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By Mary Beth Klatt

There are few destinations as iconic and legendary as the Roosevelt Hotel in New Orleans. It’s home to the
Sazerac cocktail; it’s where presidents, movie stars, and singers stayed; and it survived Hurricane Katrina.
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EXTERIOR

The exterior of the Roosevelt New Orleans

The hotel, originally known as the Grunewald Hotel, opened in December 1893 just in time for the 1984 Mardi
Gras season. It became so successful, a 400-room, 14-story annex was opened in 1907. When the hotel was
sold in 1923, the new owners wanted to demolish the original hotel, build a new tower the same size as the
annex, and redesign the interiors.
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Lobby

The restored lobby with the original chandelier that was hand cleaned.

The new structure, which spanned a city block (and still does), was renamed the Roosevelt Hotel. The

property changed hands throughout the following decades, and, in 1965, the 504-room hotel was sold once
again and renamed the Fairmont New Orleans. No matter the iterations of its name, however, the hotel is most
known for it guests. The Blue Room stage welcomed Ella Fitzgerald, Judy Garland, Tina Turner, Carol
Channing, Marlene Dietrich, Audrey Hepburn, Ginger Rogers, and Bob Hope. Elvis, Sonny and Cher, Frank
Sinatra, Judy Garland, and Marilyn Monroe have dined there, as have presidents ranging from Calvin Coolidge
to Bill Clinton.

Sazerac-Bar
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The Sazerac Bar with its original murals from artist Paul Ninas

The property shut down after Hurricane Katrina ravaged the city in 2005. Only two years later, the hotel was
sold for $17 million and converted to the Waldorf Astoria flag under the Roosevelt New Orleans name.
Houston-based Paradigm Design Group was called on to bring the hotel back to its original glory. The

firm redesigned the 504 guestrooms in a neoclassical style; restored the lobby, even hand-cleaning the original
chandeliers; and updated the Sazerac Bar to mimic its 1930s heyday with elegant woodwork and four restored
Art Deco murals painted by artist Paul Ninas when he moved to New Orleans in 1932.

Leave a Comment

Name (required)
Email (required)
Website

Submit

<— Previous

Video

Categories

https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalityd...16/06/hotel-flashback-the-roosevelt-hotel-celebrates-new-orleans.html Page 4 of 6


https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/05/a-bus-ride-to-remember.html

HD Talks | Hotel Flashback: The Roosevelt Hotel Celebrates New Orleans

Events

People
Products
Projects
social media
Sustainability
The Economy
Trends
Uncategorized
Web/Tech

Recent Posts

And the Winners Are ...

Hotel Flashback: The Roosevelt Hotel Celebrates New Orleans
10 Ways to Engage on Social Media

A Bus Ride to Remember

Rockwell Group’s Salone del Mobile Trend Report

HD Expo 2016 Best Booth Winners Announced

HD Expo: The Final Countdown

HD Expo: Has the Industry Hit Its Peak?

HD Expo: Reveling in Rollick Hotels

HD Expo: Social Status

June 2016
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4

56 7 8 9 1011
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

« May

Archives

June 2016

May 2016

April 2016
March 2016
February 2016
January 2016
December 2015
November 2015
October 2015
View All

https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalityd...16/06/hotel-flashback-the-roosevelt-hotel-celebrates-new-orleans.html

5/4/22, 3:10 PM

Page 5 of 6


https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/events
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/people
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/products
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/projects
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/social-media
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/sustainability
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/the-economy
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/trends
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/uncategorized
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/webtech
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/06/12th-annual-hd-awards-winners-announced.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/06/hotel-flashback-the-roosevelt-hotel-celebrates-new-orleans.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/05/10-ways-to-engage-on-social-media.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/05/a-bus-ride-to-remember.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/05/rockwell-groups-salone-del-mobile-trend-report.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/05/hd-expo-2016-best-booth-winners-announced.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/04/hd-expo-the-final-countdown.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/04/hd-expo-has-the-industry-hit-its-peak.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/04/hd-expo-reveling-in-rollick-hotels.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/04/hd-expo-social-status.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/05
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/06/02
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/06/09
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/06
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/05
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/04
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/03
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/02
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2016/01
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2015/12
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2015/11
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/2015/10
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/archives/

HD Talks | Hotel Flashback: The Roosevelt Hotel Celebrates New Orleans 5/4/22, 3:10 PM

Stay Connected

e RSS
o Twitter
e Facebook

© 2016 Emerald Expositions, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalityd...16/06/hotel-flashback-the-roosevelt-hotel-celebrates-new-orleans.html Page 6 of 6


https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://hdtalks.hospitalitydesign.com/feed
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/https://twitter.com/hdmag
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://www.facebook.com/groups/hospitalitydesign/
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://www.emeraldexpositions.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://www.hospitalitydesign.com/terms-of-use.shtml
https://web.archive.org/web/20160820141753/http://www.hospitalitydesign.com/privacy-policy.shtml

