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With this month’s feature topic being “All 
Things Sports,” I decided to look up the actual 
definition to make sure we are all on the same 
track. You see, when I think of sports, I only 
think of ball games: baseball, football, basket-
ball, soccer balls, and golf galls. That’s about it. 
But in actuality, that’s not just about it. So, the 
dictionary’s explanation of “an activity involving physical exertion 
and skill in which an individual or team competes against anoth-
er or others for entertainment” brought on a whole new light and 
broadens the scope.

For the first time ever in my career, I tagged along with my sports 
editor and his team on a media trip to Indiana. They were on a mis-
sion to follow and conquer the Pete Dye Golf Trail which includes 
seven different courses. We began in Monticello where our 
accommodations were at Best Western Plus Brandywine Inn & 
Suites. There is an attached convention center as well as the 
Sculptures Sports and Fitness Club (see pages 2-3). A free hot 
breakfast is served each morning. This hotel has an indoor heated 
pool, two saunas, spa and hot tub for guest, great for those aching 
muscles after a day on the golf course. But then the hot tub is great 
for me any time of day, and I choose to forego the three-hour walk 
on the golf course. Massage services are available from The Pink 
Parlor located right in the hotel. I was totally content to stay right 
there on my extended weekend getaway. But alas, we had to move 
on to the next course. Details for golf fans are on page 18. 

Back to my kind of sports. If it’s competitive, it’s a sport. If it 
involves physical exertion, then it’s a sport. If it includes entertain-
ment, then it’s definitely a sport. So I choose dining at all the res-
taurants along our trail to “judge” which one is the best. This takes 
exertion to cram in that last delicious bite of desert after a hearty 
meal. Entertainment was by my staff as they shared tales from their 
day on the course. The competition was the chef preparing our 
food - especially desert. So while I tally my points, let’s try another 
sport... All readers can enter to play. 

The competition is to find Mr. Dimples (who? See P. 18). The 
prize is Conner Prairie tickets in Indianapolis. He’s somewhere in 
this issue. Email your answer to editor@barnettpro  for a chance 
to win. 

Up Close:Up Close:  
From the EditorFrom the Editor

Sports Editor Duane Duchesne and 
his sports teem tackled the Pete Dye 
Golf Trail this month in Indiana. He is 
shown above teeing off at the French 
Lick Course. See P. 18 for article. 
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LEE GREENWOOD CELE-
BRATES 4TH OF JULY WEEK-
END WITH APPEARANCES 
ON NEWS NATION, NEWS-
MAX, ONE AMERICA NEWS 
NETWORK AND MORE 

LEE GREENWOOD SPECIAL 
EDITION BLACK CAT® FIRE-
WORKS AVAILABLE IN TIME 
FOR JULY 4TH WEEKEND

‘Proud to Be an American: 
The Lee Greenwood Story’ 
available for streaming on Fox 
Nation

NEW YORK, N.Y. – Lee 
Greenwood, best known for his 
signature song “God Bless the 
U.S.A.,” will kick off the July 
4th weekend with appearances on Newsmax and 
One America News Network before hitting the road 
for shows and then on July 4th will appear on News 
Nation!

“Independence Day is one of my favorite days of 
the year,” shares Greenwood. “Family and friends 
all come together to celebrate something we all 
should be celebrating every day…our independence. 
Happy 4th of July everyone!”

Lee Greenwood can be seen at 8 p.m. ET - Friday, 
July 1,  Newsmax (National Report) 

11:30 am ET  One America News Network (Real 
America with Dan Ball) 

9:30 a.m. ET - Monday, July 4, News Nation 
(Morning In America) 

Greenwood is considered one of the most avid and 
longstanding supporters of America’s troops and 
veterans. He recently partnered with global firework 
manufacturer Black Cat ® to introduce a 42-shot 
“Proud to Be an American” firework available in 

select locations across the coun-
try just in time for the holiday 
weekend.

His partnership with veter-
an-owned Patriarch Distiller’s 
Soldier Valley Spirits to produce 
a signature line of whiskey, bour-
bon, and vodka, continues to 
raise money for various veterans’ 
charity groups. At a recent event 
raising money for the national 
organization Helping A Hero, 
Greenwood signed 16 bottles of 
bourbon for their live auction 
netting $80,000 for the charity.

Upcoming Tour Dates:
JUL 02 - Renfro Valley Enter-

tainment Center / Mt. Vernon, 
Ky.

JUL 03 - Private Event / Coun-
try Club Village, Mo.

JUL 04 - American Countess / Clarksville, Tenn.
JUL 05 - The Grand Ole Opry / Nashville, Tenn.
JUL 07 - The Clayton Opera House / Clayton, N.Y.
JUL 08-09 Seneca Niagara Resort & Casino / Niaga-

ra Falls, N.Y.
JUL 10 - American Queen / Clarksville, Tenn.
JUL 11 - American Queen / Clarksville, Tenn.
JUL 28 - Springdale / Andalusia, Ala.
JUL 30 - Barclay Square / Punxsutawney, Pa.
AUG 02 - Wisconsin Valley Fair / Wausau, Wis.
AUG 03 - Freedom County Fairgrounds / Albert 

Lea, Minn.
AUG 05 - Private Event / Waco, Texas
AUG 11 - Private Event / Kansas City, Kan.
AUG 11 - Private Event / Palm Harbor, Fla.
AUG 13 - Ardean Aafedt Stadium / Williston, N.D.
AUG 14 - Wisconsin State Fair / West Allis, Wis.
AUG 19 - Arrowhead Speedway / Colcord, Okla.
AUG 20 - Arrowhead Speedway / Colcord, Okla.
AUG 27 - Oxford Performing Arts Center / Oxford, 

People to See: 

Lee Greenwood 
By Lisa Garcia
People to See Editor
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Product Reviews for Sportsters 
Picklebag by Georgie & Lou

Pickleball is one of America’s fastest growing sporst! So pack your paddle and 
balls in this functional bag. This pretty, roomy bag holds all of your gear, and 
can go from court to street, a two-in-one use when traveling! Each couture bag 
has all the comfort and durability needed to pack everything all in one place:
• Designated interior pockets hold three pickleballs and water thermos.
• An exclusive “carabiner system” that keeps your bag lifted off the ground.
• Available in many designs and colors to match your personality.
• Comfortable, adjustable, removable straps, many are washable. Interior and
exterior zippered pockets to keep valuables safe while playing.
•The vegan leather material wipes clean easily.
• The solid metal hardware makes this stylish bag durable and secure.

• Price: Starting at $136

“3” Corn Hole Toss Game
The new real wood 3 corn hole toss game, the newest innovative intro-
duction from Creative Brainworks B3 Games Brand, allows players to 
bring the nonstop on the go game anywhere. Featuring adjustable legs, 
handles and straps, 3 Corn Hole, is a familiar game with a twist in that it 
is three times the fun with multiple new ways to play. 
The game set includes 4 blue bean bags, 4 red bean bags, and two 
regulation sized wooden game boards that are well-made and sturdy and 
designed to be set up and played anywhere - from the backyard, to the 
beach, tailgating, camping and more. 
List Price: $71.99     https://www.amazon.com/

Nokona Leather Goods 
If your dad grew up playing baseball, chances are his leather ball 
glove was made by Nokona. This same company, known for quality 
and American craftsmanship, is now using baseball glove leather 
for travel products such as duffle bags, backpacks and dopp kits. 
You can even embroider a love note or his initials into any piece! 
Everything is handmade in the U.S. and is highly customizable, 
making a perfect gift for your sports traveler. 
Price: $85.00+ 
Affiliated with ShareASale/Skimlinks

Campbell Caddie
A unique and useful golf accessory most appealing to Boomer age men 
and women, an audience of over 10-million Americans. Whether on-
course, around the practice area, or in the back yard the Campbell Cad-
die™ eliminates some of golf’s common annoyances. 
· Keeps clubs upright and visible in the rough or around the green.
· Reduces the risk of losing or leaving expensive clubs behind
· Keep grips dry and clean of grass, sand, and chemicals
· Reduces the number of times bending over is required
· Uniquely 100% Made in the U.S.A.
Price: $24.95       www.campbellcaddie.com/product/the-campbell-caddie/

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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T
ucked into 
the wood-
lands above 
Lake Placid, 
New York 
sits White-
face Lodge, 
a AAA 
Four Dia-
mond-rat-

ed all-suite luxury resort, ideal 
for travelers looking for an epic 
mountainside vacation. With tem-
peratures averaging at 77 degrees, 
Whiteface Lodge is a perfect place 
for classic summer fun without 
the sweltering summer heat. 

Below are the top five reasons to 
visit Whiteface Lodge this sum-
mer:

1. Ideal for families and
groups: 

Whiteface Lodge doesn’t offer 
typical hotel rooms, the resort 
boasts expansive suites ranging 
from 700 to 2,300 square feet, giv-
ing guests their choice of spacious 
accommodations, including one-, 
two- or three-bedrooms. Each 
suite comes with a fully equipped 
kitchen and washer/dryer that will 
make guests feel at home and pro-
vide plenty of space for spreading 
out and relaxing.

2. No resort fees, yet brim-
ming with complimentary perks:

Rare for resorts of this mag-
nitude, Whiteface Lodge offers 
guests an abundance of comple-

mentary perks with no sur-
prise resort fee tacked on at 
the end. A few summertime 
lodge favorites include:

• A private catch-and-
release pond stocked with 
rainbow trout, with compli-
mentary equipment availa-
ble

• Tennis, pickleball,
basketball, ladderball and 
cornhole

• Year-round indoor
and outdoor pool and hot tubs

• Three films a day at the 56-
seat surround-sound movie theat-
er with fresh popcorn offered

• A family game room fea-
turing air hockey, billiards, foos-
ball, shuffleboard, ping pong and 
more

Column: Hotel Hospitality 

Summertime Getaway in Upstate New YorkSummertime Getaway in Upstate New York



July, 2022 ~ ExtendedWeekendGetaways  | -9-

Summertime Getaway in Upstate New YorkSummertime Getaway in Upstate New York
By Jenna Bush
Assistant Account Executive, Public Relations
Mower.com

• An old-fashioned 
two-lane bowling alley

• A nightly bonfire
tradition with s’mores 
kits

• Fitness classes rang-
ing from pilates and 
yoga to aqua aerobics 
and more

3. Summer
camp but for all ages:

In addition to all the compli-
mentary perks mentioned above, 
Whiteface Lodge’s Canoe Club 
allows guests to enjoy complimen-
tary canoes, kayaks, pedal boats, 

paddle boards, swimming, volley-
ball, badminton, tetherball, bocce 
ball, horseshoes and life-sized 
Jenga at the exclusive Lake Placid 
beachfront facility. For a memora-
ble boating experience, travelers 
can also utilize one of the lodge’s 
signature collections of watercraft 
via concierge service and com-
plete with all necessary equip-
ment and instruction for tubing, 
water-skiing or wake-boarding on 
Lake Placid. Additionally, White-
face Lodge’s annual Kamp Kanu 
recently kicked off throughout 
the summer on Saturdays and 
Sundays and is perfect for guests 
to enjoy during their stay, ensur-

ing children will have a fun 
educational and engaging 
experience while their parents 
can get away and have some 
fun on their own.

4. Premier dining op-
tions:

After working up an appe-
tite during the day, guests 
can enjoy fine dining in the 
resort’s premier restaurant, 
Kanu or craft cocktails and 
lounge dining at Peak 47. For 
a little outdoor entertainment, 
every Wednesday through 
September, beloved regional 
band Fulton’s Folly will take 
the stage for live music in the 
courtyard where guests can 
enjoy the sounds of summer 
while dining at Peak 47.

5. Regionally inspired
spa treatments:

For much deserved pamper-
ing, Whiteface Lodge offers luxu-
rious spa treatments inspired by 
the calming mosaic of the region. 
Guests should try the Great Salt 
Lake Bath and Massage Ritu-
al, which includes a 50-minute 
traditional therapeutic massage 
followed by a warm 25-minute hy-
drotherapy bath of sea salts, mag-
nesium, and arnica. Additionally, 
the Great Outdoors Facial nour-
ishes and rejuvenates environ-
mentally damaged skin and slows 
the signs of aging. Antioxidants 
and botanical extracts help correct 
and revitalize the skin during this 
50-minute treatment.

https://mower.com/
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Biking - The Best in the West
Gas prices are still way too high. There are 

other alternatives, however,  for a great ex-
tended weekend getaway without blowing the 
budget.

If you enjoy the outdoors, nature, healthy 
activity, or just want to try something differ-
ent this summer, consider a biking challenge 
on one of the best biking trails in the western 
states.  If you are already an expert at trave-
ling the miles on your bike, here are the most 
challenging in each western state, according to 
the  International Mountain Biking Association 
(IMBA).

CALIFORNIACALIFORNIA
Downieville is among the state’s most well-

known mountain biking epicenters, also 
known Downieville Classic Race. It’s a 15-
mile trip from the Packer Saddle back to town 
and is a hard-charging ride cobbled together 
from historic mining trails, forest roads, and 
dried-up waterways. The route begins with the 
berm-studded Sunrise Trail, then flows into the 
rock-buttressed terrain of Butcher Ranch – the 
route’s most technical stretch. The final drop to 
town has roots, rock gardens, and a handful of 
vertiginous ledges.

Extend your adventure and snag a riverside 
campsite in the Tahoe National Forest

COLORADOCOLORADO
The Palisade Plunge is a dazzling backcoun-

try traverse, crafted largely because of the 
Colorado Plateau Mountain Bike Association 
(COPMOBA) efforts.

In southwestern Colorado, the aptly named 
‘Plunge’ is a 32-mile ramble from the top of 
Grand Mesa to the Town of Palisade, de-
scending nearly 6,000 feet along the way. The 
full-day ride begins with a fire road descent, 
followed by aspen-framed singletrack. But the 
techy terrain begins soon after with Otto’s Wall 
serving up a medley of slender ledges and ser-
pentine switchbacks descending to the Kannah 

Creek Basin
Spend an extra day exploring the wineries 

clustered outside town, all part of the Grand 
Valley American Viticultural Area..

MONTANAMONTANA
Twisting through an especially pretty part of Galla-

tin National Forest, the Bangtail Divide is a medley of 
gritty climbs, ridgetop rolls, and swift-flowing descents 
through groves of lodgepole pine and wildflower-pep-
pered meadows. It’s usually doable between June and Oc-
tober. ascent to the top of the divide, but there’s a sweet 
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Biking - The Best in the West By Sheeree Oney
Places-to-Go Editor

payoff: views of the Bridger Range and the Crazy Moun-
tains. After a final climb, the true downhill begins, with a 
flowing descent from the crest of Grassy Mountain.

NEVADANEVADA
First, let’s head to Tahoe’s most storied ride, 

the Rose to Toads. This route is also the name of 
an annual race hosted by the Tahoe Area Moun-
tain Bike Association (TAMBA). A full-day 
excursion, the 64.5-mile trail runs the length of 
Lake Tahoe and is typically rideable beginning 

in early summer, depending on the weather. 
Start on Mount Rose, then descend to the Ta-
hoe Rim Trail while enjoying views of the lake. 
Expect a a very steep climb to the final plummet 
of more than 2000 feet of tight turns, drops, and 
codging rock. 

Extend your time in Tahoe by camping at the 
the Nevada Beach Campground or the Eagle 
Point Campground located along the lake’s 
southern shore.

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON
Galbraith Mountain is a trail-threaded play-

ground for downhill riders. It’s a ridgeline 
descent riddled with drops, ladders, jumps, and 
gaps. Watch out for the singletrack littered with 
roots and rocks – it’s a fun technical section.

UtahUtah
A portal to Arches National Park and Can-

yonlands National Park along with the La Sal 
Mountains is an extended weekend getaway 
destination for many adventure sport enthusi-
asts. For visiting riders, the best time is between 
July and early October. The trail begins in the 
La Sal Mountains southeast of Moab and ends 
at the cliff-cradled Colorado River, deliver-
ing a 26.8-mile ride with more than 7,000 feet 
of spine-rattling downhill rollercoaster ride 
The route then breaks for the ledge of Porcu-
pine Rim, the ride’s most technical and scenic 
stretch. Finally experience the plunging turns, 
ledges, and heart-pounding drops during the 
drop from Porcupine Rim. There are plenty of 
other fabulous trails in the area, so don’t force 
yourself to try  this one unless you know you’re 
ready.
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Why walk through the forest when you can ride? 
Southern Oregon is home to multiple excellent moun-
tain biking destinations in the Umpqua and Klamath 
National Forests.

The North Umpqua Trail, designated an Epic Ride by 
the International Mountain Bicycling Association, is lo-
cated 12 miles east of Roseburg. Eleven segments rang-
ing from 3.5 to 15.7 miles long make up the full 79-mile 
trail length. The NUT offers a great mix of smooth roll-
ers and technical descents through old-growth Doug-
las-fir forests — some trees more than 6 feet in diameter 
— plus bridge riding and several exposed segments.

Trailheads and campgrounds are spaced out along 
the trail, making it convenient for both day trips and 
longer journeys. Riding the full distance is possible 
with a support vehicle or packed gear, or you can base 
out-and-back combinations from a single trailhead. 
Bend’s Cog Wild Mountain Bike Tours leads tours 
along the NUT, or you can camp and ride self-support-
ed.

A few hours to the south lies Ashland, in the foothills 
of the Siskiyou Mountains and the Cascade Range. 
Because of the amount of rain they receive, these moun-
tains are known for their rich biodiversity and lush veg-
etation. The Klamath-Siskiyou region, which stretches 
from southwestern Oregon to northwestern Califor-
nia, has the largest concentration of intact watersheds 
and road-less wilderness left on the Pacific Coast. The 
15,000-acre Ashland Creek Watershed area starts on Mt. 
Ashland, the tallest of the Siskiyous, and contains 700 
acres of forest, as well as and the Ashland watershed 
trails.

Several trailheads lead to a huge range of both single-
track and fire-road mountain biking trails throughout 
these forests. Riders come here for the incredible scenic 
backdrops and the diverse riding experience: oak savanna and mixed 
conifer growth, fast trails and steep drops, and granitic rocks, which 
provide a nice respite from the volcanic rock to the north. The trails here 
are diverse enough for any skill level, so it’s a perfect spot for families or 
other mixed-ability groups.

Things to Do:
Mountain Biking 
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Thins to Do:Thins to Do:
Mountain Biking 

For More on 
Oregon

>Click here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/oregon/
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Robin O’Neal Smith
Freelance Travel Writer
https://instagram.com/atouchofluxurytravel

https://instagram.com/atouchofluxurytravel
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“If birds can glide for long periods of time, “If birds can glide for long periods of time, 
then… why can’t I?”then… why can’t I?”
                                              ~Orville Wright                                              ~Orville Wright

Things to Do: 

Hang Gliding -  
An Exhilarating SportAn Exhilarating Sport

Have you ever wanted to soar through the air like 
a bird? Since I was a child, I have always wanted 
to fly through the air. I finally got the chance to 
experience hang-gliding and check it off my buck-
et list in May when I visited the Outer Banks of 
North Carolina.   

Three other travel writers and I visited the Outer 
Banks in May. We had many items on our itiner-
ary, but hang-gliding was the one I was most look-
ing forward to.   While some of my travel partners 
were a bit anxious, I was excited.  
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Hang Gliding With 
Kitty Hawk Kites

Let me fill you in on the 
details in case you desire 
to experience hang-gliding 
for yourself.

The best place in the 
Outer Banks to learn how 
to hang glide is with Kitty 
Hawk Kites. They are the 
largest hang-gliding school 
in the world and have 
over 45 years of experience 
teaching others. Over half 
a million people have tried 
hang gliding with Kitty Hawk 
Kites.

The school is located within 
Jockey’s Ridge State Park, which 
houses one of the largest active 
sand dunes in the eastern U.S. The 
427-acre park has ideal hang-glid-
ing conditions and provides soft 
sand for landings. 

Kitty Hawk Kites offers begin-
ner, intermediate and advanced 
lessons. Needless to say, we were 
all beginners.  

The Hang Gliding The Hang Gliding 
ExperienceExperience

Our experience began with sign-
ing liability waivers and getting 
our helmets and harnesses. Then 
we went to a practice kite station 
for some ground school instruc-
tions. You learn about standard 
flying body position, keeping 
your elbows relaxed and lowered, 
how to grip the bar, launching 
and landing instructions.

We learned that instructors 
would be running alongside us, 
holding tethers, so we don’t go 
too high or lose control. They 
would be instructing us as we fly 
and telling us when to “flare” so 
we move from horizontal flying 

to vertical and land grace-
fully.  

