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Let the celebrations begin! After a two-year 
hiatus of canceled concerts, art shows, fairs 
and festivals, the public is now more than 
ever ready to get out and go. 

Communities across the United States are 
announcing reopenings on a daily basis and 
events are returning to the calendars. I, for 
one, am so very glad. I have cleaned the closets one too many 
times, watched all reruns more than twice on television and 
tried every recipe imaginable from A to Z on google and col-
lected recipe boxes on my shelf. 

But alas, I do not “Want” to clean, don’t “LIKE” to cook, and 
have already memorized every “Go ahead, make my day!” line 
there is. Therefore, I’ve been busy the past few weeks traveling, 
planning to travel, packing and repacking the suitcase to con-
tinue my adventures.  

 Since this publication’s beginning, June has always been 
such a fun issue as we covered local, regional, and even nation-
al festival events. Before magazine days - and newspaper days, 
I freelanced some and wrote a series about festivals originating 
as far back as Bible days. The major festivals of Old Testament 
Israel were, in calendar order, Passover, Unleavened Bread, 
Firstfruits, the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), the Feast of Trum-
pets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Booths (Tabernac-
les or Ingathering)  

So the festival tradition continues and as you can see by our 
cover, there are 84 listed and that really is only a tip of the 
iceburg.  So let’s dig in and choose which places we want to go 
next, what we want to do and who we want to see. Above all, 
make sure you are “HAVING FUN!”

Up Close:Up Close:  
From the Editor

Which festival event catches your 
interest? The destination, activitiy, 
food or music style that entices you 
to attend. Share your answer with us 
>HERE and get the chance to win a 
weekend getaway for the family. 

Cover Photo:

Kathy Barnett 
Editor - in - Chief

The Weekender Extended Magazine is Pub-
lished Monthly by BarnettPRO Publishing
Corp. 15 East Main St., Shiloh, OH
P.O. Box 96, Shiloh, OH 44878
Branch office: 1515 W. 3rd, Sedalia, Mo 65301
PHONE; 419-687-0002 
 Email: info@barnettpro.com

Publisher - Michael D. Arnold
mike@barnettpro.com
Managing Editor- Kathy Barnett
kathy@barnettpro.com
Technical Director- Norman Reed
Norm@weekenderextended.com

         editor@weekenderextended.com      
Places to Go Editor: Sheeree Oney
Places to Go Team: Rebecca Embry
                                   Samantha Bradley
                               
Things to Do Editor: Kandy Derden
Things to Do Team: Geremy Sowash
                                   Beth Cantrell
                Jake McFarlin
People to See Editor: Lisa Garcia
People to See Team:   Lisa Brant
                                      Angie Offenburger
Sports Editor: Duane Duchesne
      
Visit our Website for event 
coverage between regular issues at 
www.WeekenderExtended.com

Subscriptions are FREE! 
Submit name and email address HERE and 

also be entered in our drawing for a FREE 
weekend getaway! 

Copyright 2022 by BarnettPRO Publishing 
All rights reserved. Reproductions of any 
material from this issue is expressly forbidden 
without permission of the publisher. Adver-
tisements in this publication do not necessar-
ily carry the endorsement of the publishing 
company.

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/contact-us/
mailto:info@barnettpro.com
mailto:mike@barnettpro.com
mailto:kathy@barnettpro.com
mailto:Norm@weekenderextended.com
mailto:editor@weekenderextended.com
http://www.WeekenderExtended.com


-6- | EXTENDEDWEEKENDGETAWAYS.COM  ~ June, 2022

vacations and more time spent outdoors in warmer weather

Affiliated with ShareASale/Skimlinks
Pack your bags in style with Nokona! If you grew up 

playing baseball, chances are your leather ball glove was 
made by Nokona. This same company, known for quality 
and American craftsmanship, is now using baseball glove 
leather for travel products such as duffle bags, back-
packs, and dopp kits for men and women. Everything 
is handmade by the brand here in the U.S. and is highly 
customizable. Customers love the unique leathers and 
heritage associated with the brand’s offerings.

Prices: $85.00+         
 https://dnavibe.com/buy-now/

Nokona Leather Goods

Travel MusT Haves for suMMer

Waterless Mineral Sun Stick by Attitude

Moroccan Shopping Basket Backpack

This is the first plastic-free and waterless  mineral 
sun stick created in time for summer outdoors, warmer 
weather. This lightweight, clear  sunscreen stick is easy 
to apply and messfree, leaving no heavy white residue. 
It is vegan and coral-reef friendly, hypoallergenic and 
dermatologically tested.  There is even a scentfree tinted 
stick for those with pale skin. The entire family can 
enjoy tropical and floral scents offerings with unscented 
face and body stick options also offered. FREE SHIP-
PING on your order with the promo code SUMMER.

Price: $19.95   
https://attitudeliving.com/pages/mineral-sunscreen 

-sticks

By Verve Culture, carry your beach towels, 
sunscreen and snacks hands free, or ride your 
bike to the beach with ease with Verve Cul-
ture’s Moroccan shopping basket backpack! 
Fashion meets practicality in their beautiful 
woven Moroccan Basket Backpack. The straps 
fit comfortably over the shoulders, and can be 
adjusted in two places for security. An interior 
pull cord and lining help keep your treasures 
secure.

Price: $75.00
https://verveculture.com/

https://dnavibe.com/buy-now/
https://attitudeliving.com/pages/mineral-sunscreen
https://verveculture.com/
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vacations and more time spent outdoors in warmer weather

Travel MusT Haves for suMMer

Cocofomm is a zero-waste personal care brand that 
delivers dehydrated, salon-quality powdered goods in 
100% compostable pouches. This is a  no-spill / light-
weight solution for traveling. It could eliminate 80 bil-
lion personal care bottles and drastically reduce global 
carbon emissions. Super lightweight, just store it in 
any container (like a spice shaker). Sprinkle, swirl with 
water, lather. It’s $12/pouch (~30 washes) and afforda-
bility means more people can get onboard with being 
plastic-free.

Price: $12 pouch / Good for 30 washes.  
a no-spill / lightweight solution for traveling

Stay up and dance the night away with The Patch 
Brand’s vitamin-infused patches!

With powerful ingredients such as Taurine, Green Tea, 
Vitamin B3, B5 and B6, their Energy patch is perfect for 
our fast-paced lifestyles. Unlike gummies and pills that 
only partially absorb into your system, this clean and 
simple alternative releases 100% of your vitamins over 
24 hours via a small, discrete patch. The brand launched 
in August and is quickly making its mark in the health 
and wellness industry with five vitamin patches target-
ing sleep, focus, stress, energy and immunity.

Price: $12/box (15 patches per box)
Available on Amazon

The perfect gift for your grill master dad! This
HeatShield Protective BBQ Glove from Proud Grill 

provides outstanding, reliable protection built with 
heat-resistant Kevlar® and constructed in France. The 
Kevlar® fiber, wool liner, and long split leather cuff 
provide outstanding heat  protection for the hand, 
wrist, and arm. EN407 certified to handle 250°C/482°F

for 15 seconds and internally tested up to 500°C/932°F 
for eight seconds. One size fits either hand.

Price: $9.99
Available on amazon.com
https://proudgrill.com/heatshield-bbq-glove/

Tramboline by JAKKS Pacific, Inc.

HeatShield Protective BBQ Glove

The Patch Brand 

https://proudgrill.com/heatshield-bbq-glove/
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RV travel can be enhanced 
with furry friends but there 
are some extra considera-
tions when pets are part of 
the posse. We checked in 
with four pet owners to get 
their road-proven tips as 
they travel the country in 
their Fleetwood RV®, Holi-
day Rambler®, and Ameri-
can Coach® motorhomes.

Cat and Dog Tips from 
the Grateful Glamper

For the past four years, 
Charity and Ben DeVries 
have been enjoying RV life 
with their family of “sev-
en” in a 2004 Fleetwood RV 
Discovery® 39J. Their fam-
ily includes two children, a 
large dog, and two cats. On a reg-
ular basis, the husband-and-wife 
team share widely popular videos 
documenting the ups and downs 
of RV living on their Grateful 
Glamper website and social media 
channels.

“One of the things we love 
about our Discovery is it’s built 
for cargo. That’s an absolute must 
when you’re carrying around a 
pet crate, cat litter, and food for 
a Great Pyrenees and two cats,” 
says Charity.

To maximize cargo efficiency, 
the Grateful Glamper suggests 
buying food in bulk and stow-
ing the bags underneath in the 
luggage compartment. Daily pet 
food can be stored in plastic cereal 
containers for easy accessibility 
and feeding. Other tips from the 
Grateful Glamper include: 

A spill proof water bowl is a 
must and can be used by all of the 
pets.

A top entry litter box helps pre-
vent littler tracking and keeps the 
dog from nosing around the cats’ 
business.

Know where your cats are be-
fore you put the slides in or out!

Know where the closest emer-
gency vet is located. VCA has a 
network of veterinary hospitals in 
46 states and five Canadian prov-
inces.

Get a Waggle RV Pet Tempera-
ture Monitor. The system sends 
texts or emails with alerts about 
any potentially unsafe conditions 
for your pet. The best part is no 
Wi-Fi is needed since it uses cellu-
lar data.

Bring Fido is a great web-
site that will help you find 
dog-friendly locations. 

Identify and close any inte-
rior “holes” that cats might be 
tempted to explore.  

“We learned the last tip 
the hard way. After a day 
of travel, we pulled into our 
campground and heard a faint 
meow. KitKat had found a 
gap at the front of the RV and 
had been sitting on the gener-
ator the entire time we were 
driving that day. She was just 
fine but it was another lesson 
learned,” says Charity. 

The Grateful Glamper has 
two YouTube videos on trave-
ling with pets. The first video 

shares five tips for RV life with 
pets and the second includes 10 
tips and products that make travel 
with pets easier.

Dog Tips from Gaston 
and Sven’s Dad
Scott and Sophia Murray have 

owned a 2016 Holiday Rambler 
Endeavor® 40DP for a little more 
than a year. The Murrays, along 
with Golden Retrievers Gaston 
and Sven and their cat Holly 
Hox, typically hit the road twice a 
month and plan to start full-time 
RVing this July. To follow Gaston 
and Sven on their travels, check 
out GastonTheGolden on Insta-
gram.

The Murray’s tips include: 
Know your dog and what their 

tolerances are. Remember, your 
dog is now traveling and being 

Tips for Traveling With Your Pets 
Recommended by the American Coach® Brand
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introduced to new experiences 
and situations they’re not familiar 
with.

Take time to train your dogs. If 
they’re not well behaved at home, 
they definitely won’t be well 
behaved in new environments.
Know how your dog interacts 
with new people and new dogs. 
Don’t assume every person or dog 
you encounter is nice 
and wants to have a 
positive interaction with 
your dog. 

If your dog is aggres-
sive or reactive, don’t 
create situations that 
will put them in close 
contact with other dogs. 
You should also be sure 
to over communicate 
your need for space 
from others.Plan activ-
ities that include your 
dogs.

Make sure you’re up 
to date on vaccinations, 
flea and tick protec-
tion, and heartworm 
prevention. Bring doc-
umentation from your 
vet just in case you need 
to provide it to a camp-
ground. 

“If your dog is al-
lowed on your couch or bed at 
home, plan for that in  your mo-
torhome,” says Scott. “Gaston and 
Sven love to sprawl out on the 
floor wherever we are, whether 
that’s at home or in the motor-
home. Because of that, we made 

sure we found a motorhome with 
a king bed, expandable sectional 
couch, and opposing slide outs. 
We didn’t want to feel like we 
were constantly walking through 
an obstacle course when we were 
traveling with them.”  

Cat Tips from Wendy 
Gaynor

At age 72, Wendy Gaynor is hap-

py traveling the country solo in 
her 43’ American Eagle® luxury 
motorhome from American Coach 
along with her three cats – Cleoca-
tra, Zipper, and Miranda.

Gaynor’s tips include: 

Microchip your pet. If a cat 
gets out at a fuel stop or a camp-
ground, the microchip may be the 
only way to identify the kitty at a 

shelter if he or she is lost. 
When entering or 

leaving the motorhome, 
stomp your feet or make 
some sort of noise to 
make sure the cats aren’t 
at the door waiting to bolt 
out. 

Consider a collar with 
bells on it so you can 
find your cats more eas-
ily when they’re moving 
around the RV.

When ou’re getting 
ready to travel, give them 
plenty of water but just a 
little bit of food.

When traveling, remem-
ber that cats are not tour-
ists. They do not need to 
see the scenery and would 
rather be in their own 
small, cozy space. Make 
their cat carrier warm and 
inviting by putting a tow-
el or blanket in it.

It’s not safe if a cat runs 
across the dash or is trying to sit 
on your lap while you’re driving 
so a cat carrier is the best place for 
them when the coach is in motion.
Stop every few hours. Give your 
cats some attention and time to 
use the litter box and drink their 

Tips for Traveling With Your Pets 
Recommended by the American Coach® Brand By Monica Baer 

https://www.herandhimsel.com

https://www.herandhimsel.com
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water.

Dog Tips from the Ad-
venturtunity Family

The Adventurtunity Family has 
been on the road full time since 
September 2020 in a 2017 Holiday 
Rambler Vacationer® 36H. The 
family includes mom Kristi, dad 
Spencer, five-year-old son Kade, 
and Ruko Blu, an 18-month-old 
Golden Retriever.

The Adventurtunity Family’s 
tips include: 

Always double check that camp-
grounds are pet friendly. Most are 
but some don’t allow big dogs or 
dogs at all.

Check the dog rules for national 
and state parks in advance since 
you may need to leave your fluffy 
friend at home. There’s an NPS 
app or visit the NPS website for 
all the details.

On travel days, keep everything 
your pet needs within easy access.

Invest in a collapsible impact 
crate that can be easily stored flat 
when not in use.

“Some people may be appre-
hensive to travel, especially full 
time with a large dog, but our 
Vacationer provides us ample 
space to all live comfortably,” 
says Kristi. “We put Ruko’s water 
and food bowls under the dinette 
and we store his food and treats 
in one of the large drawers under 
the dinette couches. We have a 
large bed for him in front of the 
fireplace and even have room for 
a 40” collapsible crate that we 
can put in the front or back of the 
coach.”

For 2023 model news and travel 
tips and ideas, visit FleetwoodRV.
com, HolidayRambler.com, and 
AmericanCoach.com.

About REV Recreation 
Group, Inc.

REV Recreation Group, Inc. is 
a REV Group® subsidiary and 
a leading manufacturer of Class 
A Gas and Diesel recreational 
vehicle brands. This company 

has one of the best and longest 
standing distribution networks 
in the industry and boasts some 
of the industry’s most recognized 
and iconic brand names such as 
American Coach®, Fleetwood 
RV®, and Holiday Rambler®. 
Headquartered in Decatur, IN, 
which is also its principal manu-
facturing location, it operates two 
state-of-the-art service and repair 
centers and a genuine parts online 
warehouse

Travel with Pets . . . Cont. 

Kade Stevens and Ruko Blu snuggle together 
in front of the electric fireplace in the family’s 37’ 
Vacationer.  
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https://www.christmasexpo.com/
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This season, travelers can choose their own Sum-
mer of Adventure from a host of offers from the 
leading hospitality company’s marquee portfolio. 
Whether music lovers are looking to dance the night 
away or family vacations are in order, there’s plenty 
to inspire this summer.

In addition to numerous adventure packages, sev-
eral resort properties have curated local activities for 
guests that want to get even more out of their sum-
mer vacations. Adventurers can enjoy weekly enter-
tainment at the stunning Turtle Bay Resort in Ha-
waii, party on the barge with Margaritaville in Texas 
or welcome kids to Camp On-A-Lake at The Abbey 
Resort in Wisconsin. A full list of summer adventure 
activities can be found on the Summer of Adventure 
website.

Northeast Dog Adventures
Travelers can get ready to vacation with their 

four-legged friend right on the Coast of Maine at 
Spruce Point Inn in Boothbay Harbor. With over 50 
acres to run around, miles of trails to explore, and 
sparkling ocean water to splash in, there’s no short-
age of opportunities for furry friends and visitors. 
Whether dining together on the Grandview Deck, or 
out exploring the nearby pet-friendly attractions (in-
cluding shops, cruises, Boothbay Region Land Trust 
Preserves, museums and more), travelers will create 
oceanside memories that’ll last a lifetime. Plus, the 
pups will receive house-made treats, a bandana and 
dog bowl during their adventure.

Additional northwest adventures include: A Bed 
& Brew package for the craft beer enthusiast at The 
Essex, Vermont’s Culinary Resort & Spa in Burling-
ton; The Heldrich’s Summer in the City package in 
New Brunswick, New Jersey with up to 22% savings 
on accommodations; and three adventures from 
The Equinox Resort & Spa in Manchester, Vermont: 

unlimited golf and preferred tee times, the ultimate 
Land Rover Reach the Summit Experience complete 
with a gourmet picnic lunch for two or catch the 
Orvis Fly Fishing Experience including tickets to the 
American Museum of Fly Fishing.

Southeast Retreat Sensations
Those seeking a woodland retreat can nestle into 

Virginia’s The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center 
after an adventurous day spent on the mountain 
trails or downtown Roanoke. As part of the Hiker’s 
Rejuvenation Package, the Salt Sanctuary Foot Soak 
with handmade, aromatic minerals is a blissful cap 
to the day.

Additional southeast adventures include: exclusive 
savings off retail rates and a $50 nightly spending 
credit at Bellwether Beach Resort in St. Pete, Flori-
da; Jimmy B’s Summer Getaway package complete 
with a $25 nightly credit at The Beachcomber Hotel; 
Stonewall Resort’s stay more, save more package 
offering 20% savings on three-night stays and 15% 
savings on two-night stays in Roanoke, West Virgin-
ia; Operation Summer Vacation at Sanderling Resort 
in Duck, North Carolina featuring a 15% prepay 
savings and $100 credit towards food and bever-
age or spa; and the Treasured Summer Getaway at 
Costa d’Este Beach Resort & Spa complete with a $50 
nightly resort credit, watersports rentals and sunrise 
yoga classes in Vero Beach, Florida.

Cruising Through the Midwest
On their ‘Check-In and Cruise’ package, guests 

staying at The Abbey Resort can take in a guided 
tour of the east end of Geneva Lake in Fontana, 
Wisconsin from one of Lake Geneva Cruise Line’s 
beautiful fleet of boats. Upon return, guests can use 
their $50 dining credit toward a delicious farm-to-
fork dinner in 240 West overlooking the harbor, try 

Summer Adventure at Benchmark ReSummer Adventure at Benchmark Resortssorts
Discover the World and find fun this summer with season-

al vacation offers by Benchmark Resorts & Hotels. Enjoy up 
to $300 in Resort credit on summer adventure travel and ex-
plore local culture fit for music lovers, foodies, and kids. 
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local flavors in a casual setting at Waterfront, or 
have their meal delivered to the room to dine on 
their balcony or patio. Guests can also access all the 
resort amenities like day lounging by the indoor 
or outdoor pool or catching a movie in Immersion 
Cinema.

Southwest Summer Savings
Summers are made at Margaritaville Lake Resort 

in Montgomery, Texas. For travelers with children, 
kids will love splashing around the resort’s 3.5-
acre water park, playing putt putt at Parrot Island 
Mini Golf and participating in a variety of activities 
throughout the day such as hole-in-one challenges 
and dive-in movies at the pool. Plus, the longer the 
stay the greater the discount on accommodations, 
ranging from 10%-20% in savings.

Additional southwest adventures include: 20% 
savings at The Texas A&M Hotel; Rise Uptown’s 
book early and save 20% offer in Phoenix; and end-
less summer savings at La Cantera Resort & Spa in 
San Antonio, offering a stay more, save more dis-
count ranging from 10%-20% savings.

Western Rock Concerts
Guests will enjoy an evening under the stars and 

under the show lights at Lake 
Arrowhead Village’s 2022 Summer 
Concert Series. Just minutes from 
the Lake Arrowhead Resort & Spa 
in California, overnight guests who 
book the Concert Series Enhance-
ment package will have exclusive 
access to VIP tables at this year’s 
most sought-after tribute band 
concerts.

Additional western adventures 
include: stay longer and enjoy 
greater savings at Washington 
State’s Skamania Lodge who is 
offering $169 accommodations 
a night, plus half-off upgraded 
rooms; complimentary welcome 
drinks at Benchmark’s newest 
location, Riverhouse on the De-
schutes in Bend, Oregon; up to 30% 

savings on extended stays at YOTELPAD Park City 
in Utah, plus two electric bike rentals during the 
stay; the Woodinville, Washington Willows Lodge 
‘Yes Way Rose’ summer package complete with a 
$50 restaurant credit, local bottle of rosé and com-
plimentary wine tote; enjoy a four-course dinner in 
partnership with local food and wine vendors, plus 
stay the night for exclusive savings at Chaminade 
Resort & Spa in Santa Cruz; and a $100 dining credit 
plus a $200 resort credit and welcome wine pour all 
part of the Garden of the Gods Resort & Club sum-
mer getaway package in Colorado Springs, Colora-
do.

Indulgent Island Experiences
Additional island experiences include: extra sav-

ings up to 20% when guests stay longer at Turtle 
Bay Resort in Oahu, Hawaii.

Benchmark Resorts & Hotels’ summer adventures 
getaway offers can be booked online. Blackout dates and 
restrictions may apply, and reservations are subject to 
availability and resort-specific booking windows. Full 
promotion details are available on the website at bench-
markresortsandhotels.com.

By Jenna Bush
Assistant Account Executive
Mower.comSummer Adventure at Benchmark ReSummer Adventure at Benchmark Resortssorts

https://www.benchmarkresortsandhotels.com


-14- | EXTENDEDWEEKENDGETAWAYS.COM  ~ June, 2022

Rides on the Mighty 
Midway. Animal-call-
ing competitions. 
Fireworks. Funnel 
cake. Kettle corn. 
You’ll find all these 
things, and more, 
at most every fair-
ground. But a few 
fairs—we picked 
five—broke the mold 
with their innova-
tions, which turned 
into longstanding 
traditions.

1. Big Tex—State Fair of Texas Dallas, 
Sept. 26-Oct. 19

bigtex.com

The 75-gallon-hat-wearing, 55-foot-tall cowboy 
statue and official greeter of the annual State Fair 
of Texas began in 1949 as a Santa Claus statue, 
commissioned by the local chamber of commerce 
to drum up Christmas shopping in Kerens, Texas. 
Then, in 1951, former fair president R.L. Thornton 
purchased the statue for $750 and hired a Dal-
las artist to transform Santa into a giant cowboy. 
Hence, Big Tex, who has stood watch over fairgoers 
ever since.

“The fair has softened his looks over the years,” 
says fair spokeswoman Sue Gooding, 60, noting 
the nose job, the addition of a mechanical arm that 
waves, and installation of the remote speaker sys-
tem that gives voice to the towering Texan. At age 
50, his temples were painted gray. An electrical 
fire destroyed much of Big Tex in 2012, but a taller, 
heavier and stronger version returned to anchor the 
fairgrounds last year.

2. Butter Cow—Iowa State Fair Des 
Moines, Aug. 7-17

iowastatefair.org

It’s like but-
ter. Only more 
so. For over a 
century, 600 
pounds of 
butter were 
transformed 
into a perfectly 
sculpted cow 
by way of tools 
mostly found 
in the common 
kitchen and 
by a sculptor’s 
hands, and 

served as the proud symbol of the Iowa State Fair.

Always kept behind glass inside a refrigerated 
room kept at a cool 40 degrees, the fair’s first but-
tery bovine, commissioned to promote Iowa’s dairy 
industry, was sculpted by J.K. Daniels in 1911. Four 
other sculptors, who take an average of five days to 
build the animal’s frame out of wood, metal, wire 
and steel mesh before layering on the butter, have 
maintained the tradition ever since.

 3. ClassicCoaster—Washington State Fair 
Puyallup, Sept. 5-21

thefair.com

Since 1935, the Classic Coaster—the only re-
maining wooden fairground roller coaster in the 
United States—has been thrilling fairgoers with its 
steel-railed dips and turns. Soaring 55 feet above 
the Washington State Fair midway, the coaster was 
originally built of Douglas fir beams, carried to the 
grounds on horse-drawn wagons and hoisted into 
place with a Model A Ford. Claim to fame: Dozens 
of couples entering a radio station’s annual wed-
ding contest have said “I do” while taking its clicki-
ty-clackity plunge.

4. ProntoPups—MinnesotaStateFair St. 
Paul, Aug. 21-Sept. 1

mnstatefair.org

Five Things to Love About Going to the FairFive Things to Love About Going to the Fair
Pronto Pups—plump hot dogs dressed in crispy 

cornmeal-fried batter—have been luring hungry peo-
ple to the Minnesota State Fair since 1947.

“Pronto Pups were the first hot food ever presented 
to fairgoers on a stick,” says Pronto Pups franchise 
owner Gregg Karnis, 60, of Becker, Minn., whose 
late father, Jack, first introduced the tasty treat. Some 
110 tons of batter—the original recipe remains un-
changed—and nearly 22 tons of hot dogs are used to 
make the tens of thousands of Pronto Pups consumed 
at the Minnesota fairgrounds annually.

5. Giant Cabbage Contest—Alaska State 
Fair Palmer, Aug. 21-Sept. 1

alaskastatefair.org

Blame it on summertime’s 24 hours of daylight. 
Alaska, the nation’s largest state, boasts fertile 
ground and grows some seriously oversized pro-
duce. The giant cabbage contest was introduced at 
the Alaska State Fair in 1941, five years after 203 gov-
ernment-selected families settled the fertile Matanus-
ka- Susitna Valley and celebrated the first state fair.

The manager of the Alaska Railroad sponsored the 
first contest and awarded Max Sherrod a $25 prize 
for his 23-pound winning entry. Scott Robb, 2012’s 
winner, won a $2,000 prize and set a Guinness World 
Record with his nearly 138-pound whopper.

