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https://vimeo.com/554390143

and suffered hundreds of deaths. Poverty and 
lack of infrastructure made the area especially 
vulnerable. 

Christian Reformed Church on reservation 

mornings, until the numbers began to go 
down.”  

Jim is one of many pastors whose churches 
have had to make drastic adjustments in their 

worship and ministry, though few faced the 
threat of the virus at such a scale. 

in vehicles parked six feet apart,” Jim says. 

services, Bible studies, and council meetings. 

together.” 

The pandemic has been the greatest challenge 

Leadership Development Program, which 
cultivates native pastors and leaders in Navajo 
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and Zuni churches. He also helped 

Then, Jim says, his calling was to 
return to pastoring a church. 

pastor,” says Jim, who served First 
Navajo Christian Reformed Church 

back to that.”

Today, whether driving up to worship 

from multiple states, worshipers 
hear Jim preach in both Navajo and 
English. 

“People are drawn to that. The 
elderly are drawn to it, and the 
young people have learned some of 
the Navajo language that way,” Jim 

the message is clearer to understand 
when you hear it in both languages.” 

Jim says studying at Calvin Seminary 
helped to prepare him to reach 
across cultures.

ministry in our context,” he says. 
“Now the doctrines that I preach 

whole mission with the culture that 

medicine men from a point of view 

God did with us: sent Jesus into this 
world—he is the bridge to helping us 
understand who God is.”

And the path to building bridges, Jim 
says, is building relationships.

“As I go out on the streets, I see 
people down and out, drug addicts 
and alcoholics. I have conversations 
with them, listen to them, get to 
know them, and some lives are 
changed,” Jim says. “People come to 

to me asking for prayers.” 

the predominantly white Christian 
Reformed Church, he says this 
emphasis on building relationships 
is something he wants to offer back 
to the white church. 

mind is all about results, results, 
results,” he says. “Early on I began 
to realize that I was always working 
for some kind of result—how many 
people did you contact, how many 
came to the Lord?

ministered here, his work was about 
building relationships. One of the 

more relational.”
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