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portable homes
To say that portable homes are new wouldn’t be accurate – we’ve 
long hitched our nomadic daydreams on the concept of mobile 
homes. But renewed interest in sleek prefabricated structures is 
spurred by rising costs of rents and mortgages. These pieces of 
architecture often have social benefits, touted as one solution to 
the affordable housing crisis: space for those without the fortune 
of land, making micro and moveable structures just the ticket.

COMMON 
KNOWLEDGE 
Rooted in the mission to provide 
affordable living options, 
Ireland’s Common Knowledge 
partnered with the UK’s Margent 
Farm, which grows hemp in 
Cambridgeshire, to create these 
two-level TIGÍN Tiny Homes 
(top) on wheels. The 20 
square-metre space flexes 
sustainable materials beyond 
hemp, like cork insulation and 
natural rubber linoleum flooring, 
and its simple design can even 
be built by hand. 

MOLIVING
Portability is breaking into 
hospitality thanks to these 
moveable ‘pods’ (above) in the  

United States that contain a 
proper hotel room complete 
with distinct living, sleeping, 
and working areas. Billed as 
the world’s first nomadic hotel 
concept, the prefabricated 
pods can be moved with ease 
all about your property – 
perfect for anyone dreaming  
of opening an Airbnb.  

MADEIGUINCHO
Part of the Portuguese studio’s 
long-running collection of 
portable compact homes,  
these timber units (left) are 
often kitted out with double-
height interiors, built-in furniture 
and off-grid systems that make 
mobile living well within reach 
– with layouts just a few hundred 
square feet large. 
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