The rides are a blast. The animal exhibits? Oh so 

https://www.bigtex.com
https://www.iowastatefair.org
https://thefair.com
https://mnstatefair.org
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Pronto Pups—plump hot dogs dressed in crispy 
cornmeal-fried batter—have been luring hungry peo-
ple to the Minnesota State Fair since 1947.

“Pronto Pups were the first hot food ever presented 
to fairgoers on a stick,” says Pronto Pups franchise 
owner Gregg Karnis, 60, of Becker, Minn., whose 
late father, Jack, first introduced the tasty treat. Some 
110 tons of batter—the original recipe remains un-
changed—and nearly 22 tons of hot dogs are used to 
make the tens of thousands of Pronto Pups consumed 
at the Minnesota fairgrounds annually.

5. Giant Cabbage Contest—Alaska State 
Fair Palmer, Aug. 21-Sept. 1

alaskastatefair.org

Blame it on summertime’s 24 hours of daylight. 
Alaska, the nation’s largest state, boasts fertile 
ground and grows some seriously oversized pro-
duce. The giant cabbage contest was introduced at 
the Alaska State Fair in 1941, five years after 203 gov-
ernment-selected families settled the fertile Matanus-
ka- Susitna Valley and celebrated the first state fair.

The manager of the Alaska Railroad sponsored the 
first contest and awarded Max Sherrod a $25 prize 
for his 23-pound winning entry. Scott Robb, 2012’s 
winner, won a $2,000 prize and set a Guinness World 
Record with his nearly 138-pound whopper.

The rides are a blast. The animal exhibits? Oh so 

cute. But no visit to a state fair is complete without 
a slice of delectable, overstuffed pie. Every state fair 
offers its own variety of pie baking contests, often 
celebrating (what else?) the best local fare.

In Georgia, peach pie is a sure bet. Michigan’s got 
its cherries. Idaho is known for potatoes, but when it 
comes to pie, wild huckleberries take the cake.

Here’s a few official state pies to be sure to sample 
at each corresponding fair:

Blueberry (Maine)
Apple (Vermont)
Key Lime Pie (Florida)
Sugar Cream Pie (Indiana)
Boston Cream Pie (Massachusetts)*

*Actually the official state dessert, but it’s technical-
ly a cake.

https://alaskasttefair.org


-16- | EXTENDEDWEEKENDGETAWAYS.COM  ~ June, 2022

II 
bought a new purse.  

It sounds simple 
enough, but finding the 
perfect handbag is hard 
work.  One must consid-
er the style, color, size, 

functionality and don’t forget the 
personality of the user.

Recently, I noticed how my 
faithful companion of several 
years was showing signs of age, 
not to mention extreme wear.  
As a result, I decided to start 
shopping, knowing it could take 
a several weeks, and possibly a 
few months to find that perfect 
replacement.

To my surprise, I found it on 
the second day of looking.  I 
saw it on the display rack.  Then 
I heard it beckon to me while 
hanging from the top row of 
hooks.  While reaching for it, my 
fingers began to twitch in antic-
ipation of exploring all the sec-
tions.  

Even though my mind was 
already made up, I investigat-
ed each feature.  I wanted to be 
sure because in my case, a purse 
becomes a family member just 
like my car.  I’m not fickle.  Once 
I make a selection, I stick with it 
for a longtime.  

This was not always so.  In col-
lege, I had a tendency to change 
my handbag almost as often as 
my shoes.  Besides matching the 
shoes, the only benefit was keep-
ing all the clutter cleaned out.  I 

still have a few of those purses.  
I’ve given thought to removing 
them from my closet since they 
are no longer used.  But I think 
I’ve found a new use for them.  
It has been suggested that for a 
purse without enough sections, 
use smaller pouches to keep 
everything organized.  With age, 
my purses are getting larger and 
some of the totes I used as purs-
es are so small, they now can be 
used as inner pockets.

With this particular new purse, 
that won’t be necessary because 
it has plenty of pockets – 12 to be 
exact.  Imagine my surprise when 
I checked the receipt and noticed 
it was listed as a hobo bag.  Now 
correct me if I’m wrong, but isn’t 
the concept of a hobo bag de-
rived from transients placing all 
their possessions on a cloth and 
tying up the corners to be slung 
over a pole or stick?  This type of 
container didn’t have dividers or 
pockets.  But this new purse sure 
does.  This poses a new problem:  

placing all my critical ‘stuff’ in 
the best pocket.  It only took me 
three days to get this done, but 
when I got finished, I needed a 
map to find everything.  Howev-
er, even with a roadmap, I spend 
a considerable amount of time 
looking for things.  

We are going on vacation soon.  
This is one of my designated 
times to clean out my purse.  The 
primary purpose is motivated 
by knowing I have to carry it all 
day, unlike work days when it 
stays tucked safely out of sight 
in my desk.  I also do it if I am 
going to be spending a day doing 
something like visiting an amuse-
ment park, zoo or fair.  Those are 
the days when I realize just how 
heavy coins are.  And hand sani-
tizer.  Sunblock.  Daily prescrip-
tions to be taken at a time when I 
won’t be home.  Bottled water for 
washing down the above-men-
tioned meds can be exhausting to 
carry, even if they are the small 
bottles.  Don’t forget the portable 

Things to DoThings to Do
Cleaning out the Purse For Summer Vacation
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Things to DoThings to Do
Cleaning out the Purse For Summer Vacation

By Kandy Derden
Things to Do Editor

snacks required when meds must 
be taken with food.    

When I need to lighten the load 
a bit for just one day, I remove all 
extra pens and notepads, all extra 
lipsticks, tissues, nailfiles, granola 
bars, umbrella, spare socks and 
calendar. 

This leaves me with sunglasses, 
chapstick, wallet, comb, phone 
and keys, one pen and notepad, 
three tissues, one bandaid and 
for the past two years, a mask.  
This allows room for souvenirs or 
whatever everyone hands me and 
says, keep this in your purse so 
I won’t have to carry it.  You can 
imagine how heavy it is by the 
end of an adventurous day.

I guess I need to clean it out 
more often.  Sometimes when I 
do, I find long lost items which 
are still useful.  

For example, I cleaned out all 
my expired coupons last week 
and in the process, I found a 
recipe given to me by a co-work-
er.  She made it sound so good, I 
asked for a copy so I could try it 
at home.  This is a combination of 
ingredients which is impossible 
not to love.

Ham Alfredo Bake
16 oz. pkg. homestyle wide egg 

noodles
¼ c. margarine, cubed or sliced 
2 jars Alfredo sauce (16 oz. each)
1 – 2 c. milk
8 oz. pkg. Swiss cheese, shred-

ded
2 c. cooked ham, chunked or 

cubed
½ c. fresh grated Parmesan 

cheese, divided
salt and pepper

Cook noodles as directed on 
package, then drain.  Add mar-

garine chunks and toss lightly.  
Set aside.  Stir together sauce 
and milk to desired consistency.  
Microwave on high for about 5 
minutes.  Spray a 4 ½ quart cas-
serole dish with non-stick spray.  
Pour a thin layer of sauce mixture 
into bottom of dish.  Add a layer 
of noodles, Swiss cheese and ham 
cubes.  Sprinkle with Parmesan 
cheese.  Repeat layering.  Add salt 
and pepper to taste.  Cover and 
bake at 350 degrees for 35 to 40 
minutes.  

Serve with your choice of vege-
table or a crisp green salad.

This meal was so well received, 
I’m glad I found it.  It was worth 
the effort to clean out my purse.  

Alas, there are no leftovers and 
now it’s time to decide on some-
thing for dinner.  I guess I’ll go 
clean out my purse again to find 
some more inspiration.
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Could one be rolling 
into a town near you?

Festivals are found everywhere, but sometimes 
they travel. That’s the case with the Great Race, a 
9-day, 2,300 mile cruising adventure of old-fash-
ioned cars. Each scheduled stop brings unique 
“pop-up” festivals to welcome the drivers. From 
Warwick, Rhode Island, to the finish in Fargo, 
North Dakota, over a dozen festi-
vals will celebrate these classic time 
machines on wheels. The race takes 
its name from The Great Race, a 1965 
movie based on an actual race from 
New York to Paris in the 1900s.

The Great Race, a world-famous 
old car rally, is no ordinary race.  
For starters it’s not about speed, it’s 
about the long haul. Timeliness mat-
ters, and deductions are taken for ar-
riving too early or too late. Each team 
has one driver and one navigator–no 
GPS or cell phones are allowed. Di-
rections are not given till the start of 
each morning. Instructions are cryp-
tic with “secret checkpoints” along the way.  Last 
year, two sisters from Newnan, Georgia, won the 
race in their 1932 Ford five-window coupe powered 
by a Flathead V8 and three-speed manual transmis-
sion. 

This year, around 120 antique automobiles will 
wind their way through America’s most scenic 
backroads–half of those being pre-WWII cars and 
trucks.  Points are awarded differently in the Great 
Race-the older the car, the better the score. The 
oldest car in the competition this year is a 1916 
Hudson. 

Teams and cars from Australia, England, Japan, 
Canada, and the U.S. will be competing for the 
$50,000 prize with a $150,000 total purse. With 19 
stops across Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and North Dakota–that’s 19 festivals to 

celebrate. 
“When the Great Race pulls into a city it becomes 

an instant festival,” race director Jeff Stumb says. 
“Last year we had several overnight stops with 
more than 10,000 spectators on our way to hav-
ing 250,000 people see the Great Race during the 
events.” 

Every year, the race route changes. The first race 
in 1983 was from California to Indy, and this year 
marks a milestone, all 48 contiguous states have 
been part of the Great Race. 

Each town plans unique festivities to welcome 
the drivers. Here’s a sneak peek into the Great 
Race’s four-wheeled festivities.                                                                                                              

Warwick, RI–the Great Race begins 
June 18th, 8 am-3pm
Rocky Point State Park in Warwick, Rhode Is-

land, will get the Great Race off to a perfect start. 
The state park will provide a natural, picture-per-
fect backdrop for the race. Rocky Point State Park 
was previously a massive amusement park, so it’s 
well equipped to handle crowds and food trucks 
for the race festivities. A few hundred cars from 
the Audrain Auto Museum in Newport will be on 
display at the park as well. Cars will line up at 8:00 
and start the first car at 10:30. Ladies and gentle-
men, start your engines!

Places to Go: Places to Go: 
The Great Race-Festivals on the Move!
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Perrysburg, Ohio
June 21st, 4:30 to 8:30 pm
Historic downtown Perrysburg will be hosting 

a “Pit Stop Party” with live music and a “local” 
classic car show on the lawn. A bustling crowd 
of well wishers will line Louisiana Avenue with 
welcome signs for the driving teams. Then, a festi-
val of food trucks and fun for all will explode with 
activities. The streets will be lined with inflatables, 
face painting, and games for the kids. Historical 
celebrities will be on hand to meet and greet. Just 
across the street, Way Public Library will host a 
family drive-in movie where kids will make their 
own cars and watch “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus!” The movie “The Great Race” will be playing 
for adults at the library as well. Local foods will be 
available for guests, while the racers will be treated 
to a private tent dinner, a “Taste of Perrysburg.”

Plainfield, Illinois
June 22nd 5pm 
Plainfield is the only Great Race stop in Illinois. 

So, why Plainfield? For starters, it’s the only place 
in the country where Route 66 and Lincoln High-
way meet. Automobile travel history is in the city’s 
DNA. The Great Race coincides with the 100th An-

niversary of the Lincoln Highway–the first highway 
to cross all of America.  The Historical Society will 
highlight fascinating history with walking tours. 
Mayor John Argoudelis says it will replace the usu-
al cruise-in. “It will be a cruise night on steroids,” 
he says. “Small alleys will be filled with private 
barbecues and celebrations, plus several areas with 
live music and food.” Racing teams will feast on 
classic dishes from the Lincoln Highway’s heyday, 
McElroy’s Fried Chicken and famous oven sand-
wiches–all these restaurants that were popular long 
ago will offer racers a taste of delicious nostalgia. 

Fargo, North Dakota
North Dakota is the big finish. Not only is it the 

end of the race, Fargo also marks another mile-
stone–the last of the contiguous 48 states to partici-
pate in The Great Race. To celebrate, the marketing 
department is awarding the drivers with “Save the 
Best for Last” keychains. North Dakota gives these 
awards at various events or to people that save 
North Dakota for last on their list of the United 
States to visit. Cars will roll into Broadway Square, 
known as the living room of Fargo, where people 
gather for celebrations. Food trucks and a special 
message to racers on the old Fargo Theatre marquee 
will welcome The Great Race finish.  

Places to Go: Places to Go: 
The Great Race-Festivals on the Move!

By Sarah Miller 
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Mikey Tableman oversees the largest VIP festival 
operations all over the world leading a staff of over 
500 employees. He helped shape the world’s biggest 
music festivals (Coachella, HARD Summer Music 
Festival, EDC Las Vegas), and just launched the 
mental health foundation “A Mind’s Pursuit” to help 
musicians, celebri-
ties, festival goers 
and anyone who 
doesn’t always live 
in the rosey world 
they project on Ins-
tagram.

He was the perfect 
candidate to found 
this foundation as 
he also suffers from 
ADHD, stemming 
from manic bipolar 
depression spells 
and anxiety that 
he’s been dealing 
with since he was 
14 years old. For so 
long, he was look-
ing for a voice and 
eventually realized 
that he needed to be-
come that voice and 
is working to heal 
others through art, 
ideas, and conversa-
tion while building a 
solid community.

Drawing from his 
own experiences, 
Mikey specializes 
in addressing the issues surrounding today’s youth. 
Dubbed the “Millennial Mentor,” he inspires his 
generation to address their struggles, not be afraid 
to seek help, and talk openly about their troubles. 
He is frequently invited as a guest speaker on 

prominent podcasts and online forums about men-
tal health, speaking as the voice of a generation 
plagued with mental health issues stemming from 
the onslaught of social media and increasing societal 
pressures.

“We believe 
passionately that 
everyone deserves a 
chance at self-hap-
piness. And we 
are dedicated to 
curating programs 
and events that 
promote mindful-
ness, authenticity, 
self-awareness, 
self-esteem and 
inner peace,” Ta-
bleman says on his 
website.

 From his ability 
to foster a safe space 
for people to speak 
freely & attacking 
the negative stig-
ma associated with 
mental health, “A 
Mind’s Pursuit” con-
tinues to grow into 
a global community. 
He specializes in ad-
dressing the issues 
surrounding today’s 
youth. He speaks 
from experience as 
the voice of a gener-
ation plagued with 

mental health issues stemming from the onslaught 
of social media and increasing societal pressures.

For more informaion, please visit https://www.
amindspursuit.com/.

People to SeePeople to See

Mikey Tableman
By Lisa Rhoden Garcia
People to See Editor

https://www.amindspursuit.com
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By Lisa Rhoden Garcia
People to See Editor

Places to Go Places to Go 

Wizarding Weekend
DANIELS - After a two 

year hiatus, The Resort at 
Glade Springs announces the 
return of their popular Wiz-
arding Weekend, now with a 
brand new murder mystery 
element which offers fun and 
entertainment for both kids 
and adults. “Our wizarding 
fans have been anxiously 
awaiting the return of this 
event and we’re happy to not 
only bring it back, but to also give 
it new life with a murder mystery 
at the center of it all.” says Ashley 
Long, Creative Director at The 
Resort at Glade Springs. “There 
are so many kids and adults in 
our region with a heart for the 
world of magic and wizardry and 
we believe this brand new week-
end adventure will give them a 
truly special experience.” 

The three part event will unfold 
beginning on Saturday, June 11th 
with a gathering on the quid-
ditch fields, followed by a mur-
der mystery feast in the Great 
Hall featuring vegetable pot pie, 
roasted chicken, garden salad, 
rolls, and dessert; and finishing 
with a breakfast banquet the next 
morning.

Students are also invited to a 
social hour before dinner to try 
magical inspired cocktail recipes 
and attend Wizard School Trivia 
following the dinner. Each stu-
dent will receive a school note-
book to write spells and observa-
tions in during their weekend.

Students are encouraged to 
dress in their favorite wizarding 
wardrobes for the event and all 
ages are welcome. 

Tickets are limited so guests 
should purchase as soon as pos-
sible. More information about 
Wizarding Weekend and how to 
purchase tickets an be found at 
gladesprings.com/events. Over-
night package is available at 
gladesprings.com/packages. 

Other options for special sum-
mer package celebrations are:

COBB PACKAGE
Treat yourself with 18 holes 

of championship golf on one of 
West Virginia’s top golf cours-
es!  The renowned Cobb Course 
has held prestigious WVGA golf 
events such as the West Virgin-
ia Open, USGA Qualifier plus 
ranked in the Top Resort Courses 
for Golfweek’s Best 2019. Our 
Cobb Package starts at only $163 
per person May through October, 
or $101 per person in March and 
November, based on double oc-
cupancy, plus tax and resort ser-
vice fee. Package includes over-
night accommodations, breakfast 
and 18 holes on the Cobb Course 

with cart.

JULY 4TH PACKAGE
Come celebrate our coun-

try’s birthday at The Resort 
at Glade Springs. The July 
4th Celebration Package in-
cludes Friday and Saturday 
night accommodations, 
breakfast Saturday and 
Sunday plus a weekend 

full of special events!
Events include an outdoor 

movie, live music at Bunkers, a 
kid’s fun fair, golf cart parade, DJ 
Dance Party, and more!

This pkge. is available July 1st - 
4th, 2022.

The hotel and resort are set in 
the midst of a gorgeous 4,100-
acre property in the lap of the 
Appalachian Mountains! Our 
premier, full-service West Virgin-
ia resort, specializes in golf, ski, 
fly-fishing, and offers a mindbog-
gling variety of other recreational 
activities, as well as 200 lodging 
rooms for guests in West Virginia. 
The resort features a state-of-the-
art conference center, a beautiful 
wedding venue and group lodg-
ing facilities for meetings and 
family reunions. A championship 
18-hole golf course, an indoor 
leisure center, full-service spa 
and salon, world-class fly fishing, 
boating, miles of hiking and bik-
ing trails This premier full-service 
resort offers a unique combina-
tion of recreational activities and 
upscale accommodations, making 
it a perfect extended weekendg-
etaway.

https://gladesprings.com/packages
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Sandwiched between the 
Kenai mountains and the waters 
of Kenai Fjords National Park, 
Seward is one 
of Alaska’s 
oldest and 
most scenic 
communities, 
with Mt. Mar-
athon rising 
steeply behind 
the town.

A spectac-
ular 2.5 hour 
drive south 
from Anchor-
age brings you 
to this seaside 
village, which 
offers a bus-
tling harbor, 
quaint shops 
and galleries, 
and many dif-
ferent ways to tour Kenai Fjords National Park.

Beside the influx of visitors every summer, 
Seward becomes a big magnet for two annual events 
during the high season. Every July 4, runners race to 
the summit of Mt Marathon, in America’s second- 
oldest footrace. The town’s population also balloons 
during the August Silver Salmon derby, the state’s 
largest. You can get out on the water and cast your 
line for several-hundred-pound halibut or salmon so 
numerous they bump into your boat.

On the Fourth of July, the population of Seward 
swells from around 2,500 to a reported 40,000. Main 
Street is completely blocked off to traffic and the 
streets fill with people. Many come to run in or 
watch the Mt. Marathon Race, while others come 
to enjoy some of the most beautiful scenery in the 
world and take part in the festivities.

Seward’s annual July 4th celebration features a 
packed holiday schedule of special events, presenta-
tions, contests, and community gatherings.

Kick off the 
Independ-
ence Day fes-
tivities with 
an exciting 
fireworks dis-
play on the 
waterfront 
at midnight 
(12:01 AM) 
on the 4th. 
Spend the 
daytime 
hours stroll-
ing historic 
downtown, 
where street 
vendors 
gather by the 

dozens to sell souvenirs, knick-knacks, noise makers 
and toys.

For a short time Main Street is cleared as the 
parade makes its way through town. Almost every 
organization in town contributes a float, including 
Bear Creek Volunteer Fire Department, Seward Fire 
Department, and the American Legion.

The food on the Fourth is great too! Enjoy the tra-
ditional local favorites as well as the street vendors’ 
offerings. No matter what you crave, you can find 
everything from burritos and tacos to deep-fried 
onions and traditional cotton candy.

Come to Seward for the Fourth and join the fun!

Things to Do:

For More On Alaska, 
> CLICK HERE

SEWARD JULY 4TH 
CELEBRATION

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/alaska/
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Where else are you going to see 
Shemekia Copeland, North Missis-
sippi Allstars or Robert Randolph 
and the Family Band? Sure you could 
probably see them in Phoenix, but do 
you want to sit in a stuffy indoor ven-
ue with the AC blasting? Or do you 
want to sit in the grass of an outdoor 
venue enjoying a cold beer or a glass 
of wine?

The 8th Annual Flagstaff Blues and 
Brews is, Friday June 10th and Sat-
urday June 11th, in Flagstaff, at the 
Continental Country Club Driving 
Range. Enjoy the Live Music, grass, 
beautiful Flagstaff weather, food 
vendors, cold beer, arts and crafts 
vendors, and so much more!

This year’s festival includes, Head-
liner Anders Osborne, Cedric Burn-
side, Mr. Sipp, Dana Fuchs to name 
just a few. Live entertainment will 
continue through both days from 2 - 
8 p.m. 

Join us for two days of incredible 
Blues Music with a total of 10 bands, 
there will be beer, wine, arts and craft 
vendors, and a variety of food ven-
dors.

The Friday festival lineup will 

include: Sir Harrison, Lisa Mann, Mr. 
Sipp and Cedric Burnside headlining. 
The Saturday festival lineup will in-
clude: Cadillac Assembly Line, Miller 
and the Other Sinners, Griff Hamlin 
and the Single Barrel Blues Band, 
Wesley Pruitt Band, Dana Fuchs and 
Anders Osborne headlining. 

Proceeds of this event will bene-
fit: Flagstaff Unified School District 
Foundation - specifically their music 
and arts programs

The Flagstaff Blues and Brews 
festival has grown insix short years 
to become Arizona’s largest Blues 
Festival. Produced by Peak Events, a 
100% woman owned and run event 
planning company. This festival has 
attracted people from as far away as 
England and has been compared to 
much larger festivals.   And we’ve 
just gotten started! 

The Flagstaff Blues and Brews 
Festival is full of energy from start to 
finish, and it just builds throughout 
the day. People have fun, with beach 
balls, frisbees, cornhole, just enjoying 
a great day with friends and great 
music. The team at Peak Events de-
cided it was more important to have 
a comfortable festival than whole 

lotta folks that barely get to see the 
stage. We have fun and everyone 
who attends has fun as well, so… 
what are you waiting for? We bring 
in music that normally doesn’t make 
it up this far north. We start out with 
great headliners and work our way 
down to the first act, each one hand-
picked for the vibe they add to the 
festival.

We are committed to preserving 
music in our schools. We believe 
music education is important for 
children, and we’ve contributed to 
our local students as well as students 
on the Navajo Reservation by re-
pairing instruments, making sure no 
child goes without an instrument by 
underwriting instrument rentals and 
helping local schools enhance their 
music programs

Admission is $35 to $225, depend-
ing on the number of concerts and 
one or two day packages. Children 12 
and under are admitted free. 

Visit www.flagstaffblues.com for 
tickets and more info!

For more on Arizona 
>CLICK HERE

PLACES TO GO:PLACES TO GO:

http://www.flagstaffblues.com
https://flagstaffblues.com
An Arizona Weekend Ad
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With festival season in 
full throttle, here’s one you 
might want to put on your 
calendar: the Los Olivos 
Jazz and Olive Festival. 
Located just two miles off 
Highway 101, this Califor-
nia festival has a unique 
flair. Come hungry, for 
local chefs are sharpen-
ing their culinary skills to 
bring you some of their 
best recipes made from 
olives. If you come to San-
ta Ynez Valley to do wine 
tasting, this event will 
make it a breeze, for there 
will be 30 wineries repre-
sented.  

Happening on June 11, 
from 1-4:00 p.m., this fes-
tive event is sponsored by 
local Los Olivos Rotarians. 
This picturesque town usu-
ally is fun to explore without 
a festival, but add wine, pro-
fessional jazz musicians, food, 
and people watching. Oh my, a 
perfect way to spend a summer 
day with friends or family.  

Stay in Nearby Buellton 
Santa Ynez Valley has six 

separate little towns. Right 
off Highway 101, Buellton has 
much more to explore and ap-
preciate than one would imme-
diately guess. 

 The world-famous Pea Soup 
Andersen Inn continues to 
welcome weary guests trave-
ling the freeway. I couldn’t get 
enough of their Danish cherry 
rolls served at their compli-
mentary breakfast. Newly re-

Places to Go: 

Buellton – Santa Ynez Valley  
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modeled, its location for ex-
ploring the area is superb, but 
more importantly, it has every 
amenity you desire. 

Exploring Buellton 
While this town is only two 

miles by two miles in size, its 
5500 citizens manage to have 
packed in several reasons why 
you should plan 
to stay awhile. 

The Avenue of 
Flags welcomes 
you as you pull 
off the freeway. 
This urban pro-
ject resulted 
when Highway 
101 moved out of 
the City’s Center. 
Six lanes were no 
longer needed, 
so City officials 
approved this pro-
ject, now honoring 
our American flag 
with a sculpture 
and strategically 
placing flag poles 
the entire length of the boule-
vard.  

The Mendenhall Muse-
um  

While a cliché, this museum 
may be one of the best-kept 
secrets in the area. I verified 
by asking visitors I encoun-
tered if they had heard about 
it. The reply was no. This pri-
vately owned collection houses 
15 garage-sized rooms full of 
petroleum-related items. Jack 
Mendenhall could be called one 

of the first American Pickers, 
for he traveled throughout the 
United States looking for gas 
station memorabilia after he 
sold his gas station.  

