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Does Mesh WiFi Replace Your Current Router? 

 

With each addition of an innovative internet-enabled product, it only gets better and is 

unavoidable to ignore. Products are getting smarter and we are having a hard time catching up 

with the latest gizmos, because of the FOMO syndrome. It compels us to reassess our current 

infrastructure frequently if it needs an upgrade.    

A large premise will have too many dead spots or weak bandwidth because your current 

router cannot reach it. A Mesh WiFi system is a superior solution for your internet access 

problem. If you have a definite notion about your access requirements and budget, mesh 

WiFi is ideally the best replacement. 

So, if mesh routers cover a wide area and distribute the signal evenly, then there should be no 

second thoughts; you should straight away replace the current router. Not really. A 

sophisticated solution need not necessarily be ideal for all. Some alternatives do not require 

any replacement. Understanding how a mesh works will help you make a wise decision.   

 

What is a Mesh Wifi System? 

Almost all homes and offices have an internet connection. It has eased many of the 

complexities in our lifestyles and simplified the efforts we put into productivity. 

Now we are so used to this invaluable resource that any hindrance - be it unavailability or 

speed issues - is frustrating. We need the connections wherever we are, without compromising 

on their strength or our convenience. 
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If your home has a space of 2000 sqft., a single router might cover so much area. There could 

be some dead spots where the signals may not reach or the speed might drop if there are any 

obstructions. 

But with a larger space and a single modem, there surely would be too many dead spots and 

poor bandwidth where you have difficulty accessing the WiFi signals. 

You may opt for a WiFi Extender that boosts the signal to a particular area. But what if you have 

several rooms or multiple floors? Installing multiple WiFi Extenders would be expensive and not 

practical. 

This is where a mesh WiFi system comes to play. 

Unlike a typical router or WiFi extender, a mesh WiFi system spreads the signals across a set of 

multiple nodes. One router is always connected to the modem, which serves as a gateway to 

the net.  

Each node can communicate with the other and also act as a primary router. Mesh routers are 

designed to cover a larger area to overcome dead spots and weak bandwidth.  

 

Does a Mesh Wifi System Replace Your Router? 

A mesh WiFi system is an additional accessory that extends the internet reachability by 

expanding the network coverage. This simply means it will not work on its own but requires to 

be connected to the modem provided by your internet service provider (ISP). 

Your ISP will provide an internet connection with a modem for a single point only unless you 

request multiple routers; which may not be a cost-effective solution. 
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Many of the newer modems come with a built-in router but have limited coverage. For a large 

space, a single router may not cover all areas with equal strength. If you have multiple dead 

zones, instead of installing routers or WiFi extenders, a mesh router system would be ideal. 

A modem is unavoidable because it is the primary source of the internet from your ISP. But you 

need not install additional routers. Instead, you can replace it with a mesh router which will 

disperse the signals evenly and cover a larger area. 

However, if you have budget constraints, then a mesh router system would be an expensive 

option. Each node may cost a minimum of $100 or more, depending on its strength and 

features. An ordinary router costs much lesser, but only if your coverage requirement is for a 

small area. 

 

What are the Benefits of Mesh Wifi? 

Except for the cost factor, you will find a bouquet of benefits with a mesh router system. The 

best thing is you can easily control the reach, limit the access, test the speed, and do much 

more. 

For example, if you use a Google Mesh WiFi system, like this one from Google Store (on 

Amazon), you can do the complete setup process through the Google Home app. It also has the 

built-in Google Assistant, which works even better than the Google Home Mini.  

It intelligently works to ensure the signal is evenly distributed and connected devices get a 

strong bandwidth.  

Consistent Streaming: You can enjoy smooth video streaming and crisper sound quality on 

your HD TV wherever you have placed it. 

Parental Control: You can easily set up parental control to restrict children from accessing 

adult content or excess usage.  
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Speed Test: Easily check the speed for each node and also find out which device is sucking the 

signal too much.  

Guest Access: Provide temporary network access without compromising on security.  

In a mesh network, all nodes in the network use the same SSID, so you don't lose access if you 

move from one end of the network to the other. You can freely move around without the fear 

of losing access.  

