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Will and Toby’s Taylor 

Square occupies the first 

and second floors of the 

80-year old Oxford Hotel. On the first 

level you’ve got the New York-style 

Supper Club, an eclectic space for 

lounging around and watching live 

acts. While upstairs, and what a fine 

set of stairs it is, you’ve got the LA-

style Polo Lounge inspired by Coco 

Chanel and Karl Lagerfeld, and host to 

stars such as Pink, Nicole Richie and 

Cameron Diaz.

“The whole overall concept is that 20 

years ago this place was locked up and 

we’ve just found the key and everything 

is just as pristine as it was 20 years 

ago… the place just happens to be shit 

hot and everything is in perfect working 

order,” says designer Paul Kelly.

The first thing that strikes you about 

Will and Toby’s is the stairwell. It’s out 

of this world. And after 8000 hours of 

work and around $300,000 it should 

be. It features a four-storey renaissance-

style mural painted by creative agency 

Killanoodle, a glass LED under lit 

staircase and a timber panelled ceiling. 

“The mural is light and dark – it 

starts dark at the bottom and gradually 

gets lighter up to the clouds at the 

top,” says Paul.

The first floor is dedicated to live 

entertainment with a stage, an Avsound 

sound system and a DJ box that comes 

out of the floor. It has capacity for an 

audience of about 250, with a dedicated 

bar area for drinking and mingling, 

and a lounge area for sitting back and 

enjoying the show. 

“The brief for this place was 

obviously live music and quite a 

significant bar trade,” says Paul.

“It has a very Soho (New York) 

feeling with the mixture of all the 

different materials – you’ve got the 

animal prints, the really detailed 

furniture, the brass handrailing…  

it’s a really eclectic mix.”

According to Paul, he went for this 

mix because nowhere in New York 

is as polished or upmarket as it in 

Beverly Hills.

“Upstairs is quite refined,” he 

explains. “You wouldn’t find a place 

to that level in New York because they 

don’t have to do it – people just go 

there because it’s New York.”

But that doesn’t mean any expense 

has been spared here. Features include 
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a floating jade ceiling bar, and a trophy 

cabinet housing a selection of Toby’s 

collectibles. Building materials range 

from exposed brickwork to limestone 

and timberwork. The lighting and air 

conditioning are also quite hi-tech. 

“There’s no direct lighting and 

no air conditioning that you can see 

anywhere,” says Paul.

Upstairs is a chic upmarket bar 

with an old world Beverly Hills feel. 

Think Chateux Marmont meets the old 

Beverly Hills Social and you’ll be on the 

money. Not surprisingly this is where 

the design team drew their inspiration. 

It’s classic in black and white, and 

dominated by a sleek if somewhat 

quirky fibreglass horse. 

The room is encased in square glass 

panes and divided by a central fireplace 

sporting a bronze mirror. All the 

furniture is black and white, with leather 

chairs and stools, and marble tables. 

Behind the fireplace is Paul’s favourite 

nook and cranny, with a circular 

window made from one piece of granite 

that’s reminiscent of a ship’s porthole. 

This is where the celebrities hang out.

“The first night of operation, it had 

a party for Twentieth Century Fox 

– one of the first customers was Jessica 

Alba,” says Paul.

To the left of the entrance and 

around the corner is the neat and tidy 

bar. In this area guests can sip cocktails, 

while admiring the French decorative 

wooden panelling. 

Every detail in the room is polished 

from the walnut wooden floor to 

marble edging, the aluminium-leafed 

handrail and the handmade Turkish 

camel bone sideboard. Even the 

unisex bathrooms are rather swish, 

with upholstered walls and individual 

vanities inside each cubicle. 

But a project like this is no mean 

feat, and including the basement 

bar below it took teams from Paul 

Kelly Design and ICMG 14 months to 

complete the project.

“The whole project was very, very 

difficult,“ says Paul. 

“The building is a very strange 

shape and quite small – we knocked 

the whole thing in and built it again 

from the bottom up.” b&c

Will and Tobys Taylor Square,  

134 Oxford Street, Darlinghurst, 

Sydney, Tel: +61 (0)2 9331 7073, 

www.willandtobys.com.au

THE DETAILS
Paul Kelly Design

www.paulkellydesign.com
+61 (0)2 9660 8299

Killanoodle
www.killanoodle.com

Avsound
www.avsound.com.au

+61 (0)2 9550 2555

ICMG
www.icmg.com.au

+61 (0)2 8399 3655

WHAT A STAIRWELL

CELEBRITY HANGOUT: 
THE POLO LOUNGE
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