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Jesse
by Tim Winton (Penguin)
“The story of a boy who gets lost in 
the forest and the cow who takes 
him home. Filled with descriptive 
words kids love to repeat.”

Zen Tails: No  
Presents Please 
by Peter Whitfield (New Frontier) 
“Grizzel Bear is in a bad mood  

and learning to control his temper. 
There’s a cute philosophy tale (‘Zen 
Tail’) at the end that’s an early 
introduction to non-violence.”

The Story of Rosy Dock
by Jeannie Baker (Random House)
“This story of a weed that escapes  
into the desert is a beautiful 
introduction to environmental  
themes with amazing pictures to 
captivate both parents and kids.”

This is the Bear
by Sarah Hayes (Walker Books)
“The boy, the bear and the dog are best 
friends until the dog pushes the bear 
into the rubbish bin. It’s part of a lovely 
series that little kids love.”

Mr McGee
by Pamela Allen (Puffin)
“Mr McGee lives under a tree, gets 
dressed, flies through the air and has 
great rhymes.”

Boo to a Goose
by Mem Fox (Hodder Headline)
“The kids always scream with delight 
when we yell, ‘BOO!’ ” 

n Thanks to our expert panel of parents: Carolyn 
Reck, Lisa Hanrahan, Vanessa Stoykov, Leonie 
Huxedurp, Brendan FitzPatrick and Kate Colley.
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For locations call 1300 396 625 or 
www.dymocks.com.au

The gift of reading. 
They’ll love the adventure 
and information found 
in books. To help you 
find the right book, for 
the age and stage of 
development, Dymocks 
has introduced the Kids’ 

Top 51 – a reading list of the best titles 
recommended by booklovers. Your free 
copy is at your local Dymocks store now.

For locations call 1300 396 625 or 
www.dymocks.com.au
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Give your child a gift that
laSTS foR life

Where the Wild Things are
by Maurice Sendak (HarperCollins)
“There’s lots of scope to turn this into 
your own story with sounds to match 
the wonderful illustrations of naughty 
Max, who dreams wild adventures but 
ends up missing his mum.”

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
by Michael Rosen (Walker Books)
“It’s a kid favourite – you can do the 
actions and have them participate in 
the story, especially the end where 
you all hide under the covers.” 

Goodnight Moon
by Margaret Wise Brown  
(Pan Macmillan)
“I must have read this about 2000 
times. We are on our third copy. Tightly 
written with lovely illustrations and 
a disappearing mouse that keeps all 
toddlers entertained searching him out.”

alphabet: a Child’s first aBC
by Alison Jay (Hardie Grant Egmont)
“A page for each letter with the most 
divine illustrations of things starting 

vox pops

There’s nothing like a word-of-mouth 
recommendation, so we asked parents which  
books their littlies loved the most and why

with that letter, plus a subtle link to  
the next. I’ve read this book so often  
but I find something new each time.” 

Green eggs and Ham
by Dr Seuss (HarperCollins)
“After just a few readings you can 
memorise this one. Like all Dr Seuss 
books the strange creatures are so 
much fun. And this story encourages 
fussy eaters to give new food a try!”

edward the emu
by Sheena Knowles (HarperCollins)
“My favourite Australian picture book. 
Edward is just so expressively drawn as 
he looks for acceptance about the zoo.”

Goodnight Gorilla
by Peggy Rathmann  
(Hardie Grant Egmont)
“Introduces lots of animal names 
and only uses one linking word –
‘Goodnight’ – but still manages to keep 
the book extremely interesting.” 

Possum in the House
by Kiersten Jensen and Tony Oliver 
(Childerset)
“Kids love the story of the naughty 
possum who runs through the house, 
and the illustrations are gorgeous 
depictions of a 1980’s suburban home.” C
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