
Everything an NYC Attorney Needs To Know About The New 

Cannabis Laws 
 

2021 was the year for cannabis in New York State. After many failed attempts, the use of 

medicinal and recreational marijuana has been legalized and regulations are being conceived to 

allow its sale. This opens the door for a potential multi-million-dollar market but also creates a 

new legal framework for attorneys in the region.  

 

Cannabis Possession 

According to the law, New Yorkers 21 or older are authorized to carry up to 3 ounces of 

cannabis legally and are also permitted to store up to 5 ounces at home without penalty. 

However, those found possessing more than 3 ounces could be fined around $1000. Users 

found carrying more than 16 ounces could be charged with a misdemeanor and may even face 

imprisonment for a short time. 

 

Conviction Records 

Decriminalizing also means that every arrest, charge, or conviction of non-violent incidents 

involving cannabis before the law was passed would have to be reevaluated. Records could be 

expunged automatically and immediately, but as each case is different, the process might take 

up to two years for some records to be finally annulled.  

 

With 2019´s expungement legislation, the first round of cannabis records - about 198,000 cases 

- were deleted. As of October 2021, “approximately 203,000 canna-related charges are 

presently being suppressed from background searches and in the process to be sealed or 

expunged,” according to the New York State Office of Cannabis Management. 

 

Cannabis Sales 

So far, people are endorsed to possess cannabis but there’s no legal way to purchase it yet. 

New Yorkers are in the process of deciding whether to allow cannabis businesses establish in 

their communities and have only the last days of 2021 to make a final decision to opt in or opt 

out of regulating cannabis sales.  

 

The law currently permits retail sales and consumption on sites where smoking tobacco is also 

legal, as Senator Liz Krueger, the bill’s sponsor, has said. But it’s up to municipalities to set the 

rules and permissions as well as to pass certain freedoms.  

 

It is well known that approving businesses to set up shop represents a significant impact on the 

state’s economy. The cannabis market promises to create more than 20,000 new jobs in the 

next five years, and businesses are expected to bring an estimated $130 billion in contribution 

to the country’s economy.  

 

Homegrown Cannabis 

New Yorkers can plant, harvest, and possess up to 6 mature plants (female marijuana plants 

with flowers and buds) and 6 immature plants (female marijuana plants that haven’t flowered) at 



home, with a maximum total of 12 plants per household regardless of how many adults live in 

the property. Additionally, home-growers have to comply with the following rules:  

● Homegrown cannabis is only intended for personal use and cannot be sold. 

● All plants must be kept in a secure space away from anyone under 21 years old. Measures 

must be taken to prevent anyone younger from getting access.  

● Homegrown cannabis can’t be mixed with butane, propane, or alcohol to make hash oil or 

concentrate. This is considered illegal. 

● Municipalities cannot prohibit homegrown cannabis but can enforce regulations. 

 

As municipalities are currently in their final decision-making stages, this last rule is not effective 

yet.  

 

Changes in Law Enforcement 

With cannabis removed from the list of illegal possessions, policemen also have to adapt to the 

changes. One of the major effects of the law occurs in how police officers must address their 

interactions around cannabis-related cases and can no longer base a search of suspects solely 

on cannabis smell. 

 

This also serves to correct the disparities and unjust treatments minorities have suffered for 

many years. 

 

2022 is here and brings new opportunities as well as the multiple changes happening in New 

York State. And as the transition occurs, attorneys in the region have to reevaluate old and new 

legislation in order to execute their labor properly.  

 

 

PITCH DECK 
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