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    ON THE TRAIL OF 
A ROMANIAN ADVENTURE

Walking always gets my juices !owing. This time, 
as so many times before, my steps lead me to the 
Athenaeum for an evening performance. I pay my 
respects to this neoclassical temple of culture, which 
welcomes me through its grand columns. No matter 
if I’m in a rush to get to my seat or not (I usually 
am), I always stop for photos. I marvel yet again 
at the magni#cent Carrara marble lobby with its 
12 pink-hued Doric columns and ornate ceiling and 
stop at the four monumental spiral staircases leading 
up to the Big Hall. ‘How many photos are too many?’ 
think to myself. It seems there are never enough – 
I snap away, as if seeing them for the very #rst time.
 I take in the comings and goings of well-groomed 
ladies and gentlemen and head up the stairs. It’s 
always my mother greeting me there along with 
a solid roster of her friends, some of whom come 
here weekly. Looking above the red velvet seats 
and loges, a large 70-metre fresco depicting 25 
scenes from Romanian history adorns the ceiling, 
setting the stage for a momentous concert led by 
the principal conductor, Maestro Christian Badea.
 Opened in 1888, the domed Romanian Athenaeum 
is the most prestigious concert hall in the country, 
marking a long tradition of classical music. Designed 
by French architect Albert Galleron, it’s home 
to the George Enescu Philharmonic Orchestra 
and is where this, the most celebrated Romanian 
composer in history, made his debut and gave the 
#rst performance of his masterpiece Romanian 
Rhapsodies. It’s also my favourite landmark 
in Bucharest.
 I’ve been coming here ever since I was a child, 
when my grandfather would get tickets for the whole 
family. I cannot think of a more de#ning location, 
no other place that conjures up so many memories 
for me. It was during the summer of 2020, the #rst 
year of the pandemic, that I sat here, trans#xed, with 
tears in my eyes, as concerts were held outdoors 
by the Athenaeum’s entrance, next to the stairs – 
playing in front of masked attendees all around. 
This is also where we went for our #rst proper 
concert back in the late spring of 2021, distanced at 
50% capacity but happy. All would be well again.

In recent years, Romania has emerged as a go-to destination for 
gastronomy, distinct heritage sites, and ecotourism. An exploration begins 
in the much-renewed, dynamic capital of Bucharest, the gateway to an 
enigmatic Transylvania and the unparalleled Carpathian Mountains. 
Following a decade in New York City and nearly settling in France, travel 
writer Monica Suma (a native of Romania) shares why she moved back and 
why you should visit, too.
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Belle Époque grandeur to this day, George Enescu 
Square is where you should start your exploration 
of Bucharest. Here you’re just steps away from 
Calea Victoriei (Victory Avenue, the capital’s main 
thoroughfare), the former Royal Palace (which now 
hosts the National Museum of Art), and the site of 
events from the 1989 Revolution. It’s a vibrant avenue 
to stroll along, a nucleus where pedestrian-only 
weekends now take place in the summer as well as 
events such as the Spotlight Festival, which features 
video mapping on top sites in the city. As a result 
of the harsh pandemic restrictions, life here began 
spilling out onto the sidewalks like never before. That 
buzz has remained, and these days the avenue is 
packed from late spring to late autumn with queues 
for artisanal ice cream, seating for Romanian craft 
beer bars, and new eateries galore.
 Many people only associate Bucharest with 
communism and head straight to the gigantic Palace 
of the Parliament, infamous for being the second-
largest building in the world after the Pentagon. We 
locals don’t really care for it, aside from the fact that 
it hosts the Parliament of Romania. I’ve been inside it 
only two or three times. But it’s inescapable, and it’s 
become a site for events, the MNAC Contemporary 
Art Museum, and various markets and fairs 
throughout the year. After all, the palace has plenty of 
space – some 1100 rooms, most of them still unused.
 The Palace of the Parliament is part of a recent 
brutal past that saw a dictator scrape away an entire 
neighbourhood, called Uranus, including signi#cant 
monuments and churches, and displacing thousands 

of people to erect this palace of preposterous 
opulence. While 42 years of communism certainly 
left its scars, the city I came back to has turned 
the page.
 The Bucharest I grew up in and identify with is 
one of interwar villas, lush parks, ivy-covered houses 
hiding shady courtyards, and architectural richness. 
Here you’ll #nd one of the largest concentrations of 
modernist buildings after Tel Aviv, an abundance of 
Art Nouveau and Art Deco gems, and also Neo-
Romanian monuments. But to do so, you need to stay 
curious and be open to exploring. Go off the beaten 
track, outside the rowdy Old Town, and into the 
quieter districts. Growing up in a Parisian-style villa 
that my great-grandfather built taught me that.
 I #nd inspiration in meandering through the 
historic Icoanei neighbourhood, the side streets 
surrounding the Armenian Quarter, and the tranquil 
Cotroceni district, which are most suitable for an 
architectural treasure hunt. Seeing palaces take 
on new life following sweeping restorations always 
puts a smile on my face, as does evidence of new 
establishments stepping in.
 It’s quarters like these that make us Romanians 
forget the sheer size of this spread-out capital 
originally certi#ed as a royal residence in 1459 and 
with a current population of two million people 
(but three million transiting each weekday). Unlike 
its sister capitals in central and eastern Europe, 
Bucharest – which bustles with cars and a growing 
population – can at times feel like a beast needing 
hefty efforts to be tamed.