After ground school, we 
walked across a wooden 
boardwalk, and then when 
we reached the sand, it 
was time to ditch the shoes 
and walk barefoot on the 
sand to the dunes. It is a 
bit of walking, and much 
of it is uphill.  

We took turns flying. 
When it is your turn, you 
hook yourself to the hang 
glider with the carabiner 
on your harness and lay on 

the ground, hands on the 
bar. The instructor checks 
to ensure you are safely 
attached to the hang glider. 
Then you are on your feet 
and ready to fly.   

When the instructors say 
go, you run till the wind 
lifts you, and then you soar 
above the sand. It is exhil-
arating, to say the least. 
Then before you know it, 
your instructors are saying 
“flare,” and it is time to 
land. If I did anything cor-
rectly, I think I mastered 

the landing. (My traveling com-
panions said I landed like Mary 
Poppins!)   

We each had five turns to fly. We 
were each trying to improve our 
distance each time. We had a great 
time, and everyone in our group 
did well. The experience lasted 
approximately three hours. 

It’s Exhilarating 
We all felt very blessed to have 

had the opportunity to try hang 
gliding. It is hard to describe how 
you feel when you hang glide. 
There is nothing like being air-
borne, flying above the sand, and 
feeling the wind rush by.  

I have to admit, it was every bit 
as exhilarating as I anticipated. 
Although we didn’t fly as high as 
I imagined due to being tethered, 
it was still a fantastic experience. 

Anyone Can Do It
Anyone with the desire to hang 

glide can try it. Kitty Hawk Kites 
has worked with grandmothers 
in their 80s and younger children. 
“Kids Lessons” are designed spe-
cifically to safely teach children 
12 and under or anyone weighing 

Hang Gliding -  ContinuedContinued
The Outer Banks Visitor 

Bureau hosted our visit to the 
Outer Banks. All opinions are 
my own. 

Climbing the sand dune
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less than 100 lbs. 
Teens that weigh more than 

100 lbs should register for the 
Adult Beginner Lessons. 

They have Adaptive Hang 
Gliding lessons for those with 
mobility issues that allow them 
to fly in a seated position. There 
is no excuse not to give it a try. 

Hang gliding is a sport like no 
other and one that is exhilarat-
ing. So get ready for adventure 
and try Hang gliding. 

For More on For More on 
North CarolinaNorth Carolina

>Click Here>Click Here

Five Pro Tips:
1. Pick a time of day when the sun won’t 

be too hot. Remember, you have to climb 
back up the dune after every flight.
2. Wear comfortable clothes. Don’t wear 

short shorts. They do not work well with 
the harness, etc.
3. Be sure to apply sunscreen. The sun is 

stronger than you think.
4. Take water with you. You will be there 

for approximately three hours, and you 
will need to hydrate. 
5. If it is windy at all, the sand will be 

blowing around. Be sure to wear sunglass-
es to protect your eyes from the sun and 
sand. 

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/north-carolina/
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By Duane Duchesne 
Sports Editor

I suppose the first thing to 
do is to let you know that my 
name is NOT Mr. Dimples. My 
name is Duane. While I may 
have a dimple or two, that’s 
not my name OR how people 
refer to me. ‘Mr. Dimples’ is 
how I refer to my golf ball. 
He is ‘Dimples’ (obviously) 
because of his appearance; 
he has quite a few. And he is 
‘Mr.’ (again, rather obviously) 
because he’s in charge. While 
I may command, yell, beg, or 
plead with him to go where 
I want him to go, he usually 
goes and does wherever and 
whatever he wants to at the 
time. And he’s very fickle 
about it.

Secondly, if you noticed how the word ‘Dye’ is 
spelled, you may think that ‘Mr. Dimples’ is also 
smarter than me. While the jury is still out on that 
one, the spelling thing here isn’t really evidence of 
that because it’s actually in reference to a well-known 
golf course designer by the name of Pete Dye. You 
see, this article is about playing the seven courses of 
the Pete Dye Golf Trail in Indiana. 

My journey began at the northern most course and 
worked its way south which is how I’ll briefly de-
scribe the experience. But, before I do, I think that a 
warning is necessary. You see, if you like golf, you 
may come away from this reading with a wish that 
turns into a dream that turns into an itch that you 
just have to scratch. Now that you’ve been warned, 
let’s begin.

Tippecannoe Country Club 
We start at one of Pete Dye’s first projects, Tippeca-

noe Country Club in Monticello. The course borders 

Lake Shafer for much of 
the front nine before it 
heads inland on the back 
nine. Because of that, the 
front side is fairly level 
ground whereas the back 
nine fairways have some 
slight ups and downs. 
There are four sets of tees 
giving you the option that 
fits either your skill level 
or your dream score. And, 
while the water doesn’t re-
ally come into play on the 
course, there are quite a 
few bunkers and trees that 
do. It also has one of Pete’s 
signature holes, a double 
dogleg par 5. The impres-
sive lake backdrop makes 
for a very relaxing round.

Birck Boilermaker Golf Complex
The next step in our journey takes us to West La-

fayette, the home of Purdue University and the Birck 
Boilermaker Golf Complex which hosts 2 courses on 
the Pete Dye Golf Trail.

The Ackerman-Allen Course is a parkland style 
championship golf course with rolling hills and 

Mr. Dimples and the Drives to “Dye” ForMr. Dimples and the Drives to “Dye” For

Duane Duchesne is ready to tackle 
                                                         Mr. Dimples.  
Photos by Lisa Duchesne 

Tippecannoe Country Club - Monticello
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tree-lined fairways. The layout 
provides a challenge for golfers 
of all abilities by providing five 
sets of tees. It features large 
bent-grass greens, fairways, 
and tees. Not only does it have 
2 of Pete Dye’s signature dou-
ble dogleg par 5s, the par 3 
seventeenth has a bunker that 
runs from tee to green on the 
left side, which is another of 
Pete’s autographs. 

The Kampen Course is a 
links-style championship golf 
course again featuring large 
bent-grass 
greens, fair-
ways and 
tees. Kamp-
en also of-
fers five sets 
of tees with 
the champi-
onship tees 
playing at 
over 7,400 
yards. It 
also has 2 
double dog-
leg par 5s 
and a tee to 
green bun-
ker except 
this time it’s on a par 4. Kampen is ranked as one of 
the most difficult golf courses in Indiana. With huge 
sand bunkers, native grasslands, ponds, and even a 
bog that can easily come into play, you can start to 
see why some of Pete Dye’s layouts are referred to as 
‘Dyeabolical.’ 

From there we go to Indianapolis where the next 
three Pete Dye designs are located. Despite each 
course having Pete Dye’s trademarks (double dogleg 
par 5s, undulating greens, and an abundance of bun-

kers), each course also has 
its own distinctively unique 
feel. 

Fort Golf Course
The Fort Golf Course is on 

what used to be a key U.S. 
Army post, Fort Benjamin 
Harrison, which closed in 
1996. It is considered one 
of Indiana’s finest public 
courses and is ranked annu-
ally by national golf publi-
cations as one of the top ten 
in the state. The Fort, like 
the previous course that 
we looked at, also has five 
sets of tees ranging from 
just over 5,000 yards to over 
7,100 yards from the back            

                          tees.  

Now, if the bunkers weren’t there to re-
mind you of the trouble you could get into, 
the tree-lined fairways and rolling hills 
would be some of the most relaxing and 
beautiful scenery you’ll ever see. But the 
bunkers are there! And in great numbers! 

Please turn to next page...

Mr. Dimples and the Drives to “Dye” ForMr. Dimples and the Drives to “Dye” For

Kampen Course at Boilermaker ComplexKampen Course at Boilermaker Complex

Fort Golf Course - Indianapolis 
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So much so that the feeling can quickly go from a 
peaceful appreciation into a ‘Dyeabolical’ disaster 
in a split second. And, if the sand wasn’t enough, 
this 1,700-acre complex is unusually hilly for central 
Indiana. This means that, if you miss the fairway, 
and I know this from personal experience, you just 
might have a sidehill lie so severe that Mr. Dimples 
is looking at you eye to eye. 

Also, being on the green is no more relaxing than 
being on the tee. Did I mention unusually hilly 
terrain? This means that there are very few straight 
putts ten feet or further from the hole. Oh, it may 
look straight, but it may weave to the right and then 
the left like a fickle politician before it reaches its 
destination. But, regardless of the challenges, The 
Fort is an outstanding golf experience for golfers of 
all skill levels.

Maple Creek Golf and Country Club

Our next ‘Dye cast’ encounter is on the northeast 
side of Indianapolis at the Maple Creek Golf and 
Country Club. Here we step back 50 years and see 
how one of the game’s greatest architects got his 
start because this course has the distinct honor of 
being Pete Dye’s first 18-hole design. Created in 

partnership with his wife, Alice, 
Maple Creek features narrow 

fairways lined with mature trees and natural long 
grass areas. It also has, and this is no surprise, mul-
tiple bunkers along with a troublesome creek that 
winds its way through the front nine. Of particular 
interest is the par 5 thirteenth hole; it has a green 
that is, no joke, 52 yards long. It is literally possible 
to be on the green and pull out your driver. The 
course has four sets of tees to challenge players of 
all skill levels. 

Brickyard Crossing 
Saying that our next 

golf experience is unique 
is an understatement. 
Only Indianapolis could 
combine the very audible 
excitement of auto racing 
with the peaceful, quiet 
beauty of a championship 

golf course like 
Brickyard Cross-
ing. And, when 
I say combine, 
I actually mean 
intertwine. This 
Pete Dye designed 
course includes a 
four-hole stretch 
on the inside of 
the track of the 
Indianapolis Mo-
tor Speedway. So, 
in addition to the 
‘Dyeabolic’ chal-
lenges of undulat-
ing greens, double 
dogleg par 5s, and 
an abundance of bunkers, on the 
holes on the inside of the track 
you also have to contend with the 
intense noise of unmuffled racing 

engines and screeching tires from the 
race cars and motorcycles as they do 
their trial runs. But, despite the noise, 
exhaust, and the smell of burning rub-
ber, it’s quite a thrilling course to play.

Golf - ContinuedGolf - Continued

Maple Creek Golf and Country Club

Brickyard Crossing at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
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French Lick
We conclude our brief but 

adventurous exploration of the 
Pete Dye Golf Trail in Indiana by 
traveling south to the French Lick 
Resort. Originally conceived as 
a sketch on a napkin at a nearby 
restaurant, the Pete Dye Course 
Golf Course at French Lick has 
received accolades from many 
prestigious entities including 
Golfweek and Golf Digest. 

While the course stretches to 
over 8,100 yards from the back 

tees (you may need 
your passport to play 
from there), it features 
six other sets of tees 
making it playable by 
golfers of every skill 
level. And skill is the 
operative word here. 

I’ve got good news and bad news. The 
good news is that the course is fairly open; 
there aren’t many trees for Mr. Dimples to 
rest in the shade of or to hide behind. And 
there are no double dogleg par 5s to try to 
steer through. What a relief, right?

Wrong! You see, this course is built on 
the hilltop of the highest point in Indiana 
(I think you can actually see Kentucky 
from there). Because of this, not only are 
the greens undulating, the fairways are 
too. And it’s intense; up, down, right, 

left; if you were nav-
igating water instead 
of land, you’d need 
something for sea 
sickness. And these 
wave-tossed fairways 
are narrow; so narrow 
that I saw the right 
rough and the left 
rough holding hands 
on one hole (I may be 
exaggerating). And, if 
that weren’t enough, 
there’s these sinister 
looking sand traps 
called “volcano” bun-
kers. You see, on some 
of the more elevated 
hills they’ve chopped 
off the top, dug a deep 
hole, and filled it with 
sand. But, unlike a 
true volcano, it doesn’t 

erupt. You do with an “Oh no. What do I do now?”

But I don’t say all of these things to discourage 
you. In fact, it’s quite the opposite. All of these 
things make it the most exciting and wondrous golf-
ing adventure I’ve ever experienced. It’s something 
that I will never forget and always treasure.

Well, that about sums up a very brief description 
of my journey on The Pete Dye Golf Trail of Indi-
ana. I hope this small taste of some of golf’s greatest 
delicacies has sparked a wish or a dream in your 
golfer’s heart. I assure you, just telling you about it 
has re-awakened that itch that I may have to scratch 
again.

For more information on Indiana >CLICK HERE

Brickyard Crossing at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway

Brickyard Crossing at
Indianapolis Motor Speedway

Pete Dye Course at 
French Lick 

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/indiana/
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Things to Do: 
The Sport of Dining Out with the Golfers

“I’m going to Indiana and I’m going to take my list 
of Pete Dye golf courses.” 

“I’m going to Indiana and I’m going to take my list 
of Pete Dye golf courses and my golf clubs.” 

“I’m going to Indiana and I’m going to take my list 
of Pete Dye golf courses, my golf clubs and my lucky 
golf hat.”  

“I’m going to Indiana and I’m going to take my list 
of Pete Dy golf courses, my golf clubs, my lucky golf 
hat and a camera to take picture of us on a Pete Dye 
golf course, with our golf clubs, wearing our lucky 
golf hats.” 

“I’m going to Indiana and I’m going to take my 
copy of the Tenderloin Trail.” 

“Wait.  What?  No golf?” 
That’s correct.  I went to Indiana but I didn’t play 

golf.  What else is Indiana known for?  Tenderloins!  
MMmmmmm, one of my favorites!  Besides, while 
everyone else was on the golf course, someone had 
to stay behind to make important decisions about 
where to eat dinner. 

I can safely say, none of us ever went hungry.   

Oak and Barrel
MONTIDELLO - After a full day of working, or 

shopping, or playing sports, or anything else for that 
matter, nothing satisfies quite like a good meal.

Monticello, Indiana is home to Oak and Barrel, a 
steak house of culinary delights.  Members of our 
party all selected different entrées: filet mignon, ten-
derloin, ribeye, brisket and prime rib.  The variety of 
side dishes include sauteed mushrooms, fire roasted 
corn, garlic mashed potatoes, oven roasted Yukon 
potatoes, onion straws and steamed broccoli, just to 
name a few.  The sauces were unfamiliar to me so I 
was a bit skeptical at first, but the chef’s choices of 
sauces to accompany each side and entrée created 
some wonderful combinations of aroma and flavor.  

According to owners, Chantz and Kylie Ledyard, 
this location was selected because it is in the heart of 
agricultural country, enabling the business to pro-
cure local meat and produce, thus establishing them 
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Things to Do: 
The Sport of Dining Out with the Golfers

as a ‘farm to table’ restaurant choice.  Although dis-
couraged from selecting an area where there aren’t 
many such restaurants, Chantz recognized it as an 
opportunity simply because there weren’t any other 
places like it in the area.

Cecil Johnson is co-chef with owner Chantz who 
had a basic New York style cheesecake recipe.  He 
shared it with Cecil who has developed several 
variations and continues to add new creative com-
binations.  As a result, they have built a reputation 
for producing irresistible cheesecake.  Sales have 
increased by 400 % since their opening in February 
2021.  It only took one bite to understand why.  It 
was delicious!

There are plenty of epicurean delights 
available for even the most discerning 
foodie.  However, make no mistake:  
this is still a steakhouse where purists 
can sink their teeth into a delicious slab 
of meat.  In my opinion, this is the best 
combination since baked potatoes were 
introduced to dead cow. 

www.oakandbarrelmonticello.com/   

Triple X Diner
Triple X Diner is known for making 

their own root beer the same way it has 
been done since 1929.  Naturally, we all 
had to try some.  It was delicious!  This 
caffeine-free beverage had a smooth 
flavor with the slightest hint of a bite to 
it.  Not everyone agrees, but I like mine 
with very little foam because the root 
beer becomes too warm by the time all 
the foamy bubbles eventually pop.  This was perfect!  
The carbonation was exactly right without having to 
wait for a head of foam to disappear.

Indiana is known for their tenderloin trail.  Now 
that’s my kind of trail.  We have not been traveling 
from restaurant to restaurant specifically for that 

purpose, but as we have 
traveled on the Pete Dye 
golf trail, I’ve had my eye 
out for places which serve 
good tenderloins.

Triple X was my first so 
I didn’t have any Indiana 
experience for reference.  
The only thing I do know 
is that my home town in 
Missouri has one of the 
best, worthy of any state 
tenderloin trail.  I do have 
a tendency to compare any 
and all such sandwiches 
to theirs.  Triple X had a 
good flavor, but in ap-

pearance, it didn’t make the grade.  At first glance, 
it looked like the type which are pre-cooked and 
frozen, ready to warm up and serve.  It was also a 
bit smaller than most, which in this case, was good 
thing because I was looking for a light meal.  Delish!  
www.triplexxxfamilyrestaurant.com/

By Kandy Derden 
Things to Do Editor

http://www.oakandbarrelmonticello.com/
http://www.triplexxxfamilyrestaurant.com/
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Gatsby’s Pub & Grill

The tenderloin sandwich at Gatsby’s was pound-
ed thin which made it tender and easy to eat.  The 
breading appeared and tasted as though as it had 
been prepared in house.  It was well worth the few 
extra minutes of waiting for this delicious sand-
wich. 

Duane, our sports 
editor, selected the 
Romanoff sandwich 
which is a chicken 
breast breaded in a 
specialized season-
ing and fried.  He 
declared it to be 
‘excellent.’  

Remodeling is 
in progress as the 
owners are expand-
ing and making the 
transition from a 
sports bar and grill 
to a family restau-
rant.  

Reme’s  Restaurant
PLAINFIELD - Continuing in my pursuit of the 

perfect tenderloin sandwich, this one was different 
than any other I have ever had.  

Instead of being tenderized, pounded or ground 
meat, this one was a hand-cut piece of tenderloin, 
battered and fried much like a pork chop.  One 
would think it might be tough, but not so.  It was 
very lightly breaded so the flavor of the meat was 
predominant.  

Served on a bun with choice of condiments, it 
was tender and flavorful (but a teeny bit dry).  
Pairing it with a cup of soup and a side of mixed 
fresh fruit quickly bumped this one to the top of 
my own personal Indiana tenderloin trail.

https://www.facebook.com/remesrestaurant/

Sport of Dining - Continued...

https://www.gatsbysonline.com/

https://www.facebook.com/remesrestaurant/
https://www.gatsbysonline.com/
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Porky’s BBQ
Porky’s BBQ was highly recommended by em-

ployees of the West Baden hotel.  They also specifi-
cally recommended the tenderloin.  Being served on 
a hoagie bun was a bit different as was the mayo.  I 
failed to ask what the difference was, but I had been 
informed in advance about it having something 
extra added.  The seasoning was not overpowering 
but I still prefer plain.  Either way, this one was the 
best one yet while on this trip.  

The assortment of sides was a bit more extensive 
than some by including macaroni and cheese, fried 
okra, applesauce, two types of cole slaw, wonderful 
onion rings and baked beans which were very simi-
lar to an old family recipe.

I was so busy enjoying my tenderloin, I didn’t 
try it, but the brisket looked really good as did 
the pulled pork and chicken.  Now I understand 
why not one, but several people suggested we try 
Porky’s. www.facebook.com/porkysbbqofpaoli/

Indiana Continued on Page 76Indiana Continued on Page 76

http://www.facebook.com/porkysbbqofpaoli/
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CC
ross  four-
square  with 
vol leybal l , 
and what 
do you get? 
No joke,  you 
get ,  CROSS-
NET,  a  new 
outdoor  net 

game with a  huge fan fol -
lowing.  From backyards 
to  ESPN tournaments , 
CROSSNET’s  br ight  yel -
low and black net  i s  pop-
ping up everywhere . 

“CROSSNET is  now 
the  second biggest  back-
yard game in  the  coun-
t ry ,”  says  Chris  Meade,  a 
CROSSNET founder .  Two 
brothers ,  Chris  and Greg 
Meade,  and their  chi ld -
hood fr iend,  Mike Delpa -
pa invented the  game. 

For  the Win–
CROSSNET is  born

The three  fr iends shared 
the  same vis ion–make a 
product ,  s tart  their  own 
business ,  and “not  work 
for  the  man.”  With Chris 
Meade just  out  of  col lege , 
and the  other  two st i l l  in 
col lege ,  they hatched a 
plan late  one night .  The 
three  twenty-somethings 
sat  on the  couch,  making 
a  l i s t  of  products  they 
could create .  One s tuck 
out  as  the  best ,  CROSS-
NET. 