Think gasoline pumps and 
the globes that graced the top 
of them. Mark, Jack’s son, and 
his wife Vickie are caretakers of 
600 of the spheres, 400 of them 

displayed and in perfect condi-
tion. Road signs serve as décor 
for their family room in their 
home on the premises. Toss 
in memorabilia highlighting 
the Dry Lakes Racing Hall of 
Fame and actual race cars used 
in these races vying for world 
records. Yes, they give tours by 
appointment.  

Ostrich Land 
Okay, I will admit, you can’t 

get up and personal with the 
ostriches, for they are ready to 

nip you at a moment’s notice. 
On the other hand, the emus 
allow you to pet them and are 
more than happy to gobble up 
the food you feed them. Lesson 
learned when you come here, 
don’t wear rings or have spar-
kling fingernail polish.  

Ostrich Land is a wonderful 
place to educate 
yourself and your 
family about these 
magnificent birds. 
Also, you can see 
the birds brought 
into the therapy 
field that need 
rehabilitation for 
various reasons. 

 Did you know an 
ostrich lays an egg 
every 1-3 days, and 
they are equivalent 
to 18 regular chick-
en eggs?  

Santa Ynez Bo-
tanical Gardens  

Quiet, handicap 
accessible, this beautiful coun-
try oasis beckons one to slow 
down. Covering 78 acres, this 
garden was built by the com-
munity and maintained by the 
community. Volunteers 1 to 80 
years of work have joined forc-
es to preserve this area filled 
with native plants in the Santa 
Ynez Valley watershed.  

I couldn’t resist writing a 
note and tying my wish to the 
branch of the wishing tree. Af-
ter being on the go a great deal, 
the slowing of the pace proved 

Places to Go: 

Buellton – Santa Ynez Valley  
Submitted by Kathy Condon 
Journalist and Travel Writer
www.PalmSpringsInsiderGuide.com

http://www.PalmSpringsInsiderGuide.com
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to be a wonderful reprieve 
from the outside world.  

DorWood Distillery 
Tucked away in an alley off 

Industrial Way is the fami-
ly-owned DorWood Distillery. 
When you walk in the door, 
Jay, one of the owners, will 
greet you with a broad smile. 
The homey tasting room pro-
vides the perfect backdrop for 
you to learn about the distill-
ing process. 

Jay methodically takes you 
through the distilling pro-
cess. Jay beams as he shows 
off the new distillery system, 
which will triple the number 
of liquors they can make each 
month. Yes, you can sip up 
to 1.5 oz at the distillery. Full 
disclosure, I am the owner of a 
bottle of DorWood Limoncello.  

Dining in Buellton 
Ah, let me count the places 

to satisfy the hunger bug. If 
you want western barbecue 
beef or pork, A.J. Spurs or the 
Hitching Post will help check 
that food off your list. Visitors 
rave about breakfast at Ellen’s 
Danish Pancake House.  

Industrial Eats proudly 
serves organic farm-to-table 
cuisine. The menu constantly 
changes because they use the 
available fresh produce. Check 
out the offerings for the day 
listed on brown butcher paper. 
This popular restaurant may 
have a line at the door, but it is 
worth waiting. 

No trip to the area is com-
plete without having pea soup 
at the internationally known 

Pea Soup Andersen Inn. This 
hearty soup will sustain you 
as you head out on your jour-
ney home. A suggestion is to 
get the Traveler’s Special to 
take the shake with you for the 
drive home.   

With my eyes wide open, I 
went to this community un-
der the auspices of Discover 
Buellton and 360ViewPR. It 
is the perfect place to make 
a home base as you explore 
Santa Ynez Valley and this 
beautiful wine country. More 
importantly, visiting this com-
munity was a delight, AND I 
have already gone back once.   

For more on 
California

> Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/california/


June, 2022 ~ EXTENDEDWEEKENDGETAWAYS.COM  | -27-

For four decades, the heart of the Gilroy 
Garlic Festival’s mission has centered around 
community, kindness and inspiration. 

Held at Bloomfield Ranch in August of 1979, 
the first-ever festival sprang to life as a unique 
and original Gilroy experience. It celebrated 
the joy of garlic, the food it flavors and the 
music and arts that the bulb inspires — all in 
support of local nonprofits.

The Gilroy Garlic Festival seeks to be de-
fined by more than just one signature festival. 
Throughout the year, the festival will continue 
to work to connect the community with other 
smaller events, educational activities, and giv-
ing opportunities. Times, dates and tickets of 
upcoming events will be released soon.

Its historic mission to strengthen the bonds with-
in the community is an ongoing commitment. Join 
the Festival in continuing to make Gilroy a more 
caring, economically sound and connected place to 
live, work and play.

Moving forward, the festival will increase its 
focus on three foundations — community, sustain-
ability and education. While the festival benefits 
nonprofits in Gilroy, it also supports amateur and 
commercial garlic growers throughout California. 

 Since 1979, the Gilroy Garlic Festival 
Association has 
distributed more 
than $12 million 
to local charita-
ble organizations 
through its annual, 
family-friendly 
celebration of the famous bulb. Local non-profits 
participating in the festival have raised millions 
more. The Gilroy Garlic Festival Association aims to 
be a chain that links together residents, businesses, 
nonprofits, faith groups, schools, and other local 
institutions in a collaborative and supportive ex-
pression of “community.”

Gilroy Garlic Festival’s 2nd annual Garlic Golf 
Classic at the Gilroy Golf Course will be held on 
June 24, 2022. The first tournament, held on July 
30, 2021, was sold out, and this tournament is ex-

pected to sell out as well. The event features golf, 
lunch on the course, and post-play dinner. Single 
play is $150, while dinner is $45. The event starts 
at 1 p.m. Friday, June 24, with a shotgun start and 
a four-person scramble format, followed by dinner 
prepared by Gourmet Alley chefs, a 50/50 raffle, and 
fun games, all supporting the Gilroy Garlic Festival 
Association, which has raised more than $12 mil-
lion for community groups and charities since 1979.  
Tickets will go on sale on May 13th go to https://
gilroygarlicfestivalassociation.com.

The Gilroy Garlic 
Festival Association 
presents Nashville 
Songwriters Spon-
sored by KRTY.com 
on Wed., July 13 
at Clos LaChance 
Winery in San 

Martin. Doors open at 6:00 p.m., at the winery, 
1 Hummingbird Lane, in San Martin (clos.com).  
Tickets are $60 per person   The concert features 
award-winning Nashville songwriters Wendell 
Mobley and Lee Thomas Miller, who have written 
songs for country music superstars Rascal Flatts, 
Kenny Chesney, Chris Stapleton and many others. 
All seating will be first-come first-served. Seating is 
limited so guests are encouraged to bring their own 
lawn chairs or blanket.

“The Gilroy Garlic Festival Association is 
established to provide benefits to local worthy 
charities and non-profit groups by promoting 
the community of Gilroy through a quality cele-
bration of garlic.!”                              

                             Mission Statement
}{

Gilroy Garlic FestivalGilroy Garlic Festival

For More on California, >Click Here...

https://gilroygarlicfestivalassociation.com
https://gilroygarlicfestivalassociation.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/california/
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Authentic ranch-style experi-
ence comes to life at this fully 
renovated Colorado retreat 

DENVER, Nov. 5, 2021 /PRNewswire/ -- Cuvée 
introduces the newly transformed masterpiece, 
Triple C Ranch by Cuvée, during unprecedented 
global growth of 
more than $500 
million dollars in 
new villa addi-
tions in 2021/22. 
Going well beyond 
travel, the brand’s 
in-house design 
team led by lead 
designer Cheryl 
Lucas (trained at 
New York’s Par-
sons School of 
Design) uses the 
property’s rich 
history as inspiration to 
create a showstopping 
representation of the 
immersive Cuvée expe-
rience on this 250 acre 
retreat in Silverthorne, 
Colorado. 

Triple C Ranch by 
Cuvée is the only truly 
private ranch experi-
ence of its kind, com-
plete with authentic 
custom design and 
unparalleled culinary and outdoor offerings. 

“At Triple C Ranch by Cuvée, we are elevating the 
western-style ranch experience to the Cuvée level. 
With Cuvée design features throughout the two 
custom lodges — and highly personalized and ex-
periential adventures curated for each group — this 
is a singular ranch experience that is entirely new to 

the market, and available only with Cuvée.” -- Larry 
Mueller, CEO & Founder 

The Design
Triple C Ranch by Cuvée’s two expansive lodges 

were built with refurbished logs from the Eastern 
plains of Colorado. Cuvée transformed the ranch 
with mountain-chic interiors, sleek bar features, 
signature Cuvée beds and refined bathroom suites. 

Hosting up to 16 guests, 
the design leverages 
the ranch’s history 
and elevates it to Cu-
vée’s 6-star standard. 
The property’s main 
lodge, Thunder Lodge, 
is a treasure trove of 
mountain authenticity, 
boasting open living ar-
eas and a wraparound 
terrace with panoramic 
mountain views. Elk 
Lodge welcomes guests 
with wide open spaces 
for entertaining com-

plete with a chef’s kitchen. 
Both are situated above 
three ponds, with views of 
the surrounding mountain 
ranges.

“I’ve worked all over the 
world and there is no place 
like Colorado. The majestic 
mountains and beautiful 
Aspen trees inspired me to 
design the home around 
floor to ceiling windows. 

It  allowed me to get my hands on rich textures like 
leathers, hides, rich tapestries and velvets; these 
dynamic materials are a perfect complement to the 
warmth of the showstopping fireplace and natu-
ral wood elements throughout. The end result is 
spectacular and I can’t wait for the world to see it,” 
shares Lucas, Cuvée’s lead interior designer.

Places to Go:Places to Go:

A Triple A Experience at Triple C RanchA Triple A Experience at Triple C Ranch
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Equine Experiences
This Rocky Mountain sanctuary is owned by one 

of the most acclaimed equine families in the coun-
try, Sharon Magness Blake and Ernie Blake and 
is also the mountain home to the Blake’s Arabian 
white stallion and Denver Broncos mascot, Thunder, 
among other award-winning horses.

Led by ranch manager and horse expert, Rudy 
Mendiola, Triple C Ranch offers riding lessons for 
children and adults, trail rides with picnic lunches, 
grooming and tacking lessons, and rodeo and rop-
ing demonstrations.

Culinary Experience 
Cuvée chefs, Jay Spicklmeier and Adam Smith, 

provide an authentic ranch-style gastronomic ad-
venture with thoughtfully paired wines and an 
inspired craft cocktail program. Custom menus 
celebrate the elevated cuisine of the America west 
with chef specialties including local bison short rib, 
smoked trout canapes and cheddar biscuits with 
local whipped butter or Palisade peach jam. From al 
fresco lunches on trail rides to Michelin-star worthy 
dinners, the culinary experience at Triple C Ranch 
by Cuvée is unrivaled.

Ranch Experience
Just 90 minutes west of Denver, Triple C Ranch 

offers a fully immersive ranch-style experience 
inclusive of world-class private chef experiences, a 
dedicated onsite concierge and Experience Cura-
torto organize ranch activities, including horseback 
riding, fly fishing, ATV trails, hiking, snowshoeing, 
and snowmobiling.

Reserve
Triple C Ranch by Cuvée offers exclusive rent-

als only. Pricing starts at $14,375  per night for up 
to 16 guests and includes curated ranch activities, 
premium wines, craft cocktails anda dedicated 
onsite concierge. Currently available: Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Year’s. For reservations: cuvee.
com /720.833.4533.

Cuvée owns and curates a rare collection of ul-
tra-luxury villas in celebrated global destinations. 
We create the world’s most elevated travel experi-
ences by connecting our guests to their surround-
ings through exceptional architecture and singular 
guest experiences. Our quality and personalization 
have garnered unparalleled praise from our audi-
ence of discerning travelers who celebrate life mile-
stones in Cuvée-style.

Places to Go:Places to Go:

A Triple A Experience at Triple C RanchA Triple A Experience at Triple C Ranch

For more on Colorado 
>Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/colorado/
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For more on Idaho
 > Click Here

Camas Lily Days
June 4/FAIRFIELD - Catch 

the ephemeral camas lilies at 
this annual festival celebrating 
nature with the annual bloom, 
bird watching and trout fishing, 
plus performances from Shosho-
ne-Bannock tribal members.

Savor Idaho 
June 12/BOISE - Idaho’s premier 

wine event brings together win-
eries, cideries and the community 
to sip, savor and cheers during 
Idaho Wine Month. Located at the 
picturesque Idaho Botanical Gar-
dens, it’s a kickoff to the summer 
season. 

As an attendee, you will have 
the option to enjoy Savor Idaho 
by selecting your choice of one of 
two waves. Wave 1 is from 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and Wave 2 is from 
3-5:30 p.m. This year at Savor 
Idaho ticket holders can enjoy 
bringing in their own picnic, blan-
ket and lawn chairs. There will be 
food trucks available for an addi-
tional cost.

Live entertainment will be 
provided by three local bands; 
Red Light Challenge, The Pan 
Handles, and Idyltime. For more 
information, visit https://idahow-
ines.org/

Malad Valley 
Welsh Festival 
June 24-26/MALAD CITY - Join 

in the customs and traditions of 
Welsh pioneers in the home of the 
largest per-capita concentration 
of Welsh descendants outside of 
Wales. Festival activities include 
Welsh heritage games, wagon 

tours, crafts and food. Locations 
included are Malad City Park, 
Malad LDS 2nd Ward, Samaria 
and downtown area. Welsh/Celt-
ic musical entertainment will be 
provided at the amphitheater. 
The Katie Jane Band is all about 
spreading the joy of Celtic music 
to their listeners. The talented 
duo has a fiery energy that is only 
rivaled by their unmistakable 
on-stage chemistry Kids activities 
will be at the city park. Don’t miss 
the book sale, quilt show and bake 
sale. 

Melaleuca Freedom 
Celebration 

July 4/IDAHO FALLS - The larg-
est Independence Day fireworks 
display west of the Mississippi 
dazzles spectators with a dramatic 
show that rivals those in Washing-
ton D.C., Philadelphia and Boston. 

Beginning at 10 p.m. on July 4 at 
Snake River Landing, Melaleuca 
will launch over 18,000 brilliant 
shells into the night sky over the 
banks of the Snake River in honor 
of America’s Founding Fathers, 
veterans, and service members.

Entirely free to the public, the 
fireworks display has been cho-

reographed to create magical 
moments, spectacular crescendos, 
and rare special effects. “This 
show rivals the pyrotechnic giants 
of Boston, Washington D.C, and 
Philadelphia, as measured by the 
sheer number of shells in the air,” 
said Heather Gobet, a fifth-gen-
eration pyrotechnician charged 
with firing the show. Situated 
on the western bank of an iconic 
American-West waterway, Snake 
River Landing is an idyllic set-
ting for the Melaleuca Freedom 
Celebration. Spread out over 450 
acres, Snake River Landing is a 
master-planned community that 
offers wide-open and well-mani-
cured public spaces, scenic vistas, 
restaurants and shopping.

Festival at Sandpoint 
July 28-Aug. 7/SANDPOINT - 

Eight nights of live music from 
some of your favorite artists in an 
intimate outdoor setting in this 
scenic lakeside town. 

Lewiston Roundup 
Sept. 7-10/LEWISTON - Expe-

rience the western tradition of 
rodeos at the 88th annual Lewis-
ton Roundup, featuring bull 
riding, barrel racing, roping and 
more classic rodeo events. As part 
of the Columbia River Circuit, the 
Lewiston Roundup has brought 
high-quality and unsurpassed 
energy in rodeo entertainment to 
North-Central Idaho for 86 years

Go, Do, SeeGo, Do, See

Major Festivals Major Festivals 

https://idahow-ines.org/
https://idahow-ines.org/
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On the first Friday of each 
month, Aloha Stadium Swap 
Meet and Marketplace (O’ahu) 
invites visitors and residents to 
attend its Taste of O’ahu night 
market featuring food and 
live entertainment. Tickets are 
$10 for attendees ages 12 and 
older, $5 for keiki (children) 
ages six to 11, and free entrance 
for those ages five and under. 
Tickets can be bought online or 
at the event. www.MillwoodO-
hanaProductions.com

Each year, the small town of 
Kapa’au on the northernmost tip 
of the island of Hawai’i hosts the 
Kohala Reunion. Founded in 2000 
by a group of Kohala residents 
who enjoyed talking about the 
good old days, this year’s event 
is set for July 2 through 4 at the 
Kamehameha Park Complex. 
Kohala Reunion honors genera-
tions of residents from the area, 
celebrates Kohala, and perpetuates 
the community’s values, traditions 
and way of life. www.NorthKoha-
la.org.

Bring your beach chairs and 
coolers to La’i’ōpua 2020’s Ola ka 
Lāhui, a talk story and cultural 
activity gathering on the lānai of 
La’i’ōpua 2020 in Kailua-Kona on 
the island of Hawai’i, happening 
June 25, from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Par-
ticipants can join cultural artisans 
in demonstrations of treasured 
traditions. An hourlong talk sto-
ry will feature kūpuna (elders), 
island historians, storytellers and 
artisans sharing their mana’o 
(thoughts) about Hawai’i’s histo-

ry, arts and traditions. The event’s 
name, Ola ka Lāhui (meaning “the 
nation lives on”), reflects its intent 
to share the ]ike (knowledge) and 
mo]olelo (stories) of Hawai]i for 
future generations. www.Laiopua.
org.

For the first time in more than 
two years, the Paniolo Heritage 
Rodeo will return to Kōloa Plan-
tation Days on Kaua’i, from July 
22 through 24, spotlighting the 
cultural experience of today’s 
paniolo (Hawaiian cowboy) life-
style. Cheer on competitors as 
they test their skills and nerves in 
high-stake races, fast-action riding 
and exciting roping sports. While 
there, enjoy local foods, exhib-
its, demonstrations and cowboy 
storytelling. For more information, 
contact: cjmstables@gmail.com.

The Soto Zen Bon Festival 
(Kaua]i) returns on June 17 and 
18, showcasing folk dancing, 
music and religious traditions that 
have evolved in Kaua’i’s Japanese 
American community for more 
than five generations. Guests of all 
ages are welcome to stop by the 

festival to taste and enjoy popu-
lar food items unique to Kaua’i, 
watch and participate in tradi-
tional dancing to the vibrant beat 
of taiko drums, and check out a 
variety of cultural and historical 
exhibits celebrating immigrant 
and sugar plantation heritage. 
www.KauaiSotoZen.org.

Celebrate World Ocean Day at 
World Whale Film Festival, hap-
pening June 8 on Maui, presented 
by the nonprofit Pacific Whale 
Foundation. This year’s new hy-
brid festival experience includes 
an in-person event at Ocean Vod-
ka Organic Farm and Distillery 
in Upcountry Maui and an online 
component boasting a robust slate 
of films screening June 8 through 
30. www.PacificWhale.org.

For the most complete and 
updated Hawai’i calendar, please 
visit the World-Class Calendar of 
Events.

For More on 
Hawaii

Click Here

Go, See, DoGo, See, Do

It’s Festival Time
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Tigard Festival of Balloons: 
June 24-26
TIGARD - Take a different 

view of festival fun – from the 
air. Each morning (weather per-
mitting) hot air balloons launch 
from Cook Park, and early risers 
can get in on tethered balloon 
rides. Later in the day, have fun 
at the carnival site, shop vendor 
and art booths, listen to live 
music and sip a microbrew at 
the festival beer garden. Satur-
day night features the “Night 
Glow,” when huge hot air 
balloons light up the night sky. 
Sunday includes a car show.

https://tigardballoon.org

World Beat Festival: 
June 24-26
SALEM - The Salem Multicul-

tural Institute festival highlights 
the cultures and traditions of 
more than 70 nations through 
art, music, dance, foods and fun. 
Salem’s Riverfront Park, $5 gen-
eral, ages 14 and younger free; 
salemmulticultural.org/festival/
world-beat-festival

Good in the Hood: 
June 24-26
Portland’s King School Park 

will be home to the annual mul-
ticultural festival offering a full 
slate of live music, performance 
groups, food and drinks, and 
a parade. Located at the King 
School Park with free admission; 
goodnthehood.org

Lincoln City Kite Festival: 
June 25
LINCOLN CITY - On the beach 

at the D River State Recreation 

Site, the annual kite festival is a 
long-loved family event featuring 
colorful aerial acrobatics. This 
year’s schedule includes special 
trick kite performances, free kids’ 
kite making workshop, a parade 
and more. Free admission, ore-
goncoast.org/events

St. Paul Rodeo: 
June 30-July 4
ST PAUL - Head to St. Paul 

for the annual celebration of the 
roughest, toughest rodeo events, 
including bronc riding, bull rid-
ing, steer roping and barrel rac-
ing. The annual event includes 

fireworks after every evening 
performance, barbecues, midway 
rides and games, vendors and a 
parade. Ticket prices vary; stpaul-
rodeo.com

Chamber Music Northwest 
2022 Summer Festival: 

June 27-July 31, 
PORTLAND - This year’s 

theme, “Inspirations & Influ-
ences” explores how composers 
are affected by their peers while 
retaining their own distinct voic-
es. Artists featured during this 
five-week festival include Anna 
Lee, Sinta Quartet, Oregon-raised 
cellist Zlatomir Fung, and Brit-
ish-Singaporean mezzo-soprano 
Fleur Barron. The festival includes 
both live and virtual performanc-
es. Ticket prices vary; cmnw.org/
concerts-tickets

Places to Go: Places to Go: 

Summer Festivals Summer Festivals 

For more
 on Oregon

> Click Here
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PARK CITY - Park City 
Song Summit Announc-
es an Intimate Mountain 
Retreat for Music Lovers 
September 7-10. Attendees 
will be treated to artist-led 
discussions by day and 
small-venue performances 
by night; Opening-night 
will feature a four-course 
dinner and private show 
with Jason Isbell and Adia 
Victoria for Summit+ Pass 
holders

If you ever yearned to 
hear concerts by your favorite 
artists one night and listen to their 
TED talks the next, then Park City 
Song Summit may be your kind of 
music festival.

Live performances are a major 
ingredient of the Song Summit, 
but this intimate mountain retreat 
for music lovers orbits around 
the minute details of the creative 
process itself—the why and how 
music comes about, struggles and 
breakthroughs alike—in an open 
dialog with the finest songcrafters 
of our modern age. 

Dubbed Song Summit Labs, 
these artist-led discussions take 
place across three stages at The 
Lodges at Deer Valley with the 
likes of Jason Isbell, Fred Armisen, 
Devon Gilfillian, Andrew Bird, 
Celisse, and many more, inten-
tionally bringing fans closer to the 
artists they love—both physically 
and contextually—in a format 
unlike any other festival or confer-
ence.  

Then, in the evenings, Lab 
collaborators take to a number of 

Park City, Utah’s live music ven-
ues for concerts and songwriter 
rounds, illustrating in real-time 
the behind-the-scenes magic 
participants learned about earlier 
in the day. When both Labs and 
performances come together, Park 
City Song Summit embodies what 
organizers like to call “A love let-
ter to the power of the song.” 

Summit Passes include access to 
three days of 30+ Labs, entrance 
into evening performances, a 
Song Summit merch bundle, and 
exclusive lodging discounts. The 
enhanced Summit+ Pass adds an 
opening night four-course dinner 
and private performance with 
Jason Isbell and Adia Victoria at 
Blue Sky Ranch, early-entry and 
premium seating for all Labs, 
exclusive VIP area with private 
bar and bites for evening shows, 
and a personal concierge for res-
taurant reservations and activity 
recommendations. Summit Passes 
will go on sale May 20, 2022. Sign 
up here to be notified about Song 
Summit’s May on-sale, as well as 
additional artist and event an-

nouncements. 
Artists and Mod-

erators appearing 
at Park City Song 
Summit: Adia Victo-
ria, Anders Osborne 
& Friends, Andrew 
Bird, Bonny Light 
Horseman, Cedric 
Burnside, Celisse, 
Daniel Donato, Da-
vid Ramirez, Dave 
from Dopey Podcast, 
Devon Gilfillian, 
Elvin Bishop & Char-
lie Musselwhite Duo, 

Father John Misty, Fred Armisen, 
Fruit Bats, Gov’t Mule, Jason 
Isbell, Jay Blakesberg, Jay Sweet, 
Jimbo Mathus, Joe Pug, John Crai-
gie, John Doe, Josh Ritter, Katie 
Pruitt, Keller Williams’ Grateful 
Gospel, Langhorne Slim, Low Cut 
Connie’s Adam Weiner, Rising 
Appalachia, Tré Burt, and Warren 
Haynes. 

Park City Song Summit is the 
brainchild of Ben Anderson, Park 
City resident and lifetime musi-
cian/founding member of the jam-
band Aiko. He started the Song 
Summit to celebrate his passion 
for music as well as his personal 
mission to bring clarity and nor-
malcy to the struggles musicians, 
artists, and music lovers alike face 
around mental health and de-
pendency. 

For more information, please 
visit parkcitysongsummit.com.

For more on Utah
> Click Here

People to See:
At Park City Song Summit At Park City Song Summit 

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/utah/
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Places to Go:

Wedgwood Art Festival 

The 17th annual Wedgwood 
Art Festival is back as an in-per-
son, 2-day event, supporting and 
celebrating arts in the Wedgwood 
community with a focus on NW 
artists and craftspeople. It will 
be held at Our Lady of the Lake 
Parish & Schoolyard; 38th Ave NE 
& NE 89th St, Seattle on July 9 and 
10.

The outdoor festival is a com-
munity favorite with more than 
75 fine artists, an expanded beer 
garden, food trucks and kid’s 
activities. You will see creations 
from various categories including  
glass, pottery, ceramics, jewelry, 
leatherwork, photography, house-
wares, apparel, and  drawings or 
paintings. Mark your calendar 
and join us for a fun-filled week-
end and shop from a wide variety 
of beautiful, handmade artwork 

from Northwest artists.

For the kids, different local 
organizations offer free fun and 
educational booths for children to 
explore their creativity. Lynn Bre-
vig has been a creative artist and 
art educator for over 25 years and 
the children line up every year to 
get their customized face paint-
ing of various shapes, colors and 
styles. Another popular exhibit is 
Wedgwood’s own fire Engine #40.  
The local firefighters will be avail-
able to show them what it’s like 
to work hard to protect the health 
and safety of their community.