 Despite the urban challenges, however, the city 
never lost its cultural effervescence. It was during my 
frequent trips back home while living in France that 
I #rst noticed its pull. During invites to the annual 
Art Safari (the biggest art event in the country) or 
Romanian Design Week editions, I realised I wanted 
to witness the !urry of happenings up close. To be 
part of this new breath of life, this new generation 
rede#ning the city. To impart to friends abroad a 
modern Romania they didn’t know or expect to 
#nd. It was an energy I connected to, and like-
minded people – a tribe I could perhaps join. Just 
like my mercurial, moody self, in constant need of 
creative pursuits, so was Bucharest on a quest for 
creative regeneration, eclectic and looking towards 
the future.
 Ironically, after I moved back home, I became 
everyone’s encyclopaedia of places to go. I had just 
spent twelve years abroad, so I arrived with fresh 
eyes. I was the excited newcomer seeing all the 
potential, a sponge hungry for discovery. And it was 
the culinary aspect that #rst drew me in.
 Unimaginable perhaps even ten years ago, one 
of the main reasons to visit Bucharest today is 
gastronomy. With an ever-growing market of new 
restaurants, a specialty coffee scene rivalling that 
of Berlin and Scandinavia, and a revived Romanian 
wine industry, it’s full of all the kinds of spots I’d 
grown accustomed to living in New York. Endless 
brunch options, rooftops, plenty of Asian cuisine 
hotspots… An exquisite New Romanian Cuisine 
had emerged, led by a new wave of young chefs 

 And one reason for that is the biennial George 
Enescu International Festival that’s been honouring 
Enescu’s legacy ever since 1958. The city is always 
buzzing during the festival, jam-packed with visitors 
from around the world. In fact, early autumn is 
a great time to visit Bucharest. The festival season 
ramps up, an Indian-summer vibe settles in, and 
holidaymakers are back in town. But late spring, 
when the scent of magnolias and linden blossoms 
sweetly soak the air, is also a great time to visit.
 At the festival’s 26th edition this year (from 
August 27 to September 24), famed Romanian 
conductor Cristian Măcelaru will lead as artistic 
director while also helming the Orchestre National 
de France as its musical director. Just like Enescu, 
who was known in the latter years of his life as 
Georges Enesco in Paris, so the purveyors of his 
legacy also embrace this century-old French-
Romanian cultural connection. We even have our 
own Arch of Triumph, built to mark victory in the 
First World War during the reign of Queen Mary and 
King Ferdinand 100 years ago.

ONCE DUBBED THE ‘LITTLE PARIS’ FOR ITS 
GRAND BEAUX-ARTS PALACES, which ooze 

Bucharest, city of interwar 
villas, lush parks, ivy-covered 

houses, and architectural richness

The side entrance to 
the iconic Romanian 
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of the George Enescu 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

Inside the grand Big Hall of 
the Romanian Athenaeum.

The lounge area at The Marmorosch Bucharest in 
UIF�0ME�5PXO
�B�MBUF���th-century bank reopened 
BT�B�ƋWF�TUBS�Autograph Collection hotel.

The pedestrian Calea Victoriei 
and the National Museum of 
Romanian History on a car-free 
TVNNFS�XFFLFOE�

Ph
ot

o 
by

 P
el

ay
o 

Ar
bu

és
 (U

ns
pl

as
h)

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f M
ar

m
or

os
ch



52 / airBaltic.com Baltic Outlook / 2023 / 53

YOUR NEXT DESTINATION / March YOUR NEXT DESTINATION / March

with an interpretation of #ne dining based on 
traditional fare.
 I often joke with my foodie squad, passionate 
travellers, and fellow former expats that our Excel 
spreadsheet of locales never dwindles. As soon as 
we tick one off, three more places pop up. And of 
course, eating and drinking is always a nice excuse 
to ‘recentre ourselves’. Or catch up with friends 
at design-forward cafés that have given rise to 
large communities and whose baristas are World 
Coffee Champions.

AS THE ESSENCE OF A HISTORICAL CAFÉ 
CULTURE, IT’S THE GARDEN BARS I MISSED 
THE MOST WHILE ABROAD. Going to a terasă 
is a social event of communing, a meeting place in 
which to socialise and catch up with friends. Just 
like Parisians break bread with wine and cheese 
on the Seine, we Romanians head to garden bars. 
Tucked behind Cărtureşti Verona, one of the 
cultural references of the city and the #rst location 
of the biggest bookstore in the country, Café Verona 
is one of the top favourites. Sera Eden is another 
beauty, sitting in a park-like greenhouse behind a 

gorgeous mansion and exuding an aura of paradise, 
just as its name suggests. But perhaps the spot I 
frequent most is hip Mercato Kultur in the verdant, 
upmarket Aviatorilor area, right next to the German 
Embassy.
 With a cuisine based on Balkan in!uences 
but with plenty of Turkish, German, Greek, and 
Hungarian !avours as well, Romanians take great 
pleasure in eating. And, despite being a magnet for 
tourists, I do recommend you sample some of the 
classic dishes at Caru’ cu Bere, Bucharest’s oldest 
brewery. Set in a timeless Neo-Gothic interior with 
stained-glass windows, the dishes are accompanied 
by buoyant folklore performances in the evening, 
thus truly completing the local experience.
 The typical home-cooked meal involves sarmale 
(grape or cabbage leaves stuffed with minced meat 
and rice) with mămăligă (polenta), but I like to 
order the brewery’s slow-roasted pork knuckle with 
braised sour cabbage and horseradish. It’s on the big 
side, but it’s fall-off-the-bone delicious. I’m always 
amused when visiting friends #rst look at the dish 
with suspicion, and then proceed to unapologetically 
tuck into it. It’s that good, especially with a house 
beer whose recipe dates back to 1879.
 For a cosier experience, Marius Tudosiei’s Băcănia 
Veche (‘the old grocer’) is the friend you didn’t know 
you needed. Known for its artisanal delicacies and 
home-cooked meals, the latest bistro on Bulevardul 
Dacia is everyone’s go-to place for a delicious, more 
re#ned take on local dishes. For my mother and 
me, it’s like our home away from home. With an 