Things to Do:

CROSSNET - New Net Game Serves Up FunCROSSNET - New Net Game Serves Up Fun
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Things to Do:

CROSSNET - New Net Game Serves Up FunCROSSNET - New Net Game Serves Up Fun

“We were  watching ESPN late  that  night , 
and four-way vol leybal l  popped in  our 
heads,”  Chris  Meade says .  “The next  day, 
we ran to  Walmart  and bought  two bad-
minton sets ,  cut  out  the  center ,  and had 
our  f i rs t  concept  r ight  there .”

These  Connect icut  nat ives  conceived 
the  idea in  October ,  a  bad t ime to  launch 
a  new beach net  game.  That  didn’t  s top 
them,  the  tr io  moved to  Miami,  F lor ida. 
With only  a  few thousand dol lars  in  their 
pockets ,  they had no money for  advert is -
ing.  Every day they’d head to  South Beach 
to  se l l  their  nets  to  touris ts  and locals . 
Chris  Meade would videotape a  family 
playing CROSSNET and post  i t  to  Face-
book. 

From the company launch in  2018 to 
2022,  CROSSNET has  exploded in  popu-
lar i ty .   “CROSSNET went  from 250 nets  to 
100 ,000  nets  out  in  the  world,”  Chris  says . 

CROSSNET is  sweeping the  nat ion with 
tournaments  and gaining tract ion with 
ESPN,  even catching celebr i ty  at tent ion on 
The El len DeGeneres  Show.  .  

Playing CROSSNET–Game On! 

CROSSNET is  for  everybody,  but  the 
sweet  spot  seems to  be  ages  12-18 .  What ’s 
c lever  is  that  CROSSNET adjusts  to  heights 
for  men,  women,  and young ones .  The cre-
ators  tweaked the  net  for  outdoor  use  and 
indoor  use .  Unl ike  tradi t ional  vol leybal l , 
you don’t  need a  whole  crew to  play.  The 
net  crosses  to  make four  di f ferent  quad-
rants .  You can play with just  two players , 
up to  four  is  ideal ,  but  the  game can eas-
i ly  adapt  up to  e ight  players  in  s ingle ’s 
CROSSNET. 

Please  turn to  next  page . . .

By Sarah Miller
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To play,  the  fourth square  four  a lways 
serves .  Everyone tr ies  to  oust  the  “king 
of  the  court”  in  a  game that ’s  fun,  fast -
paced,  and competi t ive .  Options  for  the 
game are  l imit less ,  but  there  are  of f ic ia l 
rules  for  die-hard players  on the  compa-
ny’s  websi te . 

Looking to  jo in  a  game? Many hotels , 
YMCA’s ,  univers i t ies ,  and backyards 
are  sport ing the  black and yel low nets . 
“Now in over  10 ,000  c lassrooms,  chi l -
dren are  learning to  play CROSSNET 
in  school ,”  Chris  Meade says .  Parents 
also  buy CROSSNETS for  their  k ids  on-
l ine  and from big  box s tores  l ike  Sam’s 
Club,  Dick’s  Sport ing Goods,  and more. 
From part ies  to  backyard get- togethers , 
CROSSNET has  f i l led a  niche in  the  back-
yard outdoor  sports  market . 

Smashing Success=More 
CROSSNET Games!

With or iginal  CROSSNET sales  soar ing 
in  record t ime,  the  founders  launched 
a  new game last  summer– CROSSNET 
H2O.  Wet  and wild fun meets  t radi t ional 
CROSSNET with water .  Adding a  f loat -
ing vers ion for  pools  of  CROSSNET is  so 
popular ,  i t ’ s  hard for  supply to  keep up 
with the  demand. 

Inf latable ,  indoor ,  and outdoor  CROSS-
NET games–the dynamic  tr io  are  keep-
ing the  net  games coming.  Their  la test 
product  launched this  summer of  2022, 
CROSSNET SOCCER,  br ings  the  net  to 
ground level  for  a  foot  game of  four 
square .  Athletes  use  these  net  games for 
condit ioning,  whi le  backyard game en-
thusiasts  love to  gather  family ,  neigh-
bors ,  and fr iends to  play. 

Poised to  introduce CROSSNET PICK-
LEBALL in  fa l l  2022,  this  net  wi l l  be  able 

to  t ransi t ion from a  s ingle  to  four-square 
s tyle  picklebal l  net .   With picklebal l 
growing to  4 .8  mil l ion players  in  the  US, 
according to  the  2022 Sports  & Fi tness 
Industry  Associat ion (SFIA) ,  CROSSNET 
PICKLEBALL wil l  l ikely  soar  to  success 
as  wel l .  

So ,  next  t ime you f ind yoursel f  a t  the 
beach or  host ing a  backyard BBQ,  ra ise  a 
net–a  CROSSNET.  Game on!

CrossnetCrossnet -  - ContinuedContinued
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Find whitewater rafting fun for all—
from newbies to nerves-of-steel experts-
From gentle half-day float trips for first-timers 
and mellow family adventures, to adrena-
line-pumping multi-day thrillers,  this state 
offers all the choices. When choosing a raft 
trip, class matters. Gentle Class I and II rivers 
are perfect for self-guided floats and fami-
lies with youngsters. Class III rivers require 
some paddling skills—beginners should join 
a guided trip. Class IV (intermediate) and 
Class V (advanced) rivers generally require a 
guide and helmets. No little ones are allowed, 
and these courses shouldn’t be attempted by 
beginners.

South Fork American River
The South Fork of the American is the 

people’s river. Rafting this waterway is per-
fect for anyone age 7 to 77 (or more), ideal 
for first-timers, yet still fun for repeaters. This Class II-III 
paddle provides a thrill or two—like the infamous Trou-
blemaker rapid—but there’s little chance of bouncing out 
of your raft. A slew of companies guides half- and full-
day trips on the South Fork, with trips offered April into 
September.

Upper Cache Creek
Looking to go it alone? Sign up for a do-it-yourself float 

on Upper Cache Creek, about two hours northeast of San 
Francisco. You’ll get outfitted to paddle your own rubber 
raft through the foamy-but-friendly rapids of Cache Can-
yon. The waterway offers fun but tame Class II rapids—
plus a couple of keep-you-on-your-toes Class IIIs that 
offer brief thrills. This trip is ideal for people who don’t 
want to share a raft with a bunch of strangers—typically 
the case on organized trips on other rivers.

California Salmon River
If you’re into adrenaline, you’ve found your whitewater 

dream trip. The California Salmon River, or simply “Cal 
Salmon,” isn’t for the faint of heart—or paddle. Filled with 

pulse-quickening Class IV-V rapids, it tumbles through 
a wilderness lover’s paradise, where deer and black bears 
patrol the riverbanks, bald eagles ply the waters for trout, 
and city life seems a long way off. But plan accordingly: 
Cal Salmon’s pristine waters have a short rafting season, 
usually only late March until the end of June—much earli-
er than many of California’s rivers.

Cherry Creek
Cherry Creek is often called the most difficult commer-

cial rafting trip in California—and some say in the entire 
U.S. This is California’s gnarliest whitewater, rated Class 
V+ all the way, with fast-flowing rapids, whitewater plung-
es, and waterfalls galore. Technically the upper stretch of 
the Tuolumne River, Cherry Creek’s waters are so wild 
that the rafting season may not start until July, when rate 
of snowmelt slows, and the flow of water drops to a safe 
enough level. Even 
then, it’s still at the 
upper end of the 
thrill threshold—
and for very expe-
rienced paddlers 
only.

For More Information For More Information 
on California,on California,
>>CLICK HERE CLICK HERE 

Places to Go: Places to Go: 

River RaftingRiver Rafting

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/california/
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E
ach year, Americans 
mark the country’s 
birth with Fourth 
of July celebrations. 
The national holiday 
recognizes the day the 
Declaration of Inde-

pendence was adopted during the 
Second Continental Congress on July 
4, 1776, in Philadelphia, PA. 

For RVers and those who love to 
travel, Independence Day delivers 
some of the best sights, sounds, and 
stops of the year. And, while the 
East Coast is rich with “independ-
ence” sites, there are also a plethora 
of significant museums, attractions, 
activities, and fireworks displays 
throughout the country that repre-
sent the United States and its inde-
pendent, bold spirit. 

The road stops curated by Amer-
ican Coach begin with some less-
er-known sites and end with more 
traditional ones. All the destinations 
have been selected based on their 
historic, patriotic, or All-American 
flair. 

Made in the USA, American Coach 
is an ultra-luxury brand of recre-
ational vehicles. American Coach 
motorhomes are known for their 
exquisite design, lavish touches, and 
innovative engineering that make a 
road trip a relaxing and indulgent 
experience. New models feature 
such amenities as high-end kitchens 
with black stainless-steel appliances, 

quartz countertops with waterfall 
edges and hand-crafted kitchen cab-
inets; spacious and luxurious master 
bedrooms and baths with articulat-
ing king beds, spa showers and his 
and her sinks; and superior technol-
ogy components such as 50” exterior 
TVs. American Coach is part of REV 
Recreation Group (RRG), a subsidi-
ary of REV Group, Inc.

American Coach models have 
earned numerous industry awards, 
including “Top RV Debut” and 
“Must See RV.” For more informa-
tion, visit americancoach.com.

Please note: each Fourth of 
July stop has been researched but 
be sure to call ahead to confirm 
hours of operation, advance tick-
eting requirements, and other 
relevant attendance details.

Kaboom Town! Addison, TX
Everything is bigger in Texas, so 

it is not surprising that on July 3 
there is a “best of ” fireworks show 
that lasts for a solid 30 minutes just 
outside of Dallas. It is not only locals 
who brag about the patriotic display, 
but it’s also received accolades from 
the American Pyrotechnics Associ-
ation, too! Spectacular views can be 
found throughout Addison but one 
of the best ways to take in the show is 
to book a watch party at a local res-
taurant or hotel. The parties typically 
include live music and special Fourth 
of July morsels and libations, served 
with a side of festivities.  

RVers can stay overnight at Sandy 
Lake MH & RV Resort near Dallas. 
The resort’s amenities include a dog 
park, fitness center and swimming 
pool. 

Column: RV Roadtrips Column: RV Roadtrips 

4TH OF JULY SIGHTS, SOUNDS, and STOPS4TH OF JULY SIGHTS, SOUNDS, and STOPS
Curated by the American CoachCurated by the American Coach®® Brand Brand

For more on Texas >Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/texas/
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By Monica Baer
https://www.herandhimsel.com

National Museum of the U.S. 
Air Force, Near Dayton, OH 

For more than a century, the U.S. 
Air Force has defended the United 
States in the air, space, and cyber-
space through the skill and bravery 
of American Airmen and Airwomen. 
Located on the Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, the free National Museum 
of the U.S. Air Force is the world’s 
largest military aviation museum. 
The museum features more than 350 
aerospace vehicles and missiles and 
thousands of artifacts. 

One of the historic events displayed 
at the museum is the moon landing. 
On July 20, 1969, the United States’ 
Apollo 11 became the first crewed 
mission to land and walk on the 
moon. Touch actual rocks from the lu-
nar surface of the moon and the plan-
et Mars as part of “SPACE: A Journey 
to Our Future,” a highly interactive 
special exhibit that displays the coun-
try’s space exploration program.  

RVers can spend the night at Thou-
sand Trails - Wilmington RV Resort. 
The resort has 170 acres (about twice 
the area of a large shopping mall) of 
premiere camping along with an on-
site lake that provides opportunities to 
fish and canoe.

Let Freedom Sing! Nashville, 
Known as America’s home to coun-

try music, downtown Nashville is 
hosting a free Let Freedom Sing! event 
that includes a concert by three-time, 
Grammy-winning singer, and song-
writer Brad Paisley. The city is also 
putting on its largest fireworks show 
ever, synchronized to live music from 
the Nashville Symphony.  

Located on a peninsula with views 
of Percy Priest Lake, RVers can spend 
the night at Elm Hill RV Resort, which 
offers full hook-up sites and several 
other amenities. Guests can also rent 
boats, kayaks, and paddleboards to 
explore Percy Priest Lake.

Cody Stampede Celebration & Pa-
rade, Cody, WY

To truly experience the spirit of 
America’s Wild West, plan to attend 
the four-day Independence Day cel-
ebration in Cody that runs July 1-4. 
Since 1919, Cody has been highlight-
ing the toughest and most talented 
cowboys and cowgirls, legitimately 
earning its title as “Rodeo Capital of 
the World.” 

During the holiday, Cody is hosting 
the PRCA Rodeo where contestants 
compete for $400,000 in prize mon-
ey. The weekend also includes three 
parades where the red, white, and blue 
will be on full display – a Kiddies’ Pa-
rade on July 2 and a Stampede Parade 
on July 3 and 4. At dusk on July 4, 
fireworks will explode above the Wy-
oming River. Cody is also home to the 
Buffalo Bill Center of the West with 
five museums under one roof. Explore 
Plains Indian cultures, trailblazing 
cowboys and cowgirls, classic and 
modern western artworks, and more.

Cody is 55 miles from the east en-
trance of Yellowstone National Park, 
which became the country’s first na-
tional park on March 1, 1872. In addi-
tion to its exploding geysers, bubbling 
paint pots, mesmerizing hot springs, 
and travertine terraces, Yellowstone is 
also home to the United States’ na-
tional symbol, the bald eagle.

RVers can stay overnight at Ponder-
osa Campground. 

Please turn to next page...

https://www.herandhimsel.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/wyoming/
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Independence 
Rock Historic Site, 
Alcove, WY

Travelers who happen to 
be in southern WY trav-
eling on State Route 220 
should keep an eye out for 
the Independence Rock 
Rest Area. The granite 
rock is approximately 130 
feet high and was a well-
known landmark on the 
Oregon, Mormon, and 
California emigrant trails. 
More than 5,000 names 
are carved on the rock 
by 19th century pioneers 
who traveled treacherous trails and 
braved tough conditions in search of 
their American dream in the West-
ern states. One of the earliest names 
carved into the rock is M.K. Hugh 
and is dated 1824. Hiking is allowed 
on and around the rocks.

Overnight accommodation isn’t 
plentiful near Independence Rock 
Historic Site, so it’s best visited along 
the way to another destination.

Freedom Park, Omaha, NE 

Located along the banks of the 
Missouri River in the heartland of 
the country, Freedom Park honors 
the United States Navy. The free 
outdoor park and museum showcase 

two impressive pieces of military 
hardware – the minesweeper USS 
Hazard, which received three battle 
stars for its service during World 
War II, and the Cold War-era train-
ing submarine USS Marlin. 

RVers can spend the night at West 
Omaha / NE Lincoln KOA Holiday, 
which offers 85-plus RV sites that are 
satellite friendly.

Freedom Trail, Black 
Heritage Trail, and USS 
Constitution, Boston, MA

Since Boston is considered the 
“birthplace of the American Revolu-
tion,” a stop in this seminal 
city is a must. Boston-based 
events that led up to the Rev-
olutionary War include the 
Boston Tea Party and Siege 
of Boston. Naturally, many 
of the leading American 
Patriots, James Otis, Samuel 
Adams, John Adams, John 
Hancock, and Paul Revere, 
hailed from Boston.

A 2.5-mile walk along 

the Freedom Trail 
includes 16 locations 
that are significant to 
the United States’ fight 
for independence. The 
trail, most of which is 
marked by a red brick 
path, includes the Old 
South Meeting House, 
Old State House, and 
Paul Revere’s House, 
each of which charges 
an admission fee. The 
Boston Common, Gra-
nary Burying Ground 
(the final resting place 
of John Hancock, Paul 

Revere, and several other historic 
figures), Bunker Hill Monument and 
ground markers that denote a histor-
ic site or event round out the stops 
along the Freedom Trail. Visitors can 
take their own self-guided tour or 
book a private tour, many of which 
feature knowledgeable guides in 18th 
century garb.

The National Park Service offers 
free guided tours and brochures for 
self-guided exploration of the Black 
Heritage Trail. The trail is a 1.6-mile 
walking tour of 14 historic sites 
that explores the history of Boston’s 
19th century African American 
community who primarily lived on 

JULY 4th - JULY 4th - ContinuedContinued

For more on Wyoming, >Click Here

For more on Nebraska
>Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/wyoming/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/nebraska/
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the north slope of Beacon Hill. The 
tour, which is the largest collection 
of historic sites relating to life with-
in a free Black community prior to 
the Civil War, includes the Museum 
of African American History, 54th 
Regiment Memorial, and the African 
Meeting House. The trail also features 
several stations on the Underground 
Railroad, which escaped slaves used to 
flee from the South to freedom in the 
North and Canada. In 1783, Massa-
chusetts was the first state to abolish 
slavery.

While the USS Constitution (also 
known as “Old Ironsides”) was not 
part of the American Revolution, she 
is a testament to the honor, courage, 
and commitment of U.S. sailors to 
protect our country. Launched in 
1797 from Boston, she fought in the 
War of 1812 and survived a barrage of 
cannonballs fired from by British. She 
remains a commissioned vessel with a 
crew of officers and personnel. 

RVers can spend the night at Boston 
Minuteman Campground and take 
advantage of the nearby hiking and 
biking trails.

Independence Hall and 
Museum of the American 
Revolution, Philadelphia, PA, 
Philadelphia, PA

The Declaration of Independence 
(a list of grievances against the King 
of England to justify separation from 
British rule) and The Constitution 
(a charter of the United States gov-
ernment ratified by the states) are 
foundational documents of the United 
States. Take a guided tour of Inde-
pendence Hall to see the Assembly 
Room where both were signed in 1776 
and 1787, respectively. Independence 
Hall, originally known as the Penn-
sylvania State House, also features an 
original draft of The Constitution.

Just steps from Independence Hall 

are the Museum of the American Rev-
olution. Opened in 2017, the museum 
shares the compelling stories of the 
diverse people and complex events 
that sparked America’s path toward 
liberty, equality, and self-government. 
Amazing artifacts include an exten-
sive collection of Revolutionary War 
weapons, diaries, and personal letters. 
See a replica of the Boston Liberty 
Tree (where the revolution was first 
discussed), General George Wash-
ington’s tent, and a 13-star flag. Don’t 
miss the special exhibit, “Flags and 
Founding Documents, 1776-Today,” 
that showcases dozens of rare Amer-
ican flags, a copy of the first news-
paper printing of the Declaration of 
Independence, and historic early state 
constitutions.

RVers can stay overnight at Phil-
adelphia South / Clark Sboro KOA 
Holiday, a peaceful country camp-
ground just 20 minutes from Philadel-
phia.

National Mall, Washington, D.C.
The nation’s capital is packed with 

patriotic things to do and see – many 
of which are free. 

To “meet” all the presidents of 
our great country, visit the National 
Portrait Gallery, which showcases the 

stories and people who shaped Amer-
ica. The “America’s Presidents” exhibit 
features the largest, most complete 
collection of presidential portraits 
outside of the White House. The gal-
lery also includes paintings of Martha 
Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Mi-
chelle Obama, and several others.

The free Smithsonian museums 
located on the National Mall include 
the National Museum of American 
History (see the flag that inspired the 
“Star-Spangled Banner”), National 
Museum of the American Indian 
(shares the diversity of culture, lan-
guage, history, tradition, and futures 
of indigenous peoples of North and 
South America), and the National 
Museum of African American History 
and Culture, which opened in 2017. 
It’s the only national museum devot-
ed to the documentation of African 
American life, art, history, and cul-
ture. Significant artifacts include gar-
ments worn by slaves, a Bible owned 
by rebellion leader Nat Turner, Em-
mett till’s glass-topped casket, training 
aircraft used by the Tuskegee Institute, 
and an invitation to President Oba-
ma’s 2009 inauguration. 

RVers can spend the night at Cherry 
Hill Park that offers full hook-up sites 
and a number of other amenities.

For more on Mass. >Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/massachusetts/
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In 1607, immediately after the founding of James-
town, the English sailed as far as possible upriver 
to an area made impassable by the rapids at the fall 
line of the James River. The site was the location of 
a native village that was ruled by a  “werowance”, 
who was probably a relative of 
Powhatan. Thirty years later a 
trading post was established 
and in 1645 the colony’s militia 
erected Fort Charles. 

Colonel William Byrd II in-
herited land at this place on 
the James River and in 1737 he 
founded Richmond. He named 
his settlement after a town in 
England where the Thames Riv-
er bends and it strongly resem-
bled his city. 