You won’t go away hungry from 
this event. The Anthony’s Finn 
Food Truck is an extension of An-
thony’s Restaurants, and will offer 
their award-winning seafood of 
fish tacos, fish and chips, seafood 

bowls and more. Freshly grilled 
Beef & Chicken Kebabs, Sweet Red 
Plantains, and Joloff Rice will be 
offered by Blackstar Kebab. Road 
Dawg Hot Dogs will be provid-
ing their delicious 1/4 lb all beef 
dawgs served with cream cheese, 
cheddar, jalapeno, bacon, onion, 
sauerkraut. Chicken and veggie 
options are available. Be sure to 
save room for dessert as Sugar 
Wheels will be on hand with their 
famouse ice cream sandwiches!

For more information, check 
back at their website, https://
www.wedgwoodfestival.com/

 For more 
on Washington

> Click Here

https://www.wedgwoodfestival.com/
https://www.wedgwoodfestival.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/washington/
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Under the direction of founding team members Megan 
Gallagher and Haynes Oakley, the fifth annual Summer 
Festival returns June 23-25 with an all-star line-up of local 
and visiting chefs, restaurants, artisans and beverage pros. 
The will offer dynamic food and beverage experiences at 
some of Jackson Hole’s most picturesque locations.

“We are thrilled to be hosting some of the industry’s 
most beloved chefs and makers to celebrate all things culi-
nary for another highly anticipated Summer Festival!,” says 
Gallagher, JHFW director andfounder. “Additionally, after 
a two-year absence, we are 
excited for the return of Taste 
of Jackson Hole, our signature 
kick-off. “

Jackson Hole Food & Wine 
Summer Festival will feature 
James Beard Foundation 
Award-winning chef and au-
thor Alon Shaya of Safta, Den-
ver and Saba and Miss River 
in New Orleans; Pat Martin, 
author and acclaimed pitmas-
ter of Martin’s Bar-B-Que Joint 
in Nashville, TN, Louisville, 
KY, Birmingham, AL, and 
Charleston, SC; Lee Tiernan 
of Black Axe Mangal in Lon-
don, England; and a host of 
stellar wines and spirits from 
Jackson Family Wines; Vine-
yard Brands; Moët Hennessy; 
Hendrick’s Gin and Monkey 
Shoulder.

The weekend also welcomes 
multiple visiting wineries and 
beverage producers, along with an array of Jackson Hole’s 
favorite chefs, restaurants and beverage producers.

Taste of Jackson Hole
Thursday, June 23, 6 - 9 p.m. at Rendezvous Lodge
Guests will arrive to the top of Rendezvous Mountain via 

Bridger Gondola for the return of Taste of
Jackson Hole, featuring signature dishes prepared by the 

best of Jackson Hole’s culinary community, and hosted 
at Rendezvous Lodge. This dine-around will offer dishes 
from the finest local restaurants, paired with a curated 
selection of beer, wine and spirits. Taste of Jackson Hole is 
hosted by Jackson Hole Mountain Resort and sponsored 
by MLD.

On Friday, June 24, guests will have the option of two 
unique dinners: James Beard Foundation Award-winning 
chef Alon Shaya will craft a multi-course tasting menu at 
astunning private residence overlooking the Tetons paired 

with beautiful wines from the 
Vineyard Brands portfolio. 
Guests will enjoy an incredible 
food journey inspired by Alon’s 
grandmother’s recipes and the 
cuisine of Israel, where he was 
born.

Presented by YETI, an ex-
citing culinary evening awaits 
guests at the Snake River Sport-
ing Club, a private sanctuary 
bordered only by river and 
wilderness creating the perfect 
location for a rustic summer 
dinner. YETI chef ambassadors 
Pat Martin and Lee Tierna will 
cook up an incredible spread 
accompanied by wine from the 
Jackson Family Wines portfo-
lio and a special cocktail from 
Hendrick’s Gin.

On Savor Saturday, June 25, 
5:30-8:30 p.m. at Mead Ranch, 
guest chefs will team up with 
a few of Jackson Hole’s finest 

chefs and restaurants to create the ultimate Western walk-
around tasting event. Guests will enjoy cold beer, crisp 
wines, hand-crafted cocktails, yard games, delicious food 
and groovin’ live tunes from One Ton Pig in a beautiful 
setting under the blue skies at Mead Ranch. A small silent 
auction will feature a curated selection of special experi-
ences and unique items. All attendees must be 21 years of 
age. For more information, visit https://www.jhfoodan-
dwine.com/ 

Places to Go: 
Jackson Hole Food & Jackson Hole Food & 
Wine Summer FestivalWine Summer Festival

https://www.jhfoodan-dwine.com/
https://www.jhfoodan-dwine.com/
https://www.jhfoodan-dwine.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/wyoming/
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A New England Summer Getaway
Discover New England represents 

the states of Connecticut, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Vermont. Known as the 
birthplace of America, the region is 
steeped in history and culture, and 
boasts lively contemporary cities and 
towns, as well as legendary outdoor 
recreation opportunities in all four 
seasons. New England’s gateway and 
largest city, Boston, is a series of com-
munities and neighborhoods, each 
with its own character and highlights 
to discover. As you explore the rest of 
New England from the mountains to 
the sea, you will find the uniqueness 
of each state, but feel the region teth-
ered together by a common thread of 
warm hospitality. Here is a sampling 
of news from the region:

Connecticut 
Hotel Marcel (Hew Haven)
Newly opened 165-room boutique 

hotel, including restaurant, gallery 
and meeting space, 100% sustain-
able and the first of its kind in the 
U.S. Certified historic rehabilitation 
and adaptive re-use of mid-century 
modern Brutalist structure originally 
designed by Marcel Breuer in 1967. 
Unlike most adaptations of Brutalist 
concrete buildings, the new version 
of this historic building will produce 
net-zero emissions, providing all 
of its own electricity, heat, and hot 
water.

Camp Getaway (Kent)
A premier adventure resort located 

on a 300-acre, lake-side property in 
the Berkshire Mountains, dedicated 
to creating unforgettable experiences 
of comfort and relaxation, and exhil-
aration and adventure. All-inclusive 
weekday family camps and adult 

weekend camps include cabin accom-
modations, meals, beverages, nightly 
entertainment, and outdoor activities. 
Site of the Bravo TV reality show, 
Camp Getaway.

TAO Asian Bistro & Lounge (Mo-
hegan Sun Mystic Country)

The TAO experience in New York 
City, Los Angeles, Las Vegas and 
Chicago is now available at Mohegan 
Sun.

Backyard Adventures UTV Tours 
(Canaan)

Offering tours of privately owned 
trails throughout 1,000 acres in the 
Litchfield Hills. State-of-the-art UTVs 
that feature four-wheel drive, two 
side-by-side bucket seats, seat belts, 
power steering, and engines that are 
easy to operate. These UTVs operate 
just like an automobile and feature a 
gas and brake pedal with a steering 
wheel. Valid driver’s license required.

 Maine 
Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens 

(Boothbay)
Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens 

has teamed up with acclaimed Dan-
ish artist Thomas Dambo to bring 
larger-than-life sculptures into the 
gardens—friendly trolls deemed 
“Guardians of the Seeds.” Made of 
recycled wood, the giant trolls of-
fer clues that can be put together to 
unearth a secret. The magical and 
mysterious experience ties into the 
real importance of the sustainability 
of the forests.

Appalachian Mountain Club 
(North Maine Woods)
The International Dark Sky Associ-

ation has designated the Appalachi-

an Mountain Club’s Maine Woods 
property as an International Dark Sky 
Park. The property is within Maine’s 
famed 100-Mile Wilderness and in-
cludes part of the Appalachian Trail. 
The park is the first of its kind in New 
England.

Historic Driving Tours (Statewide)
There are 26 tours organized by 

region and range from 30 minutes to 
four hours. Travelers will experience 
some of Maine’s most beautiful and 
historic downtowns, many of which 
are nationally accredited Main Street 
communities and are vibrant places 
to find local food, shops and cultural 
happenings.

Maine Oyster Trail (Statewide)
Whether you want to shuck, taste, 

learn from the experts or just grab 
and go, there’s no better way to 
appreciate the fresh reward of Maine 
oysters than following along the 
Maine Oyster Trail. The interactive 
guide allows you to pick your desired 
oyster experience and explore the 
different coastal communities along 
the way.

New Hampshire 
Rhythm Craft Ciders (Lincoln)
Seven Birches Winery has expanded 

into the hard craft cider market with 
the development of an all-new brand, 
called Rhythm Craft Ciders. In addi-
tion to developing an all-new, natural 
cider line, Rhythm Ciders has opened 
a new tasting experience in down-
town Lincoln, called the Rhythm 
Ciders Studio.

Jimmy’s Jazz & Blues Club
 (Portsmouth)
Jimmy’s - the new jazz club in 

Places to Go: Places to Go: 
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A New England Summer Getaway

downtown Portsmouth! Enjoy jazz, 
blues, New Hampshire inspired 
cuisine and more in a state-of-the-art 
building restored to its former glory. 
Peruse their calendar of events here.

MS Mount Washington 
(Weirs Beach)
Events planned all season in 2022 

to celebrate the cruise’s 150th anni-
versary. Located in the foothills of 
the White Mountains, this historic 
ship and her sister vessels navigate 
more than 300 islands and 44,000 
acres of crystal-clear water. The MS 
offers scenic tours and dinner cruises 
on Lake Winnipesaukee.

Huttopia White Mountains 
(Albany)
Huttopia now has Vista accommo-

dations that can house five people. 
Their Vista tiny houses offer comfort 
and a connection to the outdoors in 
an unforgettable glamping experi-
ence. Another new addition is the in-
stallation of an intimate activity hub, 
located on the beach where guests 
can sign up for canoe and paddle-

board rentals.

Massachusetts 
Pelham House Resort 
(Dennis Port, Cape Cod)
Pelham House Resort has under-

gone an expansion for an oceanfront 
meeting and wedding venue and 
rooftop bar. The property also is now 
offering accommodations at Pelham 
Farm, only five minutes from the 
main property and located nearby 
the rustic café, Snowy Owl Coffee 
Roasters.

Life House in Berkshires (Lenox)
Opening in August 2022, the Life 

House serves as a writer’s mountain 
retreat with a cocktail bar and library 
lounge inspired by the seasonal land-
scape. The on-property Club House 
provides an upscale gathering place 
and plates that celebrate the season-
ality of the land.

Amesbury Carriage Museum 
Walking Tours (Amesbury)

This self-guided Millyard Walking 
Tour focuses on Amesbury’s histor-

ic Upper and Lower Millyards and 
invites visitors to think of the yard 
as “a museum without walls.” It 
encourages students and adults to 
explore the built environment and 
learn about the city’s rich industri-
al history. Visitors can also enjoy a 
guided walking tour of the Upper 
Millyard the second Saturday each 
month.

African American Heritage Trail 
of Martha’s Vineyard 
(Martha’s Vineyard)
Two new sites are now offered as 

part of the African American Her-
itage Trail system, now with more 
than 30 sites, dedicated to the for-
merly unrecognized contributions 
made by people of African descent 
to the history of Martha’s Vineyard. 
Bronze plaques at each of the sites 
share the story and location’s signif-
icance.

For More 
on Conn., Maine, 

NHampshire, Mass. 
>ClickHere 

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/maine/
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Rhode Island
The Sailing Museum 
(Newport)
Located at the historic Newport 

Armory, the museum provides a 
home for American sailing and a 
place where people can immerse 
themselves in an interactive expe-
rience that celebrates the heritage 
of the sport and honors its legends. 
Interactive educational exhibits will 
provide applications of STEAM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, arts, 
and math) concepts that come alive 
through sailing.

Aloft Providence Downtown 
(Providence)

The Aloft is a new hotel opened by 
Marriott in December of 2021. This 
stylish accommodation offers 170 
guest rooms and five suites located 
near the Providence River in the 
Innovation and Design District of the 
city center, close to Brown University 
and Johnson and the Wales Universi-
ty. The property also features the Blu 
Violet Rooftop Lounge, WXYZ Bar, 
the Re Fuel 24/7 pantry, an on-site fit-

ness center and two meeting rooms.

The Gilded Age and Newport 
Mansions (Newport)

With the popularity of HBO’s The 
Gilded Age, the Preservation Society 
of Newport County has introduced 
new tours to give visitors an opportu-
nity to explore the show’s settings in 
person.

Blackstone River Expeditions Kay-
ak and Canoe Rentals (Central Falls)

Opening in June 2022, this new kay-
ak and canoe rental company along 
the Blackstone River and its water-
shed offer a multitude of boating ex-
periences for the novice or the expert. 
Explore the quiet, teeming marshes 
and shoot through the challenging 
narrows and unusual flows. There 
are at least 200 species of birds in the 
National Heritage Corridor, includ-
ing 16 types of waterfowl.

    Vermont

Amtrak’s Ethan Allen Express
Service expansion to three new 

stations is scheduled to begin in July. 

Visitors from NYC and beyond will 
now be able to visit Middlebury, Ver-
gennes, and Burlington via train.

Tälta Mountain Lodge (Stowe)
Bluebird Hotels has opened a new 

property in Stowe. Most of its 51 
rooms include private desks and 
modular gear walls.

Parker Hill Farm and Boutique 
Campground (Springfield)

This newly opened campground 
offers visitors a unique glamping 
experience on their alpaca farm.

Café Mamajuana (Burlington)
Named a best new restaurant sem-

ifinalist by the James Beard Founda-
tion, this restaurant fuses Dominican, 
Afro-Caribbean, Italian and Spanish 
cuisines for a truly unique dining 
experience.

Click Here Click Here 
For more on For more on 

Rhode IslandRhode Island

For more on VermontFor more on Vermont
>Click Here >Click Here 

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/maine/
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WILDWOOD - Brought to you 
by the producers of Carolina 
Country Music Fest, the Barefoot 
Country Music Fest (BCMF), is 
poised to be the Northeast’s larg-
est outdoor country music fest. 
So mark your calendars for June 
16-19 to head to the beach. 

This 4-day event will host over 
30 of country music’s biggest 
stars and up-and-comers on 
multiple stages on the beach at 
Lincoln Avenue in Wildwood be-
tween the famous Morey’s Piers. 
Headliners include Jason Al-
dean, Florida Georgia Line, Eric 
Church, Cole Swindell, Bret Mi-
chaels, Walker Hayes, and more! 
With the combination of country 

music and the scenic Wildwood’s 
backdrop, this family-friendlyfest 
is a summer vacation destination. 
At the conclusion of the festival 
each evening a fireworks display 
will light up the sky for all to 
enjoy! 

Getting to the Barefoot Country 
Music Fest just got a whole lot 
easier thanks to the Wildwoods 
Island Shuttle service brought to 
you by Jitney!  Ride in air condi-
tion and ease to the festival for 
only $3 (one way) with servic-
es starting as early as noon on 
Friday, to get y’all to the beach 
early! 

When you’re here in Wildwood 
for the fest, you HAVE TO make 

some time to check out the amaz-
ing Morey’s Piers, located right 
next to the festival grounds. Ride 
some rides, play some games, 
and have some fun!

The after party is at Seaport 
Pier! Take a stroll down the 
boardwalk and meet us there 
each night. Seaport Pier has a 
beachfront concert stage, with a 
top of the line sound system for 
the BCMF afterparties. Their deck 
area sets the vibe for a beautiful 
outdoor dining and drinking ex-
perience with a panoramic view 
of the ocean. T

For more details, concert line-
up or to purchase tickets, visit 
BarefootCountryMusicFest.com.

For more 
information 

on New Jersey
>CLICK HERE!

Go, See, Do:Go, See, Do:

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/new-jersey/
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Things to Do: Things to Do: 

BAMcinemaFest 2022BAMcinemaFest 2022
BROOKLYN - BAM announces the lineup for this 

year’s BAMcinemaFest taking place in person at 
BAM Rose Cinemas June 23—30. Overflowing with 
funny, moving, challenging, and thought-provok-
ing discoveries, this year’s festival is a celebration 
of all that movies can be when bold, uncompromis-
ing artists are empowered to tell their own stories. 
Festival programmer and senior programmer for 
film Jesse Trussell explains, “I’m thrilled to have 
BAMcinemaFest back in person and to spotlight this 
incredible lineup of filmmakers. As we close in on a 
year since BAM 
Rose Cinemas 
reopened, it’s a 
joy to be able to 
gather and cele-
brate this art form 
as a collective 
experience.” 

The festival 
opens with Af-
tershock, an 
award-win-
ning powerful 
documentary 
spotlighting the 
Black women, 
and bereaved 
partners, who have been failed by the U.S. maternal 
health system. Directed by Paula Eiselt and Tonya 
Lewis Lee, the screening will be followed by a panel 
discussion to inspire and empower the trailblazing 
work being done to ensure the best birthing out-
comes for all Americans.

 The festival features the New York premiere of 
new restorations of Ayoka Chenzira’s first feature 
film, the coming-of-age dramatic comedy Alma’s 
Rainbow (1993), screening with her animated satir-
ical short film Hair Piece: A Film for Nappyheaded 
People (1984). Amber Bemak’s 100 Ways to Touch 
the Border, a self-reflexive documentary on the 
radical artistic practice of extraordinary Mexican/
Chicano performance artist Guillermo Gómez-Peña 

and his troupe La Pocha Nostra, makes its world 
premiere.

 The hopes, anxieties, and romantic tanglings of 
Gen Z make an appearance at BAMcinemaFest with 
Andrew Infante’s award-winning Brooklyn rom-
com Ferny & Luca and Kit Zauhar’s feature debut 
Actual People. The festival also includes Ramin 
Bahrani’s (Chop Shop, White Tiger) acclaimed 2nd 
Chance about the life and lies of the bulletproof vest 
inventor; Rita Baghdadi’s Sirens, the story of the 
Middle East’s first all-female thrash metal band; and 

Julie Ha & Eugene 
Yi’s Free Chol Soo 
Lee, a portrait of 
community activ-
ism following the 
wrongful convic-
tion of Chol Soo 
Lee and the com-
plex legacy of be-
coming the symbol 
of a movement.

Also in this 
year’s lineup, 
Damian Marcano’s 
award-winning 
breakout debut 
Chee$e; Ahsen Na-

deem’s Crows Are White, a documentary-existential 
comedy set in a Buddhist monastery; director Jason 
Kohn’s documentary-thriller about the secretive 
world of the diamond industry Nothing Lasts Forev-
er; and Tyler Taormina’s Happer’s Comet screening 
with Rodrigo Ojeda-Beck and Robert Machoian’s 
The Last Days of August, two visually stunning 
films that capture prairie towns in Nebraska and the 
quiet nightlife of suburban Long Island. BAMcine-
maFest features two short film programs highlight-
ing formally inventive short films that ask questions 
about art, history, family, connection, and trauma.

 For more on NewYork
>CLICK HERE!

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/new-jersey/
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People cheer as horses 
take part in the Belmont 
Stakes race on Long Is-
land

LONG ISLAND - Come one, 
come all for the delightful eight-
day Belmont Stakes Racing Fes-
tival in Elmont, Long Island. The 
festival takes place at beautiful 
Belmont Park from Thursday, 
June 9 through Saturday, June 11, 
the day of the 154th running of 
the Belmont Stakes, the $1 mil-
lion, 1.5-mile race for 3-year-olds, 
which is the final leg of the Triple 
Crown and the oldest of thor-
oughbred racing’s Triple Crown 
events. 

Festival attendees will see 17 
stakes races over the three days of 
action and eight Grade 1 races on 
Belmont Stakes Day. Now in its 
eighth year as a multi-day event, 
the festival features a unique 
blend of world-class racing and 
entertainment alongside premium 
food and beverage offerings (be 
sure to try the Belmont Jewel, the 
official cocktail of the Belmont 
Stakes). DJ Pauly D, one of the 
world’s most in-demand DJs and 
reality television personalities, 
will headline the entertainment 
lineup, presented by Mohegan 
Sun. June 9-11.

Ticket prices start at $30. Gen-
eral admission tickets to the 

Belmont Stakes provide standing 
room access to the Clubhouse, 
Grandstand and Backyard. Track-
side apron access is limited to 
Reserved Apron Bench and Top 
of the Stretch ticket holders only. 
General admission tickets do not 
include a reserved seat or access 
to a reserved area. General admis-
sion guests are not guaranteed a 
direct view of the racetrack.

For more information, visit 
online at https://www.belmont-
stakes.com/

For more on NewYork
>CLICK HERE!

Things to Do: Things to Do: 

Belmont Stakes RacesBelmont Stakes Races

https://www.belmont-stakes.com/
https://www.belmont-stakes.com/
https://www.belmont-stakes.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/new-jersey/
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L
et the travels begin! Many people are almost 
giddy with the thought of being able to trav-
el again but even though circumstances are 
beginning to stabilize around a “new nor-
mal,” those planning to travel continue to be 

mindful of safety protocols, mode of travel, afforda-
bility and accommodations.  Lehigh Valley’s Bear 
Creek Mountain Resort meets and exceeds all these 
requirements as well as adding a number of notable 
travel experiences.

The resort is within driving distance of Washing-
ton, DC, Baltimore and New York. It is the nearest 
ski resort, 60-miles, to Philadelphia. The all-season 
resort, located in the Lehigh Valley between Blue 
and South Mountains, was populated pre-first con-
tact, by the Lenni Lenape. They traveled the Great 
Minsi Trail, now Bethlehem 
Pike, as a trade route.  

Europeans arrived in the 
Lehigh Valley in the early 1700s, 
traveled the trail and forcibly 
removed the natives from the 
area and in 1737 the land was 
ceded to Pennsylvania in the 
Walking Purchase. German 
immigrants arrived around 
1743 drawn by advertisements 
from land agents of William 
Penn. Census records from 1800 
indicate that of the 21 African 
Americans residing in the valley 
only one was enslaved. She was a house servant in 
Macungie.

Bear Creek Mountain Resort is located in Ma-
cungie, founded in 1776 on what was formerly 
known by the natives as Maccongy, “feeding place 
of the bears.” In1857 the Rittenhouse Gap mine was 
established along with the 1850 Catasuaqu a-Fogels-
ville Railroad. The railroad carried iron ore to valley 
furnaces for processing. Thomas Edison spent time 
visiting the mine to explore developing an economi-
cal method of iron ore extraction. The mine closed in 
1944.  www.bcmountainresort.com 

A two-trail ski area opened in 1967 as Doe Moun-
tain Ski Resort and after new ownership in 1999, 

it was reborn as the 52-room, year round, Bear 
Creek Mountain Resort & Conference Center. Spe-
cialty winter resort offers include 21 ski trails over 
86-acres. The trails represent skill levels from begin-
ner to the challenging Sasquatch Trail with a 50% 
slope. Tubing, ski rental, snowboarding, ski lessons 
and Mountain Trail Passes are also offered. Bear 
Mountain has been designated in the top ten Small 
Ski Area’s in both North America and United States.

The menu of warm weather activities is even more 
creative and expansive. In the activity center you 
can sign up for archery shooting and ax throwing, 
Segway tours, pond fishing and guided mountain 
SXS tours. SXS tours take you on the ski trails to 
the mountain summit and along the tracks of the 
mining railroad. A unique Giant Swing helps you 

fly through the woods and over a 
pond in a 90-minute session that in-
cludes lessons and flight. Children 
can also experience Bear Creek 
Mountain Camp.

The resort’s Fitness Center is 
fully equipped with state-of-the-
art apparatus available to regis-
tered guests. Paired with on-site, 
full-service, spa treatments and an 
outdoor heated pool, stays here are 
immersive wellness experiences. 
There are two dining facilities, the 
Grille at Bear Creek and the Trail’s 
End café that are available through-

out all seasons. Designed for quick bites for outdoor 
enthusiasts the Mountain Eatery is open during 
winter months only. 

Hotel accommodations are spacious, have great 
views and provide amenities including WIFI, deluxe 
bedding and safety protocols. 

Bear Mountain Creek Resort and Conference 
Center is a perfect destination for these times. There 
are numerous on-site events and activities and 
guests can interact with others at a level at which 
they feel comfortable. The resort is close enough to 
other sites and attractions to make it an ideal hub 
from which to explore the surrounding area.

Lehigh Valley is filled with unique cultural sites 

Bear Creek Mountain Resort & Conference Center
Places to Go:

http://www.bcmountainresort.com
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including Pennsylvania 
Dutch Country and the 
Moravian settled cities. 
This year they are hon-
oring the International 
Tricentennial Moravian 
Trail. The trail traces 
their route from Hern-
hut, Germany to colo-
nies in the New World. 

The most notable colonies in Pennsylvania, Naza-
reth and Bethlehem, continue to have extant sites 
that date from the 1740s and are open to visitors.   

Bethlehem, a 30-minute drive from Bear 
Creek, is Bethlehem, PA, the official “Christ-
mas City USA” since 1937 and is currently a 
tentative UNESCO site. The north side of the 
city contains the historic district and tours are 
offered year round. #VisitBethlehempa

Allentown, 15-miles from Bear Creek, con-
tains a significant American Revolutionary his-
toric site. The colonies’ Chief Justice, William Allen, 
founded the city in 1762. The Allen family engaged 
in the slave trade but divested themselves of the 
business in the 1770s. The enslaved they held were 
freed upon the death of individual family members. 
It is believed the final three were freed in 1778 upon 

the death of William’s son.
Allentown’s first church was constructed of logs 

in 1762. It was rebuilt of stone in 1773 and the Zion 
Reformed Church has stood on the original site 
ever since. The church, on the National Register of 
Historic Places, has functioned as safe haven during 
Indian raids, a Revolutionary War hospital and the 
Liberty Bell Shrine.