intimate, softly-lit garden you never want to leave, we 
recommend the meat-and-cheese platter for making 
an exciting acquaintance with local charcuterie. Also 
delightful are the eggplant salad and the zacuscă – 
both staple, smoked-vegetable spreads. But frankly, 
anything is good if suitably washed down with a glass 
of Romanian wine. Try local grape varieties such as 
white Fetească Regală (meaning ‘royal maiden’) and 
red Fetească Neagră, among many others.

IN CONTRAST TO FLAT, BUSTLING BUCHAREST, 
A QUIETER WORLD OF MOUNTAINOUS 
ADVENTURE AND MEDIEVAL CHARM AWAITS 
IN TRANSYLVANIA. It might come as no surprise 
that ‘the land beyond the forest’ (as per its meaning 
in Latin) is the most popular region in the country, 
partly due to Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula. A real-
life prince – an ancestor of the King of England, no 
less (although no vampires that I know of…) – did 
in fact inspire the story. But fables and folklore 
aside, prepare to discover a magical land of castles, 
fortresses, and Saxon villages crowned by forti#ed 
old churches.
 But even more than the rich local culture (for 
which we can thank a unique merging of historical 
in!uences), the secret sauce that proves so alluring 
time and again in this province is not so secret after 
all. In the end, it’s all about a simpler way of life here, 
about steadfast traditions passed down through 
the generations, about crafts and customs from 
yesteryear that are still practised and observed. And, 
more and more, it’s also about ecotourism. Village 

life is the bedrock from which Romanian culture 
springs, and nowhere is this more intriguing than 
in Transylvania.
 Nature lovers are also in for a big treat. Amidst 
the vast wilderness of the Carpathian Mountains, 
Romania holds the last primal forests in Europe. It’s 
why #lms such as Cold Mountain starring Nicole 
Kidman, Jude law, and Renée Zellweger were shot 
in the Carpathians, amidst snow-covered rural 
landscapes and in nearby #elds and farms unfettered 
by signs of modern life. A life-long favourite 
destination of King Charles III and the subject of 
travel documentaries such as Wild Carpathia 
by Charlie Ottley (and several other docuseries 
that followed, including Flavours of Romania on 
Net#ix), scenic beauty can be found all around this 
multicultural region where Romanians, Germans, 
Hungarians, and many others have left their imprint.
 Whenever I crave a day trip outside the capital, 
I take the 90-minute train ride from the North 
Railway Station to Sinaia. I never tire of the elegance 
of this mountain resort town in picturesque Prahova 
County, chosen by King Carol I of Romania as his 
royal summer residence due to its outstanding 
location in the Bucegi Mountains. Stroll up the 
pathway leading to Peleș Castle, a commanding 
Neo-Renaissance and Gothic Revival castle erected 
for Carol I of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen, honouring 
the family’s German heritage. Now a museum, don’t 
miss the guided tour inside. Thanks to its postcard 
vistas and grand interiors (as well as the smaller 
Pelișor Castle just a short walk away), several #lms 

With a cuisine based on 
Balkan in!uences, Romanians 
take great pleasure in eating
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A lively café tucked 
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about princes and royal matchmaking have been 
shot here. You might also recognise the royal train 
station of Sinaia doubling as Burlington Station in the 
Net#ix smash hit Wednesday.
 Continue with a short train ride to Bușteni, where 
another resplendent castle awaits. Here, you can 
walk up to Cantacuzino Castle, a Neo-Romanian 
castle built in the Brâncovenesc style on the order of 
Prince Gheorghe Grigore Cantacuzino, the country’s 
prime minister around the turn of the 20th century. 
Set on the premises of a former hunting lodge, this 
is the site for Nevermore Academy in Tim Burton’s 
ultra-popular series Wednesday.
 I loved to come here even before streaming 
viewership records magni#ed interest in this 
castle. Especially in autumn, when – as seen on the 
show – the foliage is golden and the weather stays 
warm until late October. It’s de#nitely more radiant 
than the woeful yet brilliantly cinematic outtake 
portrayed by the characters on TV. The guided tour 
inside is lovely, with art exhibits often on display, but 
the real cherry on the cake here is having lunch on 
the terrace of Canta Cuisine Restaurant, which 
overlooks a magni#cent lineup of mountaintops. As 

crowds are likely to be higher these days, especially 
when it’s sunny, arrive early or during the week for 
better chances to get a table.
 Further inland, dive deeper into Siebenbürgen, 
this region’s German name referring to ‘the seven 
citadels’. In the 12th and 13th centuries, Saxon settlers 
were brought in during the Hungarian rule of this 
area to protect its southern borders from invading 
Turks and Tatar Mongols. They erected a wealth of 
forti#ed churches and citadels, many of which still 
stand today.

