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Hi! I’m Brian.

Congratulations! You just snagged a collection of  
non-traditional – and not weird – ways to score 
auditions.

We’ve all heard stories about actors getting into the 
room (or Zoom room) in unusual ways, but they 
always sound accidental, stalkerish, or worse...they 
relied entirely on luck.

I knew there had to be a way to tap into this apparent 
magic – so I interviewed managers, agents, and actors 
to get the inside track on how they did it. 

I’m talking about professional — but uncharted and 
un-talked about — routes to meet decision-makers 
that actually work! 

This collection of first-hand accounts will surprise 
you, inspire you, and empower you to take action…
and to make sure you do, the very last page is a follow-
along action guide that will help you tap into your own 
creativity.

I’m so excited to share my findings with you. Anytime 
you ask yourself “what else can I be doing?” return to 
this collection – you’ll be inspired by these stories and 
find new ways to make it happen.

Always by your side,

Brian Patacca
@briansaysthat

23 REAL WAYS
TO GET 
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WHEN I AM AT COMMERCIAL AUDITION STUDIOS,
I always look around and see what else is 
casting while I’m there - especially if I’m 
dressed right and it’s a slow time. Sometimes 
they are running low on guys and if the fit is 
right, I find that they let me audition about 1/3 
of the time! With that said, I never just slap 
my name on the sign-in sheet and try to crash 
— I always make sure the project matches my 
union status, type, age, etc. I try to remember 
that casting directors want to see us and hire 
us, so I’m happy to help them do that job :) Bahram Khosraviani
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LAST YEAR 
I HAD A 

SELF-TAPE 
REQUEST
COME IN

for a British TV show. They were looking for 
a standup comedian to play a brilliant, dorky 
tech nerd. They were looking for an American 
and they wanted a self-tape. I was under the 
impression that I could never book with a self-
tape because I never had before and I just didn’t 
think I was any good at it — but I decided to do 
this  one for me. I freaked out my hair, I got some 
glasses from the closest CVS and popped out the 
lenses. I decided to just go completely against 
the type that I normally play and just have fun. 
I even had a salad that I was eating anyway and 
decided to just film while I ate the salad — and 
sent it in.

Three weeks later I got an email that I was on 
hold for this part. Three weeks after that I got 
some notes from the director to see if I could 
redo the tape with a little bit of direction. And 
I did. The next day I got word that this was a 
Series Regular for a British TV show and I went 
out to London and shot it. So, my takeaway from 
that is not to judge the material or myself before 
doing it, and just have fun with it and do you — 
good things can come from self-tapes, which I 
never, never thought. When you’re having fun I 
guess it shows! 

Amanda Peyton
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ONE OF OUR CLIENTS
BEFRIENDED 
HER NEXT DOOR 
NEIGHBOR,

This document is the property of Brian Patacca and Team BKP, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
It is for educational purposes and is not to be reproduced, shared, or published with or by any third party.

who happened to be a showrunner on a big TV 
show. Her neighbor was getting ready to go out 
of town — on location — to begin filming, so our 
client brought over some homemade blueberry 
coffee cake to wish her safe travels and happy 
shooting. Her neighbor ended up booking her on 
the project since she knew she was a local hire 
where the project was being shot. Be kind to those 
around you, plus home-baked goods are always a 
plus!

 Aspire Talent Management Team

but I got an appointment for a 
Broadway show because the 
Director saw me walking up 8th 
Avenue and thought of me.

Bret Shuford

who helped me with a project. She shared the email 
with another writer/director who needed a certain 
kind of comedienne for his show. My friend thought 
my funny email to her was a good indication of what 
I would be like in rehearsal (the writer of the show 
was looking to know a little more about women 
auditioning beyond their self-tape/website/resume, 
etc). So, I got on an Off-Broadway acting job from 
writing a funny thank you email! 

Alet Taylor
and even though they didn’t ask for it, I 
decided to send in my reel. The director 
c-mailed me saying I was totally wrong 
for the role but he liked my reel. I told 
him, “Thanks, and keep me in mind in 
the future.” He didn’t wait too long to 
keep me in mind, as he brought me in 
— but maintained that he liked my reel 
and thought I was still wrong for the 
role. While this could have easily felt like 
a deadend audition, I did my best. He 
ended up giving me the part, and said he 
couldn’t see anyone else doing it better! 