You can easily manage all these features right from the app. You have complete control over 

your fingertips or voice command. 

 

What are the Disadvantages of Mesh Wifi? 

Although the mesh WiFi system has a relatively exceptional advantage over regular routers, it 

may not be an ideal solution in all scenarios. Some of the major disadvantages are: 

Expensive: The objective of implementing a mesh network is to cover a wide area. Hence, it 

always comes in a set of two, three, five, or more; never a single unit. This makes it an 

expensive purchase than a single router or a WiFi Extender. 

Space & Power Requirement: Every node requires an open space so that there are no 

barriers to spreading the signals. And at every node, there should be a power socket. This may 

not be an economical option at all places. 

Network Configuration: Mesh WiFi network is usually configured with a mobile app. The 

technical info about the mesh router is limited to whatever is provided in the app. So, if you 

need to tweak the network settings for any purpose, only a regular router has such a provision. 
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What Are the Best Types of Mesh Wifi? 

So, by now you have understood the pros and cons of a mesh WiFi system. If you are sure of 

the space management of your premise and how much you can spend for the benefit it 

provides, then you are ready to pick the most suitable mesh WiFi system for your home. 

Google Nest Wifi 

This is one of the most popular mesh router systems. Google Nest claims faster and better 

coverage than its competitors.  

• Built-in Google Assistant in each node, so they work as Google Home Smart Speakers. 

• Complete setup and management are done from the Google Home app. 

• Simple to install and operate. 

• Can create groups and apply the attributes to a set of devices to schedule or pause the 

access. 

• Best for parental control and guest access. 

Some drawbacks of Google Nest are that it can be managed only through the app; it does not 

have a web app. It does not have Ethernet on the nodes, so you cannot connect a device 

directly but by WiFi only. And of course, Google has the grip on your data, which if you are not 

comfortable could be a turndown.  

 

Netgear Orbi 

Netgear Orbi has a sophisticated app that maps the complete network. It accurately shows 

which device is accessing a particular node and how much data is used.  

• Can remotely control the network with a Netgear account. 

• Can stop the misuse of access even when you are away from home. 

• Can add devices to a group and allocate the usage attributes.  
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• Can even filter the content to an impressive level. 

• Premium services like deeper parental control, time limits, usage stats, and much more. 

• Signal strength is powerful. 

• Can pause the access or block a device. 

• All units are Alexa built-in. 

The downside is the subscription model of premium services, although useful, can be costly on 

your monthly billing. And if you need to integrate voice command, that’s a little expensive. 

 

Eero 

Eero mesh system has a super-fast signal transmission and covers a wider range up to 4500sqft 

with a set of three. The dashboard shows the connected devices and the signal health. It 

displays the connections with a green or red light for their respective access. 

• Shows the speed test and which node is pulling the most data. 

• Can create family profiles and set a schedule for their access and pauses. 

• Has a provision for enabling and disabling the guest network. 

• Premium features like band steering, which remembers which bandwidth is best for a 

particular device and allocates the same next time. 

• Smart queue management reduces the response time by managing the traffic better on 

the network.  

• Add-on subscription services that provide high-level security against hackers, password 

management, VPN, and content filtering.   

The downside is that it does not have a boost mode, and even though is Alexa compatible, it is 

not built-in.  
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Are Mesh Networks More Expensive Than Regular Routers? 

Yes, mesh networks are more expensive than regular routers. This network is always a set of 

multiple nodes, unlike a standalone router. It is primarily required to broadcast from multiple 

points to cover a wider area. It wirelessly links two or more routers to form a network.  

 

Can Mesh Wifi Routers Connect to Your Current Wifi System? 

You can connect a mesh WiFi router to your existing wifi system. There are two ways to 

connect; each has its own merits and demerits depending on your needs. 

Dual Network: You can continue to use a WiFi router simultaneously with a mesh router; both 

as separate networks. However, as you move your device around, the signal would switch to 

the stronger signal available at a point conflicting between the two. 

Wired Connection: Another option is to connect the WiFi router to its Ethernet port and 

disconnect the WiFi connection. This will eliminate the signal conflict but would make a 

complex network setup. And some routers, like the Google Nest, do not have Ethernet access 

points. 

 