IF YOU HAVE A FEW DAYS TO EXPLORE 
TRANSYLVANIA, HEAD SOME 40 KILOMETRES 
NORTH TO BRAȘOV, either by car or on a one-
hour train ride. It’s the most visited destination in 
Romania for a reason, and with a brand-new airport 
being inaugurated later this year, it’s no wonder 
why. Brașov ticks all the boxes. As one of the best-
preserved citadel towns, this compact mountain 
outpost is picture-perfect with Saxon architecture, 
bastion walls, Gothic spires, and orange-hued roofs. 
Located at the foot of forested Mount Tâmpa (easily 
accessed via hiking trails or cable car for panoramic 
views), a Hollywood-like sign spelling out ‘Brașov’ in 
white letters proudly glistens on the horizon. Lively 
Piaţa Sfatului is dotted with hip cafés, restaurants, 
and colourful architecture.
 Aside from being a favourite for mountain lovers 
due to its proximity to the Poiana Brașov ski resort, 
Brașov is a great base from which to see more. And 
here comes your chance to learn what’s the deal 

with Dracula. Stoker’s book catapulted sites such as 
the mystery-#lled clifftop Bran Castle to fame, which 
is why tourists come here in droves. But the legend is 
exactly that – only a legend. Vlad Ţepeș, the ruthless 
15th-century Wallachian prince known as Vlad the 
Impaler, who inspired the fantasy novel, never lived 

here. And Stoker never even set foot in Transylvania. 
That said, this medieval castle is nevertheless worth 
the trip, if you can avoid it during peak season.
 Closer to reality, consider continuing 60 
kilometres further north into storybook Sighișoara, 
a UNESCO-protected town that’s not to be missed. 

This is the site for Nevermore 
Academy in Tim Burton’s ultra-

popular series Wednesday

The Neo-Romanian-style 
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�
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Academy in the /FUƈJY 
TFSJFT`8FEOFTEBZ.

Statuary décor 
overlooking 
the balconies 
of Cantacuzino 
Castle.
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the 15th�DFOUVSZ�#MBDL�5PXFS
�FBTJMZ�
accessible on foot.
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This is where, in 1431, the same dreaded Vlad Ţepeș 
is said to have been born in a house that can be 
visited today. The town is the last inhabited medieval 
fortress in Europe, whose famous 14th-century 
Clock Tower is still standing. But history aside, you 
may just fall in love with all the rainbow-coloured 
houses, ancient cobblestone streets, and pretty 
merchant houses.
 Sighișoara tends to get #lled with tourists, though, 
so plan on spending an afternoon there but staying 
the night elsewhere. And you may #nd the best 
opportunities for that off the beaten path, in the 
quiet, old-world Saxon villages nearby. Because this 
area is more remote, exploring by car is ideal here.

 Inscribed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site 
due to their unique forti#ed churches, the villages 
of Biertan, Câlnic, Dârjiu, Prejmer, Saschiz, Valea 
Viilor, and Viscri – six of them Saxon and one 
Székely – are a dream come true for adherents of 
the slow-travel movement encouraged here. With 
distinct, traditional crafts still observed and many 
of the characteristically Saxon houses wonderfully 
restored in bright colours, plan a stop here for a real 
slice of Transylvanian idyll.
 I recently spent a few days in Biertan, and the 
mist-shrouded village provided the reset I needed. 
Waking up in a traditional guesthouse to the sound 
of tranquillity, the smell of a wood-burning stove, and 

the joyous sound of birdsong in the brisk morning 
air with the Forti#ed Church of Biertan in the 
background remains imprinted on my memory. That, 
along with the richness of rose-hip jam and tarragon 
soups prepared in the area, never served without 
a shot of gut-wrenching ţuică or pălincă (a plum 
brandy between 40 and 50% alcohol) to start things 
off. This is an extraordinary part of Transylvania, 
free of the busyness and noise we’ve grown all too 
accustomed to. Which is why initiatives such as 
the newly inaugurated Via Transilvanica – a long-
distance trail that will be 1400 kilometres long when 
completed and cross the entire country – aims to 
nurture rural Transylvania and other unique areas.
 Not far from nearby Sibiu, another main citadel 
city worthy of an extended stop, the thrilling 
85-kilometre Transfăgărășan road leads south. 
Labelled one the best driving roads in the world 
by the BBC’s Top Gear, adventure seekers will love 
this jaw-dropping marvel. Connecting Transylvania 
with Muntenia (the region in historic Wallachia 
where Bucharest lies) through the highest and 
most spectacular mountain range of the Southern 
Carpathians, the Făgăraş Mountains, the journey 
peaks at 2042 metres at Bâlea Glacier Lake. The 
road is open from mid-June to the end of October, 
but do double-check before setting out, just in case 
the route is temporarily closed due to weather or 
some other reason.
 Take in the bulging hills and waterfalls !ashing 
before you, and be prepared for likely encounters 
with brown bears, of which Romania has the most in 
Europe (about 60%). On the Transfăgărășan, you’re 
some three hours away from Bucharest and probably 
quite content with your adventure thus far. Perhaps 
you’re even craving for more. Are you?