Jordana Oberman

I WAS SELF-
SUBMITTING 
FOR FEATURE
FILMS

I WROTE A 
THANK-YOU TO 
A DIRECTOR 
FRIEND

I DIDN’T 
KNOW IT AT 
THE TIME,
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From my Instagram! I sing in a vocal trio that performs 
music by girl groups, everything from The Supremes to En 
Vogue. A new tv show on CBS All Access was looking for a 
vocal trio with a vintage feel for one of their episodes. My 
agent pitched my group via our Instagram page. I went in 
the next day with a short 1950’s song, and the next day, my 
group was booked! We rehearsed and filmed for 3 weeks — 
we had the most magical time! 

Dominique Toney

I studied Meisner 
for two years in an 
intensive program. The 
studio was very close-
knit, and periodically 
I returned to those 
teachers for coaching 
and workshops. I took 
a Meisner brush-up 
one summer, and I 
mentioned to the group 
that I had the goal of 
doing more theater. 
About a month later, 

one of my teachers 
mentioned there was 
an audition in Orange 
County happening 
for a show I would be 
perfect for, and that 
she had worked with 
the director in the past. 
Her referral got me an 
audition time, and I 
ended up booking two 
shows at that theater!

Silvana Gargione

WHEN I FIRST 
CAME TO LOS 
ANGELES,

THE MOST SURPRISING 
WAY I GOT AN AUDITION??

and I chose the funniest scene I knew. I 
got auditions, positive email responses, 
and even some CD’s coming to my 
shows.

It seemed to help separate me from 
other actors that my ONE goal was to 
make Casting Directors laugh versus 
‘hoping they think I’m a good actor.’ 

Anonymous Actor Turned Manager

I did cast ing 
workshops
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I TOOK A 
SPINNING CLASS
for about a year and during that time I became familiar with some 
of the other regulars. One day while waiting for the instructor I 
wound up having a conversation with a guy whom I saw often. 
Naturally he asked me what I did for a living and I told him that I 
was an actor. Now usually, that prompts the old  “oh, have I seen you 
in something?” or ”...do you know so and so...” line of questioning 
and this instance was no different! However, at the end of our spin 
chat, he suggested I meet a friend of his who was in the business. 
His own uncertainty as to WHAT exactly his friend did and the fact 
that there are A LOT of people in the business, I just took it as a nice 
sentiment — a pleasant button to a good conversation. 

The next time I saw him, I was surprised when he gave me his 
friend’s contact info. Turns out, his friend was THE casting director 
on a new network show. Quite surprised by the randomness of it all, 
I emailed him. I had an opportunity to go in for a general with him; 
later that afternoon I auditioned for a role. A few days later I got a 
callback and by the end of that week, I booked the job! 

The whole experience was fantastic and I learned some very 
valuable lessons: networking has always felt artificial and sneaky 
to me, but I’d been doing it and it felt natural - how? I realized that 
I was simply having a conversation with another human being. I 
wasn’t trying to get something or be something. It helped me see 
that it was not us (actors) vs. them (casting, producers, people in 
the business), and we are all just part of a bigger process. It changed 
how I approached going into rooms after that. The job also was a 
strong reminder that sometimes what we seek may be a lot closer 
than we believe — so be ready!!!!!

Garland Whitt
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One day she asked me if I could do an entire show singing 
in French and I said “Yes!” but she insisted my name be 
changed from Linda Glick (and she had already come up 
with Lili Perrier). I knew this was a bad idea, but I went 
along with it and had a great show.

Later that evening, I was approached by a gentleman 
who said someone would be contacting me about an 
audition and sure enough, the call came the next day...
for Lili Perrier! He had three hours before his return 
flight to Holland and insisted on hearing me sing before 
leaving NYC. I decided to go for it.

I sang for him in my living room to recorded tracks (this 
was waaay before the iPhone), booked the job, and left 
for two weeks to Paramaribo, Suriname. And to top it off, 
they billed me as LINDA GLICQUE!!

Linda Glick

Odd coming from someone who joined 
social media kicking and screaming!  
The resistance I felt and the resistance 
some of my clients feel is not wanting to 
be inauthentic.  “What would I have to 
say to a famous Director?”  Well....

One of my clients was already big on 
social media, namely Twitter.  He was 
also obsessed with a particular genre 
of film.  Come to find out that a very 
well known Director (who he had been 
following for some time) was starting 
to shoot another chapter in the exact 
genre in which my client was an expert. 
They started a casual on-going banter, 
and we ended up sending this Director 
my client’s EPK.

