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� at’s because these campers are 
inside the US Space & Rocket Center’s 
world-class facilities in Huntsville, 
Alabama. � is is Space Camp. Here, 
young campers of various ages can get 
a feel for space and learn what it takes 
to be an astronaut.

Calling All Kids 
and Teens
Young astronauts in training start as 
young as age seven with Family Space 
Camp. Kids can go with parents, 
grandparents, and siblings to feel 
what it’s like to walk on the Moon, 
launch model rockets, and more. 
� ose ages nine and up can attend 
Space Camp solo and train to solve 
technical challenges. More camp 
options are available for older teens. 
� ey can study science, technology, 
engineering, and math, and dive 
into an in-depth astronaut training 
program. Space Camp has a universe 

At this 
camp, 
you can 
forget 
sleeping 

bags. Campers sleep 
in space station-style 
habitats. Instead of 
building camp� res, 
campers engineer 
thermal shielding 
and rockets. Campers 
don’t need to wait for 
a clear night to see 
the stars. � ey can see 
them simulated with 
exceptional clarity 
during the day.

A place where 
kids and teens 
can step into 
the shoes of 
astronauts
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special about Space Camp that no 
other camp or school has o� ered me,” 
she says. “I think it’s that everyone 
there loves space and wants to play 
astronaut. � e people bring the real 
magic to the whole situation.”

Huntsville's One 
Tranquility Base
Accept your mission and enter 
“Rocket City,” also known as 
Huntsville. It's home to not only

the US Space & Rocket Center but 
the Marshall Flight Center, a NASA 
� eld center. 

� is ground has a storied history 
and connection to America’s illustrious 
space program. Some of the � rst rockets 
to carry humans and take up the earliest 
Earth-orbiting satellites were created 
here. � at includes the powerful Saturn 
V rocket that launched the American 
Apollo astronauts to the Moon. More 
recently, the latest Moon rocket, the 
Space Launch System (SLS) for 
Artemis, was developed and tested 
on these grounds.

Here at your base for Space Camp you’ll 
� nd an authentic Saturn V—one of only 
three in the world that still exist. You’ll 
also see a recreated International Space 
Station (ISS). Inside the ISS, you can check 
out the astronaut’s food and sleeping 
quarters. A full-scale Cupola Observation 
Module provides epic, simulated views of 
space and Earth—just like the astronauts 
see from the ISS. Without leaving Earth, 
Space Camp is the closest you can get to 
being an astronaut. 

of adventures for every kid. � at’s one 
reason many return to Space Camp 
multiple times.

Kiera Fehr, 17, has attended Space 
Camp 10 times now. From traditional 
Space Camp, to her most recent space 
camp, Mach III Elite, her experiences 
were memorable and life changing. 
“Space Camp is one of the most 
special things in the world to me,” 
Kiera says. Today she’s taking college 
classes preparing for a future working 
as an aerospace engineer. 

“Everything was magical. My jaw 
just dropped,” Kiera recalls. “I’d never 
even seen a rocket—except in movies. 
You’re surrounded by real rockets and 
planes. It just makes everything come 
to life.” An only child, Kiera shared her 
� rst room with several bunkmates. 
She and her Space Camp friends still 
keep in contact today. � ey live in 
various places in the United States, 
and as far away as England, Japan, and 
Australia. After her � rst Space Camp, 
Kiera was hooked.

“� ere’s just something really 

At Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama, young people can 
experience many facets of astronaut life and work. 
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I remember–amazing!” Megan says. 
Except this time, Megan took commands 
from her daughter, Maggie. “Maggie was 
� ight director for our mission, I was the 
GNC (Guidance, Navigation, Control).” 
� e result? Mission, success!

“It was cool to be in the position of 
an actual person that would work at 
NASA,” Maggie says. 

Space Campers agree that Space 
Camp is as close as it gets to the real 
thing. And as with real astronauts, bonds 
develop and become strong during these 
activities. Strangers quickly become 
friends after successfully making it to 
Mars or the Moon together.

“Everything was awesome,” Maggie 
says. “My favorite was practicing to walk 
on the Moon in the one-sixth gravity 
chair and being able to interact with 
other kids and the trainers.”