%SJWJOH�
UIF`5SBOTGÂHÂSÂņBO�

mountain 
road crossing 
the Southern 

Carpathians is 
one of the most 
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landscapes are enhanced by 
the commanding peaks of the 
Carpathian Mountains.
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CSBOET�GPDVTFE�PO�TVTUBJOBCJMJUZ�BOE�
DPOTDJPVT`MJWJOH�
Calea Victoriei 153
ototo.ro

AlbAlb
)PVTFE�JO�B�DIBSNJOH�JOUFSXBS�WJMMB�
JO�UIF�FMFHBOU�%PSPCBOĢJ�EJTUSJDU
�
"MC"MC�JT�B�XFMM�DVSBUFE�TIPQ�
QSPNPUJOH�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�3PNBOJBO�
BSU�BOE�EFTJHO�XIFSF�WJTJUPST�XJMM�
ƋOE�BSUJTBOBM�KFXFMMFSZ
�DFSBNJDT
�
JMMVTUSBUJPOT
�BOE�GBTIJPO�MBCFMT��
5IJT�DPODFQU�TUPSF�GFBUVSFT�POF�PƊ�

DSFBUJPOT�CZ�3PNBOJBO�BSUJTUT�JO�B�
NJOJNBMJTU
�EJTDSFUF�TFUUJOH�XJUI�B�
DPTZ�WJCF�
4USBEB�-PDPUFOFOU�"WJBUPS�ŅFSCBO�
Petrescu 1
albalb.com

WHAT NOT TO MISS
National Village Museum
5BLF�JO�B�TBNQMF�PG�SVSBM�3PNBOJB�
BU�UIF�/BUJPOBM�7JMMBHF�.VTFVN�
PO�UIF�TIPSFT�PG�)FSÂTUSÂV�-BLF�
BOE�GPMMPX�VQ�UIF�FUIOPHSBQIJD�
DVMUVSBM�JNNFSTJPO�XJUI�B�MPOH�TUSPMM�
UISPVHI�UIF�TQSBXMJOH�,JOH�.JDIBFM�
*�1BSL��%P[FOT�PG�CBSOT
�GBSNTUFBET
�
XPPEFO�DIVSDIFT
�XJOENJMMT
�
QFBTBOU�IPNFT
�BOE�NPSF�BSF�PO�
EJTQMBZ�Ŝ�BMM�PSJHJOBM�FOTFNCMFT�
FNCPEZJOH�EJƊFSFOU�TUZMFT�GSPN�
across the country.
ĝPTFBVB�1BWFM�%��,JTFMFƊ������
muzeul-satului.ro

Spring Palace
*O�UIF�FYDMVTJWF�1SJNÂWFSJJ�EJTUSJDU
�
EJWF�JOUP�#VDIBSFTUşT�DPNNVOJTU�
QBTU�BU�UIF�4QSJOH�1BMBDF
�UIF�
GPSNFS�GBNJMZ�IPNF�PG�/JDPMBF�
$FBVņFTDV
�IJT�XJGF�&MFOB
�BOE�UIFJS�
UISFF�DIJMESFO��-FGU�BT�JU�XBT�UIF�
EBZ�UIFZ�ƌFE
�UIF�HVJEFE�UPVST�	CZ�
BQQPJOUNFOU�POMZ
�UBLF�ZPV�JOTJEF�
UIF�NJOE�PG�B�EJDUBUPS�BT�XFMM�BT�
IJT�HPMEFO�CBUISPPN�BOE�EFDBEFOU�
NPTBJD�MJOFE�TQB�
#VMFWBSEVM�1SJNÂWFSJJ���
casaceausescu.ro

MARe/ Museum of 
Recent Art
"T�B�TUBSL�DPOUSBTU�UP�UIF�4QSJOH�
1BMBDF�KVTU�EPXO�UIF�CMPDL
�UIF�
QSJWBUF`.VTFVN�PG�3FDFOU�"SU�
	."3F
�GFBUVSFT�DPNNVOJTU�
FSB�NPEFSO�BSU�GSPN�UIF�����T�
POXBSET�EJTQMBZFE�JO�B�NJOJNBMJTU�
4DBOEJOBWJBO�MJLF�CVJMEJOH��0O�UIF�
HSPVOE�ƌPPS
�#FBOT���%PUT�PƊFST�
TQFDJBMUZ�DPƊFF�BOE�TFMFDUFE�FBUT
�
FYUFOEJOH�UP�B�HSFBU�UFSSBDF�EVSJOH�
UIF�XBSN�TFBTPO��%POşU�NJTT�UIF�
EFTJHO�DFOUSJD�TIPQ�BU�UIF�FOUSBODF
�
XIJDI�JT�QFSGFDU�GPS�IJQ�TPVWFOJST�
#VMFWBSEVM�1SJNÂWFSJJ���
mare.ro
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What made you decide to open Kaiamo in 
Romania and move back to Bucharest?
8IJMF�MJWJOH�JO�-POEPO
�XF�VTFE�UP�USBWFM�CBDL�
IPNF�GPS�UIF�&BTUFS�BOE�$ISJTUNBT�IPMJEBZT��0O�
B�XJOUFS�EBZ�CBDL�JO�����
�XIJMF�TVSSPVOEFE�CZ�
GBNJMZ
�XF�NBEF�UIF�EFDJTJPO�UP�PQFO�,BJBNP in 
#VDIBSFTU�SBUIFS�UIBO�-POEPO
�XIJDI�XBT�UIF�
JOJUJBM�QMBO��8F�IBE�IJHI�IPQFT�PG�JOƌVFODJOH�
UIF�MPDBM�HBTUSPOPNJD�TDFOF�BOE�PG�CFDPNJOH�
B�QJPOFFS�JO�UIF�DVMJOBSZ�DIBOHF�XF�GFMU�PVS�
DPVOUSZ�EFTFSWFE��

"U�JUT�DPSF
�Kaiamo�UFMMT�B�TUPSZ�Ŝ�B�TUPSZ�
PG�3PNBOJBO�DVTUPNT
�BSUJTBOT
�BOE�MPDBM
�
TFBTPOBM�QSPEVDUT��)PX�EP�ZPV�DPOUJOVF�
UP�JOOPWBUF�BOE�JOUSPEVDF�OFX�NFOVT
�BOE�
UIFSFGPSF�BMTP�OFX�TUPSJFT 
0VS�BJN�XBT�UP�SFUVSO�UP�PVS�PSJHJOT
�UP�XIFO�
PVS�BODFTUPSTş�NFBMT�XFSF�EFƋOFE�CZ�UIFJS�
HFPHSBQIJDBM�MPDBUJPO�BOE�UIF�TFBTPO�PG�UIF�
ZFBS��8F�DPOTUSVDU�UXP�NFOVT�FBDI�ZFBS��B�
TQSJOH�TVNNFS�NFOV�BOE�BO�BVUVNO�XJOUFS�
NFOV��&BDI�EJTI�JT�DSFBUFE�BOE�DPOOFDUFE�UP�
JUT�PXO�NBOJGFTUP��8F�BEKVTU�BDDPSEJOH�UP�
.PUIFS�/BUVSF
�UIF�TFBTPOT
�BOE�UIF�NJDSP�
TFBTPOT��8F�XPSL�XJUI�BT�NBOZ�MPDBM�QSPEVDUT�
BT�QPTTJCMF
�BOE�TVTUBJOBCJMJUZ�QMBZT�B�NBKPS�SPMF�
JO�PVS`SFTUBVSBOU�
� 8F�UBLF�BO�FUIJDBM�BQQSPBDI�XIFO�JU�DPNFT�
UP�QSPEVDU�TPVSDJOH�BOE�EP�OPU�DPNQSPNJTF�
PO�UBTUF
�ƌBWPVST
�PS�UIF�DSFBUJWJUZ�XJUIJO�UIJT�
QSPDFTT��*O�PVS�LJUDIFO
�GPPE�OFFET�UP�CF�GVO��*U�
BMTP�OFFET�UP�TUJNVMBUF�CPUI�UIF�BQQFUJUF�BOE�
UIF�NJOE��5IBUşT�BO�JNQPSUBOU�FMFNFOU�UIBU�XF�
DPOTUBOUMZ�TUSJWF�GPS�

What do you enjoy most about Bucharest? 
8IBU�EJE�ZPV�NJTT�XIJMF�MJWJOH�JO�-POEPO 
8FşSF�DPOTUBOUMZ�GBTDJOBUFE�CZ�IPX�UIJT�DJUZ
�
MJLF�3PNBOJB�JUTFMG
�JT�SFNJOJTDFOU�PG�BO�FSB�PG�
TJNQMFS�UIJOHT
�PG�BSUJTBOT�BOE�BSDIJUFDUVSBM�
HFNT
�BOE�BMTP�PG�B�CPIFNJBO�TQJSJU�UIBU�LFFQT�
JU�BMJWF�BOE�VOJRVF�JO�UFSNT�PG�DVMUVSBM�BOE�
HBTUSPOPNJDBM�ƌBWPVST�
� /POFUIFMFTT
�JO�SFDFOU�ZFBST
�UIJT�CPIFNJBO�
TQJSJU�IBT�CFFO�CMFOEJOH�QFSGFDUMZ�XJUI�B�OFX�
HFOFSBUJPO�PG�TQFDJBMUZ�DPƊFF�TIPQT
�DPDLUBJM�BOE�
XJOF�CBST
�BOE�NJDSP�CSFXFSJFT�UIBU�IBWF�DSFBUFE�
UIFJS�PXO�DPNNVOJUJFT��:PVşMM�TFF�UIJT�DPOUSBTU�
PG�PME�WT��OFX�JO�NBOZ�DPSOFST�PG�#VDIBSFTU
�

NBLJOH�UIF�DJUZ�TP�NVDI�NPSF�FYDJUJOH�UIBO�JU�
XBT�UFO�ZFBST�BHP��8F�TUSPOHMZ�CFMJFWF�UIBU�PVS�
SFUVSO�UP�3PNBOJB�DBNF�BU�UIF�QFSGFDU�UJNF
�
XIFO�UIF�EFNBOE�BOE�EFTJSF�FNFSHFE�JO�UIF�
MPDBM�NBSLFU�UP�NPWF�GPSXBSE�BOE�DSFBUF�B�OFX�
#VDIBSFTU�Ŝ�GPS�MPDBMT�BT�XFMM�BT�UPVSJTUT�

Aside from Kaiamo
�XIFSF�EP�ZPV�MJLF�UP�FBU�
in Bucharest? Any hidden gems visitors should 
LOPX�BCPVU 
/P�WJTJU�UP�#VDIBSFTU�JT�DPNQMFUF�XJUIPVU�
UIF�GBNPVT�mici�BU�UIF�0CPS�.BSLFU��5IFTF�
CBSCFDVFE�NFBU�SPMMT�BSF�B�NVTU�USZ�XIFO�ZPV�
WJTJU�PVS�DPVOUSZ��$POTJEFS�JU�UIF�NPTU�BVUIFOUJD�
TUSFFU�GPPE�FYQFSJFODF�ZPV�DBO�HFU�JO�UIF�DJUZ�
� 0UIFSXJTF
�GPS�CVSHFST
�EPOşU�NJTT�UIF�HVZT�
at #VSHFS�7BO��'PS�ƋTI�BOE�TFBGPPE
�JUşT�BMXBZT�
'JTI�)PVTF�GPS�VT��(P�UP�,VOOBJ�GPS�B�QFSGFDUMZ�
DPPLFE�5IBJ�DVSSZ
�BOE�1J[[B�.BOJB�JT�BMXBZT�UIF�
ƋSTU�DIPJDF�GPS�QJ[[B��'PS�"TJBO�ƌBWPVST
�ZPVşMM�
MFBWF�B�IBQQZ�DMJFOU�BU�FJUIFS�3VLB�*[BLBZB in 
'MPSFBTDB�PS�:PTIJ�*[BLBZB�CZ�$JņNJHJV�1BSL�

Bucharest has changed dramatically in terms 
PG�HBTUSPOPNZ�JO�UIF�QBTU�GFX�ZFBST��8IBU�EP�
ZPV�TBZ�UP�GPSFJHO�HVFTUT�XIP�QFSIBQT�EPOşU�
LOPX�XIBU�UP�FYQFDU �
&YQFDU�UP�CF�EFMJDJPVTMZ�TVSQSJTFE��5IJT�DJUZ�JT�
UIF�EFƋOJUJPO�PG�UIF�QISBTF�ŞVOEFS�QSPNJTF�
BOE�PWFS�EFMJWFSş��5IJT�JT�IPX�XF�TFF�#VDIBSFTU�
UIFTF�EBZT
�BOE�UP�TPNF�FYUFOU�XF�SFDFJWF�UIBU�
TBNF�GFFECBDL�FWFSZ�OJHIU�GSPN�PVS�HVFTUT��
'PS�FYBNQMF
�Ş*�XBT�OPU�FYQFDUJOH�UP�IBWF�UIF�
CFTU�EJOOFS�PG�NZ�MJGF�JO�#VDIBSFTU�ş�8F�MPWF�
TFFJOH�UIF�SFBDUJPOT�PG�TVSQSJTF�DPNCJOFE�
XJUI�UIF�SJHIU�BNPVOU�PG�TBUJTGBDUJPO
�KPZ
�
BOE`JOEVMHFODF�
� 8FşWF�FWPMWFE�TP�NVDI�BT�B�DPVOUSZ�JO�
UIF�QBTU�GFX�ZFBST��"OE�#VDIBSFTU�JT
�XJUIPVU�
B�EPVCU
�UIF�QJOOBDMF�PG�DIBOHF�XIFO�JU�DPNFT�
UP�DVMJOBSZ�FWPMVUJPO�

8IBUşT�DPNJOH�VQ�OFYU�GPS�Kaiamo?
5IF�CFTU�QBSU�PG�PVS�TUPSZ�JT�TUJMM�VOEFS�
DPOTUSVDUJPO��"OE�XF�EPOşU�QMBO�UP�SVJO�
UIBU�TVSQSJTF�GPS�ZPV��"GUFS�BMM
�XFşSF�
�OPUKVTUBSFTUBVSBOU��"T�B�HVFTU
�XF�JOWJUF�ZPV�
UP�TUFQ�JOUP�PVS�XPSME�BOE�BMMPX�VT�UP�JOƌVFODF�
ZPVST��$POUFNQMBUF�UIJT�
kaiamo.com

Look for prices with 
cherries on airbaltic.com

from

one way
€79

Bucharest
airBaltic f lies to

Beginning May 1,
three times a week 

from Riga

Chef Radu CM Ionescu and Cezara Tănase are the young duo behind 
the intrepid Kaiamo, a restaurant serving state-of-the-art, experimental 
Romanian cuisine. Inspired by the food of their childhoods, Chef Radu 
and his partner returned home after seven years studying, training, and 
working in the United Kingdom. Wishing to deliver a slice of Romania, they 
went about creating a sensorial experience from A to Z – from a carefully 
curated, artisanal interior concept to storytelling on a plate. Included on 
the 50 Best Discovery list by The World’s 50 Best Restaurants, Kaiamo is 
bustling with creativity and love for the motherland. 

64&'6-�"%%3&44&4

03 B GISELLE

04 B THE FOUNTAIN OF BAKHCHISARAI 

05 O CARMEN

08 O DIE LUSTIGE WITWE  

09 B TELL ME (NO) TALES. HAMLET

10 O MADAMA BUTTERFLY

11 B LA BAYADÈRE

12 O TURANDOT Returns to the 
repertoire!

16 B SWAN LAKE

17 B SWAN LAKE  

18 O THE QUEEN OF SPADES Conductor 
Vassily Sinaisky

19 B KARLSSON FLIES…

22 O SIMON BOCCANEGRA

23 B SERENADE. CARMINA BURANA

24 O DIE LUSTIGE WITWE

25 B AT THE BLUE DANUBE

26 O LA TRAVIATA

29 B DRACULA  

30 O DON GIOVANNI

31 B DON QUIXOTE

MARCH 2023

O   Opera, Operetta | B   Ballet | C   Concert | Special Event

TICKETS: LNO box office 
Aspazijas bulvāris 3, Rīga; (+371) 67073777; 
tickets@opera.lv; www.opera.lv

Giacomo Puccini

TURANDOT
opera

Returns to the repertoire!
Will there be such a brave man who will answer the three 

riddles of the beautiful and cold-hearted Princess Turandot?