Fast forward a year and a half later, our 

Director friend had a project listed on 
the Breakdowns,  my client was right 
for one of the roles and I, of course, 
submitted him. Then I asked our 
Director if it was alright to use his name 
when I pitched my client to the CDs. He 
said yes, and we got an audition with 
that pitch! 

Moral of the story:  Follow your 
inspirations on social media. Be 
AUTHENTIC, don’t kiss a** and start 
obnoxious conversations. Do pay 
attention to whom you might have 
commonalities.  Treat others the way 
you would want to be treated! The rest 
is up to the alignment of the stars!

Mariko Ballentine, Minc Talent

I SUGGEST MY CLIENTS 
FOLLOW INDUSTRY 
PEOPLE ON TWITTER.

I HAD AN 
AGENT WHO 

BOOKED 
ME FOR 

CONCERTS 
AND CLUB 

DATES.
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I was submitted for a role on a Colombian TV 
series by my agent.  She called just to make sure 
that I really spoke Spanish before submitting me.  
I said yes, not thinking much of it.  Then all of 
a sudden I’m at a callback, memorizing sides in 
Spanish, which is not my native language.  I had 
never acted in Spanish before so it presented a 
unique challenge.  Instead of wondering whether 
my language skills or even my acting skills would 
be good enough, I decided just to have fun with 
it, thinking that there was no way I would book 
it, or would I even want to move to Colombia for 
a year to shoot some cheesy ‘telenovela.’  

I think because I felt such little pressure, I had so 
much fun with it and subsequently did a better 
job.  Before I knew it, I had a callback, and then a 
chemistry read, all the while still thinking that it 
was unlikely I would book it.  Next, I was flying to 
Colombia for a screen test, and being offered the 
lead role in a TV series — in a language in which 
I had never acted, and in a country I had never 
even visited.  The show became an international 
success and the grounded and poignant story we 
told shattered all of the misconceptions I had 
about “Latin” TV shows.

The year I spent in Colombia working on that TV 
series was one of the most beautiful of my life, 
and certainly the most formative of my career.   I 
think that going into the audition process simply 
to “play” and not feeling any pressure made my 
work much better.  And I think that trusting 
the universe to guide me and doing away with 
prejudices about telenovelas allowed me to 
welcome that incredible adventure. I will always 
look back on that audition and remember that 
above all, you must let go and play. 

Keller Wortham

MANY 
YEARS 
AGO,

for a feature film being produced by 
Forest Whitaker’s Company. I wasn’t 
repped at the time and wasn’t sure 
how effective an Open Call would 
be — I had never submitted to an 
Open Call before. My girlfriend told 
me about the Open Call (which 
shows how much it wasn’t even on 
my radar!). She helped me self-tape 
and I got a callback! And I got to meet 
the producers at the callback. I didn’t 
book it, and I’m not sure it was ever 
made, but the callback went well!

Iman Nazemzadeh

I SAW AN 
OPEN CALL 
ONLINE
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It was a really heartbreaking 
uncoupling and I had 
an audition in San 
Francisco for a high paying 
pharmaceutical commercial. 
So before the audition, I 
was just wandering around 
the city. I smoked a few 
cigarettes, which I don’t 
normally do, but I was just 
not feeling my best.

At the audition, the only 
direction was to walk 
back and forth from the 
camera to the mark. And I 
thought, well, this sounds 

easy. I didn’t know what 
exactly was needed in terms 
of emotion or anything, 
but I remembered advice 
from my teachers that 
sometimes you just go into 
an audition room as you are 
 — sometimes the situation 
calls for you to just be 
completely yourself. 

So I walked back and 
forth and all the while I’m 
thinking I am miserable 
but I’m not going to add 
anything to it. I’m just going 
to walk normally and follow 

the simple instructions. I 
didn’t get any adjustments. 
I thought, well, I was myself 
there. I was my heartbroken, 
sad, cigarette-smoked self 
in the casting room. And, I 
ended up booking that job! 
It just goes to show that 
sometimes you really just 
gotta show up as yourself. 
And that day I showed up 
as my true self and booked 
one of my most high paying, 
fun jobs. 