Richmond is an independent 
city because it is not part of any 
Virginia county and that independent spirit has been 
apparent since its earliest days. It has always been a 
place where new, forward thinking and alternative 
ideas and institutions take root.        
@visitrichmond

Early convergences of philos-
ophies and ideals regarding the 
country’s direction occurred 
nationally throughout the 1800s 
with Richmond at its center. 
Richmond was chosen as the 
new capital of Virginia in 1780 
because Williamsburg was con-
sidered too vulnerable to Brit-
ish attack. A colonial-style state 
capitol was erected 1785-88, 
designed by Thomas Jefferson 
and modeled after the 16 BC La 
Maison Carrée ancient Ro-
man Temple in Nimes, France. 
Public tours grant access to the 
areas where Aaron Burr was 
tried for treason, Robert E. Lee 
accepted command of the VA 

forces and the Confederate Congress met. Created 
as the House of Burgesses in Jamestown in 1619, 
Virginia is considered to have the oldest continuous 
legislative body in this hemisphere. 

The nearby White House of the Confederacy was 
the home and headquarters of 
Confederate President Jeffer-
son Davis from 1861-65. The 
mansion was built in 1818 and 
in 1861 the city purchased the 
furnished house as a gift to Da-
vis. He refused and the confed-
eracy then rented the home for 
his use. Here he met with his 
generals and cabinet until April 
2, 1865 when fear of approach-
ing Union forces caused him to 
abandon it. Lincoln visited the 
home on April 3rd.

Davis’ staff consisted of a 
minimum of 20 slaves, several of which fled servi-
tude while working there. The servants were both 
rented and owned. Mary Bowser, educated in the 

North, returned to VA to 
serve in the Confederate 
White House as part of a 
Union spy ring, She played 
the role of an uneducated 
black domestic and con-
veyed crucial information 
to her contact. Virtual and 
in-person tours are offered. 

Museums have always 
been the keepers of our 
history and Richmond’s 
museums have always 
accomplished this skillfully. 
The American Civil War 
Museum is a complex of 
three museums, two located 
in Richmond, the American 
Civil War Museum at His-
toric Tredegar Iron Works 
and the White House of 

Go, Do, See
America’s Independent Richmond
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the Confederacy and the American Civil War Muse-
um in Appomattox, VA. In 2013 the Museum of the 
Confederacy and the American Civil War Museum 
merged and in 2019 a new facility was opened to 
house both collections. This architecturally stunning 
structure was built within the existing walls of the 
iron works. The museum was the first to examine 
the Civil War across race, gender and nationality 
in a holistic way. Galleries are chronological and 
incorporate videos, photographs, memorabilia and 
greater than 500 artifacts. It was the country’s first 
major museum to acknowledge that slavery was the 
primary cause of he Civil War.  #ACWM

After an 18-month renovation the Virginia Mu-
seum of History and Culture reopened with 50% 
more exhibition space, 12 galleries, an outstanding 
16-minute orientation film and exhibits that reflect 

the unique diversity 
that is Virginia. “Our 
Commonwealth”, 
the first exhibit, gives 
historical back-
ground and over-
view of the 5 major regions. “The Lost Cause” 
is a cutting-edge gallery that delves into the 
creation and endorsement of the ideology of the 
heroic and justified Confederate cause. Exhibits 
include artwork and artifacts that advanced this 
alternative history. The VMHC is phenomenal 
and not to be missed. #VMHC

 America’s first state supported museum, as 
well as the country’s only museum open 365 
days a year, is the Virginia Museum of Fine Art. 
The museum presents 6,000 years of world his-
tory through 50,000 works of art. It boasts one 
of the largest comprehensive collections and is 
one of top ten comprehensive art museums in 
the world.  You can easily spend the day here 
starting with the outdoor sculpture garden and 
Kehinde Wiley’s “Rumors of War”. One of the 
premier exhibits showcases the largest collec-
tion of Fabergé artworks outside of Russia. The 
“Beyond the Label” audio tour is available to 
enhance your visit. #VMFA

Wickham House was built in 1812 for attorney 
John Wickham. The Federal-style mansion became 
home to the family and at least 20 enslaved Africans. 
Mann Valentine II purchased the estate in 1882 and 
it became his home and a showcase for his private 
historic artifact and artwork collections. In 1898 a 
museum was established, now Richmond’s oldest 
private museum, with funds and art left by Mann 
in his will. The facility is inclusive of the Wickham 
House and galleries all dedicated to preserving and 
explaining the history of Richmond. House tours 
give us a glimpse of 19th-century life. The renowned 
textile collection, 30,000 pieces, contains items made 
in Virginia. 

A real gem here is the studio of Edward Valentine, 
a prominent sculptor most noted for his Recumbent 
Lee statue on Washington & Lee University campus. 

Go, Do, See
America’s Independent Richmond

By Renée Gordon
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The studio is one of four extant 19th-century studios 
that offer tours. Edward Valentine’s statue of Jeffer-
son Davis is on temporary display at the Valentine 
Museum. It was erected 
in 1907 on Monument 
Avenue and pulled down 
by protesters on June 10, 
2020. It is now on dis-
play for at least 6 months 
while on loan from the 
Black History Museum & 
Cultural Center of Vir-
ginia (BHMVA). www.
thevalentine.org

The riches of Richmond 
and the convergence of 
old and new are found 
throughout the city and 
across venues. The Rich-
mond Beer Trail was 
inaugurated in April 2016 
and features nearly 40 
breweries. A map notes 
those that are pet friend-
ly. Make five stops on the 
trail and earn specialty 
gear. 

Hatch Local Food Hall 
showcases local res-
taurants. Tables inside 
and out and a play area 

make it family friendly. It is 
in the revitalized Manchester 
section of the city near the 
beginning of the Richmond 
Slave Trail. Ancarrow’s Land-
ing was the slave ship docking 
port and from there the trail is 
3-miles long.

ZZQ is a mandatory stop for 
a tasteful convergence of slow 
cooked barbeque and Texas 
food craftsmanship. Experi-
ence industrial chic décor and 
a casual atmosphere while en-
joying barbeque and sides that 
will make lingering memories. 
It was named one of the 41 
best BBQ restaurants in Ameri-
ca. www.zzqrva.com

Dining and diversion meet in 
the unique and historic Hotel 
Greene. Guests dine in the 
restored lobby while waiting 
for their turn to play miniature 
golf throughout the rooms of 
the hotel. While golfing the 
team plays down corridors 
and in guestrooms encoun-
tering peepholes and other 
guests as they play through. 

Richmond is the ideal 
destination be your interest 
in history or more contem-
porary sites. Lose yourself in 
Richmond and find yourself 
delighted. #VisitRichmondVa

For more on Virginia
>CLICK HERE

Richmond - Cont.

Spiral Staircase, 
Valentine Museum

http://www.thevalentine.org
http://www.thevalentine.org
http://www.zzqrva.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/virginia/
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World Lacrosse Fest
TOWSON - The 2022 World La-

crosse Women’s Championship, 
delayed a full year due to the 
global pandemic, commenced last 
Wednesday at Johnny Unitas Sta-
dium on the campus of Towson 
University. The World Lacrosse 
Women’s World Championship 
is the major international champi-
onship for women’s lacrosse and 
features the top female lacrosse 
players in the world, representing 
at least 30 countries.

Nearly 600 athletes represent-
ing 30 nations are expected to 
compete in 117 games over the 11 
scheduled days, culminating with 
the gold medal game on Saturday, 
July 9 at 12 noon.

The World Festival will run 

alongside the World Lacrosse 
Women’s World Championship at 
Goucher College and will feature 
youth, high school and adult 
women’s teams.

The first international champi-
onship was held in Nottingham, 
England in 1982 and the United 
States defeated Australia 10-7 in 
overtime to claim the first of its 
eight world championships. Six 
countries — Australia, Canada, 
England, Scotland, United States 
and Wales — competed in that 
inaugural championship under 
the auspices of the International 
Federation of Women’s Lacrosse 
Associations. This is just the third 
time that it has been held in the 
United States.

So what exactly is the game 
lacrosse?

 (French: “the crosier”) compet-
itive sport, modern version of the 
North American Indian game of 
baggataway, in which two teams 
of players use long-handled, 
racketlike implements (crosses) to 
catch, carry, or throw a ball down 
the field or into the opponents’ 
goal. For more information and 
schedule, visit https://www.wom-
ensworldlax2022.com/

For more on Maryland
>CLICK HERE

https://www.womensworldlax2022.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/maryland/
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L
ooking to explore 
your backyard this 
summer? 37 North 
provides a wide 
variety of outdoor 
activities perfect for 

experienced adventurers or in-
dividuals itching to get out but 
not quite sure where to start. No 
matter your experience, check out 
how you can explore the Ozarks 
this summer with 37 North.

KAYAK THE JAMES RIVER
Take a guided float trip down 

the entire James River or one of 
its many sections with 37 North 
Expeditions. The James River and 
its tributaries have over 300 riv-
er miles from its headwaters in 
Webster County to where it emp-
ties into Table Rock Lake. Join 37 
North and The James River Basin 
Partnership and kayak down 
seven river sections over seven 
months. Float one or all these sec-
tions of the James and learn more 
about the area’s most precious 
cultural and natural resource.

GO HIKING WITH GOATS
Goat Hike 37 North Expedi-

tionsPhoto courtesy of 37 North 
Expeditions

What could be better than a 
gorgeous hike through the Ozark 
mountains? Goats, of course! Join 
37 North for a day exploring the 
Ozarks with Snake Mountain 
Pack Goats.  

The hike will include a 3.5-mile 
loop around Devil’s Den State 
Park, where hikers will see water-

falls, caves, and incredible views 
of the landscape below. Take a 
load off and let the goats carry 
your baggage or entertain you as 
they lead the way with their packs 
and saddles on their backs. 

After the hike, head to Sassafras 
Winery for wine tasting and social 
relaxation.

HORSEBACK RIDING
Enjoy a day of horseback rid-

ing and wine tasting with a great 
view of the Ozarks. Riders will 
saddle up after a short safety 
briefing to get acquainted with 
their horse. The hour-long ride 
will lead guests through the fields, 
woods, and creeks with help from 
an experienced guide. This experi-
ence is perfect for new horseback 
riders and experienced riders 
looking for a relaxing day. 

Things to Do: 

Go Exploring in the Ozarks Go Exploring in the Ozarks 
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Afterward, grab a glass of wine 
and delicious eats from the nearby 
Bear Creek Winery, surrounded 
by fantastic views of the Ozarks. 
We will enjoy a complimentary 
tasting of red and white wines.

STANDUP PADDLEBOARD-
ING

Standup Paddleboarding is one 
of the most remarkable ways to 
explore waterways, and you can 
do it right here in the Ozarks. En-

joy this fantastic sport as paddlers 
learn from experts how to best 
balance and maneuver their way 
down the river from standing to 
kneeling to sitting! The 4-mile tour 
will begin on the Upper Illinois 
River with amazing views and 
crystal clear waters. Throughout 
the day, guests can stop at many 
of the shade-filled banks and 
beautiful swimming holes along 
the way.

After a morning on the water, 
head to Creekside Pub - a tap-
room nestled in Historic Down-
town Siloam Springs that features 
a multitude of local craft beers 
and various other drink options.

LET 37 NORTH EXPEDITIONS 
PLAN A CUSTOM TRIP FOR 
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY OR 
FRIENDS

Looking for a unique experi-
ence or a custom trip not listed? 
Let 37 North plan your adventure! 
37 North Expeditions offers many 
private trips and tours ranging 
from overnight backpacking 
excursions to trips lasting several 
days.

Learn more about 37 North’s 
upcoming trips and adventures, at 
https://www.37northexpeditions.
com/  This article is sponsored 
by 37 North Expeditions. Photos 
courtesy of 37 North Expeditions

Things to Do: 

Go Exploring in the Ozarks Go Exploring in the Ozarks 

For more on Missouri
>CLICK HERE 

https://www.37northexpeditions.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/missouri/
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By Kathy Barnett
Managing Editor
Who says you have to go camp-

ing when you spend an extended 
weekend getaway at a state park? 
Not me! 

Oh, I’ve had my share of rough-
ing it in a tent on a family outing and I admit I had 
a lot of fun. It just isn’t my personal choice to cook 
breakfast over an open fire or fight off the squir-
rels and raccoons from the picnic table or hang the 
sleeping bags  over the tree limbs to dry out from a 
rainy night. Not to mention having to dig for worms 
to use for bait so we can have fesh fish for supper or 
trotting uphill both ways to visit the bathroom.

I have discovered a much more suitable location 
at Pipestem Resort State Park, complete with wel-
coming accomodations by McKeever Lodge. Cabins 

and campsites are available if 
you prefer. Inside our room we 
found comfortable beds, bath-
room with ample amenities, 
and a spectacular view of the 
Bluestone River Gorge peak-
ing in from the huge window 
and walk-out sliding glass 
door onto a patio.  My kind 
of nature and wildlife greeted 
us from below, two deer and 

a family of raccoons, waiting to be fed from guests. 
(They love leftover pizza.)

The Bluestone Dining Room at McKeever Lodge 
is a full-service restaurant that offers the choice of a 
breakfast buffet with no waiting to be served or you 
can order from the menu. We chose the buffet both 
mornings due to the current shortage of staff. Serv-
ers were helpful and did their best to keep up with 
the hungry guests. The food was delicious, well-sea-
soned and hot items were hot. If you are lucky to be 
seated by the gigantic windows, you will be treated 
to gorgeous views of the Bluestone Gorge. The res-
taurant is open daily from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Please turn to page 40. 

For more on 
West Virginia

>Click Here 

Things to Do:

A Different Way to 
Explore the State Park
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https://pipestemadventures.com
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A day of relaxation on the beach 
or in the water is my kind of relax-
ation. Pack a good book with your 
swimsuit and head for Pipestem’s 
Splash Park and Adventure Lake. 
The kids (and the adults) can in-
duldge in several hours of fun-in-
the-sun entertainment with all the 
different gigantic water inflatables 
to play on and dive from. Chal-
lenge the others to the sport of 
diving on a WaterBlob® to launch 
another person as much as 40 or 
50 feet into the air.    

It was first invented by Tex 
Robertson of Camp Longhorn in 
Burnet, Texas who used an Army 
Surplus fuel bladder as a water-
front toy. Spike White of Kanakuk 
Kamps in Branson, Missouri fell 
in love with the idea and took 
it to a custom vinyl company in 
Springfield, MO to be produced. 
They took that vision and careful-
ly crafted the new world-famous, 
two-ply inflatable waterfront toy 
that we now know as the Water-
Blob®.

Another day should be spent 
on land at Pipestem Adventure 
Zone, a new nine - activitiy park 
that features out-of-the-ordinary 
attractions, such as 3D archery, axe 
throwing, drone flying, and disc 
golf.  An all-inclusive day pass is 
available and one and one-half 
hours are alloted for each activity. 
On a quiet day, you can spend all 
the time you wish on one or more 
attractions. However, reservation 
schedules are inforced on busier 
days to make sure all get a turn. 

Try your aim at skeet shooting. 
try your balance on the motor as-
sisted mountain bike, try your hand  
at mini golf, or muster up enough 
skill to try all three (aim, balance, 

Pipestem State Park Continued...
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hand) at laser tag. This was my first time at trying 
the game and instantly fell in love with it. My sister 
and I ganged up on my brother-in-law and still lost. 
But I’d do it again in a heartbeat if there was a laser 
tag area close to where I live. 

I didn’t try any skills at 
drone flying or remote con-
trol cars or trucks. I didn’t 
want to break such an ex-
pensive toy. As I watched 
others, however, it looked 
rather simple. I can defi-
nately see the advantages 
of owning a drone to obtain 
selfmade movies of hard - to - reach places. After 
spending only a few moments with the control, my 
photographer now has a drone on his Christmas 
wish list. 

The best part of this park was the customer service. 

The staff members who patiently give instructions 
and help each guest safely learn the dos and don’ts 
of each sport. Our guide was most helpful in every 
aspect. 

For the brave, healthy, active, and daring traveler, 
the grand finale of your extended weekend getaway 
should be the fairly new Pipestem Peaks zipline tour. 
We had the opportunity to visit this attraction which 
is considered “the best zipline in the Virginias.” It 
is not a simple tree - to - tree, two-minute glide as I 
originally thought.  

The tour begins with instructions, then about a 
mile hike to reach the top of the Canyon Rim Center. 
Instead of one, there are nine ziplines that take you 
to the bottom of Bluestone Gorge from one treetop 
platform to the next. Plan for about a four-hour ex-
cursion. The trip concludes with a tram ride back to 
where the tour began.

Nature lovers will enjoy the forested wilderness 
and experience of passing high over the river. You’ll 
reach speeds of up to 50 mph. 

There are so many more places to go and things 
to do at Pipestem Resort State Park, you’ll just have 
to return again and again to get them all in. There 
are whitewater rafting excursions, horseback rid-
ing,  golf courses, rock climbing and rappelling to 
explore. In my judgement, it is definately a sports 
lovers’ dream getaway. 

For more information or to make reservations, visit 
https://pipestemadventures.com/ and 

https://wvstateparks.com/park/pipestem-resort-state-
park/

You won’t be 
sorry!

Pipestem State Park Continued...

For more on West Virginia 

 > Click Here

https://pipestemadventures.com/
https://wvstateparks.com/park/pipestem-resort-state-park/You
https://wvstateparks.com/park/pipestem-resort-state-park/You
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/west-virginia/
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The World Games 
2022 will be one of 
the most comprehen-
sive sporting events 
ever to take place in 
the Southeast and the 
first time they have 
been held in the U.S 
since The Games were 
founded in 1981.

 
BIRMINGHAM - The greater 

Birmingham area has long been 
keen on hosting sporting events.  
Youth sports continues to be a 
strong factor in Birmingham’s 
booked events.

After much speculation and 
negotiation, it was formally an-
nounced in January that Birming-
ham will host 40 USFL regular 
and postseason games this year.  
The league’s eight teams will 
play the majority of the games at 
the city’s new Protective Stadi-
um, with a few at historic Le-
gion Field.  The National Spring 
Football League and the Bir-
mingham-Jefferson Convention 
Complex, which includes Protec-
tive Stadium, reached an initial 
agreement last fall.  The Greater 
Birmingham Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, the Birmingham 
City Council, and the Jefferson 
County Commission stepped up 
with commitments to cover costs 
associated with the season. 

Hot on the heels of the USFL 

season, The World Games 2022 
comes to the greater Birming-
ham area.  Set for July 7-17, The 
World Games is an international 
competitive event for 3,600 of the 
world’s best athletes.  Competi-
tors from more than 100 countries 
will be in Birmingham to vie for 
the gold in artistic sports, martial 
arts, and strength sports.  Spec-
tators will see sports they may 
never have experienced and those 
they know and love.

Among the anticipated sports 
competitions will be sumo, ar-
chery, bodybuilding, gymnastics, 
climbing sports, and many more.  
Games officials expect around 
100,000 spectators to attend 
during the 11 days of competi-
tion.  More than 600 medals will 
be awarded to athletes, including 
200 gold medals to champions in 
each discipline.  Sporting events 
will be held at venues across the 

greater Birmingham area, includ-
ing Oak Mountain State Park, 
the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Barber Motorsports 
Park, and Sloss Furnaces National 
Historic Landmark.  Grand open-
ing and closing ceremonies will 
take place at Protective Stadium 
in downtown Birmingham.

“This spring and summer, the 
Birmingham area will be a ma-
jor sports destination,” J. John 
Oros, Jr., president and CEO of 
the Greater Birmingham Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau, said.  “As 
USFL fans are departing, we’ll 
be welcoming visitors to a new 
generation of global sports at The 
World Games.”

Adding to Birmingham’s im-
pressive sports resume is the 
annual Honda Indy Grand Prix 
of Alabama.  With competition at 
the world-famous Barber Motor-
sports Park, this Indy Series race 

The World Games Return to the United States in 2022
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plays out on the 17-turn, 2.38-mile 
road course.  The only Indy com-
petition in the Deep South, this 
three-day event features the same 
cars and drivers as the Indy 500.  
The park has hosted the race since 
2010.

“First time visitors to Barber 
Motorsports Park are amazed by 
the layout of the track and the 
spectator-friendly banks of natural 
seating around the park,” Oros 
said.  “It really must be seen to 
understand the superior quality of 
this renowned facility.”

 Birmingham’s sports resume 
continues to grow with the de-
cision by officials of the World 
Police and Fire Games to hold the 
event in Birmingham in 2025.  This 
biennial international sporting 
event celebrates the service and 
competitiveness of first respond-
ers around the world.  More than 
10,000 first responders are expect-
ed to compete in 55 disciplines in-
cluding cycling, angling, cross fit, 
Ultimate Firefighter, and Toughest 
Competitor Alive.  

Though highly competitive, 
this is friendly competition with 
camaraderie among the partici-
pants.  The event is set for June 
27 through July 6 of 2025.  The 
economic impact is expected to be 
about $75 million with 150,000 ath-
letes, supporters, and spectators.  

