local 

chapter. 

 

 



 

Green says that the involvement in the ALF was a way to work through the grief, and try to make a 

difference for someone else. 

His work with his local chapter was rewarding and challenging; he recounts a time when the staff 

was running a “Meet the Researchers” forum. A parent of a sick child arrived with a stack of medi-

cal records that must have been about three feet high. It was difficult, because although that was 

not the ideal venue for a doctor to have time to absorb information about an unknown patient, and 

give helpful feedback – how can a doctor say no –facing the sheer desperation of the parent? 

Other challenges and tasks involved initiating new fundraising projects, and finding others to helm 

the projects after they were successful.  

Soon enough, he found himself on the ALF local Board of Directors. In this capacity, Green tried to 

introduce more of an organizational structure. He held different jobs, some official, some unofficial, 

but as the president, his “number one role was try to keep the chapter successful, and then to re-

cruit and identify my replacement.”  

A few years later he was recruited by Alan Brownstein (then CEO of the ALF) to be on the National 

Board. Here, he served several functions. Because of Green’s financial background, he helped ini-

tiate an Investment Committee. He also worked in the fundraising arm of the Finance Committee, 

and was also involved with the market working group, the Executive Committee, the Biliary Atresia 

Fund for the Cure (where he traveled around the country to help increase awareness of BA), the 

Children’s Liver Council, the Compensation Commit-

tee, and the Development Committee. 

When we discussed whether Green has witnessed 

any marked improvement in public awareness or 

perception of liver disease, he said that although 

the Board has always worked on brand awareness, 

it was still hard to measure.  

On several occasions he went to the Georgia legislature in a 

grassroots effort, lobbying for more awareness of the disease. Also, the National Board would have 

a meeting every year in Washington, DC, meetings that are now known as national “Hill Day”. 

Green felt that these efforts did have an impact on raising awareness.  But overall, the challenge 

for the ALF has always been how to measure the impact their programs have with the general pub-

lic. Green did mention that he felt that promoting patient support groups at the chapter level was 

very rewarding and effective.  

And life outside the ALF? 

Green has two daughters, one is a senior in high school, and the other is in college. As they grew 

older, he knew he wanted to spend more time with them. He says that although he did miss a few 

of their important events during his tenure with the National Board, the girls understood the rea-

sons, and they too, are committed to the mission, and have been involved in the Liver Life Walks 

and general fundraising for the ALF.   

 

involvement in the ALF was a way 

to work through the grief, and try 

to make a difference for someone 

else. 



 

 

Of course, Green is glad for the chance to be more hands-on in his work at Raymond James & 

Associates, but he is still able to find downtime. He loves golfing and at one point he had orga-

nized some local ALF tournaments. He also enjoys fishing and snow skiing. Although the Atlanta 

climate isn’t amenable to snow sports, Green was able to take a special ski trip to Montana this 

winter which he thoroughly enjoyed. 

We closed the discussion with an important question. Has anyone ever confused him with the 

New England Patriot’s running back, Ben Jarvus Green-Ellis? With good humor, Green respond-

ed: 

Only when you do your web search and come up with that. It doesn’t help if you put it in the 

right order; it still pulls him up long before you’ll ever find me! 

And the American Liver Foundation was lucky to have found you Ellis Green! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about the American Liver Foundation’s advocacy and volunteer opportunities contact Becky Frank at 

bfrank@liverfoundation.org or 212.668.1000 ext. 1121 

If you would like this newsletter delivered to you via email, please send Becky an email 

To join our mailing list and receive the Liver Health & Wellness monthly e-newsletter, go to www.liverfoundation.org, click on 

Join Our Mail List 

 

 

 

 

Our mission is to facilitate, advocate and promote education, support and re-
search for the prevention, treatment and cure of liver disease. 

 

http://www.liverfoundation.org/about/
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