
Take a walk downtown in Savannah 
and you may notice that we don’t 
leave our furry family members 
home alone. We take them with us 
not just to parks and on walks, but 
out to eat at J. Christopher’s, who 
has doggy-friendly menu items. I’ve 
even seen one or two pop into the 
Jinx for a cold brew. From adorable 
kittens to abandoned dogs, Savan-
nah-area shelters and rescues are 
filled to the brim with four-legged 
friends looking for a forever home. 
Here at South we celebrate our 
greatest pets, and we have all you 
need to know about adopting your 
next best friend. 

HUMANE SOCIETY OF 
GREATER SAVANNAH
The friendly staff at the Humane So-
ciety will help you pick the perfect 
pet for your home. Most of the pets 
are crate or house trained by the 
staff and, even better, are Good Citi-
zen Certified. Established in 1989, 
this American Kennel Club program 
covers all basic commands, as well as 
meeting strangers and being focused 
in new environments. All dogs that 
pass the GCC program receive a spe-
cial certificate and dog tag. 

“Once an animal is approved for 
adoption, they aren’t too sick or ag-
gressive, they stay here until they are 
adopted. We do same day adoptions, 
so we can’t hold a pet if you need to 
think about it,” says Guinn Fried-
man, director of operations. “The 
average length of stay for an animal 
at the Humane Society is under 14 
days. We do follow-ups after adop-
tions and we have a trainer on staff 
to help if you have any problems.” 

HSGS is competing in the ASPCA 
$100K Challenge against 50 shelters 
around the country to see who can 
save the lives of more shelter ani-
mals than last year. For HSGS, that 
means finding homes for 787 pets in 
the next three months. All pets are 
up-to-date on shots and are spay/
neutered and microchipped before 
being adopted. Adoption fees for 
dogs, which include heartworm pro-
tection, range between $150-300. 
The fee for cats, which includes fe-

line AIDS and Leukemia,  are $9-50. 
All pets also come with a certificate 
for a free office visit at the veterinar-
ian of your choice and 30 days of free 
ShelterCare pet insurance. 

So what’s Friedman’s best advice 
for anyone looking to adopt? “Heart-
worm is very prevalent here,” she says. 
“It can be deadly and expensive to 
treat, but it is inexpensive to prevent.” 

7215 sallie mood drive, savannah, 
ga 31406 912.354.9515 hours: tues-
day–sunday 11 a.m.–6 p.m., closed 
monday, humanesocietysav.org

AM 

FERAL CAT PROBLEM?
Savannah has more than just a 
few stray cats wandering around. If 
you’re willing to humanely trap and 
release feral cats, the Hilton Head 

Humane Association will spay and 
neuter them for free. 843.681.8686
Savannah’s feral cat rescue 
organization, better known as The 
Milton Project, is the cat's meow. 
Funded and supported through 
volunteer work and donations, 
The Milton Project is dedicated to 
helping all feral cats. Volunteers 
serve throughout the Savannah 

region to stop feral cats from 
reproducing by trapping, neutering, 
and returning the cats to their 
original home or colony. By using 
this trap, neuter, and return 
program, The Milton Project keeps 
feral cat numbers down in order to 
put a stop to cruel disposal of our 
feline friends. miltonproject.org; 
912.346.4943
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Guinn Friedman 
and HSGS are 
participating in the 
ASPCA $100K challenge

DID YOU 
KNOW...

✱
HAPPY TIPMake sure to give your dog lots of shade this summer. Too much sun can leave your dog sunburned and dehydrated.
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