 “With The World Games 2022 
and the 2025 World Police and Fire 
Games, Birmingham will host two 
of the top international amateur 
sports events in a four-year period, 
further establishing our area as an 
international sports destination,” 
Oros said.

The World Games Return to the United States in 2022
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After re-joining the Handy 
Festival’s parent organiza-
tion, Music Preservation 
Society Board in 2002, and 
being elected to Board Pres-
ident in 2004, I also became 
Festival chair, a position I 
have held since that time. I 
later serving for four years as 
MPS Board secretary, then as 
President Elect, before be-
coming President again. Our 
signature event is the annual 
W.C. Handy Music Festival, 
held each year during the last 
week in July. If you’ve never 
been, please do come. You’ll 
love it. 

William Christopher “W.C”. 
Handy was “Father of the 
Blues”. The Festival in his 
honor came about as an idea 
birthed after a conversation between Dr. David 
Mussleman and Dr. Willie Ruff, making them the 
“Fathers of the Handy Festival”. However, it was 
Edsel Holden who became the Handy Festival’s 
“God-Father”. Edsel served on the original Mu-
sic Preservation Society Board of Directors, and 
through the years spent considerable time making 
the Handy Festival successful. He worked at all 
hours of the day and night, talking with owners 
and managers about featuring live music in local 
restaurants, bars, and other businesses, putting to-
gether performers to create ‘dream team’ jazz trios, 
quartets, and quintets, and convincing sponsors to 
fund it all. The result was one of the best weeks of 
the year in the Shoals area: the W.C. Handy Music 
Festival. Edsel never stopped loving and assisting 
(and helping to direct) the Handy Festival. His flair 
for presenting music benefited the entire area.

The Music Preservation Society Inc. honors the 

memory of Edsel Holden, 
and will be always be grate-
ful for his untiring support 
of the W.C. Handy Music 
Festival. His loss resulted in 
many phone calls expressing 
sadness and disbelief that this 
vibrant lover of music had 
sung his last song.

This year will mark the 41st an-
niversary of this 10-day festival 
in the greater Shoals area! For a 
second year, the Florence Lau-
derdale Convention & Visitors 
Bureau will host the Shoals Sing-
er/Songwriter Showcase during 
the week of July 25. Some of the 
top, hit songwriters in the Shoals, 
including Lenny Leblanc, Billy 
Lawson, James Leblanc, Gary 
Baker and many more, will share 

their stories and songs.
Showcases will take place from 1:00 - 3:00 pm during 

the week. 

Since 1982, week long jazz and blues music festival, as 
a tribute to native born W.C. Handy. features over 200 
events including, 5K run, century bike ride, musical 
entertainment, sand Volleyball tournament, fun run and 
walk, men’s tennis round-robin, senior events, car and 
truck show, street strut and parade, food, block party, 
riverside jazz, mall jazz and much, much more. Over 80 
locations in over 7 different cities. Also takes place at var-
ious locations in the following cities: Tuscumbia, Rogers-
ville, Muscle Shoals and Sheffield.

https://www.wchandymusicfestival.com/

Places to Go: Places to Go: 

W.C. Handy Music Festival

For more on Alabama

> Click Here 

https://www.wchandymusicfestival.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/alabama/
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People to See:
Sports Card Show 

SPRINGDALE - A GG2 Sports 
Cards Show is slated for Fri, Jul 8, 10 
-7; Sat., Jul 9, 9 - 4;  and Sept. 23-24 
at Northwest Arkansas Convention 
Center.

Visiters will find all things related to 
sports cards including memorabilia, 
supplies, collectibles, art, and hobby 
and retail boxes. General admission is 
$5 or one-hour early preview is $10. 

The hosts of these shows are Matt 
and Katie, a husband and wife duo. 

Matt has been in the sports cards 
business for more than 20 years. He 
set up at his 1st card show in 2000 at 
the Clarion Inn in Bentonville, Ar-
kansas. This hotel has changed names 
several times since 2000, and is now 
called Four Points by Sheraton, where 
they currently host our Bentonville 
shows. (Kinda nostalgic, huh?)

Matt set up at his first National in 
Chicago at the 2015 National Sports 
Collectors Convention. Matt has con-
tinually participated, having booths in 
2017, 2019, & 2021.

Matt has always been a Griffey fan, 
as he respected the way he played the 
game. This was during the steroid 
era where Griffey was one of the few 

players who played the game the right 
way.  Matt always admired the sweet-
est and most famous swing in the 
history of the game.

Matt enjoys meeting and talking 
with people. He loves learning stories 
about others collections. Matt strongly 
preaches how relationships with peo-
ple mean so much more than money 
in this industry. That value is one that 
Matt lives by everyday.

His partner and wife, Katie has been 
in the sports card business since 2018. 
When attending her first card show, 
she read magazines to get through the 
show. Since, she has become quite a 
fan and now has a personal collection 
of her own.

One of Katie’s favorite players to 
collect is Emmitt Smith. She has a 
personal collection full of his cards. 
Katie has also developed a love for 
basketball cards and seeks to learn 
more about them everyday.

Katie loves to meet the many peo-
ple she interacts with at card shows. 
She has discovered many new people 
that she now considers close friends. 
One of Katies favorite parts about the 
sports card community is that every-

one is like a 
family.

Katie enjoys customer service and 
hopes to continue to be involved with 
the card community for a long time to 
come.

After meeting in 2017, the couple 
began participating in card shows 
together. It was only natural for 
them to marry in 2019. The name of 
“Griffey Guy” was chosen in 2019. 
It came after customers continual-
ly asked “Aren’t you the guy with 
the Griffey’s?”  This sparked an idea 
and Katie began to secure the name, 
emails, and website. Together they 
began to develop a brand.

After this idea, Matt began to go by 
the name of Griffey Guy. It only made 
sense that as Katie was always with 
him, she would be known as Griffey 
Gal. Together they became known as 
Griffey Guy and Griffey Gal.

For more information, visit 
https://www.griffeyguy.com/

For more on Arkansas

> Click Here 

https://www.griffeyguy.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/arkansas/
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Every year in the heat of July, runners and “bulls” 
take to the streets of downtown New Orleans in 
the city’s version of Spain’s Encierro de Pamplona. 
Join thousands of runners as they roam the streets 
of New Orleans and party with hundreds of Roller-
Bulls (roller derby skaters with horns on their hel-
mets and plastic bats in their hands) from around 
the globe during the Encierro.

Watch from a balcony or, if you’re brave, join in on 
the fun this July 8-10. The actual running event is on 
Saturday, July 9, with events throughout the week-
end; Beth’s Friends Forever and Big Easy Animal 
Rescue are this year’s charities. 

This 16th Running of the Bulls begins at 6:30 a.m.   
at the Sugar Mill on Convention Center Boulevard. 
. It is free to watch. Event participation prices vary 
from $10 - $95. 

A Bit of History
Running of the Bulls in New Orleans started be-

cause someone told Los Pastores that the secret to 
getting rich was to start a festival that was free and 

open to the public. Now that they’re all broke, Los 
Pastores have decided to start charging a registration 
fee to cover operating expenses and raise a bit of 
money for charities along the way.

Self-titled “El Padrino” (The Godfather) of San Fermin 
in Nueva Orleans, Mickey Hanning was born on the West-
bank of New Orleans. During an inebriated Mardi Gras in 
2001 he promised a comrade he would test his bravado in 
Pamplona. One-and-a-half years later, he made good on 
that promise to attend Sanfermines (the festival in Pam-
plona). During Mardi Gras 2007, he & La Madrina birthed 
the idea of San Fermin in Nueva Orleans after seeing a 
friend dressed as a Correro (runner). He quickly found 
other integral Pastores to make it happen. Fast forward, 
this event has been listed as one of North America’s Best 
Festivals. For more information and a complete schedule, 
visit http://nolabulls.com/

For more on Louisianna

> Click Here

Go, See, Do

Running of the Bulls Running of the Bulls 

http://nolabulls.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/louisiana/
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https://www.wildfl.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Fla_Airboats-1.jpg
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Windsurfing for Youth
July 11-15/ST. PETERSBURG - 9 a.m.  to noon daily at 
Eckerd College for ages 9-17.  Windsurfing combines the 
fun of sailing and surfing to form a unique sport! Par-
ticipants stand on the surf type board, move the entire 
sail, and catch the wind to propel their board across the 
water. Given the right wind conditions, windsurfers can 
get moving incredibly quickly! In this class, we start by 
teaching the basics on a land simulator and then move 
to the protected waters of Frenchman’s Creek. When 
first learning, students’ boards are tethered to anchors 
so they don’t blow too far away and specially designed 
children’s rigs are used for smaller participants. Individu-
als improve at this fascinating sport at different rates and 
the instructors will offer advice and remove the tethers 
at appropriate skill levels. This class will be a hit if the 
student has never tried windsurfing before or they’ve 
mastered the basics and want to improve. To register visit 
activekids.com

Fun Water Sports Activities

Catamaran Watersports Party 
July 12/MIAMI - This is the ultimate excursion 
from 3 - 6 p.m. at Bayshore Drive. Enjoy three 
hours of catamaran party boat with watersports: 
jet skis, tubing, and banana boat rides, floating 
mat to spend some time on the water and tour 
around the islands and celebrity houses with 
complementary drinks: water, sodas, wine and 
beer
Be sure to check in:30 minutes prior to departure.
Balance at check in $120 plus tax anyone born on 
or after 1988 needs a boating license to drive the 
jet skis (not needed for passengers only) cost $10 
you can get one on the boat. Event tickets and 
reservation requirements are on eventbrite.com 

https://www.activekids.com/st-petersburg-fl/boating/kayaking-classes/windsurfing-wk5-am-2022
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/catamaran-watersports-party-ultimate-excursion-jet-skis-tubing-tour-drink-tickets-357488657197
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Fun Water Sports Activities

For more information on Florida
>CLICK HERE 

Private Island Picnic Kayak/
Sup Tour
July 9/MIAMI - Every Saturday Bring Your Own 
lunch and join us for a kayak/SUP tour to Bis-
cayne Bay’s Picnic Islands. We offer a different 
approach to the ocean ecosystem and we prom-
ised you an amazing experience with nature. Our 
goal is to encourage guests to be more conscious 
of our environment while they share quality 
time with family and friends. Paddle for 45 min 
before taking a break at one of the many Islands 
on Biscayne Bay. If you brought your own lunch 
and there is good weather we will eat on the 
island overlooking the bay and Miami Skyline, 
immersed in nature. We then head back to our 
concession , and enjoy our outdoor lounge, chill 
music, to complete this memorable adventure.
2-hour Tour.    https://www.morningsidewater-
sports.com/

Orlando Watersports Complex
ORLANDO - During hot summer days when your 
seat belt buckle doubles as a branding iron and the 
best parking place is determined by shade instead of 
distance, just splash on over to the Orlando Water-
sports Complex. There, you can:  Wakeboard · Wake-
skate · Waterski ·  Kneeboard
The OWC features two lakes with cable systems, 
plus a lake for boating. One lake is for novices. You 
can be a first-timer and still have a great experience. 
You may wipe out a few times and  your arms may 
be singing the blues the next day, but the wipeouts 
don’t hurt (much) and the learning curve is steep.
The second lake is called the “slider park.” It features 
awe-inspiring obstacles called “sliders and kickers.” 
You can awe as the advanced wakeboarders perform 
stunts while you eat lunch – or join them, if you’re a 
hotshot. You can rent everything you need. 
https://www.orlandowatersports.com/

https://www.activekids.com/st-petersburg-fl/boating/kayaking-classes/windsurfing-wk5-am-2022
https://www.orlandowatersports.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/florida/
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https://mvsteam.com
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https://www.lilyfest.com
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https://africansafariwildlifepark.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/AfricanSafari_coupon.png
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F
Festivals and Celebrations 
pack the calendar in July 
in the Greater Grand Lake 
Region. Amphicars and 

fireworks are crowd pleasers at 
the Celina Lake Festival, while 
Astronauts and the Apollo 11 
Frogmen add to the fun and 
excitement at the Wapakoneta 
Summer Moon Fest. 

Along with those events July 
also includes the Wapak St. Joe 
4th of July Celebration, NTPA 
Tractor Pulls in Fort Recovery, 
the 5K/10K “Run to the Moon”, 
the New Bremen Firemen’s 
Picnic, the Taste of Celina, the 
St. Henry Community Picnic 
and the Armstrong Air & Space 
Museum’s 50th Anniversary 
Celebration. So now you under-
stand why July is considered the 
month for sun, sand, water and 
FESTIVAL FUN at the Grand! 

Each year members of the Inter-
national Amphicar Association 
meet at Grand Lake to take part 
in the Celina Lake Festival. What 
exactly is an Amphicar??

So glad you asked.

The Amphicar was built in 
Germany from 1961 to 1968. Total 
production was 3,878 vehicles. 
The Amphicar is the only civilian 
amphibious passenger automo-
bile ever to be mass produced. 
3,046 Amphicars were imported 
into the United States between 
1961 and 1967. The Amphic-
ar is rear engined and uses a 4 
cylinder British-built Triumph 
Herald motor producing 43hp. 
All Amphicars are convertibles, 
and the civilian models were 

originally offered in only 4 
colors, Beach White, Regatta Red, 
Lagoon Blue and Fjord Green 
(Aqua). 

The Amphicar has a top speed 
of 7mph on water and 70mph on 
land. Hence, it was dubbed the 
“Model 770”. The Amphicar is 
moved in the water by its twin 
nylon propellers. A special two-
part land-and-water transmission 
built by Hermes (makers of the 
Porsche transmission) allows 
the wheels and propellers to be 
operated either independently or 
simultaneously. The “land trans-
mission” is a 4-speed-plus-re-
verse unit similar to those found 
in the old Volkswagen Beetles. 
The “water transmission” is a 
2-speed offering unique to the 
Amphicar featuring single for-
ward and reverse gears. In the 
water, the front wheels act as 
rudders.

When new, the Amphicar sold 
for between $2,800 and $3,300, 
depending on the year. Now you 
can usually find a few for sale 
each year. Currently several are 
listed for sale and are offered in 
the $32,000 - $85,000 price range. 

To experience what AmphiCar 
Fun is all about, click HERE to 
check out a video of a past Lake 
Festival Amphicar Weekend. 

If high gas prices have put a 
crimp in your summer travel 
budget, just know that many of 
these events have no admission 
or parking charges. So this drive 
can result in a long weekend 
of free entertainment and sum-
mer fun! To TRUELY experience 
Amphicar fun-- See you at the 
Celina Lake Festival July 22-24.

A Summer Play List 

For More on Ohio
>Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/ohio/
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By David Thornbury
Recreational Diver and Marketing Director, 
Sandusky County Convention & Visitors Bureau

What does a Frito Lay truck, a stone crusher, multi-
ple sunken boats and a motorcycle have in common? 
They can all be found and explored by recreational 
scuba divers at the bottom of White Star Quarry, lo-
cated in White Star Park in Gibsonburg, Ohio. Before 
we “dive” into the experience, (pun intended) let us 
first start with the location. 

White Star was once the 
location of a local dolo-
mite aggregate mining 
operation and the Penn-
sylvania Railroad hauled 
the aggregate to its final 
destinations. Quarry op-
erations were terminated 
around 1975-1976 as the 
quarry began filling up 
with water. Ultimately, 
this makes White Star 
Quarry a 15-acre uninten-
tionally man-made lake 
with an average depth of 
40’ with the center of the 
quarry approaching 50’. 
There are two “holes,” one 
near the wall close to the 
main diving entrance and 
the other at the bottom of 
a stone crusher that are 60’ and 80’ respectively. 

White Star Park is owned by the Sandusky Coun-
ty Parks District, lovemyparks.com, but all scuba 
diving at White Star Quarry is operated by Divers 
Incorprated. whitestarquarry.com The quarry is 
spring fed and offers an incredible diving experience 
with visibility that averages 30-40’. In addition to 
scuba diving, White Star Park spans across 800 acres 
and has a public swimming beach, public fishing, 
hiking, mountain bike trails, camping and plenty of 
places to enjoy nature. With so many things to see 
and do, White Star is a great location for divers to 

bring non-diving family members 
(even your dog) so they can enjoy one 
of the many other activities then come 
together around the picnic table to 
share stories of their experiences as a 
family. 

White Star Quarry is known to be 
one of the best inland diving spots 
that Northern Ohio has to offer. It has 
been a popular destination for scuba 

divers for decades 
due in part to the 

sapphire blue 
water and the 
many under-
water artifacts 
that divers can 
explore that include: a motor-
cycle, several sunken boats, a 
truck formerly owned by the 
Frito Lay Company as well as 
a stone crusher building and 
submerged trees that make 
diving the quarry an adven-
ture.

The park is open for scuba 
diving April 1 – December 
31, 8am until dark. The scuba 
concession is open on sched-
uled days and weekends 
from May 1 – October 31. The 
diving concession at White 

Star Quarry is to be operated under the current con-
tract with Divers Incorporated through December of 
2021. The rate for diving is $20 per day, PER DIVER 
and the concession offers Air fills and Enriched Air 
Nitrox fills during our regular hours. According to 
the Divers Incorporated website, there are plans for 
a few new dive sites, underwater trails, a buoyancy 
course, and more training platforms to practice your 
skills. 

In addition to White Star Park, the Sandusky Coun-
ty area has so many other adventures and attractions 
just waiting for you to discover, find out more or 
plan your visit today, at: sanduskycounty.org.

Things to DoThings to Do

Water Fun in Sandusky County Water Fun in Sandusky County 

Scuba Diving

https://sanduskycounty.org
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Things to DoThings to Do

Water Fun in Sandusky County Water Fun in Sandusky County 

It’s a 11:15pm on a warm sum-
mer evening, the long summer 
day has given way to the full 
moon now peaking over the tree 
line.  I paddle my Kayak down 
the Sandusky River. I am with a 
group of other river kayak enthu-
siasts who have also chosen to 
make a full moon paddle with me 
this evening.

Suddenly I see movement in the 
darkness ahead of me, my heart 
races as I hear a growl ahead.  At 
first, I contemplate fighting the 
current to paddle backwards but 
it’s no use, the current is just too 
strong. It is inevitable, whatever 
is lurking in the river ahead of me 
is my fate!  Now just feet away, 
standing at the edge of the river-
bank is a large ape like creature 
and I yell out “BIGFOOT” as I 
rocket past.  The beast now has 
locked eyes on our group, a gut-
tural growl erupts from the beast. 
Welcome to GHOUL RUNNINGS, 

a Kayak Adventure business that 
offers guided and self-guided 
tours down the scenic Sandusky 
River and beautiful Fremont Res-
ervoir. What I have just described 
was their Bigfoot themed Full-
Moon paddle that was repeated 
each lunar cycle with a different 
villain or creature each time.  
From Jason to Zombies, mythical 
creatures were waiting to frighten 
yet entertain the adventurous kay-
aker last year. Owner, Beth Turner 
and her husband Bob Turner have 
been running a Haunted Attrac-
tion each fall for the past 32 years 
known as the “Haunted Hydro” 
a 1910 Hydro Electric Power 
plant that was fully operational 
until the mid-1940’s. Their love 
for Halloween and the outdoors 
has created this bizarre marriage 
of kayaking and ghouls.  Open-
ing in May of each year, Ghoul 
Runnings, LLC offers guided 
and self-guided tours including 

safety and training classes. They 
offer a variety of 2- and 4-hour 
trips, and specialty adventures 
include: a history tour, singles 
kayaking group, bird and nature, 
sunset, moonlight and more. 
Ghoul Runnings is also looking 
at starting up some competitive 
events as well including, fishing 
derbies, speed and maneuverabil-
ity, krazy-kraft kayak event and 
more.  Online event tickets and 
onsite sales are available through 
www.GhoulRunnings.com and at 
their business location the “Yak-
Shack” located at the Fremont 
Reservoir across the road from 
their “A-Frame” rental location at 
1773 S. River Rd., Fremont, OH 
43420 Adventure start in May 
and run into September, weather 
permitting.

For More on Ohio
>Click Here

Kayaking

http://www.GhoulRunnings.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/ohio/
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ARCHBOLD – Creedence 
Revived, the world’s premier CCR Tribute Band, 
will be live at Sauder Village on Friday, July 29. 
Tickets are now on sale for this special evening 
event on the 1920s Main Street at Sauder Village.

“We’re excited to have live 
music back at Sauder Village 
with a spectacular concert 
featuring Creedence Revived, a 
band that pays homage to one 
of the greatest American rock 
and roll bands ever,” shared 
Kim Krieger, Media Relations 
Manager. “At this concert on 
Main Street you’ll hear songs 
like Have You Ever Seen The 
Rain, Fortunate Son, Proud 
Mary, Bad Moon Rising, Born 
on the Bayou and many more!” 

