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Spinning

On the occasion of World Radio 
Day 2023, which falls on the 
13th of February, we speak to 
some of the best-known radio 
deejays in Malaysia who talk 
about their career as deejays 
and where radio belongs in the 
life of today’s generation.
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FROM RADIO FM TO RADIO APP
His wacky humour and contagious 
laughter dominated the airwaves 
of Astro’s Hitz FM Morning Show for 
many years.

Johan Jochen Fernandez, 
46, better known as JJ, was a 
recognisable personality on the 
Malaysian radio scene for more 
than 22 years. But his entry into 
radio was merely coincidental.

In July 1998, while he was 
studying electrical engineering, JJ 
wanted to look for a part-time job 
and joined the Hitz Cruisers. He did 

so well that he was asked to stay 
on radio after he graduated.

“I never worked a day as an 
engineer,” he laughs. “From then 
on, I was with Astro for a total of 
17 years, and 14 of those years I 
was with Hitz. Altogether, I spent 
12 years on the Breakfast Show, 
starting with the Hitz Morning 
Crew and all the way to the Red 
Breakfast WTF.”

A year after joining the Hitz 
Cruisers on ground, JJ was given a 
Sunday slot where he played the 
live version of songs to create  

At a time before the 
Internet, before videos and 
visual effects were the 

main media of communication, 
there was radio. 

Back in the 70s or 80s, radio 
and television broadcasts were 
probably the only form of free 
live entertainment one could find 
at home, and in the case of radio, 
in your car.

Some might say radio is a 
thing of the past. Entertainment 
and music in particular are being 
consumed differently—for the 
most part, on demand over the 
Internet.

We might no longer have 
to sit by the stereo to wait for 
our favourite song to come 
on air, but we can still enjoy 
the company of a good radio 
announcer on the road while 
being stuck in traffic or whenever 
there is an interesting topic being 
discussed.

 The voices behind radio 
stations—the disk jockeys or 
deejays as they are known—have 
been playing a role not just as 
presenters but as companions.  
Not only do they spin popular 
music of the day, but they also 
communicate with their listeners 
and chit-chat with them on 
various topics.

 Indeed, many of their voices 
are instantly recognisable even 
though some of them have left 
the radio industry.

 In conjunction with World 
Radio Day 2023, we talk to a few 
famous Malaysian deejays about 
their lives across the airwaves, 
the highlights of their careers 
and what they think of radio then 
and now.

JJ
Creator of Radiooh app,  
former Hitz FM and  
Red FM radio DJ.

“I am who I 
am, and I don’t 
have a different 
persona on air.  
I think people 
appreciate my 
unique style 
when it comes 
to presenting 
shows.”
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the illusion of being in a live  
show. And he also had an hour-
slot that played Asian music, 
where he had the privilege to 
interview some big Asian singers, 
such as Leehom Wong.

“There is good music, and 
there is bad music—whatever 
language it is in. Music transcends 
language,” says JJ.

JJ’s tenure at Hitz FM saw 
him working with format radio, 
where music is formatted to 
target different age-groups and 
backgrounds. He likes format radio 
as it allows the radio deejay to 
focus on conversations and the 
content of the show.

“The songs have been chosen 
by the station manager, and that’s 
okay for me. If not, I would have 
only played the music I like,” he 
jests, adding that, however, one 
must get the formula right.

is first full time slot was The 
Midnight Show that ran from 
2:00 a.m. – 6:00 a.m. “I enjoyed 
what they call the graveyard 
shift, actually. As we also had a 
broadcast online, I had Malaysians 
who studied and lived abroad 
calling in.”

JJ soon became a music 
executive and designed the music 
for a programme. He also had the 
chance to learn sound engineering 
and programming, making him an 
all-rounder in radio.

“What I love about radio is that 
I can come up with ideas and 
solutions for a topic and present 
a topic in my own way. With radio, 
we don’t paint the full picture; 
we allow your mind to create the 
whole picture. To me, its art is 
more intricate and intimate. Thus, 

I still prefer the audio rather than 
visual format,” he says.

Aside from playing a part in the 
creation and pioneer crew for Hitz 
TV on Astro, JJ has also created 
a few shows such as Your MC 
on Facebook live and an original 
show on ifli  called Caraoke Drift. 

“By now, radio has evolved to 
online and streaming platforms, 
such as apps, and they have eaten 
into a huge chunk of radio,” says JJ.

In 2018, he created the app 
Radiooh that uses streaming 
platforms to offer more choices  
to listeners.

“The app allows listeners to 
pick the deejays and the music 
they like and then match them 
together. This platform gives 
listeners the chance to explore 
new deejays and radio shows 
and create a customised radio 
listening experience,” says JJ.

