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It was the end of the academic 
year. The atmosphere was 
abuzz with preparations for 

the Annual Day. Students and 
teachers were rehearsing their 
plays, music programmes, dances 
and speeches.

Kanya was practising her 
narration for Macbeth. On the 
stage, Amal, Guru and Iqbal 
were practising their lines. Amal 
quipped, “Isn’t it great that we 
have Shakespeare’s plays to read 
and act out? Can you imagine 
what we would have done in 
arts and culture without the 
Englishman’s contribution?”

Guru and Iqbal nodded in 
agreement. 

“Yes, Shakespeare did give us 
great plays, but we have significant 
contributions from Indians, too,” 
Kanya said.

“Really? Who?” Iqbal asked. 
“The most prominent name 

in this area is of Kamaladevi 
Chattopadhyay,” said Kanya, 
adding that she was the driving 
force behind the National School 
of Drama, the Central Cottage 
Industries Emporium, the Crafts 
Council of India and the Sangeet 
Natak Akademi.

Kanya’s friends were surprised 
on learning this. “My aunt gifted 
me a book on Kamaladevi for my 
birthday. I will bring it tomorrow,” 
she said.

The next day, all the kids 
gathered around Kanya as 
she f lipped through the pages 
of  the book on Kamaladevi 
Chattopadhyay. The kids were 
awestruck to learn that she wasn’t 
just an art enthusiast but also a 
feminist, a social activist and a 
freedom fighter. Her rebellious 
streak showed early on when 
she chose to remarry at the time 
when widow remarriages were 
considered a taboo.

During her freedom struggle, 
Kamaladevi was also imprisoned. 
That experience led her to set 
up a hospital for inmates. The 
city of Faridabad also owes its 
existence to her. Kamaladevi 
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set it up to rehabilitate around 
50,000 craftsmen who moved 
to India from Pakistan post-
Independence. 

Reading the book gave the 
kids immense inspiration. Guru 
sighed, “Our history books have 
forgotten so many of our heroes. 
We need to tell their untold 
stories to the world.” And then he 
suddenly stood up, shouting, “Let 
us go and meet our Principal.”

The others followed, not 
knowing what Guru was up to. 
As they knocked on the door, the 
Principal called them in. 

Seeing so many students in his 
room, the Principal asked with 
concern, “Is everything alright?” 

“Yes, Sir. All good. We just 
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When there is harmony, there is peace
And joy on earth does increase.
For Peace to grow in your community,
The first step is social unity.

We all know that healthy relations
Are the key to peaceful nations,
War and conflicts, we must avoid,
So that the beauty of life may be enjoyed.

We just need to open our hearts,
That’s where peace clearly starts.
It is not difficult to embrace and find,
With a calm and open mind.

Peace brings us tranquillity,
Along with much needed stability,
Sense of quiet and goodwill,
Peace is serene and very still.

wanted to discuss something 
about the Annual Event with you,” 
said Guru. 

“Sure,” the Principal prodded.
“We were thinking that everyone 

knows about Shakespeare. We 
have read his plays and watched 
them on the stage several times,” 
he began shyly.

“So, what are you suggesting?” 
the Principal asked.

“Can we create small skits on 
our forgotten freedom fighters 
like Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay? 
To be honest, until I read about 
her today, I had no clue about 
her contribution to our country’s 
freedom struggle and growth. The 
world needs to know about her 
and many others like her,” Guru 

said and the others nodded.
The Principal smiled. Clasping 

his hands, he sighed, “I am 
amazed at the way you kids think. 
I love your idea. Let’s do it.”

The Principal asked the kids 
to make a list of three such 
forgotten heroes and prepare 
15-minute skits around their 
life and contribution. The kids 
distributed the work and finalized 
on Aruna Asaf Ali and Lakshmi 
Sahgal, besides Kamaladevi. With 
the help of their teachers, they 
worked on their new plays with 
renewed vigour and enthusiasm.

Needless to say, the Annual 
Event was a resounding success—
in terms of inspiration, ideation 
and execution.