Timothy Huls

by being a good neighbor 
and visiting set! Her 
neighborhood was taken 
over for a week by a movie 
set, so she walked over and 
introduced herself to the set 
coordinator — offering her 
house and large backyard 
for anything the production 
may need. They were happy 
to have a positive interaction 
with a neighbor — especially 
when it usually goes the 
other way. Later that night 
she received a panicked call 
from production asking if 
they might be able to use 

her house for a location 
and she welcomed them 
with open arms. The EP 
was grateful and struck up 
a conversation in which our 
client was sympathetic to 
the last minute-ness of it all, 
mentioning she understands 
since she is also an actress. 
The next day, the EP found 
our client, told her that the 
AD showed him her reel... 
and that he was impressed! 
He then asked if she would 
come in and read for the 
lead of his next feature. After 
a successful audition, the 

news broke that a previous 
offer on the role had been 
accepted, but he asked if 
she would come in for a 
chemistry read for another 
role! Her original intention 
of hospitality was not to 
land a part in the movie, 
but because of her kindness 
and the genuine human 
connection she made, an 
audition and opportunity 
arose!

Aspire Talent         
Management Team

I WAS OUT OF A 
RELATIONSHIP.

OUR CLIENT GOT AN 
AUDITION FOR A FEATURE
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to work as a PA for a web series 
— mostly because I supported 
the group doing the show 
and I wanted to network with 
them. During a break, I started 
talking with one of the actors 
(who also worked as a writer 
and CD) and I mentioned I was 
an actor, too. After doing some 
back-breaking work as a PA, the 
next time they were working on 
a new series they emailed me 
for an audition. Now I’ve done 
a few projects with them as an 
actor!

Stephanie Noel Garrison

and networking through social media in intelligent 
ways. One client out of Yale School of Drama never 
had social media accounts. We inspired her to promote 
her work at The Pasadena Playhouse, where she 
starred opposite Alfred Molina. It really was a perfect 
opportunity to create her IG account.  It worked, as it 
made many of the casting community aware to come 
out and see her work on the stage.  We feel that’s smart 
social media.  
On another occasion, we had a young client who 
always wanted to meet a particular head of casting at 
a network. When we received an invite from The TV 
Academy for a screening from that particular network, 
we decided to have our client join us. In a fun social 
setting he was able to connect with that Casting 
Executive naturally.  It’s really opened up lots of great 
opportunities for that young actor.  A third example: one of our clients is on Never Have I 

Ever on  Netflix. This week, we were told by a casting 
director that her niece is a fan of the show. Since 
graduations are all going in different directions - from 
Zoom graduations to drive-thrus at football fields - we 
encouraged our client to do a social media shout out 
to the school.  He chose to give back when he could 
have ignored the request.  The importance of this was 
the appreciation that the casting director will have for 
this actor for life.
Michael Greenwald, Endorse Management Group

WE ARE BIG BELIEVERS IN SELF-PROMOTION

for someone that I knew from a musical 
we performed together a few years ago.  
She was directing this time. Ultimately, 
I wasn’t cast, but at my callback, there 
was apparently someone in the room 
who loved my audition. He asked her for 
my contact info, and soon afterward he 
offered me a role in a table read of a new 
play he was writing.

 Emily Boyle

I volunt eered

I audit ioned
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and I was bartending in Santa 
Monica. One night I was really 
feelin’ myself and we had a full 
bar and a full restaurant. I was 
making sure everyone at the bar 
was having as good a time as me. 
Were they really? I don’t know, 
they might have been annoyed 
by me, but I do have a vague 
recollection of talking to a young 
man and his girlfriend.

About a month later, I got a 
text message from an unknown 
number. It says, “Hey, Johnny, 
this is Matt, I talked to you about 
the show that I created. I want 
to bring you in for an audition.” 
I have no recollection of this 
whatsoever. Okay. So. I’m like, 
“Hey man, how you doing? 
So good to hear from you. Of 
course, I remember you. Here’s 
my email, send me the sides. I’m 
so excited to come in.” 

I’ve got no idea. I’m sweating 
bullets.

I went into the audition and I 
don’t remember what this guy 
looks like but — this is the guy, 
he’s the only guy in the room, so 
this must be Matt.  I had a lovely 
reader and I felt like I was in the 
driver’s seat with nothing to lose. 
And so I gave an audition and 
they loved it, worked it a couple 

of times and I left. Then I got a 
callback, and I told my manager, 
look — I don’t know about the 
validity of this project. They sent 
me an NDA. It was a very hush-
hush project. I didn’t know what 
level this was going to be, you 
know, it was nonunion and it was 
just this very private thing.