In 1777 George Washington was routed at Bran-
dywine Creek leaving Philadelphia vulnerable to oc-
cupation. It was decided that 11 bells, including the 
Liberty Bell, should be hidden to keep them out of 
British hands and being used to make weapons. The 

bells were secreted in hay wagons and 
relocated at night under heavy guard to 
Allentown. They were hidden beneath 
the floorboards until June 1778.

The Liberty Bell Shrine is on the lower 
level of Zion Reformed Church. A repli-
cated Liberty Bell and 46-ft. mural de-
picting the bell’s journey are showcased. 

www.Libertybellmuseum.org
Begin and end your vacation at Bear Creek Moun-

tain Resort with lots of adventure in between. There 
are outstanding opportunities to stay and play as 
well as connect with culture at your own pace and 
affordable rate.

Bear Creek Mountain Resort & Conference Center
By Renée S. Gordon

http://www.Libertybellmuseum.org
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To many people the Central Pennsylvania Fes-
tival of the Arts (CPFA) is something that “just 
happens” each summer. School lets out for the 
summer, and in what seems like the blink of an 
eye, the Festival is on the calendar. 

 Of course, the Festival, doesn’t “just happen,” 
according to Executive Director Rick Bryant  “It’s 
the result of a lot of hard work by more than a 
few people.” There are the landscapers, the stage 
hands, musicians, artists, and volunteers needed 
to make this event a successful one. 

This year the dates are July 13-17. Approxi-
mately 125,000 people are expected to visit the 
Festival each year. Among all the artists exhibits, 
there is also a children and youth sidewalk sale, 
a silent auction event, live entertainment each 
night, a bookfest, and  street painting. 

The popular juried fine art exhibition, Imag-
es 2022 includes  drawings, paintings, pastels, 
mixed media, photography, hand-pulled prints, 
watercolors, fiber, paper, and digital art. Imag-
es 2022 will be presented to the public in a live 
exhibition hanging in downtown State College 
for the month of July 2022. Images 2022 is open 
to artists whose primary residence is in Pennsyl-
vania.

Founded in 1967 by the State College Chamber 
of Commerce and Penn State University’s Col-
lege of Arts and Architecture in an effort to bring 
the arts and commerce to the area, the CPFA is 
an independent, not-for-profit corporation.

In the years since the first festival, it has 
evolved to encompass the Sidewalk Sale and 
Exhibition, performances on outdoor and indoor 
stages, a banner competition, Children & Youth 
Day, a juried gallery exhibition, and the Italian 
Street Painting Festival. The Festival assists the 
Nittany Valley Running Club in presenting the 
Sue Crowe Memorial Arts Festival Races, and 
Schlow Centre Region Library in presenting 
BookFest.

For a complete list of music performers and 
more information, visit https://arts-festival.com/

Places to Go:Places to Go:

Pennsy Art FestivalPennsy Art Festival

For more on Pennsylvania
>CLICK HERE

https://arts-festival.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/pennsylvania/
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 This year’s Helen Keller Festival will be June 23-26 
in Spring Park, Tuscumbia. The festivities will fea-
ture arts and crafts vendors, live music, food and 
fun for the whole family!
Join us for the parade and street party on Thurs-
day with DRIVE and Showdown to kick things off.
Friday is “Stars Fell on Alabama” night, featuring 
rising stars Sweet Tea Trio, Tristen Gressett, and Ca-
dence Baker. On Saturday, come jam with Yes Tres-
passing, The J. Patrick Reed Band, Moon Tree Band, 
and Jefferson Starship.Tickets are $5/per person and 
can be purchased at the gate. We hope to see you 
there!

THE HELEN KELLER ART SHOW at Tennessee 
Valley Art Museum Emergence: a juried art exhi-
bition for emerging artists featuring 45 innovative 
artists from across the country. About 75 artists from 
all over the United States have submitted artwork, 
and our jurors (Stacey Holloway, Darius Hill, and 
Wayne Sides) chose the most innovative work from 
these submissions to be included in the show. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to get a glimpse of the future 
of art, through the eyes of some of the country’s 
most talented emerging artists.
Exhibition Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 9am-5 pm; Saturday 10am-5pm
Admission: $5 for Adults; $3 for Students
Free for TVAA Members and for Healthcare,  Edu-
cation, and First Responder Workers, as part of our 
Arts for the Frontline program, sponsored by Bank 
Independent and E.S. Robbins

TUSCUMBIA RAILROAD DEPOT MUSEUM
204 West 5th Street, Tuscumbia
Tuesday – Friday, 9 – 3 p.m. Admission is $2.

HELEN 
KELLER LI-
BRARY ANNU-
AL BOOK SALE
Helen Keller 
Library, 511 N. 
Main St., Friday, 
10 – 4 p.m.
Be sure to visit 
the library for 
great deals on books. Funds support library events. 
Sponsored by: Friends of the Helen Keller Library. 
For more information contact 256-383-7065.

THE MIRACLE WORKER 
Playwright William Gibson’s epic drama, “The 
Miracle Worker” is performed on the grounds of 
Ivy Green each year on weekends from early June 
through mid July. Celebrating over 30 years of out-
door performances at the birthplace of “America’s 
First Lady of Courage,” the play carries the audience 
into the daily disappointments and then the miracu-
lous” breakthrough of the young Helen Keller at the 
guidance of her teacher Anne Sullivan, “The Miracle 
Worker”, with authentic costumes and sets, and 
professional acting. 
The show is produced by the Helen Keller Foundation, 
Inc, a non-profit organization during the months of June 
and July, Friday and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. Gates 
open at 6:30 pm for a free tour of the home and grounds 
with ticket. Reserved seats are $15. General admission is 
$10. For more information, visit https://helenkellerfestival.
com/

Go, See, Do:

For More on Alabama 
> Click Here

https://helenkellerfestival
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/alabama/
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(MOUNTAIN VIEW, – Ozark 
Folk Center State Park in Moun-
tain View is now open for the 
summer season, in conjunction 
with the city’s Arkansas Folk 
Festival. Held in the self-pro-
claimed “Folk Music Capital of 
the World,” the 2022 season runs 
through Oct. 22, ending during 
Mountain View’s annual Beanfest 
and Championship Outhouse 
Races.

The state park scheduled five fam-
ily-friendly music festivals this year 
featuring top talent from the Moun-
tain View music scene and perfor-
mances by Grammy award-winning 
musicians at the park’s 1,000-seat 
music venue, the Ozark Highlands 
Theater. There are still three to attend: 
Country Blues & BBQ on June 17 
and 18, Bluegrass & Fried Chicken on 
Aug. 26 and 27, and the Stringband 
Music & Arts Festival on Oct. 17 and 
18. Tickets are on sale now for the 
Dulcimer Jamboree, Country Blues & 
BBQ and Cowboy Festival at Ozark-
FolkCenter.Ticketleap.com.

The Craft Village at the Ozark Folk 
Center State Park is home to dozens 
of master craftsmen and women who 
make, sell and demonstrate a variety 

of modern and traditional crafts dur-
ing special events. Visitors can explore 
20 different artisan shops in the Craft 
Village and enjoy traditional Ameri-
can music during daytime music sets 
at the Blacksmith Stage, located on 
the park’s upper level.

For visitors who delight in the natu-
ral beauty of the Ozarks, be sure to set 
aside time during music festivals to 
discover the Heritage Herb Garden, 
where pass-along plants, flowers and 
herbs for healing are on full display. 
Many plants are available for sale in 
the park’s Herb Arbor.

The young-at-heart and families 
with children will enjoy riding on 
the animal-powered picnic swing 
with Whiskey or Tango the Donkey. 
The state park also offers a variety of 
educational opportunities including 
living history at the historic Shannon 

Cabin and one-room schoolhouse, 
which are sure to spark the imagina-
tion about pioneer life in the Ozarks.

The Craft Village, Heritage Herb 

Garden, daytime music performanc-
es and attractions at the Ozark Folk 
Center are open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. every Tuesday through Saturday 
during the season (April 15-Oct. 22). 
Loco Ropes Treetop Adventures, also 
located at Ozark Folk Center State 
Park, is open Tuesday through Satur-
day for arrivals between 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. (March 5-November 26).

Ozark Folk Center’s Cabins at Dry 
Creek offer 53 modern duplex cabin 
rooms with a variety of pet-friend-
ly, ADA and family suites to visitors 
year-round. The lodge at the Cabins 
at Dry Creek contains a recreation 
room and swimming pool for guests 
to enjoy between Memorial Day and 
Labor Day. To make a cabin reserva-
tion, visit OzarkFolkCenter.com.

For more on Arkansas For more on Arkansas 
>Click Here

Places to Go:    

Arkansas Folk FestivalArkansas Folk Festival

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/arkansas/
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Places to Go:    

Arkansas Folk FestivalArkansas Folk Festival

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Fla_Airboats-1.jpg
https://www.wildfl.com
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Go, Do, SeeGo, Do, See

Summer Festivals Summer Festivals 
Waterlily 
Celebration 
June 18/VERO 

BEACH - In June, the 
waterlilies are in full 
bloom. During the 
warm summer months, 
the lilies bring vibrant 
color in flowers and 
leaves, and fragrance 
and texture to the 
ponds and streams. 
McKee Botanical Gar-
den, an unusual his-
toric garden  and once 
a popular roadside 
attraction, celebrates 
with this 17th annual event. 
Come celebrate the essence of this 
historic garden with the state’s 
largest collection of waterlilies. 
The garden opens at  8:30 a.m. so 
you can see night-blooming varie-
ties before they close their petals. 
Enjoy repotting demonstrations, 
plein air artists creating beauti-
ful works of art, plant vendors, 
and the annual waterlily photo 
contest. The gardens also opened 
an innovative children’s garden 
recently. For more information, 
visit https://mckeegarden.org/spe-
cial-events/ 

Truman’s Tropical 
Fruit Festival 

June 18/KEY WEST - Can you 
tell the difference between a 
haden and a kent mango? This 
juicy free event offers a taste of 
many types of mangoes and other 
tropical fruits, a tasty cocktail (for 

purchase), cooking demos and 
fruit trees you can purchase to 
take home. Held on the grounds 
of the Harry S. Truman Little 
White House, 111 Front St., Key 
West. Hours are 9 a.m. to noon.

While there, you can experience 
an exclusive journey through the 
Truman Little White House on 
a brand new White Glove VIP 
Tour. Be transported back to 
the era when our 33rd President 

spent 175 days in Key 
West at Florida’s only 
Presidential site. You’ll 
learn about the fasci-
nating history from 
your own personal, 
expert guide and 
gain an up close and 
personal look at Tru-
man’s Key West life. 
For more information, 
visit https://www.tru-
manlittlewhitehouse.
org/

Pensacola     
Beach Air Show  

July 6-9 / PENSACOLA 
BEACH - The stars of the show 
are the locally-based Blue Angels 
aerobatic team, the U. S. Navy’s 
flight demonstration squadron 
stationed at Forrest Sherman Field 
aboard Naval Air Station Pensaco-
la. They perform with other mili-
tary and civilian aeronautic teams 
before thousands of spectators on 
Pensacola Beach in this annual  
free show. 

Locals and visitors from all 
over look forward to the annu-
al Pensacola Beach Air Show as 
they can eperience various practic 
sessions along the beach leading 
up to the big event on show day, 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Pensacola Beach 
provides a perfect backdrop to 
watch the mind-blowing aerial 
maneuvers the U.S. Navy flight 
demonstration team has perfected 
over the past seven decades. Visit 
http://visitpensacolabeach.com/
whats-happening-blue-angels/

https://mckeegarden.org/spe-cial-events/
https://mckeegarden.org/spe-cial-events/
https://mckeegarden.org/spe-cial-events/
https://www.tru-manlittlewhitehouse.org/
https://www.tru-manlittlewhitehouse.org/
https://www.tru-manlittlewhitehouse.org/
http://visitpensacolabeach.com/
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For More on Florida, 
>Click Here 

Hemingway Days, 
July 21-23/KEY WEST - Fans 

of Ernest Hemingway’s liter-
ary greatness and vigorous life, 
including scores of bearded 
Hemingway look-alikes, are to 
converge on Key West Tuesday 
through Sunday, July 19-24, for 
Hemingway Days 2022. The festi-
val, celebrating one of Key West’s 
favorite former residents, offers 
a Hemingway look-alike contest 
and a fanciful “running of the 

bull.”
The Hemingway Days sched-

ule also features the Stock Island 
Marina Village Key West Marlin 
Tournament and the 5k Sunset 
Run/Walk and Paddleboard Race, 
both saluting Hemingway’s sport-
ing lifestyle, and a lively daylong 
street fair on famed Duval Street.

Stop by Sloppy Joe’s, where 
Ernest Hemingway frequented 
while living in the area, for a pice 
of Papa birthday cake o Thursday, 
before the look-alike contest be-
gins. https://sloppyjoes.com/look-
alike-contest/lal-schedule/

Caladium 
Festival

July 29-31/LAKE PLACID - A 
rare small-town festival in the 
summer, offering arts and crafts, 
beer garden, food booths, live 
entertainment and a car and bike 
show. A floral arrangement com-
petition wil take place sponsored 
by the Lake Placid Garden Club 

along with the art competition.. 
Lake Placid, Florida is “The 

Caladium Capital of The World.” 
Since there is only enough room 
for 100 booths throughout the 
festival with an attempt to keep 
at least half of the booths caladi-
um-related. For more information, 
fisit https://www.caladiumfestival.
org/.

https://sloppyjoes.com/look-alike-contest/lal-schedule/
https://sloppyjoes.com/look-alike-contest/lal-schedule/
https://sloppyjoes.com/look-alike-contest/lal-schedule/
https://www.caladiumfestival
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/florida/
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In the South Georgia commu-
nity of Cordele, you’ll find the 
biggest, sweetest watermelons in 
the world. To celebrate the water-
melon harvest in June — and all 
good things grown in the South 
— Cordele’s Watermelon Days 
Festival has parades; watermelon 
eating, seed spitting and chucking 
contests; and sweet, cold wedges 
of watermelon.

The Watermelon Days Festival, 
the oldest festival in the state of 
Georgia is held annually in June 
and includes events for the whole 
family!  Come out and enjoy a 
fun-filled day with food, arts and 
crafts, entertainment, and more! 
This year, the festival is June 20-25 
at the Georgia Veterans Memorial 
State Park.

Offering over thirty activities 
during the celebration of the fruit, 
which has made us so famous. 
We hold the festival to honor the 
farmers, growers, brokers, and 
buyers, which has a huge econom-
ic impact on Cordele-Crisp Coun-
ty. This is a family and friends 
festival with something for every-
one!

Our title “Watermelon Capital of 
the World” was challenged in the 
early ’90s by Hope, Arkansas, and 
Hempstead, Texas. The competi-
tion was tough, but Cordele-Crisp 
County proved that we truly have 
the best melons anywhere and 
proudly retained our title. Our 
melons were judged as the crisp-
est, juiciest, and sweetest. This is 
due to the hot, dry nights and the 

type of soil in our county. Over 
200 million pounds of melons are 
grown and shipped from our com-
munity each year. The watermelon 
festival and watermelon industry 
are a tremendous economic engine 
for our community. 

For more information, visit on-
line at https://visitcordele.com/

For more on Georgia
> Click Here

  Watermelon Days FestivalWatermelon Days Festival

https://visitcordele.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/georgia/


June, 2022 ~ EXTENDEDWEEKENDGETAWAYS.COM  | -51-

  Watermelon Days FestivalWatermelon Days Festival

A Taste of Covington Food, Wine, Music & 
Art Festival, returns June 1-30, 2022. The 11th an-
nual event revolves around Covington’s stellar restaurants 
and arts-loving culture in Historic Downtown Covington, 
Louisiana and is presented by Gulf Coast Bank

This monthlong event features wine dinners, tastings 
and more, Tuesday through Friday nights with special 
events on weekends.

Each restaurant will provide an all-inclusive four to five-

course gourmet meal with wine pairing at varied prices. 
Seatings are at 7 pm, and are limited so make your reser-
vations early with the restaurant of your choice. Menus 
and prices will be posted as received at www.atasteofcov-
ington.com.

Vintner’s Dinners are by reservation only, made direct-
ly with each restaurant. A Taste of Covington events are 
21 years or older for adult entertainment (no children or 
pets). Events have sold out each year, so be sure to pur-
chase/reserve early. Tickets and information are available 
at www.aTasteofCovington.com. No tickets to events will 
be sold at the door.

For more onFor more on
 Louisiana Louisiana

>CLICK HERE>CLICK HERE

The 34th Annual Louisiana Corn Festival 
will be held June 9, 10, 11, 2022
The Louisiana Corn Festival is held every year the 

second full weekend in June. The festival and slogan “Aw 
Shucks” originated in 1986 and still is the only corn fes-
tival in the state of Louisiana. The name Louisiana Corn 
Festival was given to honor the impact that agriculture has 
on our economy and a Corn Farmer is honored each year. 
This festival has something for all ages. There is music 
every night with live bands Friday and Saturday night 
with a street dance, games, contests, corn cooking contest, 
children’s parade, pirogue races, corn shucking contest 
and corn eating contest!  We also host a state wide softball 
tournament. With thousands of visitors each year our fam-
ily friendly atmosphere makes the Louisiana Corn Festival 
an annual event to attend for families across our great state 
of Louisiana! All proceeds of the festival are put back into 
the community, festival grounds, and projects throughout 
the city. So follow the rows of corn down to Bunkie, where 
you are sure to have a corn shucking good time!!

Go, See, Do
Food Festivals

http://www.atasteofcov-ington.com
http://www.atasteofcov-ington.com
http://www.atasteofcov-ington.com
http://www.aTasteofCovington.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/louisiana/
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The ever-popular American 
road trip is firing on all cylin-
ders this summer in Oklahoma’s 
Chickasaw Country. Whether on 
a motorcycle excursion, first-time 
RVer, or just wanting to get out 
and see the USA in the family car, 
now is the time to plan an ex-
tended weekend getaway to the 
underexplored area of the Sooner 
State. 

Located in south-central Okla-
homa, this vast region is filled 
with quirky roadside attractions 
and is teeming with an abundance 
of outdoor adventures, from boat-
ing to fishing to hunting. It’s also 
the perfect place to discover First 
American culture and customs. 
Oklahoma’s Adventure Road, 
otherwise known as Interstate 35, 
runs right through Chickasaw 
Country, as do plenty of other 
scenic byways and quiet rural 
roads.

If you can, schedule around 
any one (or two or three) of the 
following festivals in order to get 
a true picture of the lifestyle and 
culture of the Chickasaw natives. 

The Okie Noodling Tour-
nament and Festival is sched-
uled for June 17-18 at the Wacker 
Park in Pauls Valley. See who can 
catch the biggest catfish in the 
state with their bare hands. Differ-
ent categories in this tournament 
include big fish, top female and 
18 and under. There will be a final 
weigh-in to see the biggest catfish 

of all entered! 
Enjoy live musical entertain-

ment at the main stage, face paint-
ing and inflatables for the kids, 
a kids’ noodling clinic, catfish 
cookoff and kids’ catfish eating 
contest. These festival activities 
are definately geared for the en-
joyment of the whole family. 

The next weekend is the Ar-
tesian Arts Festival  on June 
25th in Sulphur. Chickasaw artists 
will be featured with authentic 
artwork. Don’t miss the dance 
performancess and when you get 
hungry, there will be food trucks 
present with favorite festival food.   

Activities begin at 9 a.m. and 
continue until 5 p.m. Hosted by 
the Chickasaw Nation, the Arte-
sian Arts Festival is a celebration 
of all art expressions. The one-day 
event features diverse art media 
including vibrant paintings, bas-
ketry, jewelry, sculpture, metal-
working, beadwork, textiles and 
pottery.  For more information, 

visit https://
www.artesi-
anartsfestival.
com/ 

The Strat-
ford Peach 
Festival and 
Rodeo is July 16 in Stratford. 
Pick up a bushel of fresh peaches 
from one of seven area orchards 
participating in the event, or sim-
ply enjoy a delicious serving of 
homemade peach ice cream.  

This festival features a 5k family 
fun run, free pancake breakfast 
followed by a car show, farmers’ 
market brimming with fresh-
ly plucked peaches plus food 
vendors, carnival rides and live 
entertainment. In the evening, 
the rodeo gets underway with a 
parade to the arena, traditional 
rodeo events including barrel 
racing, bull and bronc riding.  For 
details, visit https://www.face-
book.com/2022peachfestivalstrat-
fordok/

Roadtrip Through Chickasaw Country Roadtrip Through Chickasaw Country 
in Time for Their Summer Festivals in Time for Their Summer Festivals 

Go, Do, See:Go, Do, See:

https://www.artesi-anartsfestival.com/
https://www.artesi-anartsfestival.com/
https://www.artesi-anartsfestival.com/
https://www.artesi-anartsfestival.com/
https://www.face-book.com/2022peachfestivalstrat-fordok/Do
https://www.face-book.com/2022peachfestivalstrat-fordok/Do
https://www.face-book.com/2022peachfestivalstrat-fordok/Do
https://www.face-book.com/2022peachfestivalstrat-fordok/Do
https://www.face-book.com/2022peachfestivalstrat-fordok/Do
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Roadtrip Through Chickasaw Country Roadtrip Through Chickasaw Country 
in Time for Their Summer Festivals in Time for Their Summer Festivals 

Now is there anything better 
than a juicy, cold, ripe water-
melon for a wonderful summer 
festival? Never fear, for it’s all 
planned right here as the Rush 
Springs Watermelon Fes-
tival on August 13 in Rush 
Springs. An annual event since 
1948, as many as 20,000 guests 
attend annually. There will be 
plenty of watermelon tasting, 
watermelon-themed activities, 
carnival rides and family friendly 
entertainment. 

The events will feature a 
seed-spitting contest, an arts and 
craft fair with more than 100 ven-
dors participating, stage shows, 
on-site food vendors and a classic 
automotive show. For more infor-
mation, see their Facebook page 

at https://www.facebook.com/
rushspringswatermelonfestival/

For more places to go, things 
to do and people to see to learn 
about this unique Chickasaw na-
tion be sure to stop by The Chick-
asaw Cultural Center in Sulphur  
which is dedicated to the history 
and culture of the Chickasaw 
people. Filled with collections and 
exhibits, visitors can enjoy perfor-
mances and demonstrations. Here 
are a few other suggestions: 

All American Eccentricities and 
Classic Diners

Wynnewood’s Muffler Man 
Cowboy looms large. The 22-foot-
tall fiberglass sculpture dates 
from the 1960s, an era when simi-

lar behemoths were placed along 
popular road tripping routes as 
advertising icons. The Toy and 
Action Figure Museum in Pauls 
Valley is an homage to action fig-
ures and their creators. The mu-
seum houses more than 13,000 ac-
tion figures, many of which fill its 
“Collector’s Bedroom” diorama. 
The Hand and Butterfly Sculpture 
near Stratford depicts a butterfly 
landing on the outstretched finger 
of a hand. The 31-foot-tall work 
of art is particularly striking (and 
Instragrammable) when viewed 
against the backdrop of a blue 
Oklahoma sky.

Fat Bully’s by the Lake in Sul-
phur is a classic biker bar. 

Please turn to next page...

By Kathy Barnett
Managing Editor

https://www.facebook.com/
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The motorcycle-themed burger 
joint is a popular spot for locals 
and roadtrippers alike. Bob’s 
Pig Shop in Pauls Valley is the 
place to satisfy a craving for BBQ, 
whether in the form of ribs, sliced 
brisket or a good hamburger. 
Circle D Café in Waurika, Oklaho-
ma is one of those family-owned 
diners featuring secret family rec-
ipes that have been passed down 
through generations. Expect heap-
ing portions at bargain prices. 

First American Culture
This area is home to the Chick-

asaw Nation. Its tribal capitol 
building is located at Tishomingo. 
Dating from 1898, the Victorian, 
gothic-style structure is more than 
8,000 square feet and was built of 
red granite. The Chickasaw Cul-

tural Center in Sulphur is dedi-
cated to the history and culture of 
the Chickasaw people. Filled with 
collections and exhibits, visitors 
are also treated to performances 
and demonstrations. There’s also 
the chance to dine on traditional 
Chickasaw food in the Aaimpa’ 
Café. In Ada, the Chokma’si Gal-
lery features one-of-a-kind works 
of art by Chickasaw artists. For 
more on First American culture: 
https://chickasawcountry.com/
history-culture.

Nature Abounds in Chickasaw 
Country

Water may be the main attrac-
tion in the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area, but don’t miss 
the bison. After communing with 
the park’s herd, take a hike up 

Bromide Hill or swim near Little 
Niagara Falls. Turner Falls Park 
in Davis is home to Oklahoma’s 
largest waterfall, along with natu-
ral caves and hiking trails. Wauri-
ka Lake, built by the US Corps of 
Engineers, provides visitors with 
an array of outdoor recreational 
opportunities from fishing and 
hunting to boating, skiing and 
swimming, and of course, camp-
ing. 

There are more trip ideas at 
https://chickasawcountry.com/

For more onFor more on
OklahomaOklahoma

>CLICK HERE>CLICK HERE

Chickasaw Country...Chickasaw Country...
ContinuedContinued

Chickasaw Indians have 
a long history of playing 
the traditional game of 
stickball, shown at right. 
Also known as “little 
brother of war,” this 
game has been handed 
down from generation to 
generation and was his-
torically played to settle 
conflicts over land and 
politics between First 
American tribes.

https://chickasawcountry.com/
https://chickasawcountry.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/oklahoma/
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For More on Texas
>CLICK HERE

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/texas/
https://www.lonestarbbqandmusic.com
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Toby Keith, Halestorm and Brett Eldredge are the 
chosen headliners this year for the annual Ribfest in 
Wheaton. The Exchange Club of Naperville is ex-
cited to announce the 2022 Ribfest will be held June 
17 through June 20 at the DuPage Event Center and 
Fairgrounds.

The venue will allow patrons plenty of space to en-
joy the carnival by Fantasy Amusements Co., award 
winning ribs, Wintrust Community Banks family fun 
area and exhibits with no entry fee. The dedicated 
entertainment site will offer a lineup of premium 
artists each day and will require a ticket purchase 
which includes full venue access. All individuals 
over 3 years old must be ticketed. 