Creedence Clearwater Re-
vival (CCR) was an American 
rock band in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. Creedence Revived is one of the most 
highly sought-after CCR tribute bands. Playing all 
over the world,  and with a track-record of selling 
out shows everywhere they go, Creedence Revived 
is the real deal. The group is made up of four of 
Chicago’s & LA’s most talented and eclectic musi-
cians – consisting of 
an award winning 
vocalist nicknamed 
“the chameleon” 
in the industry for 
his unique ability 
to shift his vocal 
to match the style 
of any vocalist, a 
world-renowned 
blues guitarist who 
attracts blues fans 
from around the world, a studio bassist who has ap-
peared on many top charting albums, and a drum-
mer who sells out theaters on his own based solely 
on his unique playing style. Creedence Revived has 
toured Europe and Malaysia and the group fre-
quently gets re-hired year after year to return to the 

same events with fans walking away in awe of the 
group’s performance.

“We pay tribute. We play the music as if we wrote 
it. We perform as if we were the original band. 
CCR is legendary,” said Rich Perez, Lead Vocalist, 

Creedence Revived.
Doors will open at 6:00 p.m. 

with Lee Warren performing 
at 7:00 p.m. and Creedence 
Revived taking the stage at 
8:30 p.m. There will be snacks 
and sandwiches available for 
purchase on Main Street and 
the Soda Fountain will be open 
with a variety of ice-cream 
treats. Guests can stop by the 
Main Street Confections can-
dy shop to purchase fudge, 
popcorn and other old-time 
candy, and adults can order 
wine, craft beers, and the latest 
Prohibition cocktails at The 

Broken Barrel Speakeasy and along Main Street.
Concert tickets are available for $20 on the Sauder 

Village website, www.saudervillage.org.  Entry to 
the concert will be at the gate east of the Welcome 
Center. While some bleacher seating will be avail-
able, guests are encouraged to bring lawn chairs to 

relax and enjoy the 
concert. Coolers are 
not allowed at this 
evening event.

Sauder Village is 
located at 22611 State 
Route 2 in Archbold 
– just minutes from 
Exit 25 of the Ohio 
Turnpike. The His-
toric Village is open 
Wednesday through 

Saturday from 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  The Village is 
closed on Sundays, Mondays, and Tuesdays this 
season. 

For more information call 800.590.9755 or visit 
www.saudervillage.org.

People to SeePeople to See

Creedence RevivalCreedence Revival

http://www.saudervillage.org
http://www.saudervillage.org
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https://www.marioncountyfairgrounds.com
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For more on Kentucky  

> Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/kentucky/
https://www.beechbend.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Beechbendcoupon_2022.jpg
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In front of a national televi-
sion audience and 400 cheering 
Daniel’s Amigos fans waving 
red shirts on a hill overlooking 
Sonoma (Calif.) Raceway, Dan-
iel Suárez dominated the final 
stage of the Toyota Save Mart 350 
(Sunday, July 12) race to become 
the first Mexican driver to win a 
NASCAR Cup Series race.

After several near misses in 
his career, and sitting outside 
the playoff standings in 2022, 
Suárez not only made history but 
vaulted to 10th in the standings 
with just 10 regular season races 
remaining.

Trackhouse Racing’s No. 99 
will not only be a part of the 2022 
playoffs but a threat to contend 
for a championship title.

Suárez and Trackhouse Racing 
teammate Ross Chastain have 
won both road course races and 
notched three victories this sea-
son.

He’ll drive the No. 99 Tootsie’s 
Chevrolet at the 1.33-mile track 
in Lebanon, Tennessee. Last year 
Suárez finished seventh in Nash-
ville’s inaugural race.

What has life been like since 
you took the checkered flag for 
the first time in Sonoma?

“We were in victory lane a long 
time Sunday celebrating with my 
team, and some of the Amigos 
came down to join in. It was a fun 
flight home although I think we 
got home at 5:30 a.m. I took my 
girlfriend to the airport for an 8:30 
a.m. flight to Brazil and then I 
went by the shop to see all of my 
team before flying to Mexico.”

What was it like when you 
saw them in Mexico?

“I was so tired but when I got 
home my mom and sisters had a 
surprise party for me. Like I said I 
was so tired, but it was a lot of fun 
and I am glad they did it.

“The win was great timing. We 
get to enjoy this for two weeks. 
But I am sure I’ll be ready to race 
again by this weekend.”

How important is Nashville?
“It’s very important. We are 

carrying Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge 
on our car in Nashville. I think 
everyone who lives in Nashville 
or has even been to Nashville 
knows all about Tootsie’s.

“Nashville is where (team 
founder and owner) Justin 

(Marks) lives, (team president) 
Ty (Norris) live so they is going 
to have lots of friends and family 
out. We want to do well every 
week, but Nashville is special.”

So, be honest. Were you nerv-
ous or excited during those final 
laps in Sonoma?

“I was just trying to stay calm. 
I knew that it was a big stake on 
the line, but I was trying to stay 
calm. I was silent. I wanted to do 
my thing. I didn’t want too much 
noise on the radio. I knew what 
I had to do. I would say after the 
white flag is when I got out of 
control. I just start crying inside 
the helmet, just thinking about. 
Especially because I had a big 
gap. If it wasn’t a big gap, I would 
be focused. Since I had a big gap, 
I was just thinking about every 
single moment that has cost me to 
be here.”

“It’s been a different journey. 
Every NASCAR driver has had 
a tough journey. Everyone has a 
different journey. But my journey 
is definitely the most different of 
everyone else, leaving my family, 
my country, and just coming to a 
different culture, different lan-
guage.

“Thinking of all those things, it 
makes it very, very, very special.”

For more on Tennessee
>CLICK HERE

People to SeePeople to See
DDaniel aniel SSuarezuarez

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/tennessee/
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V
icksburg, 
Mississippi, 
is widely known 
as a historic city 
with a vibrant 
riverfront down-
town district. 
Located just 45 

miles west of Jackson and 
75 miles north of Natchez, 
along the Yazoo and Mis-
sissippi River, Vicksburg 
is situated at the intersec-
tion of Interstate 20 and 
historic U.S. Highway 61.

The scenic beauty of 
Vicksburg, from the river-
front views to the classic 
Southern homes, to the 
wide expanse of its most 
significant historic site, is 
truly something to behold. 
There are many ways to 
get out and explore this 
fascinating city, starting 
with a walk among the 
shops, restaurants and 
murals of its downtown. 
But these five activities 
offer options for even 
more ways to experience 
Vicksburg.

A favorite on-the-water adven-
ture is fishing for super-sized 
blue catfish. A trip with Blue Cat 
Guide Service (Vicksburg City 
Riverfront, 601-953-5767) takes 
anglers to explore the deep holes, 
channels and drop-offs where the 
big ones can be found. The expe-
rienced guide is a licensed U.S. 
Coast Guard-Captain who’s been 
fishing these waters for more than 
20 years. There’s nothing like the 
thrill of bringing in a big trophy 

cat on a rod and reel.
Paddling the powerful waters 

of the lower Mississippi River is 
an amazing experience. Quapaw 
Canoe Company (Vicksburg City 
Riverfront, 601-529-7354) offers 
guided trips that are a favorite 
for adventurers, naturalists and 
birders. Day trips, sunset paddles 
and multi-day outings are just 
some of the options from which to 
choose. This is an exciting way to 
experience the river, from shifting 
sandbars to towering bluffs.

Taking to the road is easy with a 

rental from Battlefield Bicycle (908 
Cherry Street, Vicksburg, Missis-
sippi 39183; 662-347-0789). The 16 
miles of road through the Vicks-
burg National Military Park (3201 
Clay Street Vicksburg, Mississippi 
39183; 601-636-0583) is a favorite 
route for cyclists. The path winds 
through undulating hills and past 
1,300 monuments and memorials 
across the park’s more than 1,800 
acres. 

Clear Creek Golf Course (1566 
Tiffentown Road #7497, Vicks-
burg, Mississippi 39183; 601-636-
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For more on Mississippi

> Click Here

9395) is Vicksburg’s premier golf 
course. It features a 6,601-yard, 
par 72 layout. Designed by Water-
mark Golf LLC/Nathan Crace, the 
course opened in 1977. The course 
amenities include excellent prac-
tice facilities and a comfortable 
clubhouse surrounded by sprawl-
ing open spaces. 

A spirited walk through Vicks-
burg has long been a favorite ac-
tivity. The 12-block walking tour 
offered by Haunted Vicksburg 
(601-618-6031) takes participants 

through “Old Town” Vicksburg. 
With all the tales of Yellow Fever 
epidemics, battlefield conflicts, 
duels to the death and more that 
abound here, there’s no wonder 
the city is known as one of the 
South’s most haunted places.  

Vicksburg has a host of unique 
lodging options. A full comple-
ment of national hotel proper-
ties is joined by 
unique bed and 
breakfast prop-

erties as well as casino 
hotels and campgrounds. 
The exceptional dining 
options offer variety for 
everything from hip hap-
py hour spots to classic 
Southern cuisine. Top 
picks include:

The Tomato Place 
(3229 Highway 61 South, 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 
39180-1339; 601-661-0040) 
is a legendary Vicksburg 
spot. The “funky little 
shack” has a full menu of 
salads, signature po’boys 
and sandwiches, along 
with seasonal vegetables.

10 South Rooftop Bar & 
Grill (1301 Washington 
Street, Vicksburg, Missis-
sippi 39138;

601-501-4600), is the 
only rooftop restaurant 
in the state that over-
looks the Mississippi 
River. The menu is filled 
with classic favorites 
and the atmosphere is 
relaxed.

Cottonwood Public House (1311 
Washington Street, Vicksburg, 
Mississippi 39138; 601-501-7712) 
is a popular local brew pub offer-
ing a casual, fun atmosphere. The 
menu features small plates and 
woodfired pizza along with local 
craft beer and specialty cocktails.

Get Outside 
in Vicksburg

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/mississippi/
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In this, the Barnes Museum’s centennial year, 
the art community can look back in awe at all that 
the museum has undergone and has continued to 
maintain an impressive international footprint. The 
Barnes Foundation was the creation of one man, 
Albert C. Barnes, who set out to amass a collection 
representative of a variety of nations, genres and 
mediums. He was 
not born wealthy 
but attended Cen-
tral High School 
and worked his way 
through University of 
Pennsylvania Medical 
School in the 1890s. 
He turned to research 
and with a partner 
created a drug called 
Argyrol that made 
him wealthy by the 
age of 35. In 1908 he 
became sole owner 
of his company and 
instituted a 6-hour 
workday, a racial 
and gender integrat-
ed workforce, and a 
2-hour daily optional 
education program. 

Barnes true first 
love was art; but he 
felt that he would 
never be fully ac-
cepted into Philadelphia’s art world. In 1910 he 
turned that love of art into gathering a collection 
of artworks. He chose painters Alfred Maurer 
and William Glackens to travel to Paris and pur-
chase paintings for him. They were given $20,000 
($350,000 today) and returned with 30 paintings 
by artists such as Cezanne, Renoir and van Gogh. 
Barnes later decided to travel to Europe to make his 
own purchases and he was prolific. From 1922-23 
he purchased more than 100 Impressionist, Post-Im-
pressionist, Modern and African material cultural 

artworks including pieces by Modigliani, Picasso 
and Matisse. barnesfoundation.org

In 1922 Barnes established an educational foun-
dation, he did not consider it a museum, and in 
1925 he opened his newly constructed neoclassical 
mansion and 12-acre arboretum in Merion, a suburb 

of Philadelphia, as 
its headquarters and 
home to his extensive 
collection displaying 
European art along 
with Native Ameri-
can, American, Afri-
can decorative arts 
and furniture. His 
primary goals were to 
make art accessible to 
all and promote social 
justice and education-
al opportunity for the 
masses. He hired pro-
fessors to provide free 
lectures at the foun-
dation and allowed 
access to school 
groups and interested 
individuals. 

Albert Barnes chal-
lenged not only what 
is considered artistic 
and who should have 
access to art but also 

ways art can be perceived. He displayed his art-
works in what he referred to as ensembles. In these 
arrangements he mixed works from varying eras, 
cultures and genres inviting viewers to make con-
nections according to style, color and shape. Paint-
ings are identified solely by the name of the artist. 
Dates and explanatory information is not listed. 

Barnes is considered one of the first individuals to 
collect and display African art as not merely eth-
nographic collectables. He deemed African art as 
representative of the “highest form of 3-dimensional 

Places to Go:Places to Go:

The Barnes Foundation: Challenging the NarrativeThe Barnes Foundation: Challenging the Narrative
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expression” and was involved in the Harlem Renais-
sance as a promoter of the preservation of African 
arts and artists through his writings and conversa-
tions with African American intellectuals. Horace 
Bond, Lincoln University’s first African American 

president, developed 
a close friendship and working relation-
ship with Barnes in the 1940s. Realizing the 
significant challenges the all black university 
faced he developed specialized art programs 
and invited students for visits. In his will 
he specifically added a clause that “racist” 
universities were barred from admission to 
his collection. 

Unique rules controlled the collection 
even after his death in 1951. The number of 
visitors was restricted and no copies of the 
works were to be duplicated on mugs, post-
cards or photos or other gift shop type ob-
jects. The works themselves were never to be 
moved from their original gallery positions, 
nor could they be individually sold or placed 
on loan.

Almost immediately after his death the 
City of Philadelphia challenged his will 
claiming that the art should benefit every-
one. In 2009, after extensive litigation, the 
city seized the artworks, now worth approx-
imately $25-bllion. The battle over the collec-
tion is detailed in a documentary, The Art of 
the Steal. In 2012 the collection was moved 
to a new, $150-million building on the Ben-
jamin Franklin Parkway in Philadelphia. 

The 4.5-acre complex includes classrooms, 
additional exhibition space, an atrium and 
a public park. At its heart is a replica of the 
original Barnes Foundation building fea-
turing galleries and displays exactly as they 
were in Merion. Artworks have been po-
sitioned with no object more than 1/2-inch 
from its former placement.

The museum functions as a stunning setting 
for the largest collection of impressionist art in 

the world including 179 Renoirs and 69 Cezanne’s. 
Visitors can be overwhelmed by the more than 4,000 
rare artworks but you should seek out:

     Please turn to next page...

Places to Go:Places to Go:

The Barnes Foundation: Challenging the NarrativeThe Barnes Foundation: Challenging the Narrative
By Renée S. Gordon

“That is one of the joys of a col-
lection, the elasticity with which 
paintings stretch to the behold-
er’s personal vision which they 
progressively develop.”  
                  -  Albert C. Barnes

{ }
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• “Bathing Group” (Renoir)
• “The Dance” (Matisse)
•  “The Card Players” (Cézanne)
• “The Postman” (Vincent van Gogh)
• “Redheaded Girl in Evening Dress” (Modigliani)
• “Dr. Albert C. Barnes” (Giorgio de Chirico)
Until September 4, 2022, as part of the Barnes Cen-

tennial celebration, and in keeping with the spirit of 
challenging the artistic narrative and inclusivity, the 
foundation has commissioned a film installation by 
artist and filmmaker Sir Isaac Julien, CBE RA. Isaac 
Julien: Once Again … (Statues Never Die) is a five-
screen installation that delves into the philosophical 
relationship between Albert Barnes, as a collector 
of African art, and Alain Locke, African American 
scholar, author and creator of the concept of the New 
Negro. Through dialog and reenactments Sir Julien 
revisits how the African American art was obtained, 
black artists creating their art in other cultures and 
what is the meaning for and the impact of African art 
on western culture. The looting of Benin in 1897 pro-
vides a contemplative background for the modern 
concept of reparations. The film is both artistically 
arresting and thought provoking. Accompanying the 
film will be significant African art sculptures.

Albert Barnes’ art collection is of international 
importance and through these works modernism 
entered the Western World. He surrounded himself 
with beauty, cultivated friendships from all cultures 
and promoted the importance of art as education. He 
shaped his own narrative and we are all the better for 
it. @barnesfoundation

For more on 
Pennsylvania 

> Click Here

Barnes: Barnes: ContinuedContinued

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/pennsylvania/
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There is always something 
fun to do at Presque Isle State 
Park, where you can easily 
spend an entire day enjoying 
the park’s many outdoor ad-
ventures.  Bring your family 
and friends and make your 
escape to Presque Isle!  

Presque Isle State Park 
features seven miles of sandy 
surf beaches, providing visi-
tors with the only surf swim-
ming within the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. The 
beaches of Presque Isle are 
great for sunbathing, swim-
ming, picnicking and sunset  
gazing.  They are open daily 
from Memorial Day Weekend 
to Labor Day, unless otherwise 
posted. Regular hours are Noon – 
7:30 p.m. Parking and admission 
to the park is free.

Go Biking or Rollerblading
Presque Isle has miles of hik-

ing trails, both paved and un-
paved.  The most popular and 
heavily used trail is the 13.5-mile 
Karl Boyes Multi-Purpose paved 
trail. Unpaved trails are located 
throughout the Park and include 
the Gull Point Trail, Graveyard 
Pond Trail and Dead Pond Trail.  
Rental equipment is available 
near the Water Works Beach area 
and includes one person bicycles, 
tandem bicycles, surreys, roller-
blades and more.

Built in 1873, the Presque Isle 
Lighthouse offers visitors the 
chance to climb its tower for 
panoramic views of Lake Erie, 
all while learning its vast history 
and function. Public tours of the 
Presque Isle Lighthouse are avail-

able May through September.
Numerous picnic tables can be 

found throughout Presque Isle 
and are perfect for a casual day 
at the beach or a gathering.  If 
you prefer to reserve a table in a 
specific spot, there is a small fee, 
however there is no charge if a 
table is not in use.  If you have a 
larger group such as a birthday 
party or reunion, there are various 
size pavilions available for rent. 
To inquire about picnic or pavil-
ion rentals click here.

Take a Ride Aboard the Lady 
Kate Enjoy a leisurely 14-mile, 90 
minute tour of Presque Isle Bay 
and Lake Erie aboard the Lady 
Kate.  This fully narrated sight-
seeing boat tour includes Erie’s 
lighthouses, Gull Point Nature 
Preserve, Presque Isle’s shores, 
Erie’s skyline, beaches, wildlife 
and more.  Sunset tours are also 
offered. The Lady Kate is docked 
at Perry Monument.  Tours are 
available May 22 – September 26.

Located next to Misery Bay, the 
Perry Monument is dedicated to 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Per-
ry, who was a prominent naval 
squadron leader during the War 
of 1812. Perry, along with Presque 
Isle, played a vital role in the 
victory over the British in the 
War. Interpretive panels detailing 
the story of the War of 1812 and 
The Battle of Lake Erie line the 
sidewalks surrounding the monu-
ment.

The lagoons of Presque Isle are 
perfect for exploring by canoe, 
kayak, paddle board or row boat.  
You can bring your own equip-
ment or the park offers rentals for 
various watercraft. Throughout 
the summer, the park offers free 
guided lagoon by pontoon educa-
tional boat tours.

For More on Pennsylvania

>Click Here

Things to Do: 
Swimming, Biking, and  
Rollorblading at 
Presque Isle State Park 

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/pennsylvania/


-72- | ExtendedWeekendGetaways ~ July 2022

To many people the Central Pennsylvania Festival 
of the Arts (CPFA) is something that “just happens” 
each summer. School lets out for the summer, and in 
what seems like the blink of an eye, the Festival is on 
the calendar. 

 Of course, the Festival, doesn’t “just happen,” 
according to Executive Director Rick Bryant  “It’s 
the result of a lot of hard work by more than a few 
people.” There are the landscapers, the stage hands, 
musicians, artists, and volunteers needed to make 
this event a successful one. 

This year the dates are July 13-17. Approximately 
125,000 people are expected to visit the Festival this 
year. Among all the artists exhibits, there is also a 
children and youth sidewalk sale, a silent auction 
event, live entertainment each night, a bookfest, and  
street painting. 

The popular juried fine art exhibition, Images 2022 
includes  drawings, paintings, pastels, mixed media, 
photography, hand-pulled prints, watercolors, fiber, 
paper, and digital art. Images 2022 will be presented 
to the public in a live exhibition hanging in down-
town State College for the month of July 2022. Imag-
es 2022 is open to artists whose primary residence is 
in Pennsylvania.

Founded in 1967 by the State College Chamber of 
Commerce and Penn State University’s College of 
Arts and Architecture in an effort to bring the arts 
and commerce to the area, the CPFA is an independ-
ent, not-for-profit corporation.

