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Gardens Under Glass

Garfield Park Conservatory has 
served as Chicago’s urban oasis 
since 1908. Landscape architect 
Jens Jensen collaborated with 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright to 
design a conservatory that would 
look like the haystacks prevalent 
throughout the Midwest. They 
achieved their vision with the help 
of sculptors, artists and historians.

Today, visitors escape the 
Windy City in more than eight 
indoor display gardens (one of 
which, the Elizabeth Morse Genius 
Children’s Garden, is currently 
being renovated to provide 
wheelchair accessibility and space 
for those with sensory processing 
disorders). The largest room—at 
65-feet high and 90-feet wide —is 

These classic conservatories provide the perfect climate for color and greenery year-round. 
By Sarah Miller
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Wealthy industrialist Pierre S. du Pont gave birth to today’s internationally 
renowned Longwood Gardens. Visitors can tour his residence, which he purchased 
in 1906 and later doubled in size, including his addition of a small conservatory—
Longwood’s first “winter garden.” Pleased with the results, he added a second, 
much grander conservatory in 1921.

Today’s sprawling conservatory covers nearly two acres and includes two 
large display areas—the Historic Main Conservatory and the East Conservatory. 
The reconstructed 32,000-square-foot West Conservatory will open in 2024. The 
original neoclassical Main Conservatory is made up of the Orangery and the 
Exhibition Hall, with its sunken marble floor and towering pillars, where the  
du Ponts entertained. Together with the East Conservatory and its waterfall and 
pond, they dazzle with ever-changing displays of flowers and foliage. 

In colder months, autumn’s Chrysanthemum Festival transitions to a Longwood 
Christmas—a celebration of evergreens, paperwhites and poinsettias—followed 
by Winter Wonderland, three more glorious months of cold-weather blooms. 

More intimate gardens found throughout the conservatory include an Indoor 
Children’s Garden with fountains, sculptures and hidden spaces to explore; the 
Camellia House, with its spectacular blooms in winter; and the restored Orchid 
House, showcasing 300 orchids daily from Longwood’s collection of 5,000. 

the balmy Palm Room, where 
more than 70 lush palms and 
exotic plants transport guests 
to a tropical locale. The Fern 
Room delights with a melody 
of gurgling streams and a 
waterfall calibrated to sound like 
“Mendelssohn’s Spring Song.” 

Botanical environments 
include the Desert House, 
with its cacti and succulents 
collection, and the Aroid House, 
where popular houseplants 
are showcased amid 16 
bright-yellow glass lily pads 
by artist Dale Chihuly. The 
conservatory’s Show House is 
the place to feed your desire for 
flowers year-round, with plants 
grown in the conservatory. 
For a special treat, relax with a 
coffee or snack at a bistro table 
in Horticulture Hall. 

Built shortly after Chicago’s World Fair Columbian Exposition, Franklin Park 
Conservatory’s Victorian architecture is a prime example of the City Beautiful 
aesthetic popularized by the fair. Inside, more than 400 plant species from 
around the world flourish in the conservatory’s three acres of greenhouses, 
accented by the largest private collection of work by glass artist Dale Chihuly.

The oldest parts of the conservatory, dating to 1895, are the Dorothy M. Davis 
Showhouse, where the horticultural displays change with the seasons, and the 
John F. Wolfe Palm House, a light-filled tropical paradise featuring 43 species of 
palm and a special fiddle-leaf fig, one of the original trees planted there. 

The conservatory also features four distinct biomes to explore. Start in the 
Himalayan biome with vines, conifers, deciduous trees, shrubs and fragrant 
blooms. Wind along the paths of the sultry Rainforest Biome to admire cacao 
and mahogany trees with a dense undergrowth of monstera, elephant ear and 
bromeliads. 

Cacti, succulents and palm trees reign in the dry heat of the Desert Biome, 
while the humid terrain of the Pacific Island Water Garden bursts with ferns, 
orchids, other tropical flowers, and even a breadfruit and a banana tree. Come 
spring, it’s also home to hundreds of fluttering butterflies in kaleidoscopic colors. 

Franklin Park  
Conservatory 
Columbus, Ohio
fpconservatory.org
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Longwood 
Gardens
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania
longwoodgardens.org

Garfield Park 
Conservatory 
Chicago, Illinois
garfieldconservatory.org 