The 33rd Annual Ribfest blends community, en-
tertainment, and of course award-winning ribs from 
vendors across the country. Ribfest is the major 
fundraiser put on every year by the Exchange Club 
of Naperville to help fight child abuse and domestic 
violence, while strengthening families in our local 
communities. As a result of these fundraising efforts, 
in Ribfest’s 32 years, over $18 million has been con-
tributed back to our local communities in support of 
these causes.

Country Star Toby Keith will headline Ribfest on 
Friday, June 17 for CITGO Day. He will take the 
stage at 9 p.m. after opening concert Elle King. Toby 
Keith is one of the modern era’s most complete 
self-directed hit makers and has been for nearly 30 
years since he burst onto the country music scene. 
He is known for hits including “Red Solo Cup,” 
“Should’ve Been A Cowboy,” and newest hit “Peso 
in My Pocket.” General admission tickets start at $45. 

To reserve or 
for more infor-
mation, visit 
https://www.
ribfest.net/mu-
sic/toby-keith

Grammy winners Halestorm brings their high-en-
ergy, high-volume rock and metal chops to the 
Ribfest stage Saturday at 9 p.m. for IDOT Day with 
Candlebox opening for them. They now have the 
most #1 songs of any female fronted rock band in 
history in the active rock format. Halestorm’s latest 
hit, “The Steeple” recently cracked the top 10. Tick-
ets start at $35. 

Warner Music 
Nashville recording 
artist Brett Eldredge 
is baring his soul 
and embracing 
vulnerability in his 
latest tracks, “Holy 
Water” and “Want 
That Back.” The 
new music follows 
his critically acclaimed fourth studio record. Tickets 
start at $22.49. 

See https://www.ribfest.net/ for more information. 

For more on Illinois  
> Click Here

Go, 
 Do, 
  See...

https://www.ribfest.net/music/toby-keith
https://www.ribfest.net/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/illinois_/
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https://www.thebluegate.com/shipshewana/blue-gate-theatre/schedule/
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P lan to attend the 
annual Talbot Street 
Art Fair June 18-19 
to view some of the 
most prestigious art 

creations around. With more than 
200 artists from across the nation, 
this juried art fair continues to be 
ranked as one of the finest fairs in 
the country.  

This is a family-friendly event 
with a wide range of artist styles 
and mediums for all to enjoy. You 
will find various works of art in 
mixed media, sculpture, wood, 
glass, clay, fiber, metal, jewel-
ry and photography on exhibit. 
Interact with the artists as they are 
always present during show hours 
and become familier with their 
individual style and talent. Exam-
ine the fine quality of their work 
displayed and offered for sale.  

The Talbot Street Art Fair is locat-
ed between 16th & 20th Streets in 
the historic Herron Morton Neigh-
borhood in Indianapolis. It  is the 
oldest, largest, juried show in the 
area. It is listed as one of the top 
100 Fine Arts shows in Sunshine 
Artist Magazine. The fair has been 
established as a top quality, juried 
art exhibition of fine arts and fine 
crafts.

Show hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday. There is always free ad-
mission for visitors. Food vendors 
will also be present  to help fill 
empty tummies. 

For more information and pre-
view of the work from these juried 
artists, visit the website at https://
www.talbotstreet.org/

People to See:

JURIED ARTISTSJURIED ARTISTS

https://www.talbotstreet.org/
https://www.talbotstreet.org/
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https://www.talbotstreet.org
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Fun, Food, and Fellowship are 
the key ingredients to make a suc-
cessful festival and the Good Ole 
Days in Lagro always brings all 
three to its visiters. 

The three day festival is sched-
uled for  June 16-18 this year and 
will feature games for all ages, a 
parade, flea market, and various 
vendors. Shows planned include 
two Monster Truck Shows, one 
at 11 a.m. and the other at 6 p.m. 
Saturday with rides on the trucks 
allowed at noon. Stay for the fire-
works show at dusk. A car show 
will be on display starting at 4 
p.m. Saturday afternoon. 

Contests go hand in hand with 
fun food activities on the sched-
ule. Who can eat the most hot 
dogs or hamburgers the fastest? 
Find out at the Hot Dog Eating 
Contest Thursday at 7:30 p.m. and 
Hamburger Eating Contest Friday 
at 7 p.m.  Save room for the Wa-
termelon Eating Contest at noon 
Saturday .

Kid’s activities include appearances 
by Grandpa Cratchet for enter-
tainment and fun with the kids. 
Bounce houses will be set up for 
the younger set. 

The annual Lagro Good Ole 
Days Parade will take place on 

June 18th at 3 p.m. and is one of 
the highlights of this event. Line 
up it to begin at 2 p.m. starting 
at the  Old Celotex building! Call 
260-782-2451 to sign up now.

Enjoy live musical entertainment 
each evening. Zen takes the stage 
7-10 p.m. Thursday. They are a 
classical rock acoustic duo from 
Lagro. 

35 Trax will perform Friday 
from 8-11 p.m. Bob Pilgrim, tom 
Elshire and Jerry Wade are three 
of the five original band members,  
which actually broke up 35 years 
earlier - which is how they got 
their name. According to a post on 
their facebook site, “Every person 
on Earth turns to music at some 
point to help them survive. It’s up 
there with food, water, and shelter 
- it’s a basic survival need.” 

The Band “Unwound” won’t 
dissapoint as the headliner Sat-
urday evening,, 8-11 p.m., along 
with the fireworks show at dusk. 
The Barstool Bandists will be 
present 4-7 p.m. and a petting Zoo 
with animal grams will be fea-
tured from 4-8 p.m.

These are just an outline of the 
many activities and attractions 
planned for this 3-day event. 
Gather the kids, pack the car and 
head to Lagro for a good old-fash-
ioned extended weekend getaway 
at Good Ole’ Days. For more in-
formation on the area, visit http://
www.lagroindiana.com/history/

Things to do:

Fun Activities at Fun Activities at 
Good  Ole Days Good  Ole Days 

For more on Indiana 
> Click Here

http://www.lagroindiana.com/history/
http://www.lagroindiana.com/history/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/indiana/
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https://siamclassiciron.com/
https://siamclassiciron.com/
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Featuring: Minneap-
olis Moline and Oliver 
Tractors, Garden Trac-
tors & Stover and Illi-
nois-built Gas Engines, 
this show is scheduled 
for Jun 10-12 this year.

While there, enjoy the 
daily toy show, a flea 
market, consignment 
tent & all the antique 
displays! Enjoy your 
visit with a full sched-
ule of activities and at-
tractions. To get around 
the premises easier, 
bring your golf carts, UTVs, and 
ATVs for a $10 fee. Liability insur-
ance is required; no golf carts or 
other vehicles will be allowed in 
buildings. 

NEW! this year is the “Youth 
Junction” to explore and a Barrel 
Train, shown above. 

DAILY EVENTS
Don’t miss the Blacksmith 

Demonstrations, Sawmill, Shingle 
Mill, Quilting, Model A Fords, 
Rock Crusher, Gas Engines, Lawn 
& Garden Tractors, Farm Tractors, 
Steam Engines & Big engines in 
the Machinery building.  Pro & 
Stock Garden Tractor Pull.

FRIDAY
8 a.m.-5 p.m. - Consignment 

“For Sale” Area
8 a.m. - Opening Ceremony – 

SIAM Building 
8:15 a.m.-7 p.m.  Antique Ma-

chinery in Action
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Youth Junction and 

Barrel Train Rides *NEW
10 a.m. Parade of Power – Cars, 

. Tractors, Garden Tractors (As-
phalt Road circle)

Noon  Noon whistles!
1 p.m. Parade of Power – Cars, 

Tractors, Garden Tractors (As-
phalt Road circle)

6-9 p.m Pro & Stock Garden 
Tractor Pull - Grandstand Arena 

8:30 p.m. Steam Engine Spark 
Show

SATURDAY 
8:00 am-5:00 pm Consignment 

“For Sale” Area
8 a.m. Opening Ceremony – 

SIAM Building 
8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.Toy Show
8:15 a.m.-7 p,m, Antique Ma-

chinery in Action
9 a.m.-4  p.m. Youth Junction 

and Barrel Train Rides *NEW
10 a.m. Parade of Power – Cars, 

Tractors, Garden Tractors (As-
phalt Road, circle)

11 a.m. Pedal Tractor Pulls – 
Lawn & Garden Tractor Head-
quarters

Noon  Noon whistles!
1 p.m. Parade of Power – Cars, 

Tractors, Garden Tractors (As-

phalt road circle)
1 p.m. Model A 

Speedster Hill Climb, 
south of Grandstand 

1-3 p.m. Music (Kings 
Highway) SIAM Build-
ing 

2-4 p.m. Lawn & 
Garden Tractor Rodeo 
- Grandstand Arena 

4:-6 p.m. Antique 
Tractor Rodeo - Grand-
stand Arena

8:30 p.m. Steam En-
gine Spark Show

SUNDAY
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Consignment 

“For Sale” Area 
9:  a.m. Church Service – SIAM 

Building 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Youth Junction and 

Barrel Train Rides *NEW
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Toy Show
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Antique Machin-

ery in Action
10 a.m. Parade of Power – Cars, 

Tractors, Garden Tractors (As-
phalt road circle)

Noon-Noon whistles!
1 p.m. Parade of Power – Cars, 

Tractors, Garden Tractors (As-
phalt road circle)

For more information, visit the 
website: www.SIAMclassiciron.
com, Facebook: Southern In-
diana Antique Machinery Club 
www.lagtmag.com  Face-
book: Lawn & Garden Tractor 
Magazine

Go, See, DO...

Classic Iron Show Welcomes 
Lawn & Garden Tractor 
Magazine Extravaganza Show

For more on Indiana
>CLICK HERE

http://www.SIAMclassiciron
http://www.lagtmag.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/indiana/
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Things to do

Cooking With Mint

Indiana’s only mint 
festival is celebrating its 
45th year with the new 
theme, “Mint for you in 
22!” July 17-19, accord-
ing to Donna Henry, 
festival president. 

This festival has been 
held annually on Fa-
ther’s Day weekend 
since 1977 in downtown 
North Judson and the 
North Judson Park. It’s 
a celebration of mint, 
mint farming & mint 
production with several different 
mint-related activities. 

The ever-popular Cooking with 
Mint contest will again be fea-
tured. Cooking With Mint cook-
books will also be available for 
sale. These contain recipes from 
past Cooking With Mint contest-
ants. Mint oil andmint plants will 
also be provided by local mint 
farmers.

Other family-friendly activities 
include live entertainment, food 
concessions, craft venders, a pedal 
tractor pull, and Frog Jumping 
contest. There is a 5k run on Sat-
urday and a parade scheduled on 
Sunday. This year’s Mint Festi-
val King and Queen have been 
crowned, as well as the Little Miss 
and Mr. Mint members.

The 2022 Mint Festival King is 

Logan Radtke and 
the 2022 Mint Festi-
val Queen is Rebecca 
Ratliff.

The North Judson 
Mint Festival was 
awarded “Business 
of the Year” for 2022 
by the Starke County 
Chamber of Com-
merce. It has also been 
named the #1 Festival’ 
several times in the 
past. 

Six different bands including 
Small Town will perform as well 
as a puppet show,  magic show, 
and Silly Safari. 

For more information and 
updates find the OfficialNorth 
Judson Mint Festival on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/NJ-
MintFest

Shown below are the 2021 winners of the popu-
lar Cooking With Mint Contest

For more on Indiana
>CLICK HERE

https://www.facebook.com/NJ-MintFestShown
https://www.facebook.com/NJ-MintFestShown
https://www.facebook.com/NJ-MintFestShown
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/indiana/
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For more on Indiana
>CLICK HERE

https://www.facebook.com/NJMintFest
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L
adies and Gen-
tlemen, Children 
of All Ages, Wel-
come to Peru, the 
Circus Capital of 
the World and the 
home to the Peru 

Amateur Youth Circus and Circus 
City Festival, Inc.!

Join them in mid-July to help 
celebrate the Circus Heritage with 
great family entertainment in the 
American Tradition. Ten topnotch 
circus performances are sched-
ulesd during this year’s annual 
Circus City Festival from July 18th 
- 23rd. You will see more than 
200  young people, ages 7 to 21, 
ready to entertain you with their 
breathtaking stunts. Kiddie, Jun-
ior, Adult Clowns, Circus Band, 

plus a huge number of volunteers 
who join together to support these 
talented performers.

These beautifully-costumed 
young performers are so skilled 
that circus fans find it hard to 
believe they are indeed still con-
sidered amateurs.  So many get 
their start here in Peru with the 
trainers available and then join a 
professional traveling circus as 
their chosen career. The museum 
within the circus arena facility 
located downtown tells the stories 
of some of those who moved on 
in their quest to make a name for 
themselves in the Circus Hall of 
Fame and succeeded.

Dating back to the late 1800s, 
many of the country’s most fa-
mous circuses over-wintered a 
few miles southeast of Peru. That 

area is now home to the famous 
International Circus Hall of Fame.

Among other activities during 
the festival, enjoy the rides, deli-
cious food, games and more on 
the main streets of Peru. For the 
grand finale, Peru’s own Circus 
City Parade, one of Indiana’s larg-
est parades, steps off on the final 
Saturday.

Performance tickets are available 
online at eventbrite.com for $6-
18. As time passes to the second 
weekend, the rates do rise. So be 
sure to order now before they are 
sold out. May all your days be 
circus days! For more information, 
visit https://www.perucircus.com/

Places to Go:Places to Go:

Circus Circus 
CityCity

For more on Indiana
>CLICK HERE

https://www.perucircus.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/indiana/
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The Pennsy Trail Art 
Fair & Music Festival 
is an annual finer arts 
and crafts fair and mu-
sic festival, held the last 
weekend in July near the 
lovely Pennsy Trail in 
downtown Greenfield, 
Indiana.

The non-profit event 
was created to link the 
arts, the local commu-
nity, and local social 
service needs. Proceeds 
from the Art Fair benefit 
the Mental Health Part-
ners of Hancock County,

This year, the date set 
for this event is Satur-
day, July 30 and hours 
are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Admission is always 
free. 

Those attending will 
wee rows and rows of 
talented artist booths 
with their creations 
offered at really good 
prices.  Shop while you 
listen to live musical 
entertainment and when 
you get hungry, delicious 
food vendors will be on 
hand to serve you. 

Try your luck while 
here with the Ducky 
Derby Raffle by purchas-
ing a duck for prizes. 

Stay tuned for up-
dates on their website at 
https://www.facebook.
com/pennsytrailartfair/

Things to Do:

Appreciate The Art 

For more on Indiana  >CLICK HERE

https://www.facebook
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/indiana/
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https://www.facebook.com/pennsytrailartfair
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For more information on Iowa 
>Click Here

https://www.glennmiller.org
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/iowa/
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For more information on Kansas, 

>CLICK HERE

Things to Do: Things to Do: 

Botanica BonanzaBotanica Bonanza

WICHITA - Bring out the family for a fun-filled 
day celebrating Bees, Butterflies and all things sum-
mer! Summer Buzz is from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. on  June 
25. 

This summer-themed event is designed with the 
whole family in mind! Celebrate bees and butterflies 
and their role as pollinators with crafts, interactive 
education, and games. Guests will also be invited to 
visit the Alexander Bee House for an up close and 
personal look at bees at work, and see if you can find 
the queen bee!

We’re buzzing about all of the special activities and 
entertainment being provided by our awesome com-
munity partners led by Great Plains Nature Center, 
The Red Cross, R & J Bee Rescue, Riverside Music 
Together, Flow Foundry and more!

The Butterfly Hatchery is hosting an educational 
station featuring caterpillars that kids can hold and 
interact with and will have several types of pollina-
tor-friendly plants for sale.

R & J Bee Rescue will be displaying Botanica’s new 
working hive and will be hosting activities in the bee 
house, as well as a honey tasting station.

Flow Foundry will be providing a portable aerial 
trapeze stand for guests to try out aerial yoga with 

hanging silks, as well as a hula hoop dance area.
*All guests, including members, must reserve their 

timeslot in advance. No tickets will be sold at the 
door.

$9 Youth & Members / $12 Adult 60-foot inflatable 
obstacle course

Zorbes Inflatable Orbs Race Track
Yard Games
Party Music all day with The Dance Man DJ Ron-

nie Choy
Fun Butterfly & Bee Themed Crafts
Giant Community Sidewalk Chalk Mural
Close Up Magical Performances by Discord Illu-

sions
Face Painting
Honey Tasting Stations
Food Trucks – Hot 2 Trot, Noble House and more
Plus all of your usual favorites: Troll Hill, Carousel 

Rides, Washed Ashore Art to Save the Sea Exhibit 
and the Botanica Beach!

*All guests, including members, must pre-purchase 
tickets and reserve their timeslot in advance. No tick-
ets will be sold at the door.

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/kansas/
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For more on Michigan 
>CLICK HERE 

ST. JOSEPH— Over 50 regional 
artisans and crafters will share 
their talent at the Lake Bluff Arti-
san Fair, held in Lake Bluff Park 
from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  June 4.

Event attendees will find one-
of-a-kind handcrafted, homemade 
goods such as home décor, fur-
niture, jewelry, candles, clothing 
and more. St. Joe Today invites 
the community to enjoy this ec-
lectic artisan fair that overlooks 
Lake Michigan. 2022 show dates 
are June 4, July 16, August 20 and 
Sept. 3.

While you are downtown, be 
sure to EAT, SHOP, STAY and 
PLAY to maximize your extend-
edweekend getawau and support 
area businesses!

“Vendor space is sold out for 
the 2022 season, however, we are 
accepting waitlist applications,” 

said Amy Zapal, executive di-
rector of St. Joseph Today. “For 
more information on becoming a 
vendor, visit stjoetoday.com/arti-
sanfair”.

Shoppers can continue their 
stroll along Lake Bluff Park and 
browse the St. Joe Farmers Market 
which will hold extended hours, 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. on the 4 Lake Bluff 
Artisan dates. The market is held 
every Saturday through October 
8 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Zapal notes 
that attendees will find baked  
goods, locally grown produce, 
perennials and cut flowers, meats 
and cheeses, coffee and more.

Additional upcoming summer 
events in the area:

St. Joe Farmers Market: Satur-
days, May 28-Oct. 8 (9 a.m.-2p.m.)

Lake Bluff Artisan Fair: June 4, 
July 16, Aug. 20, Sept. 3 (10 a.m.-5 
p.m.)

Antiques on the Bluff: June 
5, July 3, Aug. 7, Sept. 4, Oct. 2 
(10:00a-5:00p)

Love Local Weekends: Third 
Weekend of the Month, June-Sept.

Friday Night Concert Series: 
June 17, July 16, Aug. 19, Sept. 16 
(7:00p-8:00p)

Mike Yore Memorial Car Show: 
Friday, July 15 (4:00p-8:00p)

Chalk the Block: August 5-7 (All 
Weekend)

St. Joe Today is a 501(c)(3) 
membership-based organization 
dedicated to producing fantastic 
events and promoting local busi-
nesses in St. Joseph, Michigan and 
its surrounding communities. For 
more information about upcom-
ing events and details call St. Joe 
Today at (269) 985 1111 or visit 
stjoetoday.com.

Places to Go: Places to Go: 

https://www.stjoetoday.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/michigan/
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Judy Garland was born on June 
10th, 1922 at the Itasca Memorial 
Hospital in Grand Rapids Minne-
sota. 

Her hometown in Grand Rapids, 
where the Judy Garland Museum 
and childhood home is located, 
has planned several special events 
from June 9-12 in her honor. You 
are invited to come and join in the 
celebration. All ages are welcome.
Show up for all or just stop by for 
a few! Your participation and sup-
port is greatly appreciated by the 
Judy Garland Museum associates. 

THURSDAY - 
9, 10:30 or 1:30 - Special access 

guided tours with John Keisch, a 
30-year Judy Garland authority. 
$15 fee.

10-5 p.m. - Judy Garland movies 
and documentaries at the museum 
with general admission. 

3-4:30 p.m. - “How Do You Meas-
ure Miracles?, a John Fricke Pres-
entation. He will briefly summa-
rize Judy’s impact across 10 days 
of pop culture. Fee $10. 

6-8 p.m. A Welcome Reception 

at Timberlake Lodge Hotel and 
Restaurant with Jazz Tribute by 
Josh Gallagher and his Orchestra. 
Snacks and refreshments will be 
provided. $10 fee. 

FRIDAY
9-10 a.m. Museum meet and 

greet. A Garland Fragrance “Judy” 
by Vincenzo Spinnato will be 
launched at this event. 

10-11 a.m. Judy Jeopardy Game
9 & 1:30 - Special access guided 

tours with John Keisch.  $15 fee. 
1-2:30 p.m. - “They Remember 

Judy” presentation by John Fricke.
Video program - $10. 

5-9:30 p.m. Main Event - 100th 
Birthday Dinner; social hour, buf-
fet dinner, live entertainment, auc-
tion, $75 fee. At Timberlake Lodge.

SATURDAY 
8:30 a.m. Dash for the Ruby Slip-

pers - 5K. All ages are welcome. 
Dress in Wizard of Oz costume.

9 or 1:30 - Special access guided 
tour w/John Kelsch. $15 fee.

11 - 12:30 p.m. “Celebrating 
Judy” with John Fricke. $15 fee.

10, 11:30 or 1 p.m. - “Joy Ride” 
Bus Tour. $15 fee.

1 p.m. Gumm to Garland Amaz-
ing Race fundraiser. Prizes

3-4:30 “Easter Parade” High Tea 
Party. Museum  $25 fee. 

5:30 p.m. Meet Judy’s son  $20
7 p.m. Let’s Talk Judy! by John 

Fricke  $10 fee. 
5-8:30 p.m. Live Entertainment
Main Event - Rolling out the Red 

Carpet, Outdoor Movie Wizard of 
Oz. Free

SUNDAY
9 a.m. Closing Remarks, break-

fast. $20 
For details, visit  https://judygar-

landmuseum.com/

For more on Minnesota
>CLICK HERE

Things to Do:Things to Do:
Celebrate Judy Garland’s 100th BirthdayCelebrate Judy Garland’s 100th Birthday

https://judygar-landmuseum.com/
https://judygar-landmuseum.com/
https://judygar-landmuseum.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/minnesota/
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LAKE OF THE OZARKS, MO - 
It was announced during a press 
conference today on Friday, April 
7 that the Lake of the Ozarks will 
make a second attempt at break-
ing the current record for the 
largest official boat parade in the 
world on Saturday, June 11, 2022. 

The current record, according to 
Guinness World Records, stands 
at 1,180 vessels and was set in 
Terengganu, Malaysia in Septem-
ber 2014. Over the years, there 
have been many attempts to break 
the record by different cities, 
including last year’s attempt at the 
Lake of the Ozarks, but the 2022 
parade organizers say they “are in 
it to win it” and are confident they 
can make it happen this June. 

“This is an invitation to all 
boaters from across the country 
to come to the Lake of the Ozarks 
and help us break the world 
record on June 11,” says Lagina 
Fitzpatrick, executive director for 
the Lake of the Ozarks Tri-County 
Lodging Association and one of 
the organizers of the event. “What 
better way to spend a summer Sat-
urday than boating on the beauti-
ful Lake of the Ozarks and being 
part of history?” 

“I know that people are excited 
for us to try again,” Fitzpatrick 
continued. “As soon as we posted 
on our website that we were going 
to do this again, people imme-
diately started registering their 
boats, so we’re feeling really good 
about this.”

“Last year we only had three 
weeks to promote our event but 
we still ended up with over 600 

boats from thirteen 
different states, so we’re 
happy with what we 
were able to accomplish 
in such a limited time,” 
Fitzpatrick added. “We 
learned a lot last year 
and we have more time 
to prepare and promote 
the parade this time 
around. So, we’re excit-
ed to break the world 
record on June 11.”

According to Fitzpat-
rick, boaters that partici-
pated in the 2021 pa-
rade came to the Lake of 
the Ozarks from across 
Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, 
Texas, Illinois, Florida, 
Kentucky, Colorado, 
Wisconsin, Arkansas, 
Tennessee, Oklahoma 
and Nebraska. 

“We have boaters 
from around the U.S. 
vacationing at the Lake 
every year because we’re known 
for being an exceptional recrea-
tional boating lake,” says Fitzpat-
rick. “Breaking this record would 
cement our reputation of being 
the ‘Best Recreational Lake in the 
Nation’ and it also would be a fun 
accomplishment for the Lake of 
the Ozarks, the state of Missouri 
and the rest of the country be-
cause we’ll be bringing the world 
record to the United States!” 

 The 2022 boat parade, which 
will be marshaled by title sponsor 
Mortgage Headquarters (MHQ), 
will begin at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 11 and will run from the 

3 mile marker near Lake of the 
Ozarks State Park marina to the 1 
mile marker of the Grand Glaize 

arm of the Lake of the Ozarks. 
Official adjudicators from Guin-
ness World Records will be on 
hand during the parade to certify 
the results and, according to Fitz-
patrick, hopefully declare it the 
largest boat parade in the world 
the same afternoon. 

The parade of boats will be 
broken into eight sections cor-
responding to vessel size, from 
personal watercraft (life jackets 
required) up to 50-foot cruisers. 
Participants may launch their 
vessels for free at the Pa He Tsi 

Things to Do:

Participate in the World’s Largest Boat Parade 



June, 2022 ~ EXTENDEDWEEKENDGETAWAYS.COM  | -75-

Boat Launch at Lake of the Ozarks 
State Park, where the milling sta-
tions will be set up. For the safety 
of all boaters, every watercraft is 
required to maintain idle speed 
throughout the duration of the 
event. Eight different predeter-
mined milling stations will be set 
up from the 6 mile marker up to 
the parade starting point. 