In the years since the first festival, it has evolved to 
encompass the Sidewalk Sale and Exhibition, per-
formances on outdoor and indoor stages, a banner 
competition, Children & Youth Day, a juried gallery 
exhibition, and the Italian Street Painting Festival. 
The Festival assists the Nittany Valley Running Club 
in presenting the Sue Crowe Memorial Arts Festival 
Races, and Schlow Centre Region Library in present-
ing BookFest.

New this year are wristbands, replacing the festival 
button. They may be purchased in advance online at 
the festival store. While ordering, check out all the 
other items for sale to support the arts.  Another new 
item is a Berkey Creamery ice cream flavor, Festival 
Fudge. you’ll be able to buy it by the cone, dish, or 
half gallon during the whole month of July! For a 
complete list of music performers and more informa-
tion, visit https://arts-festival.com/

Places to Go: 

Central Pennsylvania 
Festival of the Arts

For more on Pennsylvania 

> Click Here

https://arts-festival.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/pennsylvania/


July, 2022 ~ ExtendedWeekendGetaways  | -73-

https://arts-festival.com
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Celebrate 150th Anniversary Cruise Celebrate 150th Anniversary Cruise 

LACONIA – This year will mark 
the M/S Mount Washington’s 
150th season on Lake Winnipe-
saukee and Mount Washington 
Cruises has a season full of cele-
brations to mark the event. The 
anniversary comes as the state 
heads into a summer season that 
promises to see the return of 
many events and activities that 
were restricted due to the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. 

“The 150th anniversary not only 
marks a milestone for a historic 
ship, it’s also a chance to celebrate 
a return to the traditional Lake 
Winnipesaukee summer sea-
son,” said Capt. Jim Morash from 
Mount Washington Cruises. “The 
ship has endured for generations, 
in good times and bad, and we’re 
excited to see her again be a place 
where people come to gather, 
unwind and enjoy our beautiful 
lake.”

Mount Washington Cruises will 
celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of the M/S Mount Washington 
on Lake Winnipesaukee with the 
Anniversary Gala on August 12, 

2022, hosted on the date the ship 
was launched. The special event 
will include multiple decks of 
entertainment, hors d’oeuvres, 
signature drinks, photo oppor-
tunities, and special limited-edi-
tion souvenirs.bTickets to this 
signature event are available at 
cruisenh.com/products/150th-an-
niversary-gala.

Other special events slated for 
the 150th Anniversary season 
include:

• Independence Day Cruise 
on July 4

• 150th Anniversary Gala on 
August 12

• Labor Day Dinner Cruise 
on September 4

• Halloween Masquerade 
Ball on October 22

 In addition to these special 
events, visitors can come aboard 
the M/S Mount Washington dur-
ing a Narrated Cruise, running 
twice daily most days during 
the season, or the Sunset Dinner 
Cruise, offered on select evenings 
in spring and fall and on Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 
during the summer months. In 
addition, the M/S Mount Wash-
ington will offer a Sunday Brunch 
Cruise throughout the season.

 Since 1872, there has been a 
ship on the lake commissioned 
under the name Mount Washing-
ton. The first was the S.S Mount 
Washington, a 178-foot wooden 
side-wheeler built and launched 
in 1872 by the Boston & Maine 
Railroad company to take travel-
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ers and cargo from one side of the 
lake to the other.

There were many steamships 
operating on Lake Winnipesaukee 
in the late 1800s, but the SS Mount 
Washington gained notoriety as 
the fastest, and because of her 
connection to the railroad, quickly 
became the busiest lake transpor-
tation business, carrying more 
than 60,000 passengers a year by 
the end of the 19th century.

In the early 20th century, the SS 
Mount Washington, referred to 
today as the “Old Mount,” con-
tinued to take passengers around 
the lake and to the grand Weirs 
Hotel at the SS Mount Washing-
ton’s home port of Weirs Beach. 
But that all changed when fires 
took down two icons in the area, 

first in 1924, when the Weirs Hotel 
was destroyed by a fire and again 
in 1939, when a fire at the railroad 
station spread down the dock to 
where the SS Mount Washington 
was berthed for the winter. 

Captain Leander Lavallee, who 
was the owner of the destroyed 
Mount, soon announced plans to 
find a bigger, faster ship for the 
lake. In 1940, Lavallee purchased 
the 203-foot Chateaguay, berthed 
on Lake Champlain, Vermont. 
Moving the iron ship required 
cutting it into 20 sections and 
shipping it by flatbed railroad car. 
It was reassembled and outfitted 
with a new, powerful steam en-
gine. Now 205 feet in length, the 
SS Mount Washington II launched 
on August 12, 1940, less than a 

year after the tragic fire.
The ship continued service 

through tough economic times 
and World War II, ushering in 
an era of transition. The Mount 
Washington’s steam engine was 
replaced by a diesel engine 1946, 
and she rechristened as the M/V 
Mount Washington. The ship 
underwent a complete overhaul in 
1982, when the ship was cut down 
the middle and 25 feet was added 
to her length, reclassifying her as 
the M/S Mount Washington, the 
ship that is on Lake Winnipesau-
kee today.

In addition to the M/S Mount 
Washington, the Mount Washing-
ton Cruises fleet has grown to in-
clude the M/V Sophie C, the mail 
ship for the lake’s islands and the 
oldest floating post office in the 
nation; the Winnipesaukee Spirit, 
equipped for private events; and 
the M/V Doris E., which provides 
short cruises and shuttle service to 
Meredith. For more information 
visit https://cruisenh.com.

Celebrate 150th Anniversary Cruise Celebrate 150th Anniversary Cruise 

For more Information 
on New Hampshire
> CLICK HERE

https://cruisenh.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/new-hampshire/
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As a child, the phrase, 
“Let’s Go to the Museum!” 
was the equivalent of say-
ing, “Liver and spinach for 
supper.”  However, on our 
annual family vacations, 
we weren’t given any veto 
power over where we went, 
what we did or who we 
saw.

It seemed like no matter 
which museum we visited, 
most artifacts were safely 
displayed behind ropes 
or under glass where they 
could not be handled.  Although, from the accumu-
lation of dust on most of these items I can’t imagine 
why anyone would want to touch them. 

Then there was the obliga-
tory plaque situated along-
side every display with lots 
of detailed history to read.  
Every time we went to one 
of these places, there would 
be at least one person in the 
group who was determined 
to read each word of each 
sentence of each paragraph 
on each plaque. . . out loud . 
. . to us . . . in monotone . . . 
yawn . . .

Children of today, fear 
not!  Museums are no 
longer collections of dark, 
drab, old, boring artifacts which can’t be touched.  
In fact, many museums are designated as being spe-
cifically for children where hands-on exploration is 
not only permitted; it is encouraged!

The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis claims to 
be the largest in the world.  I haven’t been to any 
museums outside the United States but I can safely 
say it is the biggest and best I have seen in my twen-
ty years as a travel writer.  When it comes to learn-
ing, the Children’s Museum is where opportunity 
creates desire.  

The experience begins 
long before entering the 
door.  Contrasts in history 
from prehistoric dinosaurs 
to modern day astronauts 
are visible outside the 
buildings.  I won’t spoil 
the surprise by telling you 
what it is, but an interest-
ing historical art object 
is situated in the parking 
garage which encourages 
learning from the moment 
of arrival. 

The first section we 
visited housed several dinosaur skeletons.  How-
ever, from watching the smaller children present, 
the most interesting part for them was in the Dino-

sphere Art Lab.  This area 
quickly captured the at-
tention of every toddler by 
having them design and 
color a dinosaur.  The next 
step required the help of 
a parent as they scanned 
their artwork.  Soon they 
were able to watch on a 
large screen as their ani-
mated creature virtually 
roamed the earth.  What 
a way to inspire creativity 
and promote imaginative 
play!

Children who are a bit 
older will be better able to visualize the massive size 
of these beings as they see the fossilized footprints 
alongside the skeletons.  At the same time, they can 
hear the sounds of animals moving through the 
area or listen to the trickle of a nearby water source.  
A few might even notice some of the scents which 
were present during this historical period.  To com-
plete the sensory excursion, handrails are outfitted 
with a special textured grip so visitors can feel and 
comprehend the length of these magnificent crea-
tures.  

Go, Do, See

Indianapolis Children’s MuseumIndianapolis Children’s Museum
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The ocean-themed section gives the 
illusion of being underwater. Rather 
than simply having murals on the 
walls, the sea life is interactive.  Be 
captivated by the school of fish which 
follow your movements.

Take time to observe the sky in the 
Cinedome.  Watch the planets and 
stars in the night sky along with the 
moon followed by sunrise and day-
light in which the weather changes, 
including a thunderstorm.  The entire 
cycle repeats every twenty minutes.

This area is also the location of the 
scientist’s lab where paleontologists continue to 
work with the bones unearthed from a dig site in 
Wyoming.  These researchers are ready and able to 
answer any questions you or your children may ask. 

Any time can be turned into a teaching moment 
and the best way to illustrate this is with the water 
clock.  Rather than gears and dials, the time is dis-
played with tinted water flowing through multiple 
clear tubes into large beakers.  Watching the gentle 
motion and flow of the water is mesmerizing and 
relaxing, not to mention scientifically educational.  

Even the displays in the Miniature Masterpieces 
section have been turned into a teaching game by 
including “I Spy” objects.  Viewers discover amaz-
ing craftsmanship and historical architecture while 
searching among the various rooms in each detailed 
space.

For elementary 
aged children, the 
most popular place 
to be was the Scoo-
by Doo Mansion 
Mayhem adventure.  
Various checkpoints 
within this interac-
tive section provid-
ed ‘clues’ to help 
them solve a mys-
tery.  Participation 

is key to this story as they 
visit each scenario and 
search for the information.  
Perhaps it is hidden be-
hind a picture, a door or 
a secret panel which can 
only be opened by finding 
the correct combination.  
Smiles on the faces of 
children who solve the 
puzzle attest to the sense 
of accomplishment they 
feel.  The final checkpoint 

is a place to customize your celebratory photo.
While this is specifically a children’s museum, 

there are several sections which are of particular 
interest to adults.  Such is The Power of Children: 
Making a Difference® exhibit.  This powerful, yet 
touching display tells the story of how four children 
changed the world in a positive way.  The acronym 
WAVE is used to focus on their words, actions, voice 
and education.  While some of the content may not 
be suitable for small children, their stories serve as 
an inspiration to others.

Space does not permit me to describe everything 
located within the walls of this exploration collection 
but please indulge me as I list a few.  Playscape is a 
secure toddler playplace available for families with 
children five and under.  The top floor is home to a 
carousel upon which parents and children may ride. 

Go, Do, See

Indianapolis Children’s MuseumIndianapolis Children’s Museum
By Kandy Derden 
Things-To-Do  Editor
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The National Art Museum of Sport is not the only 
artistic section; be sure to notice the Fireworks of 
Glass sculpture which is visible from all levels of the 
main building.

Check the website for current information about 
special exhibits which change periodically in the 
museum.   

Not all museum attractions are located inside.  
The Riley Children’s Health Sports Legends Ex-
perience is located at the Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis.  Although this section could easily 
be mistaken for an amusement park, it is so much 
more.  It is actually an outdoor fitness center us-
ing multiple sports activities.  The equipment and 
spaces are designed and sized for all ages and 
heights of children.  The purpose is more than fill-
ing time and getting a little exercise.  It is an oppor-
tunity for young people to be exposed to a variety 
of sports, giving them a chance to try it and find 
out if it is something of interest they might choose 
to pursue.  Most know a little about football, bas-
ketball and baseball, but there is also tennis, hock-
ey, soccer and racing.  A fitness path with various 
exercise suggestions encircles this seven and half 
acre playground of sports fun.

One of the most notable features is The Pete and 
Alice Dye Golf Experience.  Small-scale designs 
of favorite classic golf holes designed by Pete Dye 
are re-created complete with various turf heights, 
bunkers and realistic looking water hazards.  This 
gives youngsters the chance to learn the basics of 
golf as they grow.  Courses available begin with a 
toddler sized course, an introductory course and 
then two signature putting courses along with a 
putting practice area.

While exploring all these options, be sure to visit 
the Fantasy Tree House of Sports.  Inspired by Dis-
ney’s Tree of Life, this tree is large enough to allow 
multiple children to play inside while adults ex-
plore the various giant pieces of sports equipment 
sculpted into the exterior.

What a wonderful way to spend time together as 
a family!

Anyone hungry?  There is an area within the 
sports complex where you may obtain a snack, 
beverage or picnic meal.  For more options, check 
out the Food Court inside.  It boasts all sorts of 
kid-friendly food choices along with plenty of op-

tions to suit adult taste.  Then on the way out, allow 
plenty of time to browse through The Children’s 
Museum Store.  There’s a reason why it isn’t called 
a gift shop or a souvenir shop.  Most of the items in-
side are designed to stimulate, encourage, develop, 
educate and inspire your most precious loved ones: 
your children!   

   

Children’s Museum:Children’s Museum:  Continued...

This section of the museum was 
“Welcome to Greece”. To enter, 
you had to take a “plane ride”.    

Photo by Lisa Duchesne
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By David Derden
Sport Team

Mr. Dimples, Duane 
and I got to play the miniature 
golf course at the Indianapolis 
Musem Sports Complex. 

Alas, Mr. Dimples could only 
watch. Each hole is a scaled-
down model of one of Pete Dye’s 
famous holes from different 
courses he designed.

Since it is a kid-friendly area, 
they have chosen to use a ball 
similiar to a tennis ball instead 
of the regular golf ball. Even the 
smaller kids can play safely and 
keeps regular balls from rolling 
over the whole sports complex. 
You can hit a regular ball right 
through any one of the flower 
beds and it would keep on going. 

While playing, I chose to ap-
proach each hole like you would 
if you were actually on the reg-
ular course. Without children 
around to see, Duane chose to 
take the putter and act like it is 
a driver and hit the ball straight 
for the hole. 

“Both the sand traps and the 
water hazards are actually taller 
carpet, so it does slow the ball 
down.” Duane said. “Since it was 
fake water, I didn’t have to pay 
attention to the hazards.” 

Though it is very different 
from your typical miniature golf 
course, it would still  be enjoy-
able for any age from a toddler 
to a senior adult.  

Pete and Alice Dye Statue 
in front of golf course at 

the Indianapolis Children’s  
Museum Sports Complex

Photo by David Derden

https://childrensmuseum.org
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https://www.perucircus.com
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https://facebook.com/pennsytrailartfair
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This is a very big 
year for the Massey - 
Harris Company. The 
Massey-Harris, Mas-
sey Ferguson, Fergu-
son farm equipment 
company is acknowl-
edging it’s 175th 
Anniversary and will 
celebrate the occasion 
at the 33rd Annual 
Greensburg Power of 
the Past. The date has 
been set for Aug. 17-
21 and will be held at 
the Decatur County 
Fairgrounds. Power 
of the Past is hosting 
the Indiana Massey 
Collections Associa-
tion State Show in conjuntion with 
their activities as well. 

All tractors and equipment that 
are 40 years old or older are wel-
come at this show. Come and see 
all the antique machinery used 
as the days gone by like; plows, 
disks, combines, planters, cultiva-
tors and many more. Not only will 
you be able to view the antique 
machinery, you will also get the 
opportunity to watch these ma-
chines operate.

Come and enjoy the fun and 
activities of the Greensburg Pow-
er of the Past. Activities planned 
are antique tractor pulls, a garden 
tractor pull, an adult pedal pull, 
and horse pulls. The antique trac-
tor pull on Thursday and Friday 
nights is scheduled to start at 6 
p.m. This is an event for farm trac-
tors made before 1959 to test their 
pulling power and show off their 

restoration. This pull is a low gear 
percentage pull.

There are other tractor themed 
games throughout the weekend, a 
parade of antique power on Satur-
day, grocery bingo, quilts on dis-
play, an old fashion fiddle contest, 
horse and pony pulls and even 
kids games on Saturday evening.

There will be the return of the 
annual toy show on Saturday and 
Sunday. Another popular event is 
the annual consignment auction 
is on Sunday morning, beginning 
promptly at 9 a.m. Sale items will 
be accepted beginning Thursday 

at 8 a.m. until Satur-
day at 7 p.m.

You shouldn’t go 
away hungry as 
there will be a vari-
ety of food vendors 
present ranging from 
breakfast, to dinner, 
to snacks. 

 The Greensburg 
Power of the Past 
has become one of 
Greensburg’s most 
recognized and 
well-attended event 
along with many 
tourist attractions 
like the famous 
Courthouse Tower 

Tree. We have had many visitors 
from different parts of the United 
States and Canada.

Musical entertainment will be 
plentiful and you can even join 
in the fun and participate in a 
fiddle contest. There will also be 
bluegrass, old-time favorites, and 
gospel music from various music 
artists. 

There will be a Sunday Morn-
ing Worship Service and a Vesper 
service. 

For more information see ad at 
right and visit online website at 
https://www.greensburgpoweroft-
hepast.com/ 

Power of the Past combines 
reunion with Massey-Harris 

175th Anniversary 

For more on 
Indiana

>Click Here

2022 Model
Massey 

Antique
Massey 

https://www.greensburgpowerofthepast.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/indiana/
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https://www.greensburgpowerofthepast.com
https://www.greensburgpowerofthepast.com
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Kayaking is a fun water sport to 
enjoy. Anyone who loves being on 
or in the water will enjoy kayaking.

During a recent press trip to Ches-
apeake, VA, another travel writer, 
Heather Raulerson and I enjoyed a 
kayaking adventure like none we 
had experienced before. Our kayak-
ing tour was with River Dogs Kay-
aking and it was three adventures 
rolled into one.

Chesapeake Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and River Dogs Kayaking 
hosted our Kayaking Tour.  All opin-
ions are my own.

A Unique Adventure
It was a fun and unique experience 

from start to finish. We arrived at the 
Atlantic Yacht Basin and boarded a 
well-equipped, comfortable pontoon 
boat. After some brief safety instruc-

tions, our adventure began.
We began in the Albemarle and 

Chesapeake Canal, part of the In-
tercoastal Waterway and is made up 
of freshwater from the Currituck 
Sound in North Carolina. Shortly 
after our boat trip began, we had to 
wait in line to go through a draw 
bridge. Now that was an experience 
in itself.  

The Great Bridge
You had to hit the Great Bridge 

drawbridge at the right time, or you 
would have to wait an hour till it 
opened again. I think we were third 
in line to go through with several 
other boats behind us. It was fas-
cinating to watch the bridge open. 
Once we slowly puttered through 
the draw bridge, you could see it 
closing again.

Things to Do: 

Kayaking in ChesapeakeKayaking in Chesapeake
t  l
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The Great Bridge Lock
Our next unique experience came when we 

entered the Great Bridge Lock. Locks are used 
for lowering and raising water levels to help 
vessels easily travel between bodies of water. 
Up to 20 boats at a time can fit in the Great 
Bridge Lock while operators open and close 
four sets of gates and valves. The Great Bridge 
Lock is unique in that it’s a guard lock, pro-
tecting water quality and the ecological sys-
tems on both sides of the lock.  

The Great Bridge Locks are used to move 
boats between the fresh water and the salt 
water. When we entered the locks from the 
freshwater, we were at one level, and the water 
level had to match that of the salt water. The 
Lockmaster helped us secure the boat and then 
began equalizing the water levels using gates 
and valves. Once the water level matched that 
of the salt water (about five feet difference), 
the lock opened, and we entered the salty 
Elizabeth River, a tributary of the Chesapeake 
Bay.

Please turn to the next page...

Things to Do: 

Kayaking in ChesapeakeKayaking in Chesapeake

By Robin O’Neal Smith
Freelance Travel Writer
https://instagram.com/atouchofluxurytravel

https://instagram.com/atouchofluxurytravel
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 Blue Heron 
Art Project
Our pontoon 

passed by Chesa-
peake’s Great Bridge 
Lock Park with a 
dozen or more heron 
sculptures decorated 
by local artists using 
a variety of themes, 
colors, and materials. 
These herons are part 
of the Blue Heron 
Art Project the city 
has undertaken. 

We traveled approximately a mile on the Eliza-
beth River, learning about the area’s history and 
enjoying the scenery.   We stopped along a quiet 
part of the river, and the kayaking fun began.  

Special Equipment
Usually, when you kayak, you launch your 

kayak from the banks of the river, a marina dock, 
or the sand along the beach. You usually have to 
at least get wet up to your knees as you crawl into 
the kayak. This experience was totally different, 
with us launching directly from the pontoon into 
the kayak in the middle of the river.  