When a Space Camp trainer 
asked Maggie, “What’s your favorite 
constellation?” they had an animated 
10-minute conversation. “It’s more 
common to talk about these things at 
Space Camp than your favorite band or 
book,” Megan says. “It’s like � nding your 
pod. Like-minded kids � nd their passion 
and place here.”

Sarah Miller orbits Ohio—home state of the 
fi rst man-on-the-moon, the late Neil Arm-
strong. She celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
the Apollo 11 mission in 2019 at the astronaut’s 
nearby hometown, Wapakoneta (locals call it 
Wapa), along with throngs of other space fans. 

Just ask NASA astronaut Christina 
Koch, who is a Space Camp alumna. She 
credits Space Camp for inspiring her to 
be an astronaut. “Space Camp was a place 
where I found out I wasn’t the only one 
dreaming of being a part of the space 
program,” she says. “My horizons were 
widened, and I had a new perspective 
from which to measure my success and 
guide my path.”

Launched in 1982, Space Camp has 
hosted young astronauts from all 50 
states and nearly 150 countries. Since 
then, about one million campers have 
graduated from the program. Past Space 
Campers have gone on to be engineers, 
astronomers, scientists, pilots, and 
leaders of various � elds. 

Briefing From 
Space Campers
What can one expect from Space Camp? 
Be prepared to lift o�  early. � e day starts 
with a spirited wake-up call and a big 
breakfast. From there, campers can expect 
to rotate to di� erent adventures. “� ere is 
zero downtime,” says Kiera. “You might be 
going to constellation activities, meeting 
for a talk with an astronaut, doing a 
mission–it’s awesome!” 

Camp activities di� er by age, but 
all campers build and test rockets. 
Young family campers might use a kit 
to build rockets, while older campers 
will construct their own rockets. � e 
Multi-Axis Trainer is a camp favorite. 
Participants are suspended and 

harnessed in a chair. � ree rotating 
rings spiral for a cosmic ride. You’ll 
feel what it’s like to go into a spin 
or a spacecraft tumble. Early NASA 
astronauts used a device similar to 
the Multi-Axis Trainer to learn how 
to handle changes in G-forces. 

Yes, Space Camp can be fun and 
games. But it’s also realistic and 
challenging. Immersive simulations 
o� er campers a taste of real-life 
space missions.

Will Peirol, 13, is a four-time 
Space Camper. His favorite part is 
the missions. “� e older and more 
experienced you get, the more 
involved the missions,” he says. “Next 
time, I’m returning for a three-hour 
mission. We’ll also go inside the diving 
tank where we’re neutrally buoyant, 
and we can train like astronauts.” 

Megan McCarthy attended Space 
Camp several times as a child. � is 
time, she returned to Family Space 
Camp with her 10-year-old-daughter, 
Maggie. “Space Camp was exactly like 

FOUR GALACTIC GETAWAYS—
ON A PLANET (CITY) NEAR YOU
Your next trip to a space museum or space center is closer 
than you think. Which of these out-of-this world places is 
closest to your home? 

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex: Merritt Island, Florida
Time your visit right and you can witness a live rocket launch 
from Cape Canaveral. Take a bus tour of the complex, then walk 
through the expansive outdoor Rocket Garden to pay tribute to 
space history. Inside, feel small under the Space Shuttle Atlantis 
or a Saturn V rocket. 

Space Center Houston: Houston, Texas
Houston, we have a problem! With so much “space” to explore, 
this historic center gives tram tours of everything from 
astronaut training centers to Mission Control. Delve into the 
stories of human space exploration here. Don’t miss the Artemis 
Exhibit and outdoor SpaceX Falcon 9 Booster Exhibit. 

Moonshot Museum: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Having just opened in October 2022, the Moonshot Museum 
is the fi rst-ever space museum in Pennsylvania. Watch 
actual spacecraft being built in real time, then board 
a simulated lunar mission in the museum.

San Diego Air & Space Museum: San Diego, California
This West Coast space museum rocks–with moonrocks from 
the Apollo missions. Check out the Apollo 9 command module, 
plus spacesuits like that of Wally Schirra. He was one of the 
original seven Mercury astronauts. Try your hand at interactive 
exhibits and space simulations.

Need more space? Visit NASA for other sites near you: 
nasa.gov/about/sites/index.html

The entrance to Huntsville's Space Camp
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