JJ is also providing training to 

new deejays across Malaysia. “I 
train people to be themselves. I do 
not teach them how to present, 
but how to be themselves when 
they present.”

He says the biggest compliment 
he got is when he was told that 
he sounded exactly the same in 
person as he did on air.  “I am who 
I am, and I don’t have a different 
persona on air.  I think people 
appreciate my unique style when 
it comes to presenting shows,”  
he says.

JJ still believes radio has a place 
among today’s media. It is still 
relevant.

“However, FM radio is not 
evolving. Things need to change, 
and that’s why I created the app,” 
he says. “When I listen to radio, I 
love to hear new ideas. Radio will 
never die, but the format that we 
knew will fade away, and it has 
more online presence.”

COVER STORY
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DECADES ON AIR
Jeff Chin has worked for 20 years 
at three different Chinese radio 
stations, including MY.FM. He 
started with a weekend radio 
show before being given his own 
morning breakfast radio show. 

e left briefly in 201  to start his 
own condom brand called P’sang 
before making a comeback on air 
in 2021.

“Back in 2001, I was working 
in Singapore. My friend told 
me about a radio announcer 
competition. He knew how much 
I loved listening to the radio back 
when we were just students 
living together in a hostel. I was 
selected from more than 2,000 
contestants to enter the finals 
and was offered to become a 
full-time radio announcer soon 
after,” Jeff recalls.

Being on the other end of the 
frequency was a completely 
new experience for Jeff. It was 
not easy at first but he always 
stepped into the control room 
well-prepared.

“We didn’t have social media. 
The only way I could interact 
directly with my listeners was 
when they called in. It’s amazing 
how they know you so well, like a 
friend, but you have no idea who 
they are,” explains Jeff.

Jeff’s work as a radio announcer 
has opened a lot of doors for him. 
As years go by, Jeff has widened 
his hosting skills onto other 
platforms such as television, social 
media, and even live events. He 
finds hosting on these platforms 
more complicated since they 
require the use of body language 
along with costumes and makeup 
as well as working with a bigger 
team of professionals.

Radio is my first love, and 
despite what people say, I don’t 
think it is going to disappear. 
Radio stations have started to 
collaborate with other streaming 
platforms, mainly to cross media 
with listeners on the radio and 
engage with those listening on the 
Internet. I would like to thank these 
people for their support over the 
years. I believe the future of radio 
will be even more exciting!” says 
Jeff, ending the conversation.

JEFF CHIN
CEO of SocialMex, former MY.FM radio announcer

“Radio is my first love and 
despite what people say, 
I don’t think it is going to 
disappear. Radio stations 
have started to collaborate 
with other streaming 
platforms, mainly to cross 
media with listeners on the 
radio and engage with those 
listening on the Internet.”

‘THE VOICE’ THAT CONNECTS  
WITH HIS LISTENERS
Patrick Teoh needs little 
introduction. In an illustrious 
career as a radio deejay for more 
than three decades, Teoh’s voice 
was probably the voice most 
often heard in the Malaysian 
media, including television and 
advertisement voice-overs. His 
deep timber and perfect diction 
of English earned him the moniker 
‘The Voice’.

At only 20, Teoh began his radio 
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deejay career with Rediffusion 
before becoming a freelancer 
and going on to helm his popular 
Morning Show with Radio 4 in the 
early 1990s.

“I had no ambition or dream to 
be a radio deejay,” confesses Teoh, 
now 75. “At that time, I needed a 
job and Rediffusion was looking for 
an announcer. So, I tried and when 
I started doing it, I thought it was 
quite fun so I continued,” he says.

As a radio deejay, it also 
paved a way for him to countless 
commercial voice-overs for 
advertising agencies, as well as 
emcee jobs for both corporations 
and government agencies.

A breakthrough for Teoh was 
when he was asked to do a 
30-minute Coca-Cola programme 
called the Cool & Swinging Show. 
The show became so popular and 
was broadcast on Rediffusion 
Singapore too. Then it was aired 
over Blue Network on RTM and 
stayed on air for about 12 years.

Teoh, tapping into the disco 
phenomenon of the 1980s, started 
his own company The Music 
Machine, by offering mobile disco 
deejay services. At the height of 
his career, he had more than 30 
deejays working with  
him, providing mobile disco and 
deejay services to hotels, pubs, 
and event halls.

The most memorable 
experiences throughout his career 
were the three years of morning 
show on Radio Four, when he 
garnered many fans with whom 
he had interesting conversations 
with over the airwaves.