Spencer Hull with River Dog Kayaking had a 
unique launch device to stabilize the kayak while 
boarding and exiting called a KayaArm. Spencer 
modified the KayaArm to fit his boat and align ap-
propriately to the ladder. The KayaArm attaches to 
the side of the boat and holds the front of the kay-
ak in place as the kayaker climbs down the ladder, 

steps directly into the kayak, and is seated. As you 
use an oar to push away,  the device is turned, and 
you paddle away. It was easy to get into the kayak 
and get started safely. All three of us were able to 
begin our kayaking without a drop of water on us. 
No cold, wet feet to start. Completely dry! 

Kayaking Experience
We spent about 45 minutes on a beautiful pad-

dle along the pristine protected wetlands of the 
Southern Branch of the Elizabeth River and Bells 
Mill Creek with Spencer as our guide. He provid-
ed lots of history and details about the area and 
pointed out birds and other wildlife. Then it was 
time to head back to the pontoon.   We traveled 
approximately two and a half miles round trip.

As we got out of the kayaks, the KayaArm de-
vice was used again to hold the front of the kayak. 
This was a bit more difficult since you had to use 
your arm strength to pull yourself up from the 
kayak onto the first step while the back of the kay-
ak could wiggle a bit. But we all made it without 
falling into the river.  

Once we returned to the pontoon, we enjoyed 
snacks and water and headed back toward the 
dock. We again experienced the Great Bridge 
Locks, this time from salt water to fresh water.  

After we were through the locks, we floated into 
a line for the draw bridge. On the hour, they lifted 
the bridge, and we traveled back to the Atlantic 
Yacht Basin. An experience with River Dog Kay-
aking is like three adventures rolled into one. It 
is educational, fun, and a great way to experience 
nature and the Chesapeake area. 
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The McHenry 
County Youth 
Sports Associa-
tion (MCYSA) has 
hosted a summer 
international tour-
nament since 1993. 
Once affiliated 
with the Conti-
nental Amateur 
Baseball Associa-
tion (CABA), it has 
evolved into a suc-
cessful independent 
tournament

Spectators will 
be treated to some world-class baseball when they 
attend this year’s mid-July tourney shaping up to 
be a grand slam with 68 teams participating so far, 
including eight international teams from three coun-
tries and 19 out-of-state teams. Competitions will 
take place in 11U, 13U and 15U age categories in two 
sessions, the first being July 15-18 and the second 
July 21-24.

“This year’s participation levels are higher than 
they have been going back all the way to 2018,” 
Streit said of the tournament that takes place on 
fields across Crystal Lake, Woodstock and McHenry. 
“It’s shaping up to be better than 2019, the last year 
before the pandemic.”

“Members of the Japanese team are from the Little 
Senior Baseball Association,” Streit said. “They pick 
one 15U team from 25,000 high school students from 
across the country to play in our tournament.”

Japanese team members are home-stayed. Nine 
home-stay families have signed up; MCYSA still 
could use a couple more. Anyone interested in be-
coming a home-stay family should send an email to 
MCYSA1993@gmail.com.

Streit said tournament coordinators are thrilled to 
see player participation levels climbing. They’d love 
to see the return of greater numbers of spectators to 
go along with it. There is no cost to watch games or 
to attend associated ceremonies, including opening 
ceremonies the first night of both sessions and an 

Armed Forces Night 
on July 17. All cer-
emonies take place 
at Lippold Park, 851 
Route 176, Crystal 
Lake.

Opening ceremo-
nies will take place 
about 7 p.m. July 15 
and 21, and include 
a parade of teams, 
local politicians 
throwing out the 
first pitch and fire-
works. Game sched-
ules will be posted 

on mcysasports.org. 
“I remember when my sons played in this tour-

nament between 2003 and 2010,” Streit said. “Night 
games at Lippold would attract hundreds of specta-
tors.

“That has really dropped off,” he continued. “And 
that’s a shame, because there is so much more than 
great baseball to see. It’s a very cool cultural event.

“Watching the fans from Puerto Rico, for example 
... they’re singing, playing cowbells ... when we have 
the parade of teams, they really get into it and the 
teams from Japan that have come — when they play, 
if a pitcher hits a batter, he walks up to the batter and 
bows [in contrition]. When they approach an um-
pire, they take off their hat.

“It’s just really interesting to see how the differ-
ent cultures play out on the field, and how their 
fans interact in the stands,” he added. “Between 
games the international players enjoy interacting 
with the local players and people from the commu-
nity. There’s some team pin trading that goes on.”

And, who knows, down the road, those attending 
this summer’s tournament may be able to say they 
watched the next Eloy Jiménez, Tucker Barnhart, An-
drew Benintendi or Heliot Ramos in the making.

Go, Do, See

29th MCYSA Tourney 

For more information on Illinois,
>CLICK HERE

mailto:MCYSA1993@gmail.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/illinois_/
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Places to Go: Places to Go: 

Biking O’ahuBiking O’ahu
O’AHU - island of 

O’ahu invites visitors 
to experience its ma-
jestic beaches, savory 
cuisines and vibrant 
shopping experiences 
with an added regen-
erative tourism mind-
set and perspective of 
the island destination.

The O’ahu Visitors Bu-
reau (OVB) continues to 
share the spirit of aloha 
— a gift of love, hospital-
ity and education with-
out the expectation of a 
reward — with island visitors. The ‘ōlelo Hawai’i (Hawai-
ian language) word mālama means “to take care of, pre-
serve and protect.” Through the Mālama Hawai’i program, 
visitors can enjoy a more meaningful and enriching va-
cation experience in the Islands — and qualify for special 
hotel rewards — by participating in select voluntourism 
activities. For more information on Mālama Hawai’i and 
the program’s participating partners, visit www.gohawaii.
com/malama.

Beyond Monet: The Immersive Experience
Beyond Monet: The Immersive Experience is a showcase 

of more than 400 of French painter Claude Monet’s most 
iconic works of impressionism, coming to the Hawai’i 
Convention Center through July 31. Notable Monet art-
works, including his Water Lilies series and Impression: 
Sunrise and Poppies, will be part of the display. With an 
enchanting musical score, breathtaking projections and 
stunning set pieces, Beyond Monet: The Immersive Expe-
rience encourages infinite interpretations of Monet’s work. 
http://www.monethonolulu.com/.

Bike Hawaii
Join Bike Hawaii’s seasoned nature guides for a rare op-

portunity to hike a 1,600-acre private property in O’ahu’s 
Wai’anae mountain range. Located just a short drive from 

West O’ahu hotels and 
resorts, the hiking trail 
traverses a cool, shaded 
2,400-foot-elevation 
forest offering bird’s-
eye views of Honolulu 
and Nānākuli Valley. 
www.BikeHawaii.com

Embassy Suites 
by Hilton Oahu 
Kapolei

Stay four nights at 
the Embassy Suites by 
Hilton Oahu Kapolei 

and get your fourth night free. A minimum four-night 
stay is required to qualify for the offer, with your free night 
calculated as 25% off the hotel’s best available rate. Further 
discounts are available for Hilton Honors members. The 
offer is valid for all suite types based on hotel availability, 
and there is a 14-day booking window and 24-hour can-
cellation requirement. The offer is bookable through the 
hotel website, Global Distribution System, your preferred 
wholesaler or Online Travel Agency, and is valid for travel 
through December 31, 2022. www.OahuKapolei.Embassy-
SuitesByHilton.com

International Market Place
Situated in Waikīkī, the Queens Waikiki Luau at Inter-

national Market Place happens every Tuesday, Saturday 
and Sunday from 5 to 8 p.m., welcoming guests to enjoy 
dinner, bar access and interactive activities. Capped at 70 
attendees, the lū’au’s Polynesian revue from across the Pa-
cific includes music, song and the famed fire-knife dance. 
www.QueensWaikikiLuau.com

For More Information For More Information 
on Hawaii,on Hawaii,  > > CLICK HERE CLICK HERE 

http://www.gohawaii
http://www.monethonolulu.com/
http://www.BikeHawaii.com
http://www.OahuKapolei.Embassy-SuitesByHilton.com
http://www.OahuKapolei.Embassy-SuitesByHilton.com
http://www.QueensWaikikiLuau.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/hawaii/
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The Iowa Sports Foundation, 
founder and organizer of the 
Iowa Games, along with Iowa 
State University, Ames Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, and 
Catch Des Moines will host the 
2022 State Games of America July 
27-31, 2022. This is a multi-sport 
Olympic-style national event fea-
turing 45 sports including soccer, 
baseball, track and field, figure 
skating, pickleball, tennis, and 
other sports.

State Games medal winners 
(gold, silver, bronze) from across 
the nation will be competing. 
There are currently 30 states 
conducting or organizing state-
wide sports festivals known as 
State Games. The event is nor-
mally hosted every two years on 
the odd year. However, the 2021 
State Games were postponed due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The mission of the Iowa Games 

is to provide sports and recreation 
opportunities for all Iowans through 
Olympic-style festivals, events and 
programs. The Iowa Games is a pro-
gram of the Iowa Sports Foundation.

An estimated 6,000 out of state ath-
letes are expected to join the nearly 
13,000 Iowa Games participants.

All Iowans are eligible to partici-
pate in the State Games of America, 
along with Illinois and South Dako-

ta athletes as these states currently 
do not offer a state games. Athletes 
from qualifying states must receive 
or have received a gold, silver or 
bronze in their state games in 2019 
(after July 1), 2020, 2021 and 2022 
(before July 1). Any medalists from 
the 2019 State Games of America are 
eligible to compete in 2022 if they 
participate in their respective state 
games between July 1, 2019 and July 
1, 2022.

All spectators age 3 and above 
must pay daily admissions for the 
sports listed below. Ages 2 & under 
are free. You may purchase admis-
sion for one or more days of compe-
tition. Admission is $5/day. There are 
multiple ways to pay admission.

To purchase in advance online, 
visit https://events.clearthunder.com/
SGAADMISSIONS2022

Places to Go: 

State Games of America State Games of America 

https://events.clearthunder.com/
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For more on Iowa

 >Click Here

DYERSVILLE - You can’t talk about baseball in Iowa 
without mentioning the Field of Dreams Movie Site near 
Dyersville. The classic movie was filmed more than 20 
years ago, but visitors flock to the field each year. Bring a 
ball and glove and play a game of catch with your kids or 
just run the bases. Visit on a Ghost Player Sunday when 
costumed actors play a game. In 2017, the first floor of 
the home filmed in the movie was opened as a museum. 
“Go the distance” and visit this family century farm with 
a baseball diamond carved into its heart. Open 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m., tours must be booked in advance. If you build it, they 
will come. https://www.fieldofdreamsmoviesite.com/

NORWAY - Featuring the history of another movie made in Iowa, 
the Iowa Baseball Museum explains the history behind the 2006 film, 
The Final Season. The movie actually filmed in this town tells the 
story of the Norway baseball team’s 20th and final state high school 
baseball championship title. Along with exhibits of behind the 
scenes information, visitors can also view the movie. Open by ap-
pointment only at this time, for more information, visit http://www.
norwaybaseball.com/

Go, Do, SeeGo, Do, See Baseball -
 If We Build It, They Will Come 

https://www.fieldofdreamsmoviesite.com/
http://www
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/iowa/
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C O L O R A D O 
SPRINGS – The 
Pikes Peak Region 
Attractions Asso-
ciation (PPRAA) 
welcomes the U.S. 
Olympic & Paralym-
pic Museum to its 
organization.

With its opening in July 2020, the 
architecturally and technologically 
dazzling 60,000 square-foot muse-
um fittingly reflects the Pikes Peak 
Region’s palpable sports, fitness 
and wellness vibe with several 
galleries showcasing the enduring 
accomplishments of Team USA 
and Paralympic athletes. The re-
gion has long hosted Olympic and 
Paralympic athletes who travel to 
the region for high-altitude work-
outs beneath the backdrop of Pikes 
Peak – America’s Mountain.

“This is a powerhouse attrac-
tion that has drawn attention from 
around the world for its innovative 
design, accessibility and inclusivi-
ty as well as its fittingly triumphant 
‘wow’ factor,” said PK McPher-
son, executive director of Pikes 
Peak Region Attractions Associa-
tion. “With its addition, along with 
the many other distinctive – and in 
some cases, just plain quirky – mu-
seums here, the Pikes Peak Region 
is clearly a year-round, rain-snow-
or-shine destination for travelers. 
We are beyond excited to welcome 
the museum to our family of at-
tractions.”

The U.S. Olympic & Paralym-
pic Museum is the 29th member 
of Pikes Peak Region Attractions 
Association and its fifth museum. 
Other museums include the May 

Natural History Museum, Ghost 
Town Museum, Miramont Castle 
Museum and Western Museum 
of Mining and Discovery. PPRAA 
also includes the thematically in-
spirational and educational Pro-
Rodeo Hall of Fame and Space 
Foundation Discovery Center

Members also include outdoor 
recreation companies such as Echo 
Canyon River Expeditions and 
Adventures Out West; the historic 
towns of Cripple Creek, Manitou 
Springs and Old Colorado City; en-
tertainment venues including the 
Flying W Ranch Chuckwagon and 
Iron Springs Melodrama and Din-
ner Theatre; historic attractions in-
cluding Garden of the Gods Trad-
ing Post and Mollie Kathleen Gold 
Mine; and family fun destinations 
such as North Pole – Santa’s Work-
shop and Cheyenne Mountain 
Zoo. A complete listing of PPRA 
attractions is available here.

With PPRAA’s online tools from 
such as thematic itineraries, down-

loadable tickets and coupons, list-
ings of area lodging and restau-
rants, a free vacation planner and 
a blog, travelers can experience the 
Pikes Peak region with their ques-
tions answered and a plan in hand.

“There’s no doubt that the addi-
tion of a world-class facility like 
the U.S. Olympic & Paralympic 
Museum will enhance the attrac-
tiveness of the region and help 
us to continue to secure our place 
as an incomparable destination,” 
said McPherson.

PPRAA has promoted the region 
since the 1970s when a group of 
Colorado Springs-based tourism 
businesses banded together to 
market their attractions. For more 
information, visit www.pikes-
peak.com.

Places to Go:

U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Museum

For More on ColoradoFor More on Colorado

>Click Here>Click Here

http://www.pikespeak.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/colorado/


July, 2022 ~ ExtendedWeekendGetaways  | -93-

GRAND RAPIDS - TriMillen-
nium is a sprint and olympic 
distance triathlon, duathlon, 
and aquabike race hosted in the 
beautiful Millennium Park. Join 
us for our kid’s mini-tri and the 
adult sprint, olympic, and olym-
pic tri relay distances on July 30.  

This year marks the 10th year 
for this event and it was time 
for a change. TriMillennium 
has historically been one of the 
favorites in West Michigan, 
attracting both local and out-of-
town athletes. After taking 2018 
off, the TriMillennium is excited 
to be back for 2019 to compli-
ment the fantastic race commu-
nity here in Michigan.

Located on the edge of Grand 
Rapids, TriMillennium is easily 
accessible with ample parking at 

the park. Athletes and spectators 
alike will enjoy this race.

Whether you are a brand new 
athlete or a seasoned veteran, 
TriMillennium is a great race 
for you. The shallow waters of 
Millenium Park offer pleasant 
and calm water. And our flat a 
fast bike and run courses make 
TriMillennium a great option for 
your “A” race, your first race, or 
anywhere in between.

For you elite athletes we will 
offer an elite wave that will send 
off several minutes before the 
rest of the pack. This wave is 
meant for experienced triathletes 
that want to compete with others 
of similar ability without inter-
fering with the newer athletes. 
There is no cost to participate, 
just respond accordingly during 

registration. Please use discre-
tion when considering if this is 
for you.

Injured and can’t run? No 
worries! TriMillennium includes 
an aquabike option for both dis-
tances.

Terrified of the swim? Good 
news for you… we also have 
a duathlon for our sprint and 
olympic distances.

Have a few of you that want 
to participate together. Great! 
Relay options are also availa-
ble. Racing is always more fun 
with friends. There really is not 
a good reason NOT to do this 
race!

Go Do See:Go Do See:

Millennium TriathlonMillennium Triathlon

For more on Michigan 

> Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/michigan/
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EVELETH - The Unit-
ed States Hockey Hall 
of Fame was established 
in 1973 with the goal of 
preserving the history of 
ice hockey in the United 
States while recognizing 
the extraordinary contri-
butions of select players, 
coaches, administrators, 
officials and teams.

The United States 
Hockey Hall of Fame 
was dedicated in 1973 as 
the “National Shrine of 
American Hockey”, to be 
America’s hockey show-
place to honor the leg-
ends of the game with the 
“Great Wall of Fame” of 
Enshrinees, and to pre-
serve the precious mem-
ories of ice hockey in the 
United States. To date, 
the Hall has honored 173 
members and four teams 
who have contributed to 
the success and promo-
tion of American hockey. 
In May 2007, an agree-
ment between the Hall 
and USA Hockey was 
established whereas USA 
Hockey will take over the 
Induction process and the Hall’s 
official name will now become 
the “United States Hockey Hall 
of Fame Museum.

Give Eveleth credit for persis-
tence. In 1995 it unveiled what it 
called the World’s Largest Hock-
ey Stick in a downtown vacant 
lot. Weighing over three tons, 107 
feet long, it was a source of civic 
pride -- until it was learned that 
a town in British Columbia had 

a hockey stick 205 feet long. To 
make matters worse, Eveleth’s 
stick began to crack and had to be 
taken down in 2001, a dark year 
for “Hockeytown USA.”

But the town didn’t give up. It 
learned that Canada’s “hockey 
stick” wasn’t a real stick at all, just 
a wooden sculpture bolted to the 
side of a building. Then, in 2002, 
Eveleth transformed the vacant 
lot into “Hockey Plaza” and un-

veiled a new hockey stick, 
three feet longer and 3,000 
pounds heavier than the 
first one.  The “Big Stick” 
stands 110 feet tall and 
weights 700 pouns. It is 
poised as if it’s about to 
slap the world’s largest 
hockey puck, which is  
equally impressive  laying 
right beside it. 

 Eveleth politely calls 
it the World’s Largest 
Free-Standing Hockey 
Stick, but in its heart be-
lieves that it’s the largest 
stick, period. 

Its location is very easy 
to find when you get off 
the interstate, and there 
are easy signs to spot for 
the big stick. There’s a 
display board that gives 
an interesting history of 
U.S. hockey, and across the 
street there’s a building 
with a mural of hockey 
players.

Hockey is one of the most 
popular sports in Min-
nesota. Every year, more 
than 135,000 fans gather at 
the Xcel Energy Center for 

the Minnesota Boys State Hockey 
Tournament. 

For more on Minnesota 
>Click Here

Hockey Hall of FameHockey Hall of Fame

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/minnesota/
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The Rock Aqua Jays are returning 
to  bring the fun to Traxler Park 
through August 10.

Catch the high-flying, splish-splashing Rock Aqua 
Jays Water Ski Team to at Traxler Park! Watch them 
all season long on Wednesday and Sunday evenings, 
Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day. For 
exciting tournament action be sure to catch the Mer-
cury Open Water Ski Show Tournament and Rock 
River Night Jump Tournament, June 25.

Watch the twenty-one-time National Champion 
team hone their performance at the beautiful Traxler 
Park stadium. Enjoy pyramids, ballet, jumping and 
barefoot water skiing. The show features perform-
ers of all ages and skill levels. Admission is free and 
concessions are available. No shows on tournament 
weekends. Shows are dependent upon water and 
weather conditions. Performances take place twice 
weekly on Wednesdays and Sundays from Memori-
al Day weekend through Labor Day. Shows begin at 

7 PM through mid-August and at 6:30 PM through 
the remainder of the season.

Cost:  Free Admission (Free Parking)
Location: Traxler Park - 600 N Main St - Janesville, 

WI 53545
Categorized as: Spectator Sports
Each show between June 8 and 8/10 is from 7-8 

p.m. See the website for specific dates.  

The most successful water ski show team in the 
world with over 60 total tournament victories in-
cluding 20 U.S. National Championships. We per-
form twice-weekly water ski shows on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings from Memorial Day weekend 
through Labor Day weekend at RAJ Stadium on the 
Rock River at Traxler Park in Janesville, Wisconsin. 
Our shows provide a platform for teaching members 
and the general public about safe boating and wa-
ter-skiing techniques.

For more on Wisconsin

> Click Here

People to SeePeople to See

Rock Aqua JaysRock Aqua Jays

t

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/wisconsin/
https://youtu.be/Wcr10HXOYvw
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https://www.ghostlymanor.com