All participating vessels must 
register ahead of time to be count-
ed. Registration for the 2022 boat 
parade costs $20 per boat and 
includes an official “Guinness 
World Records Attempt” flag to 
fly on each boat during the parade 

and an official numbered 
wristband. Parade organ-
izers encourage those in-
terested in participating 
to register early at www.
funlake.com/boat-pa-
rade-registration. 

For those that want to 
be part of the boat pa-
rade on June 11 but do 
not have a boat, there 
are numerous marinas 
around the Lake of the 
Ozarks that offer water 

craft rentals by the hour, the day 
or the week. More information on 
boat rentals and marinas can be 
found at www.FunLake.com. 

Any proceeds generated from 
boat parade registrations will go 
to the Lake of the Ozarks Water 
Safety Council, which seeks to 
promote water safety at the Lake 
through educational outreach 
programs and stressing the impor-
tance of wearing properly-fitting 
life jackets and always having a 
designated captain. To learn more 
about the Water Safety Council, its 
mission and educational events, 
please visit LoZWaterSafetyCoun-

cil.com.
Anyone traveling to the Lake for 

the world record attempt will find 
accommodations to fit every style 
and budget. There are full-service 
large-scale resorts and smaller 
family-owned and operated re-
sorts as well as charming bed and 
breakfasts or comfortable cabins 
and cottages. There is no shortage 
of fully furnished vacation rental 
homes and condominiums. For 
those who prefer sleeping under 
the stars, there are spacious camp-
grounds and RV parks inter-
spersed throughout the area. For a 
complete list of accommodations 
available at the Lake, visit the 
“Lodging” tab at www.FunLake.
com. 

For more information on the 
boat parade, visit www.funlake.
com/events/boat-parade.

For more information
about Missouri 

> Click HERE 

Things to Do:

Participate in the World’s Largest Boat Parade 

http://www.funlake.com/boat-pa-rade-registration
http://www.funlake.com/boat-pa-rade-registration
http://www.funlake.com/boat-pa-rade-registration
http://www.funlake.com/boat-pa-rade-registration
http://www.FunLake.com
http://www.FunLake
http://www.funlake.com/events/boat-parade
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/missouri/
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https://outlawnationofficial.com
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The 48th Annual 
Omaha Summer Arts 
Festival (OSAF) is 
moving to an exciting 
new site in Aksarben 
Village.    

OMAHA, – Presented by 
FNBO, the OSAF will take place 
June 10-12 and admission is free. 

“Aksarben Village is a great 
location for the Omaha Sum-
mer Arts Festival and we are so 
excited to make this area our 
new home,” says Vic Gutman, 
OSAF founder and executive 
director. “With great amenities, 
ample free parking, exceptional 
green space and a more central 
location, Aksarben Village is go-
ing to breathe new life into the 
Festival. It’s a vibrant and active 
neighborhood and it’s going to 
completely change the ambiance 
of the event.”

Festivalgoers can expect the 
same features that have made 
OSAF a favorite summer event. 
The heart of the event will 

continue to be an Artists Market 
featuring the artworks of more 
than 130 professional juried 
artists from across the country. 
The festival will also boast live 
entertainment on two stages, 
a wide variety of local foods 
and beverages at the TasteFest, 
youth art activities including 
the 27th annual Young Artist 
Exhibition at Mammel Hall and 
a Children’s Fair in Stinson Park 
on Saturday and Sunday.

General festival hours are 
Friday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There 
is ample free parking in Aksar-
ben Village. Detailed parking is 
available on the OSAF website 
at www.summerarts.org. 

ARTISTS’ MARKET
With more than 300 profes-

sional artists applying, visitors 
can expect to see imaginative 
and awe-inspiring art from more 
than 130 visual artists selected 
through a discerning jury pro-
cess. The Artists’ Market offers 

a visual feast of fine arts and 
crafts in 14 two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional categories 
including painting, sculpture, 
ceramics, glass, photography, 
jewelry and more. High-quality 
artworks span a wide range of 
prices to fit all budgets, and part 
of the appeal of the Festival is 
the opportunity for visitors to 
meet creators in person and hear 
the stories behind the art. Be-
sides Nebraska and Iowa, artists 
from 20 different states will be 
represented. 

Throughout the event, oth-
er art will be on exhibit from 
Homegrown Artists’ Village, to 
Artseen local talent, Youth Arts, 
and Mural Cubes throughout 
the city. 

OSAF will present 37 free 
concerts on TWO stages and a 
Tastefest featuring many new 
food vendors. 

People to See: The Artists 

Omaha Summer Arts FestivalOmaha Summer Arts Festival

For more information
about Nebraska
> Click HERE 

http://www.summerarts.org
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/nebraska/
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NORFOLK - The Great American Comedy Festi-
val was created in 2008 to pay tribute to the legacy 
of Norfolk’s favorite native son, Johnny Carson. 
That same vision continues to hold true today.

Honoring his legacy as one of America’s greatest 
comedians ever, paying tribute to his status as a TV 
icon and remembering with gratitude the fondness 
Carson had for the community he called home – 
that’s the foundation of the Great American Come-
dy Festival.

This year’s festival is slated for June 16-18. All 
shows will be held at the Johnny Carson Theatre 
exept Late Night. Tickets for each show are availa-
ble in advance online at https://www.etix.com/tick-
et/o/5263

He was born Oct. 23, 1925, in Corning, Iowa, to 
Homer “Kit” and Ruth Carson. But in 1933, the fam-
ily moved to Norfolk. Six years later, Carson began 
his life as an entertainer, and he never stopped. He 
graduated from Norfolk High School in 1943, and 

the University 
of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln in 
1949. By 1962, 
he took over as 
host of NBC’s 
The Tonight 
Show and con-
tinued enter-
taining televi-
sion audiences 
for 30 years.

The festival 
continues its 

focus on Johnny Carson. His talent and career were 
hailed by many, but the words of David Letterman, 
a longtime friend of Carson’s, perhaps say it best of 
all: “All of us who came after are pretenders. We will 
not see the likes of him again.”

Other entertainment will be magicians, Andrew 

Goldenharsh, Alexander Boyce, and Matt Marcy on 
Thursday.  David Koechner, shown below, is Friday 
night’s headliner. Koechner is well known for his 
roles as Todd Packer on “The Office” and Champ 
Kind from “Anchorman” and “Anchorman 2: The 
Legend Continues.” He also played Beau on the 
ABC hit come-
dy, “Bless This 
Mess,” which 
was set in Ne-
braska.

On Saturday, 
The Smoth-
ers Brothers 
Comedy Hour, 
presented by 
Adam Yens-
er and Eric 
Owusu. 

For more 
information, 
visit online at 
http://www.
greatamerican-
comedyfestival.
com/

People to See: 

At the Comedy Festival At the Comedy Festival 

For more information
about Nebraska
> Click HERE 

https://www.etix.com/tick-et/o/5263
https://www.etix.com/tick-et/o/5263
https://www.etix.com/tick-et/o/5263
http://www.greatamericancomedyfestival.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/nebraska/
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https://ndstatefair.com
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Troy Strawberry Festival Troy Strawberry Festival 
TROY– The Troy Straw-

berry Festival  returns 
for i ts  f irst  fest ival  in 
three years.  Located 
along the Great  Miami 
River banks and through 
downtown, the dates are 
June 4,  10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
and June 5th,  10 am-5 
pm. The fest ival  includes 
over 100 arts  and crafts 
vendors,  great  food, 
entertainment,  and of 
course,  lots  of  strawber-
ries.  There is  something 
for everyone to enjoy!

Savor 50+ food and 
beverage vendors spread throughout and 
try a variety of  strawberry-based dishes, 
from a classic  strawberry donut or short-
cake to the more unique strawberry op-
tions.  All  food vendors participating in the 
fest ival  are partnered with a Miami County 
non-profit  organization to help raise funds 
for their  mission.  Troy’s  Designated Out-
door Refreshment Area (DORA) wil l  be in 
effect  Saturday from noon-10 pm. Through-
out the weekend,  participate in or spectate 
various Strawberry Festival  events and 
activit ies .  These events include the Straw-
berry Pie eating contest ,  Strawberry Clas-
sic  Run 5k & 10K, Litt le  Miss & Mr.  Straw-
berry Pageant,  tennis shootout,  l ive music, 
and many more family activit ies .  2022 also 
brings back a fan-favorite  event,  the Troy 
Strawberry Festival  Cruise-In.  Come to 
Troy Community Park the morning of  Sun-
day,  June 5th,  for  a  variety of  classic  cars 
on display for al l  to see.  Dash plaques wil l 
be given for the f irst  250 cars,  and various 
trophies wil l  be awarded.  A $5 cash-only 
entry fee is  charged for those cars wanting 
to be judged,  and the award ceremony wil l 
be held at  1 :30 pm.

Be entertained by the variety of  l ive mu-
sic  and performances on the fest ival ’s  two 
stages.  Performances include Kid Polit ics , 

Brother Believe Me,  The 
Avalons,  Fleetwood Gold, 
and many more!  Check 
out the full  schedule be-
low:

Greenville Federal 
Stage -  Saturday

10-10:15 a.m. Opening 
Ceremony

10:15-10:30 a.m. Lion 
Dance

10:30-11a.m. Mike Hem -
melgarn

11a.m.-1p.m. Litt le  Mr & 
Miss

1-2:30 p.m. Nick Nether -
ton Duo

3-4:30p.m. Buzzard Kings
4:30-5 p.m. Taste of  Strawberry
5:30PM-7:00PM Doobies USA
7:30PM-8:30PM Brother Believe Me

Sunday- 
10-11a.m.Declare on the square
11:30AM-12:45PM Shazbots
1-2:30 p.m. Lee Gantt  Band
3-4:30 p.m. Fleetwood Gold
Winans Chocolates + Coffees Stage-SAT
10:00AM-11:00AM Zumba
11:00AM-12:00PM Cory Breth
12:00PM-12:30PM Pound
12:30PM-1 p.m. Pump
1:15-2:15p.m. Five Points  Cloggers
2:30PM-3:00PM Pilates
3-4:15 p.m. Jerry Mull in
4:30-5:30 p.m. Barnhart
6-7:15 p.m. Vinyl  Sunshine
7:30PM-8:30PM Kid Polit ics

Sunday- 
9/10:30-11:15a.m. Five Points  Cloggers
11:30AM-1PM Jerry Mull in
1-2:30PM Will  Freed
3-4:30PM Avalons
Come for a weekend of  fun and Straw-

berries and see everything Troy and Miami 
County offers! 
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https://www.africansafariwildlifepark.com
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Let’s Go to the Fair!Let’s Go to the Fair!

MARION - Livestock shows, 
horse shows, dog shows, arts 
and crafts exhibits, evening per-
formances, rodeos, merchant 
vendors, and carnival rides are in 
store for all who plan to attend the 
172nd Marion County Fair this 
year. 

Reserve your dates on the calen-
dar now so you don’t miss any of 
the six days and evenings of fun 
from July 4 - 9 at the Marion Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. This event is con-
sidered the longest-running event 
in Marion County with an estimat-
ed 50,000 people in attendance. 

Each day is marked as a special 
day at the fair, this year starting 
with celebrating Independence 
Day complete with a spectacular 
fireworks show.  Harness racing 
will begin at 11 a.m. at the grand-
stand. Live musical entertainment 
will take place at  7 p.m. with 
the fireworks taking place at the 
amusement park area beginning 
at 10 pm.  All ages can enjoy this 
breathtaking event!

 Other special days will be 
named for senior citizens, veter-
ans, ladies, and kids days, along 

with  a canned food day. The 
Midway will open earlier on kids 
day.  Ages 12 and under will be 
admitted free until noon. Rides do 
have a separate fee and  may be 
purchased individually, in packs 
of 30, or unlimited day passes. 

Of course you can’t attend a 
fair without dining on the tempt-
ing flavors of fair food. The ever 
popular food items are available 
throughout the grounds from vari-
ous vendors.

Be sure to visit the Arts & Crafts 
Building, watch the truck pull, root 
for your favorite competitor of the 
Demo Derby and Figure 8 Satur-
day, July 9, starting at 7:30 p.m. 

But first,  take part in the Jr. Fair 
Livestock Sale ongoing that day.  
Marion County youth that raise 
and show livestock at the Marion 
County Fair can sell their animals 
at the Marion County Jr Fair Live-
stock Sale. Members and business-
es of the community bid a pre-
mium price that will go towards 
the exhibitor. For the additional 
market price displayed in the sale 
catalogue, members and business-
es of the community can purchase 
the exhibitors’ animals. 

Purchased livestock may be pro-
cessed by the area’s meat proces-
sors for utilization of the meat for 
the buyer’s personal use. Sale of 
Champions starts at 9am, all other 
times listed are approximate times. 
All Grand, Reserve Champion and 
Outstanding Exhibitor animals 
of all seven species will sell first. 
If you are interested in bidding 
in the Sale of Champions of any 
species, be there prior to 8:45 AM 
to register.

To order a fair book or for more 
information, visit https://marion-
countyfairgrounds.com/

https://marion-countyfairgrounds.com/
https://marion-countyfairgrounds.com/
https://marion-countyfairgrounds.com/
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For more on OHIOFor more on OHIO
> Click Here> Click Here

Figue 8

https://www.marioncountyfairgrounds.com
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Go, See, DoGo, See, Do
Outdoor Education, Music, & ArtOutdoor Education, Music, & Art

HOCKING HILLS – Hiking down into a ravine to 
view a cliffside, learning about trees and plants to 
fill problem spots in the yard, taking home bright, 
colorful art pieces, and practicing the art of throw-
ing hatchets inside Viking Village are all possibili-
ties at Lilyfest, held July 8 to 10, 2022 in the beauti-
ful Hocking Hills of Southeastern Ohio.  

The event is unique to the area and gives visitors a 
chance to learn something new, no matter their age. 

The upper festival 
grounds have man-
icured gardens and 
ponds with garden art 
crafted throughout. 
Visitors will see clay 
pots filled with flowers 
in one garden, and a 
unique reclaimed art 
showing in another. It’s 
the uniqueness of the 
art that keeps locals and 
tourists coming back 
year after year - that 
and the small-town feel 
that lends itself to the 
festival’s success. 

Volunteers are key, 
and it’s not uncommon to see local judges or county 
commissioners directing traffic in the parking lots. 
It’s a community event that draws 5,000 visitors – 
locals and tourists alike - to experience it for them-
selves. Teenage volunteers are even on hand to help 
people take newly purchased art to their cars – via 
little red wagons. 

The festival grounds are pleasant to walk along 
too – it’s a nice, shady area with towering trees. 
There are a couple of ponds, and they often attract 
at least one bullfrog that sounds larger than life. 

Pose gardening and wildlife questions at the Ohio 
Certified Naturalists and OSU Extension Master 
Gardeners booths. Take a hike and then get lunch 
from Chef Moe’s On-the-Go and Pap’s Ice Cream. 
Chef Moe always has something delicious on the 
menu, and Pap’s Ice Cream is homemade and a 
favorite on hot, summer days. 

Lilyfest started as a backyard pottery sale 31 years 

ago, and something new has been added each year. 
Older children and young adults can complete ser-
vice projects there for their organization or school. 
Younger children can learn about recycling, plants, 
and animals, and learn to appreciate nature in gen-
eral.  

“We try to do something new each year with the 
environment and outdoor education,” said Bobbi 
Bishop, who created the event with her late hus-

band Bruce. “It’s kind 
of like an outdoor 
learning lab for every-
one.”

A new exhibit called 
Forrest Friends allows 
children and families to 
dress up and take pic-
tures as their favorite 
animals, and is midway 
between the upper fes-
tival grounds and the 
ravine bottom along the 
Paul Hoskins Trail. 

It’s common to see 
young kids observe 
insects, flowers, and 
large, towering trees 

along the way so it made sense to add Forrest 
Friends along the same trail, explained Rebecca 
Miller, education specialist with Hocking Soil & 
Water Conservation District. 

Though the road to the festival grounds can seem 
treacherous to those unfamiliar with the roads of 
Southeastern Ohio - complete with signs to watch 
out for chickens crossing the road at the neighbor’s 
house – it’s all part of the experience. And it’s well 
worth the drive, in the end, to experience something 
so unique and full of creativity.

Visit www.lilyfest.com for the latest information 
on artists and hours of operation. The gardens are 
located at 13200 Little Cola Road, Rockbridge, Ohio, 
43149.

For more on Ohio
>CLICK HERE

http://www.lilyfest.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/ohio/
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Cleveland welcomes visi-
tors to celebrate Juneteenth 
with the city’s dynamic arts 
and culture community lead-
ing the festivities. This year, 
new events and exhibits join 
the city’s annual Freedom 
Fest to commemorate the 
holiday.

The second annual Cleve-
land Juneteenth Freedom 
Fest will spot-
light the histo-
ry and culture 
of Cleveland’s 
African Ameri-
can community. 
Freedom Fest is 
a family-friend-
ly celebration 
that will feature 
performances by 
Karamu House– 
the nation’s oldest 
Black producing 
theater– pro-
gramming from Ingenuity 
Cleveland and Tri-C JazzFest, 
a vendor village of Black-
owned businesses, art demon-
strations, food trucks, spo-
ken-word performances and 
more. The event will culmi-
nate with a fireworks display 
over Downtown Cleveland 
and Lake Erie. The event takes 
place Saturday, June 18 from 
noon to 10 p.m. at Mall C in 
Downtown Cleveland.

Mx. Juneteenth celebrates freedom and community 
with an event featuring live music, drag performanc-
es, local vendors, food and educational workshops. 
The event honors the spirit of the Juneteenth holiday 
by providing a liberatory space and environment 

of respect. Mx. June-
teenth takes place 
Saturday, June 18 from 
noon to 6 p.m. at Blk 
Punx Press.

Visitors can join the 
Rid-All Green Part-
nership and chef Eric 
Wells on Saturday, 
June 18 for a celebra-
tory five-course June-

teenth din-
ner featuring 
fresh tilapia 
from the 
urban farm 
and live en-
tertainment. 
Rid-FreAll 
Green is 
the dream 
of three 
childhood 
friends who 
transformed 

a forgotten piece of land in 
Cleveland’s Kinsman Neigh-
borhood into an urban farm 
with two green houses, four 
hoop houses and a 40,000 
square-foot aquaponics 
fishery.

The Runway 2022 brings 
a high fashion event to the 
Cleveland Museum of Art. 
The event will celebrate 
diversity and inclusion in 
the fashion industry by 

showcasing Black and minority designers. Organ-
ized by Fashion Talks, guests of the event will enjoy 
an evening of elevated fashion with opportunities to 
meet the designers, shop the runway, enjoy live per-
formances and more. The Runway 2022 takes place 
Sunday, June 19 at 6:30 p.m.

Things to Do:Things to Do:

Cleveland Celebrates  Juneteenth Freedom FestivalCleveland Celebrates  Juneteenth Freedom Festival
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Things to Do:Things to Do:

Cleveland Celebrates  Juneteenth Freedom FestivalCleveland Celebrates  Juneteenth Freedom Festival

For more on Ohio 
>Click here

           ONGOING EXHIBITS 
& EXPERIENCES

Cleveland Museum of Art - The New Black Van-
guard (Through Sept. 11)

The New Black Vanguard presents images of 
Black lives, bodies and heritage through photo-
graphs, videos, publications and fashion installa-
tions. It features 15 emerg-
ing artists, including Tyler 
Mitchell, the first African 
American to shoot a cover 
for Vogue, as well as Awol 
Erizku, whose work has 
appeared in GQ, The New 
York Times and The Muse-
um of Modern Art.

Destination Cleveland’s 
‘Expressions of Black Cul-
ture’ Public Art Passport 
features 35 unique public 
art installations celebrating 
Black culture and commem-
orating contributions of 
Black Clevelanders. The passport fea-
tures pieces by both local and national 
artists that can be viewed from public 
access points. Users who check in at 
25 of the 35 sites will be entered in a 
quarterly drawing for a $200 gift bas-
ket filled with items from local businesses owned 
by residents of underrepresented communities.

HISTORICAL & CULTURAL SITES

African American Cultural Garden - Located 
in Rockefeller Park along Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive, the African American Cultural Garden 
conveys the past, present and future of the African 
American community. The construction of three 
pavilions (one currently complete) will tell a story 
that starts with the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. De-
velopers of the garden seek to create a space that 
promotes interest in African American culture and 

heritage and inspires a spirit of friendship among 
all people.

St. John’s Episcopal Church – “Station Hope”
Founded in 1816, St. John’s Episcopal Church 

in the Ohio City neighborhood was once a stop 
on the Underground Railroad. St. John’s became 
known as “Station Hope” as the bell tower served 
as a hideout for people escaping slavery to watch 

for the signal from 
boats on Lake Erie that 
would transport them 
to Canada. The site 
hosts an annual Station 
Hope event developed 
by Cleveland Public 
Theatre.

The only remaining 
pre-Civil War structure 
in Cleveland’s Univer-
sity Circle neighbor-
hood, the Cozad-Bates 
House is home to an 
interpretive center 
focusing on the neigh-

borhood’s history as a center 
of the abolitionist move-
ment. Exhibits are organized 
in three areas: the national 
and local context for slavery 
leading up to the Civil War, 

stories of anti-slavery activists and freedom seekers 
and a space that examines the impacts of slavery 
still seen today. Outdoor spaces combine art and 
landscape to highlight the people and places of the 
Underground Railroad network in Cleveland.

To keep up-to-date on new developments and 
activities, please visit www.thisiscleveland.com 

http://www.thisiscleveland.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/ohio/
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WASHBOARD ARTS 
& MUSIC FESTIVAL

Every year, on Father’s Day 
weekend, the downtown streets 
of Logan come alive with the 
celebration of the washboard as a 
musical instrument. This annual ex-
travaganza features the enduring role 
the washboard has had on American 
music styles, providing wholesome 
family entertainment.  

The Festival is completely run by a 
group of dedicated volunteers who 
work very hard to put on an event 
of this size. You will soon discover 
that hometown feeling of community 
pride, showcasing a schedule they 
continually upgrade  to keep the fest 
fresh and interesting for visitors of all 
ages,

This year the fun is set for June 

16-18 from 5-10 p.m. the first night 
and noon to 11 p.m. the rest of the 
weekend.  Enjoy  arts & crafts, food, 
a car show, and quilt show. For the 
kids, there’s a large area of FREE rides, 
games and live entertainment.  A new 
addition is the Olde World Artisans 
craft demonstrations where artisans 
will each produce an item under the 
watchful eyes of Fest visitors, then 
they will be auctioned off to the lucky 
bidders on Saturday.

Take time to tour the washboard 
factory while in town as Logan is 
the home of the Columbus Wash-
board Company, the only remain-
ing washboard manufacturing 
company inthe U.S. It all began in 
rural America around mid-1800’s, 
where music was a center- piece 

of family entertainment, but mon-
ey was scarce. So, the washboard, 
an empty jug, along with a stick 
and string attached to metal tub 
turned upside down, became the 
backwoods answer to Saturday 
Night at Carnegie Hall. Modified 
to form a “vest” that hangs from 
the shoulders. That same raspy 
sound of energy also became the 
source of rhythm for Cajun mu-
sic throughout the Bayou. At this 
festival, enjoy the foot-tappin’ styles 
of Dixieland Jazz, Jug Music, Celtic, 
Blues and Cajun Zydeco played by 
bands from all around the country. 

Admission and all entertainment is 
FREE and FUN! Visit https://wash-
boardfest.org/

https://washboardfest.org
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https://washboardmusicfestival.com
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https://www.mvsteam.com
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Go, See, Do
Celebrate the 73rd Annual 
MIAMI VALLEY 
STEAM THRESHERS ASSOC.

PLAIN CITY 
- The Miami 
Valley Steam 
Threshers 
Association is 
an opportunity 
to step back in 
time and enjoy 
simpler times. 
This gathering 
of folks who’s 
passion for 
antique steam 
threshers and 
other farm equipment allows visitors to experience 
the Age of Steam come to life! 

Enjoy demonstrations of a variety of large and 
small steam powered engines.

This year’s event ,July 14-17, is featuring the Al-
lis-Chalmers in the beautiful Pastime Park... Families 
will not only be able to enjoy our large display of 
tractors, steam and gas engines, but also watch them 
being used in the various demonstrations through 
the day.  Have fun at the Lawn mower pulls, grand 
parade, touch-a-truck/tractor, spark shows, tractor/
truck pulls and much more is included with general 
admission feet of $5 at the gate. 

Annual Membership is $20 (two admission wrist-
bands for the 4 day show). On-site camping $10 
Primitive/$20 Elec/Water. Parkinkg is free. For more 
information visit www.mvsteam.com.

Thursday, July 14th  
($2.00 for Past & Present Military & Seniors 55 & 
Older) for a Family fun Day. 
•Lumber Mill, Wheat Threshing, Shingle & Veneer 
Mill, and Other activities operating throughout the 
day
10 am  Opening Ceremonies
12:00 pm  Noon Whistle
  5:00 pm  Touch A Truck/Tractor
  5:30 pm  Family Games
  6:00 pm  Kiddie Pedal Pulls

Friday, July 15th 
•Lumber Mill, 
Wheat Threshing, 
Shingle & Veneer 
Mill, and Other 
activities operating 
throughout the day
10 a.m.  Opening, 
Flag Raising & 
Member Memori-
am
10:30 am  Tractor 

Ride
12:00 pm  Noon Whistle
  1:00 pm  Steam Engine Parade
  6:00 pm  Grand Parade Downtown
 

 Saturday, July 16th 
•Lumber Mill, Wheat Threshing, Shingle & Veneer 
Mill, and Other activities operating throughout the 
day
10 am  Opening & Flag Raising
10 am   Lawn Mower & Steam Engine Test Pulls
  - pullinggardentractors.com
  For information, call Brian Cox  at 740-360-8635
10:15 am   Re-Markie-Bellz & Men’s Chorus of Plain 
City Community Choir
12:00 pm  Noon Whistle 
  1 p.m.  Steam Engine Parade
  6 p.m.   Tractor Pull by COTPA
    * Please see Rules @ www.cotpa.com 
  Dark Thirty  Spark Show

 Sunday, July 17st 
•Lumber Mill, Wheat Threshing, Shingle & Veneer 
Mill, and Other activities operating throughout the 
day
  8:00 am   Church Service
10:00 am  Opening & Flag Raising
    OSATPA Tractor Pull
12:00 pm  Noon Whistle
  3:00 pm  Steam Engine Parade & Closing Ceremo-
nies

http://www.mvsteam.com
http://www.cotpa.com
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https://www.ghostlymanor.com
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For more on South Dakota
> Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/north-dakota/
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Justin Bieber, Halsey, Ma-
chine Gun Kelly, and Back-
street Boys are among the more 
than 100 headliners tapped for 
the 2022 iteration of Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, music festival 
Summerfest, making its return 
across three weekends in June 
and July.