“This was how it all started,” 
recalls Teoh. n the first day of 
work, I went into the studio and 

or defend what they believed in.
“Radio has afforded me a 

channel to talk to Malaysians from 
around the country. And those 
who have listened to me for a 
long time, they began treating me 
as their friend,” says Teoh, who 
recalls fondly that his years in 
radio had been enriching and led 
him to make many friends of all 
backgrounds.

As his reputation grew, he was 
often labelled by the press as 
being ‘vocal’, ‘opinionated’, and 
‘controversial’.

“I think I pushed the envelope 
a bit, but maybe the only thing 
‘controversial’ about me was I 
dared to comment about the 
government,” he says. Ironically, 
he was working in a government-
owned radio station.

Teoh admits today he hardly 
listens to radio anymore, except 
for BFM, which discusses some 
important topics that he is 
interested in.  “Sadly, today’s radio 

found out that I had no clue of 
what to do for the next three hours. 
Then I saw a newspaper on the 
desk and decided to pick a news 
article and read it on air.  I added 
my opinion and asked people for 
their comments. To my surprise, a 
lot of listeners began calling into 
the radio station. 

That was the first time in 
Malaysian radio history that 
people were given the chance 
to speak their minds. During the 
three years, it afforded me the 
opportunity to talk about things 
that mattered to me,” he says.

The show ran from Monday 
to Wednesday, and Teoh would 
introduce the topic of the day 
and invite people to call in. “The 
topics could be about everything 
and anything. People just liked to 
participate, to give their opinions 

PATRICK TEOH
Actor & Radio Personality

“Radio has afforded 
me a channel to talk to 
Malaysians from around 
the country. And those 
who have listened to 
me for a long time, they 
began treating me as 
their friend.”

COVER STORY
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JUST GETTING STARTED
Keanu Azman has a big dream. 
He strives to become ‘the busiest 
man in Malaysian showbusiness’. 
It is safe to say he is getting there. 
He is currently hosting a weekly 
television entertainment show 
called HLive on Astro on top  
of being a radio announcer on  
Hitz Fm.

“I was out of a job in late 2018 
after my debut morning television 
talk show was cance’led. Much to 
my surprise and pleasure, Hitz FM 
was coincidentally looking for a 
new night show announcer and 
they thought of me, hence calling 
me in for some demos. Next thing 
I knew, they wanted me on the 
station ASAP. Coincidence, or fate? 
We’ll never know,” shares Keanu.

Throughout the four years he 
has spent at Hitz Fm, Keanu has 

is not the same as in the past. Most 
English radio stations are aiming 
at people under 30, and topics 
that arise are entertainment or 
giveaway prizes.”

“Radio must be about things 
that matter to you. If it becomes 
impersonal and has nothing to do 
with my life, it becomes irrelevant 
and I am not interested,” he says.

So, what does it take to be 
a radio deejay?  “Well, a good 
voice helps, but it is not the most 
important thing. Radio is all about 
communication, so you need 
to project a personality that is 
friendly and approachable.

“The only advice I can give to 
aspiring deejays is to be yourself 
and don’t imitate anyone. Try 
to discover the things that are 
important to you and share that 
with your listeners,” he adds.

had the honour of interviewing 
some of the biggest artists in 
the world, such as Dua Lipa, Sam 
Smith, and Katy Perry, just to 
name a few. As much as songs 
from these artists are on heavy 
rotations at HitzFm, Keanu’s 
personal music taste is quite 
different.

“This might sound so 
unexpected, but I’m an old soul. If 
I were to have complete control 
over the playlist, I would play U2, 
The Beatles, and perhaps some 
Depeche Mode. I get it: it’s Hitz FM 
and it’s supposed to sound fresh 
and trendy, but hey, isn’t older 
music making a comeback these 
days all thanks to TikTok?” Keanu 
wonders.

Keanu is equally talkative and 
chirpy on and off air, but he does 
believe that some people have 
the ability to switch modes 
as soon as they get in 
front of the microphone.

“Sometimes I do run 
out of things to say 
and just go completely 
blank on air, but it helps 
that I have a partner 
on the show, Ili. So, 
even at times when 
we are point blank, we 

rely on our so-called entertaining, 
witty banters about anything 
relatable to our audience.

“So, the listeners out there, 
please keep listening so we can 
all keep our jobs. Kidding! Thank 
you for still tuning in to HitzFM 
even though we all know you’ve 
got Spotify as your second option. 
We appreciate it more than you 
know it!” concludes Keanu with his 
signature playful tone. 

KEANU AZMAN
TV Host & Radio Announcer

“This might sound so unexpected, 
but I’m an old soul. If I were to have 
complete control over the playlist, 
I would play U2, The Beatles and 
perhaps some Depeche Mode.”
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