When I got a callback I went in 
and they liked me a lot. I’m like, 
well, I must be doing something 
right. They keep bringing me 
back. And then I get the phone 
call — I got the part and it was 
filming up in Canada for six or 
seven weeks and it was the first 
big thing that I booked.

I’m getting paid to act.

It was a great cast and crew, and 
a very special project. Everyone 
felt it. But, it was a nonunion 
project and, you know, no one 
had any idea what would become 
of it. No network was attached 
to it and we didn’t shoot just a 
pilot. We shot the whole season 
and then Matthew took it to NBC 
and pitched it to them. 

So, the following summer I’m 
working in a restaurant again 
and one of the guys who was in 
charge of the distribution of the 
series happens to be dining at the 

restaurant that evening.

I had an arm full of plates 
clearing their table, and he asked 
me, “Are you Johnny Wactor? Are 
you on a show called Siberia?” 
And I said, “Yeah, how do you 
know?” And he looks at me and 
he goes, “Johnny, you’re about 
to get some life-changing news 
tomorrow. I can’t share too much 
with you tonight, but, your show 
got picked up.” So I remember 
going home that night and calling 
all my castmates who were in the 
show and telling them I thought 
we might’ve been picked up. 
We found out the next day that 
Siberia was officially picked up 
by NBC. 

It was just awesome. It was the 
launch pad for my career and got 
me tremendous exposure!

Johnny Wactor
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I WAS IN MY SECOND
OR THIRD YEAR IN 
LOS ANGELES
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that was looking for actors in my age range 
just to have ON FILE for future shoots. 
I submitted my headshot and resume, 
and they asked for a self-tape. So then I 
submitted a self-tape...and several weeks 
later I heard from the company requesting 
to book me! I had a great shoot, and they 
even asked me back a second time! So TWO 
BOOKINGS from a seemingly random FB 
post! I normally don’t think to look for jobs 
on Facebook, so it was cool to stumble on a 
great opportunity like this!

Summer Mastain

I hadn’t booked anything in a long 
time. And I thought to myself, 
I’m going to just submit myself to 
every audition that I can and that 
I am remotely a good fit for. And 
sure enough, I got an audition. I 
go to the casting. It was a young 
director who was graduating 
college soon. And he had written 
a short film and in my head, I 
thought, “Okay, great, this is not 
going to go anywhere...I’m just 
going to do my best though.” So I 
did do my best and I never heard 
back from them. And I went and 
continued on with my life. Two 
years later, I got a phone call 
from that same director, former 

student, who in those two years 
had developed this pilot of his, 
shopped it around, got a lot of 
people backing it, and got a huge 
chunk of change to produce it! 
And HE CALLED ME — this is two 
years later! — and offered me a 
role in the pilot, which went to 
network!!! It just goes to show 
that timing is so important and 
you should always audition for 
everything. If I didn’t audition for 
this tiny non-paying role because I 
thought it was below me, I never 
would have booked that big-time 
role two years later.

Jon Eisworth

AT ONE POINT 
IN MY CAREER, I 
FOUND MYSELF IN 
AN AUDITION RUT.

I SAW A POST 
IN BRIAN’S 
FACEBOOK GROUP

in a restaurant where there are many 
industry regulars. She has received 
numerous auditions just from this job! 
Being the quirky, silly, and beautiful 
comedian she is, she has been scouted 
by numerous CD’s, writers, agents, and 
producers just from serving them. She 
is a smart business woman, and always 
has her business card on her. Putting 
yourself in a “money job” that allows 
you to interact with (on a human 
level) people you may never encounter 
in your normal day-to-day is a great 
strategy to open doors. Obviously, 
being a wonderful person –- who isn’t 
looking to get anything in return –- is 
the key to this success.

Matthew Kaufmann, Manager

My client 
works as 
a server 
in West 
Hollywood
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PUT THIS 
INTO 
ACTION...

This document is the property of Brian Patacca and Team BKP, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
It is for educational purposes and is not to be reproduced, shared, or published with or by any third party.

Let ’s make 
you audit ion 
st ory #24!

Click below to take a quick quiz and reveal 
the next step...

(No kidding, I put a lot of work into this 
quiz and it’s designed to take all the juicy 
inspiration from these stories and funnel it 
into more auditions for you!)

Plus, it’ll give me a chance to get to know 
you better… and how I can best help you.

Click here to take the quiz.  I can’t wait to 
hear about your results.
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