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I n the coming months, top river-

cruise lines will begin charting a 

course previously traveled only 

by oceangoing vessels. AmaWaterways 

and Uniworld will both launch globe-

spanning world cruises that take their 

peripatetic passengers on voyages best 

measured not in days but weeks, not 

in miles but leagues. Each will bring 

sophisticated travelers on journeys 

through the planet’s most captivating 

rivers and canals, making daily stops 

for intimate shore-side exploration 

of the villages, cities and countryside 

along the way. 

AMAWATERWAYS
AmaWaterways begins its Seven River 

Journeys in April, kicking things off 

with a 45-night European voyage that 

allows guests to discover the romantic 

appeal of 14 countries on the Continent. 

The trip takes maximum advantage of 

three of the company’s luxe ships: the 

AmaKristina, through France’s Rhône 

Valley, which is famed for its scenic 

vineyards; the AmaCerto, on the Rhine, 

Scheldt, Maas, Moselle and Main rivers, 

arriving in the Netherlands in time 

for the tail end of tulip season and 

ending in charming Würzburg; and the 

AmaMagna on the iconic Danube, visiting 

the treasures of the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire. The trip finishes on the river’s 

relatively untouristed lower stretches, 

winding its way through Croatia, Serbia, 

Bulgaria and Romania. The summer 

sailing is similar but goes deeper into 

France, including Normandy, the Rhône 

Valley, Beaujolais and Burgundy, while 

the 46-night Seven River Journey in 

fall makes the most of harvest season 

around Europe. The 2024 itineraries, 

meanwhile, in spring and summer, will 

cross most of Europe, cruising between 

the Netherlands and the Black Sea. Those 
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49-night trips will be hosted entirely 

on one ship, the AmaMora, making the 

journey even more of a breeze.

 

UNIWORLD
In May, Uniworld’s 46-night Rivers of the 

World itinerary begins on land in Cairo, 

then plies the waters of the Nile — where 

river cruising got its start in ancient 

times — aboard its newest ship, the SS 

Sphinx. This decadent vessel features a 

top-deck pool, two restaurants, 42 suites 

and elegant appointments crafted in part 

by local Egyptian artisans. From there, 

the voyage will hit eight more countries 

and four more rivers aboard a quartet of 

additional ships. The SS La Venezia sails 

Italy’s Venetian Lagoon and Po River 

before the SS Maria Theresa traverses the 

Danube, stopping in picturesque villages 

between Budapest, Hungary, and Passau, 

Germany. The SS Joie de Vivre picks up in 

“A 55-DAY, 10-COUNTRY ODYSSEY 
BOUNCES FROM SOUTH AMERICA  
TO EUROPE TO ASIA.

From left: AmaWaterways’ AmaCerto in 

Budapest; Uniworld’s SS Joie de Vivre in France; 

Nordic Junior Suite on board the Viking Octantis. 

To learn more about these cruise itineraries, 

please call our Travel Office.

northern France for the Seine leg of the 

trip, which ends in Paris (where a special 

soirée takes travelers behind the scenes 

at the Moulin Rouge), and after a jaunt in 

Spain, things come to a grand conclusion 

aboard the SS Sao Gabriel in Portugal’s 

vineyard-filled Douro River Valley. 

Uniworld has also announced its 2024 

world trip: a 55-day, 10-country odyssey 

that bounces from South America to 

Europe to Asia. (For all sailings, guests 

will be flown between each leg of the 

trip, from one river to the next.) 

 

VIKING
Viking’s brand-new Longitudinal World 

Cruises — in March (65 days) and Sep-

tember (70 and 71 days) of this year, and 

February of next — aren’t really river 

cruises, but they do take in the mighty 

St. Lawrence River as part of their epic 

journeys. Sailing practically from one 

end of the Americas to the other, the 

voyages will ferry passengers in style 

between the Great Lakes and the Antarc-

tic Peninsula. Guests will venture along 

iconic waterways like Chile’s breathtak-

ing fjords and the Panama Canal, while 

enjoying the cosseting surroundings 

of the line’s debut expedition vessels. 

Launched respectively in January and 

September of last year, the 378-passenger 

Polar Class 6 Viking Octantis and Viking 

Polaris have ice-breaking capabilities, 

as well as onboard Zodiac-like boats, 

submersibles and research facilities 

that ensure guests get up close to nature 

wherever they go. Meanwhile, floor-to-

ceiling panoramic windows, lava-rock 

“fire pits” and a Nordic spa maximize the  

creature comforts. It seems that the 

competition to create the most luxurious 

expeditionary ship continues unabated!