The nine-day festival — 
scheduled for June 23-25, June 
30-July 2, and July 7-9 — will 
also see headlining sets from 
Lil Wayne with Wiz Khalifa 
and Wu-Tang Clan, Rod Stew-
art with Cheap Trick, Jason 
Aldean with Gabby Barrett 
and John Morgan, Charli XCX, 
2 Chainz, Willow, Steve Aoki, 
Boys II Men, JoJo, the New Por-
nographers, and more.

During their gigs at the 
American Family Insurance 
Amphitheater, Halsey will be 
joined by the Marias and Abby 
Roberts; Justin Bieber by Jaden, 
Harry Hudson, and Tejo; and 
Machine Gun Kelly by Avril 
Lavigne and Iann Dior

“It feels great to announce our highly anticipated lineup 
and have the festival back in its regular summer timeframe 
for 2022,” Don Smiley, president and CEO of Milwaukee 
World Festival, said in a statement.

Tickets for the festival are available to purchase now via 
the official Summerfest website.

Racking up headlining slots, Halsey will also be leading 
Hangout Fest, Governors Ball, and Firefly Festival later this 
year in addition to a schedule of amphitheater shows in 
support of their latest album If I Can’t Have Love, I Want 
Power.

MGK is mainly sticking to arenas for his Main-

stream Sellout tour, which kicks off about a month 
before Summerfest. Lavigne and Dior will join the rap-
per-turned-rocker on select dates with Blackbear, Trippie 
Redd, Willow, Pvris, and 44phantom joining the slate for 
others throughout North America and Europe.

Meanwhile, Bieber saw a successful festival season last 
year and has most of 2022 set aside for the pandemic-de-
layed Justice world tour. The trek got off to a rough start 
when the singer had to postpone a Las Vegas date after 
testing positive for Covid-19 less than 48 hours after the 
tour began.

For more on Wisconsin

>Click Here

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/wisconsin/
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https://www.countrythunder.com/wi
https://www.countrythunder.com/wi
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https://rompfest.com/
https://rompfest.com/
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Things to Do:Things to Do:

Camping at the ROMPFESTCamping at the ROMPFEST

For more on Kentucky 
>CLICK HERE!

OWENSBORO - Join us for 4 days of mu-
sic and nature at the beautiful Yellow Creek Park!  
Situated on over 150 acres, the park offers sweeping 
treelines, hiking trails, a spray park, lakeside camp-
ing, and more.  Details about RV and tent camper 
entry will be sent soon and will contain info for 
those who want to arrive when gates open.  

Camping is on a first-come, first-serve basis. We 
highly suggest you get to ROMP as soon as you 
can. Tent Camping is a flat rate fee of $25 per per-
son.  RV Camping is $165 per RV and includes 
everyone staying in the RV.  We describe RV’s as 
anything on wheels in which you plan to sleep.  VIP 
tickets include both RV or tent camping.  In addi-
tion to a camping pass, everyone must also have a 
ticket to the festival.  RV’s need to arrive before 8 
pm to get assigned a spot.  We do not to park RV’s 

after dark, approximately 8 pm.  Tent campers ar-
rive and setup until gates close at midnight.  Please 
use caution and drive very slowly if arriving after 
sunset.

One-Day and Two-Day campers will have a specific 
area in which to camp. You must be out by 11AM the 
following morning. Tent campers will be allowed entry 
on Wednesday, June 22nd at 10 am.  Tent campers can 
arrive until gates close at midnight. For more information 
on camping at this festival, visit https://rompfest.com/
camping-info.

https://rompfest.com/
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/kentucky/
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For more on 
North Carolina 

>CLICK HERE!

Pimento Cheese Festival
June 11/CARY

Food trucks will line Academy Street to serve their 
regular menus, along with new dishes featuring a 
southern delicacy: pimento cheese! Enjoy live mu-
sic at the Downtown Park, grab a drink from local 
breweries, and taste some of the best pimento cheese 
samples from local restaurants. You can even test 
your skills in the pimento cheese sculpting contest.

For more information: www.townofcary.org
919-462-3864

NC BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL
June 17 - 18/BURGAW
The Blueberry Festival celebrates the historical, econom-

ic, and cultural significance of blueberries in the southeast-
ern region of our state. Events include: 5K Run/Walk, Tour 
de Blueberry, Antique Show & Sale, Shag Contest, Car 
Show, BBQ, Craft & Food Vendors, Blueberry Vendors, 
Kids Activities & Live Music!

For more information: http://www.ncblueberryfestival.
com/

Toast to the Coast
June 18, 2022
The N.C. Seafood Festival is proud 

to present the Inaugural Toast to 
the Coast Saturday, June 18th from 
5pm - 9pm on The Circle at Atlantic 

Beach.
Join us for beer samples from outstanding local brewer-

ies and music from
DJ Phunc Mila at this oceanfront rain-or-shine event.

Bring your own chair and umbrella. Souvenir tasting 
glasses are provided. Shuttles from the DoubleTree, AB 
Park and Carteret Community College.Must present proof 
of age. Absolutely no one under 21 allowed within tasting 
area.

For more information and tickets:
NCSeafoodFestival/Toast-to-the-Coast.org

Under the Oaks Arts Festival
June 21 - 22, 2022
10am to 5pm on Tuesday; 10am to 5pm on Wednesday
Historic Corolla Park
Under the Oaks Art Festival offers a colorful array of 

vibrant artworks and crafts on the grounds of the post-
card-perfect setting of the Whalehead in Historic Corolla. 
This popular festival brings together a collection of tal-
ented artists and visitors can expect to find paintings and 
prints, photography, pottery, jewelry, woodworks, and 
much more. Free for all attendees, local food concessions 
are available as well as a silent art auction that is open to 
the public. This is a great opportunity to pick up some 
local treasures that are truly one-of-a-kind.

Places to Go:Places to Go:
Great Summer FestivalsGreat Summer Festivals

http://www.townofcary.org
http://www.ncblueberryfestival
https://ncseafoodfestival/toast-to-the-coast.org
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/north-carolina/
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Summer is almost here, along 
with your favorite weekend at 
The Beach! The Carolina Country 
Music Festival will kick off on 
Thursday, June 9th and feature 
over 30 top country music artists 
right next to the beach! What’s 
better than The Beach and country 
music? Plan your next summer 
vacation to The Beach using our 
Summer Vacation Guide with 
deals, insider info, restaurant 

Carolina Country Music Fest® 
(CCMF) is an outdoor country 
music festival that takes place in 
June of each year in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina at the Myrtle 
Beach Boardwalk within the 
Burroughs and Chapin Pavilion 
Place. CCMF a three-day (Friday 
through Sunday) country music 
festival, beginning with the Mc-
Donald’s® Thursday Night Kick-
Off Concert Powered by Myrtle-
Beach.com on Thursday evening. 
The premiere event in 2015 
brought in over 20,000 attendees, 

and has grown every year. The 
most recent edition of CCMF in 
2021 welcomed 35,000 people to a 
SOLD OUT festival.

CCMF spans 18 acres of coastal 
area from the boardwalk to Ocean 
Boulevard, and added a fifth stage 
in 2021to accommodate more 
artists and larger crowds. The 

stages include the Coors Light 
Main Stage, the Crown Royal 
Stage, Bluemoon Sound Stage and 
the Coca-Cola Stage + the private 
artist ZYN stage. The site boasts a 
Zip Line, 2 VIP areas, concessions 
areas, merchandise booths and 
more. The seventh annual Caro-
lina Country Music Fest® will be 
held on June 9 – 12, 2022.

Places to Go:Places to Go:
Music at the BeachMusic at the Beach

https://ccmf.com
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LENOIR CITY—_Summer is 
prime time for celebrating the 
outdoor beauty, talent and tastes 
of Loudon County, Tennessee. 
This picturesque vacation des-
tination between Knoxville and 
Chattanooga is the most scenic 
and least congested route to the 
Smokies from I-75 and I-40 East. 
The quintessential summer-at-the-
lake season kicks off June 3-4 with 
a colorful waterfront arts event.

Lenoir City Park hosts the 59th 
Annual Lenoir City Arts & Crafts 
Festival on Saturday and Sunday, 
June 4-5, 2022. More than 200 
artists and crafters from through-
out the Southeast and beyond 
will be featured. Items range from 
ceramics and glassware to met-
al work and jewelry, to baskets, 
woodwork and much more. Food 
and beverage vendors add to the 
enjoyment with tasty treats for all. 
This year’s Festival will include 
Covid safety measures, which 
will be observed for the protec-
tion of all in attendance. Lenoir 
City Park overlooks Fort Loudoun 
Lake and the Smoky Mountains. 
It’s the outdoor centerpiece of the 
charming, historically preserved 
downtown of Lenoir City, which 
is a short distance from historic 
Loudon, Maryville and Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

The Festival was started by the 
Lenoir City General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs (GFWC) Suburbia 
Woman’s Club in the summer of 
1962 as a community fundraiser 
and has raised more than half a 
million dollars for charities. What 
began as an event where artists 
displayed works on clotheslines, 

the Lenoir City Arts and Crafts 
Festival has grown to feature mas-
terpieces by fine artists working in 
various media including oils, wa-
tercolor, acrylics, pastels, charcoal, 
pen and ink. All profits go back 
into the community to help vari-
ous organizations and programs 
in Loudon County, including the 
Boy Scouts, the Lions Club and a 
local sports team, to name a few. 
The club has also provided schol-
arships to local graduates to help 
further their education.  

“This year’s big fundraising 
effort is for the new Splash Pad in 
Central Park in downtown Lenoir 
City. This will be an amazing 
place to draw families downtown. 
We are also blessed to have many 
causes we donate to every year, 
my personal favorite being An-
gel Tree shopping for children in 
Lenoir City and Loudon County,” 
says Janet Bove, president of the 
Lenoir City GFWC.

Upwards of 200 enthusiastic 
crafters and food vendors from all 
over the Southeast are expected. 
With the Smoky Mountains ris-
ing over a vast network of lakes 
and rivers, Loudon County is the 

road less traveled to the National 
Park and the preferred location 
for those looking for the ultimate 
mountain lake vacation. Along 
with discovering authentic histor-
ic downtowns, art and antiques, 
contemporary and traditional 
restaurants, days are filled with 
boating, canoeing, fishing, water-
skiing and simply exploring the 
land itself on foot or bike. If golf 
is your game, Loudon County is 
a great place to tee it up. Don’t 
miss a visit to Sweetwater Valley 
Farm, a working dairy farm and 
cheese producer where visitors 
can sample and see the process, 
and the award-winning Tennessee 
Valley Winery, where free tastings 
are offered at one of the oldest 
operating family-owned wineries 
in the state. 

This year’s times are 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.,  (4 p.m. Sunday).A $3 do-
nation is requested at the door. 
For  more information, visit www.
VisitLoudonCounty.com and 

LenoirCityArtsandCrafts.com

For More on 
Tennessee

>Click Here 

http://www.VisitLoudonCounty.com
http://www.VisitLoudonCounty.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/tennessee/
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https://www.quartetshow.com
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CMA Fest reveals Fan Fair X pro-
gramming featuring non-stop music 
and entertainment on two stages, 
lifestyle exhibits, partner activations, 
vendor marketplace, prize giveaways 
and meet-and-greets June 9-12 at Mu-
sic City Center.

Photo Credit: CMA
NASHVILLE - Live the Ultimate Country Music 

Fan Experience by purchasing the four-day CMA 
Fest pass. This pass includes four nights admis-
sion to Nissan Stadium nightly shows, four day 
admission to Fan Fair X, meet and greet opportu-
nities inside Fan Fair X and free access to daytime 
and nighttime shuttles! Your attendance at CMA 
Fest allows CMA to give back – a portion of pro-
ceeds supports the CMA Foundation and their 
mission to shape the next generation through high 
quality music education. Purchase a four-day pass 
today and make a difference in a child’s life.

Fan Fair X is the heart of the CMA Fest experience – 
where fans get one-of-a-kind opportunities to connect 
with Country Music artists in person. From celebrity 
panels, games and partner activations to unforgettable 
performances and meet-and-greets, Fan Fair X will de-
liver more than 173,000 square feet of air-conditioned 
fun inside Music City Center Thursday, June 9 through 
Saturday, June 11 (10:00 AM-5:00 PM/CT) and Sunday, 
June 12 (10:00 AM-4:00 PM/CT). Venue doors open 
daily at 9:00 AM/CT. 

Returning to the festival’s origins this year, meet-and-
greet sessions are first-come, first-served. The schedule 
of meet-and-greets inside Fan Fair X will be released in 
the Official CMA Connect App before the end of May. 
All CMA Fest four-day passes include entry into Fan 
Fair X. Single day ($12.95) and four-day ($27.95) Fan 
Fair X tickets are available now at CMAfest.com/tickets. 
Taxes and fees included. 

Taking the mic on the Spotlight Stage inside Fan Fair 
X from 11:00 AM-4:50 PM Thursday-Saturday and 
11:00 AM-3:50 PM on Sunday are Skyelor Anderson, 
Angie K, Kaylee Bell, Belles, Brei Carter, CB30, Ab-
bey Cone, Crawford & Power, Johnny Dailey, Shelby 

Darrall, Tyler Dial, Rodell Duff, Everette, FINMAR, 
Ben Gallaher, Max Jackson, Greylan James, Paige King 
Johnson, Halle Kearns, Kimberly Kelly, Madison Ko-
zak, Gabe Lee, Grace Leer, Thomas Mac, Miko Marks, 
Catherine McGrath, Megan Moroney, Patrick Murphy, 
O.N.E the Duo, Redferrin, SixForty1, Southerland, 
Jenny Tolman, Tyler Reese Tritt, Troubadour Blue, Brit 
Taylor, Twinnie, Kasey Tyndall, Anna Vaus and Ste-
phen Wilson Jr. Additionally, ASCAP presents Martin 
McDaniel, Gina Venior and Jason Tucker; BMI presents 
Whitney Daane, Jobe Fortner, Taylor Goyette and Leslie 
Roberts and SESAC presents Joe Fox, Marla and Brett 
Sheroky.  

Returning fan favorite, the CMA Close Up Stage, is 
an experience like no other, where fans can get up close 
and personal each day (Thursday-Saturday 10:00 AM-
4:45 PM/CT and Sunday 10:00 AM-3:45 PM/CT) with 
their favorite artists via interactive panels, informative 
presentations, intimate performances and more. Fea-
tured Artists of the Day will be Kelsea Ballerini, Luke 
Bryan, and Chris Tomlin. Additional highlights fans 
won’t want to miss include: 

“My Voice Is A Trumpet” – A Reading and Conversa-
tion with Jimmie Allen and Cody Alan  

Up Close and Personal with Trisha Yearwood and 
Friends, featuring Lauren Alaina and Caitlyn Smith, 

GO, 
   SEE, 
      DO
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moderated by Elaina Smith 
“For Love & Country” – Amazon Music Special panel 
Song Suffragettes  
Brian Kelley and the Castaways 
She Is the Music Presents: Hillary Scott and Friends 

with Caitlyn Smith, Catie Offerman and Sacha 
Black Opry with Tylar Bryant, Roberta Lea, The Ken-

tucky Gentlemen and Julie Williams 
Social Stars in Country Music with Lily Rose, Peytan 

Porter, Georgia Webster and Troy Cartwright 
Lainey Wilson: I’ve Got a Heart Like a Truck 
Tik Tok and the Rise of Independent Artists with 

Cooper Alan, Spencer Crandall, Alexandra Kay and 
Thomas Mac 

Jessie James Decker’s Kittenish Fashion Show featur-
ing CMT’s Next Women of Country 

Larry, Steve & Rudy: The Gatlin Brothers – 65+ Years 
of Music 

Craig Morgan: God, Family, Country 
The Fan Fair X merch store will include the brand-

new line of CMA Fest merchandise, featuring select 
products fans will only be able to access inside Fan Fair 
X. Select merch items are available for online pre-or-
der now at shop.cmafest.com and through the CMA 
Connect App to receive in time for the festival. Now 
through Wednesday, May 25, fans who order merch 

through the CMA Connect App will 
receive free shipping. Fans will also be 
able to purchase official merchandise 
at multiple locations across the CMA 
Fest footprint in June. 

All stage lineups are available in the 
Official CMA Fest App and on CMA-
Fest.com. All artist lineups are subject 
to change. Artists performing at CMA 
Fest donate their time so a portion of 
ticket proceeds can directly benefit 
high-quality music education initia-
tives across the United States through 
the CMA Foundation.  

Don’t miss a beat by staying con-
nected with CMA on CMAfest.com, the Official CMA 
Connect App, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and sign 
up for CMA Country Connection emails to receive the 
latest news as soon as it’s announced. 

A limited number of four-day passes, plus recently 
announced single night tickets, for the Nissan Stadi-
um nightly concerts are available at CMAfest.com or 
through the CMA Box Office at 1-800-CMA-FEST. 
Tickets are also available for CMA Fest Nighttime Con-
certs at Ascend Amphitheater and CMA Fest’s new Riv-
erside Retreat, an exclusive premium destination along 
the Cumberland River. View all the perks and purchase 
four-day and single-day tickets at CMAfest.com/tickets. 

Named the “gold standard” and topping Billboard’s list 
of the 10 Best Country Music Festivals, CMA Fest is the 
longest-running Country Music festival in the world. 
The 2019 CMA Fest sold out with capacity crowds and 
had the largest engagement by Country Music fans in 
the event’s history, with visitors from all 50 states and 37 
international countries flocking to downtown Nashville. 

For More on  Tennessee
>Click Here 

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/tennessee/
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Edgar Allan Poe was born in 
Boston in 1809 and died forty 
years later on Sunday, October 7th 
in Washington Medical College. 
The circumstances surrounding 
his death continue to be the ob-
ject of numerous theories but his 
impact on the world of literature is 
set in stone. 

 Poe was born to actors Elizabeth 
and David Poe in Boston. David 
abandoned the family when he 
was one and Elizabeth died the 
following year in 1811. The orphan 
went to live with John Allan, a 
wealthy tobacco merchant and his 
wife Frances. Initially the family 
resided in a Richmond, VA house 
at Second and Franklin Streets, 

the first of several 
Richmond 
residences. 

 Rich-
mond has a 
strong claim 
to Poe’s leg-
acy through 
exhibits at the 

Poe Museum complex that holds 
the world’s largest collection of 
Poe memorabilia and artifacts and 
is the sole museum dedicated to a 
literary figure in Virginia. The mu-
seum complex is showcased in the 
1740 Old Stone House, the oldest 
extant residential structure in the 
city.

“From childhood’s hour I have not been as oth-
ers were, I have not seen as others saw. I could 
not awaken my heart to joy at the same tone, 
and all I loved I loved alone.”                            Poe{ }

People to See:People to See:
100 Years of Edgar Allen Poe100 Years of Edgar Allen Poe
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People to See:People to See:
100 Years of Edgar Allen Poe100 Years of Edgar Allen Poe

By Renée S. Gordon

He was stationed to guard 
the house as part of the Youth 
HoGuard when the Marquis de 
Lafayette visited in October of 

1824.
Poe never lived in the house but 

it is only a few blocks from his 
first childhood home and near his 
first workplace. 

 The concept for the mu-
seum, originally conceived as a 
monument, was the brainchild of 
James Whitty, an avid collector 
of Poe memorabilia, and a group 
of other admirers. They founded 
the Poe Memorial Association, in 
1906, around the theme of Poe’s 
poem “To One in Paradise”.  
They did not garner enough 
support until 10-years later when 
they salvaged construction mate-
rials from the Southern Literary 
Messenger building.

 Preservationists allowed 
them to construct a shrine and 
memorial Enchanted Garden in 
the area behind the Old Stone 
House with the salvaged granite 
and bricks. The site opened to 
the public on April 26, 1922. The 
shrine at the rear of the garden 
showcases a bust of Poe. Visi-
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For More on 
Virginia

>Click Here 

tors should take special note of 
the numerous details that relate 
to Poe’s life. The ivy lining the 
green was relocated from the 
grave of Poe’s mother and the 
garden benches were removed 
from the boarding house where 
Poe wed his 13-year-old first 
cousin Virginia Clemm. The En-
chanted Garden is the site of nu-
merous lectures, programs and 
events. “Unhappy Hour”, revel-
ries with a Tell-Tale Heart trial, is 
held every third Thursday of the 
month. The museum is available 
for rentals and weddings.

Poe was a cat lover and two 
black felines, Pluto and Edgar, 
live on the grounds. Pluto is the 
name of the cat in Poe’s short 
story “The Black Cat”.

The collection is housed chron-
ologically within three struc-
tures, the Old Stone House, the 
Memorial Building, and the 
North Building. The Old Stone 
House focuses on his personal 
life through exhibited portraits 
of significant people in his life, 
women he loved and his child-
hood bed.

The Memorial Building con-
tains his work desk and chair 
and career related artifacts. Items 
of his clothing are displayed 
along with his pocket watch. An 
empty coffin allows visitors to 
step inside and experience a bur-
ied alive photo op.

Items exploring his mysterious 
demise and theories and research 
surrounding it are featured in 
the North Building. On display 
are his trunk, walking stick and a 
lock of his hair. “Poe’s Tell-Tale 
Hair” focuses on a 2002 analysis 
of a hair sample that did not 
add substantially to information 
on his cause of death. We still 
know only that he was found 
on Election Day, insensible and 

dressed in clothing that appeared 
not to be his.

Purchases made in the gift shop 
support the museum. As well as 
the expected T-shirts, mugs and 
magnets there are many items 
that are unique and a bit quirky. 
The shop is well worth a visit.

Poe stares dolefully out of a 
window in one of the buildings. 
Seek him out as you search for 
the real Edgar Allan Poe follow-
ing in the footsteps of scores of 
international guests including H. 
P. Lovecraft and Salvador Dali.

“Those who dream 
by day are cognizant 
of many things which 
escape those who 
dream only by night”     

                 Poe (1841)

{ }

https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/virginia/
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WELCH - These events 
promise outdoor summer 
fun for the whole family in 
the heart of southern WV 
Coal Country. The festival, 
hosted by the City of Welch, 
will feature the WV State 
BBQ Championships sanc-
tioned by the Kansas City 
BBQ Society for pro pit-
masters and backyard BBQ 
teams, as well as live music.  
Nashville recording artist, 
Jesse Keith Whitley will 
perform Friday at 7 p.m. 
He is the  son of country 
legend Keith Whitley and 
Lorrie Morgan and often 
performs some of their 
famous hits along with 
his original music. Other 
events include a public BBQ 
tasting Saturday at 2 p.m., 
a beer garden, and several 
ATV contests. 

The theme of the 2022 festival is, 
“Get Your “Grubb” On!” to honor 
the late Jason R. Grubb who in-
spired the event.  Grubb, a native 
of Welch, served as the Business 
Development Specialist for the 
City of Welch before his death in 
the fall of 2021 and was instru-
mental in bringing the festival to 
McDowell County.

The event has also earned the 
support of the State of West 
Virginia. Governor Jim Justice 
declared the event a WV State 
Barbeque Championship with 
an official proclamation.  Harold 
McBride, Sr. says the event has 
been carefully curated to attract 
many kinds of attendee.

“The WV Coalfields Cookoff 
invites the best BBQ cookers, ATV 

enthusiasts, locals and tourists to 
visit the great City of Welch, WV,” 
said Harold McBride, Sr. Mayor. 
“In addition to the professional 
and backyard BBQ cook-off, we 
will have arts and crafts, food 
vendors, a Beer Garden, and ATV 
contests! We really have some-
thing for everyone at this event.” 

“Welch is known for being 
the heart of West Virginia Coal 
Country and this event is signifi-
cant from a tour-ism perspective.  
We have BBQ teams and judges 
traveling from as far away as IL.  
Our projected economic impacts 
could be several hundred thou-
sand dollars for our county.  With 
our surrounding mountains being 
home to the Hatfield McCoy Trail 
and Welch welcoming off-road 
machines into the city, we expect 
the event to be popular with our 

ATV tourists also and we 
invite them to come into 
town to enjoy the event,” he 
continued.

Some added events will be 
featured in the 2022 event. 
Those include the Museum 
on Main Street Cross-roads 
Exhibit sponsored by the 
Smithsonian at the Jack Caff-
ery Center and a presentation 
of the Terror of the Tug on 
the Courthouse steps at noon.

 Hosted by the City of 
Welch, ticket, contests, and 
BBQ cook team registration 
are available at http://www.
wvcoalfieldscookoff.com or 
at the city offices located at 
88 Howard Street in Welch.  
Tickets for the public are 
$20 per person and can be 
purchased onsite.  Tickets 
include both days and all 

festival events, including the BBQ 
tasting. Children are free and a $5 
discount is available for military 
veterans and first responders. A 
portion of the proceeds from the 
event will benefit the Welch Vol-
unteer Fire Depart-ment. 

 
For more details and contest 

rules for the BBQ Cookoff, music 
contests, ATV competitions, or 
general fes-tival information, visit 
wvcoalfieldscookoff.com 

W. Va. Coalfields Cookoff, State BBQ, W. Va. Coalfields Cookoff, State BBQ, 
& ATV Festival  June 10-11& ATV Festival  June 10-11

http://www
https://wvcoalfieldscookoff.com
https://extendedweekendgetaways.com/destination/west-virginia/
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