To book online please visit www.opera.lv

WHERE TO STAY
The Marmorosch Bucharest, 
Autograph Collection
*O�UIF�IFBSU�PG�#VDIBSFTUşT�0ME�5PXO
�UIF�
MFHFOEBSZ�MBUF���th-century .BSNPSPTDI�#MBOL�
#BOL�PP[FT�#FMMF`�QPRVF�HSBOEFVS�BOE�IBT�OPX�
SFPQFOFE�BT�5IF�.BSNPSPTDI�)PUFM��)JHI�DFJMJOHT�
BOE�FYRVJTJUFMZ�SFTUPSFE�/FP�3PNBOJBO�GFBUVSFT�
EPNJOBUF�UIF�"SU�%FDP�JOUFSJPST��5IFSFşT�CPVDIPO�
TUZMF�EJOJOH
�B�HFOFSPVT�TQB
�BOE�UIF�GPSNFS�
CBOL�TBGF�SFQVSQPTFE�JOUP�5IF�7BVMU
�B�TQFBLFBTZ�
DPNQMFUF�XJUI�PSJHJOBM�TBGFUZ�EFQPTJU�CPYFT��
4USBEB�%PBNOFJ��
marmorosch.com

InterContinental Athénée Palace 
Bucharest
0SJHJOBMMZ�PQFOFE�JO�����
�UIF�"UI¨O¨F�1BMBDF�
#VDIBSFTU�EJSFDUMZ�BDSPTT�GSPN�UIF�3PNBOJBO�
"UIFOBFVN�JT�UIF�NPTU�JDPOJD�IPUFM�JO�UIF�DJUZ��
0WFSMPPLJOH�UIF�GPSNFS�3PZBM�1BMBDF�PO�$BMFB�
7JDUPSJFJ
�UIJT�XBT�POF�PG�&VSPQFşT�NPTU�OPUPSJPVT�
IJEFPVUT�GPS�TQJFT�MFBEJOH�VQ�UP�UIF�'JSTU�8PSME�
8BS��5IF�TXBOLZ�"SU�/PVWFBV�BOE�#FBVY�"SUT�
IPUFM�XBT�SFDFOUMZ�SFOPWBUFE�BOE�SFPQFOFE�VOEFS�
the *OUFS$POUJOFOUBM�VNCSFMMB��
Strada Episcopiei 1-3
atheneepalace-hotel.ro

Hotel Epoque Relais & Châteaux
4JUVBUFE�SJHIU�CZ�$JņNJHJV�1BSL
�UIF�DJUZşT�QSFNJFS�
&OHMJTI�TUZMF�HBSEFO�EBUJOH�CBDL�UP�����
�UIJT�
ƋWF�TUBS�SFUSFBU�JT�DFOUSBMMZ�MPDBUFE�ZFU�TIFMUFSFE�
GSPN�UIF�OPJTZ�TUSFFUT��5IF�DMBTTZ�CPVUJRVF�
IPUFM�TUSJLFT�B�DIPSE�JO�UFSNT�PG�JOEJWJEVBMJUZ�
BOE�EJTDSFFU�MVYVSZ��5IFSFşT�B�TPPUIJOH�TQB
�B�
SFTUBVSBOU�GFBUVSJOH�JOEVMHFOU�'SFODI�HBTUSPOPNZ
�
BOE�JNQFDDBCMF�TFSWJDF�UIBU�NBLFT�ZPV�GFFM�SJHIU�
BU�IPNF�
Intrarea Aurora 17C
hotelepoque.ro

WHERE TO EAT
POT.Stories
-PDBUFE�JO�UIF�IBQQFOJOH�'MPSFBTDB�RVBSUFS
�FBUJOH�
at 105�4UPSJFT�JT�MJLF�UBLJOH�B�USJQ�BSPVOE�UIF�XPSME��
8JUI�EJTIFT�SFGFSSFE�UP�BT�TIPSU�TUPSJFT
�TVDI�
BT�Ş1JQFSDIJ�GSPN�UIF�"SN¢OKJ�5BMFT
�B�MFHFOEBSZ�
7MBIP�.BDIFEPOKJ�TQFMM�NBEF�XJUI�3PNBOJBO�
CFMM�QFQQFS
�DIFSSZ�UPNBUPFT
�BOE�MPDBM�TIFFQşT�
DIFFTFş
�UIJT�BJSZ
�FYQBOTJWF�FBUFSZ�JT�BO�PBTJT�MJLF�
SFUSFBU��&YQFDU�FYPUJD�DIBOEFMJFST�NBEF�PG�PSHBOJD�
UFYUVSFT
�B�MPVOHF�BSFB�XJUI�CVSOJOH�JODFOTF
�BOE�
B�TUSJLJOH�XPPEFO�IPSTF��1MBOUT�BSF�JO�BCVOEBODF
�
BOE�UIF�SFTUSPPN�JT�B�TJHIU�JO�BOE�PG�JUTFMG�
Calea Floreasca 111-113
potstories.ro

Noua Bucătărie Românească
*OTJEF�BO�JWZ�DPWFSFE�IPVTF�CVJMU�JO������JO�UIF�
"SNFOJBO�RVBSUFS
�B�KPVSOFZ�JOUP�3PNBOJBşT�
DVMJOBSZ�IFSJUBHF�JT�UIFBUSJDBMMZ�TFSWFE�ŞJO�TJY�
BDUTş�PO�B�XPPEFO�CPBSE�JO�UIF�TIBQF�PG�UIF�
DPVOUSZ��*O�UIJT�3PNBOJB�PO�B�QMBUUFS�QV[[MF�PG�
TPSUT
�FBDI�CJUF�TJ[FE�BQQFUJTFS�SFQSFTFOUT�POF�PG�
UIF�DPVOUSZşT�TJY�SFHJPOT��*UşT�BO�JOOPWBUJWF�OFX�
BQQSPBDI�UP�3PNBOJBO�DVJTJOF�JO�UIJT�EJOOFS�POMZ�
WFOVF�IFBEFE�CZ�DIFG�"MFY�1FUSJDFBO��)JT�MBUFTU�
WFOVF
�UIF�NPSF�DBTVBM�/PVB�#��"��3�
�JT�BO�FRVBMMZ�
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