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The work sheds extra light 
on Verstappen's karting9 

origins, but adds little to 

the Formula 1 era 

IO 

Lewis, look away now.. 
Dive into Max Verstappen's karting days and discover what made 
him a world champion in an insightful, albeit subjective, new title 

O MUCH HAS ALREADY BEEN SAID themselves becomes more obvious. 
about Max Verstappen including 
in the documentary Whatever lt 

Takes, as well as several 
biographies, that the big question 
about André Hoogeboom's Max: 

The Dutch Master is whether it brings new 

Hoogeboom does succeed at highlighting the 
catalysts behind the scenes: Jos's manager 
Huub Rothengatter, who financed Max's 
Formula 3 seat, tyre specialist Kees van de 
Grint, who knew three generations of the 
family, and Sander Dorsman, who gave Max 
his first test in a single-seater, to name a few. revelations to the table. 

The book is divided into two parts. The Meanwhile Sir Jackie Stewart and journalists 
first focuses on Max's karting career and the 
latter on his Fl days. The karting section 
reveals the pivotal moments that shaped the 
Dutch driver into a future world champion 

Peter Windsor and Will Buxton offer useful 

insights. Hoogeboom himself sees no flaws 
whatsoever in the reigning champion. He is, 
after all, a Dutch journalist.

The words are accompanied by 
photographs from Max's initial karting days 
up to the controversial 2021 Abu Dhabi 

Grand Prix. But while the book provides a 
rare insight into Max's psyche that first 
developed during his karting career, the F1 
section of the book adds little to what we 
already know. Max: The Dutch Master acts as 
a starting point for anyone who is new to 

and it is clear that Max had to endure a lot 
of tough love from his father Jos, himself a 
successful FI driver who raced alongside 
Michael Schumacher. 

The book highlights one incident which 
took place in Sarno, Italy, in 2013, when Max 
Crashed his kart and lost his shot at the 125cc 

KZ2 world title. Jos was furious and said, 
"Don't talk to me. You've ruined the race 

and I'm sick to death of it:" Several of the Formula 1. For a Max fan, this could be a 
other 271 pages attempt to drive home 

the point that tough love works. 

The FI section is less successful in 

bible. But for others, it is a one-time read to be skimmed through. Nikita Achanta 

revealing anything new. Instead Hoogeboom 
refers to Whatever It Takes when he's at a 

Max: The Dutch Master 

loss to offer any other insight and the lack 

of co-operation with the Verstappens 
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