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COLLECTIBLES’
Charm
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WHAT ARE SOME 
OF THE WORLD’S 
MOST VALUABLE 
AND POPULAR 
COLLECTIBLES? 
LET’S FIND OUT! Collectibles are more 

than a hobby, they are 
a devotion, a passion 

for collectors. They are not 
easily obtainable and are items 
that usually fetch more money 
than they were originally worth 
because of their rarity and 
popularity.

There are usually two reasons 
to hold onto collectibles: they’re 

either valuable, or they’re 
cherished.

The most popular collectibles 
can change as quickly as the 
seasons, but there are a handful 
of items which are timeless. 
In fact, top collectibles have 
maintained or increased in value 
and will continue to do so. 

The price for a particular 
collectible usually depends on 
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COLLECTIBLES’

identity private for safety reasons. 
Any transactions that occur 
between anonymous collectors 
happen between their agents 
while still maintaining their 
confidentiality. Therefore, the 
market value of a collectible 
might not be easily determined.

Indeterminate Holdings

Some collectibles are worth more 
in the set they were initially part 
of but sold individually due to a 
variety of factors, hence affecting 
their market value. Additionally, 
collectors may also separate their 
pieces by lending parts of their 
rare possessions anonymously to 
museums and galleries for display 
while keeping the remainders in 
their private collection.

Changing Values

Auctioneers are notorious for 
setting inaccurate pre-sale 
estimates with the intention of 

how many of the same items are 
available, and the condition of 
the collectible. What are precious 
and valuable can cover many 
genres of collectibles—from 
multimillion dollar art pieces to 
rare comic books to fine wine. 

Many of the world’s most 
valuable collections are held by 
religious organisations, museums, 
and governments around the 
world. For example, the Vatican 
owns priceless masterpieces 
by Renaissance’s art masters 
Michael Angelo, Leonardo da 
Vinci, and Raphael. The Mona 
Lisa by da Vinci held in the Louvre 
Museum in Paris is considered 
by many to be the most precious 
painting the world—worth up 
to US$870 million in 2021. The 
UK government owns the British 
Crown Jewels, which are valued 
between US$4 and US$6 billion.

Meanwhile, there are vast 
categories of collectibles that 
common people go for, for 
example, classic cars, antiques, 
watches, coins, toys, comic books, 
and stamps. Those who amass 
collectibles take a lot of time and 
effort to source and take care 
of them and would usually store 
them in locations where they will 
not be ruined. 

MARKET VALUE OF COLLECTIBLES
For acquisitions made between 
private collectors, the market 
value of the items depends on 
several different factors. According 
to the website, Moneycrashers.com, 
these include: 

Anonymity

It is common for owners of 
precious objects to keep their 

drawing in bidders. This affects 
the values of private collectibles, 
as their value is usually based on 
the public sale of a similar piece 
by the auction houses. 

Quality vs Quantity

The number of pieces in a private 
collection does not make an 
accurate comparison of value 
as one collector may have 
five paintings of a renowned 
artist that is worth millions while 
another has collected thousand 
artworks by lesser-known artists 
with less market interest.

MOST POPULAR COLLECTIBLES 
TODAY
During the pandemic, many 
people did whatever they could 
to get their minds off Covid-19, 
and that includes diving into the 
hobby of collecting unique items.

Among the many pop-
culture related collectibles that 

TOP 10
MOST VALUABLE  

TYPES OF 
COLLECTIBLES  
IN THE WORLD

Source: Moneycrashers.com

Fine art

Rare coins

Thoroughbred horses

Jewellery and gems

Stamps

Faberge Eggs

Classic and exotic cars

Fine wines

Chinese porcelain

Timepieces
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have been rising in popularity 
include comic books, trading 
cards, movie collectibles, action 
figures, sports memorabilia, 
music memorabilia, medals, and 
badges. 

According to a recent online 
survey by LifeStorage.com, 
here are some of the hottest 
collectibles:

1 ANTIQUE FURNITURE
The customary definition of 

antique is that the item should 
be at least 100 years old and in 
original condition. Many antiques 
are worth a lot of money if 
they are properly kept. Antique 
furniture is both functional and, 
in most cases, very well made, 
which makes it highly collectible. 
It is usually passed on down from 
generation to generation.

Most antique furniture is made 
from various types of wood. 

Some pieces have been 
refurbished for both 

practical and aesthetic 
reasons. Stacking 
lumber the right way 
and keeping wood 
furniture elevated 
are a couple of 
ways to increase 
the lifespan of 
wood.

2 CLASSIC CARS
Not many can afford a 

collection of classic cars, but 
some collectors have one or 
two classic cars that are in their 
possessions. Classic cars may 
not be practical for day-to-day 
use but they are first of all an 
investment, and also show pieces. 
A great classic and vintage 
car should be well kept, well 
maintained and well stored. Many 
collectors also invest in a long-
term car storage to protect their 
beloved automotive collections.

3 VINYL RECORDS
Today, as more music lovers 

are reverting to listening to vinyl 
records, it makes them all the 
more collectible. For collectors, 
vinyl records of yesteryears aren’t 
just being stored, they’re being 
played, too.  Some vinyl will be 
worth a lot while others may not 
have much value, but records are 
worth storing as one never knows 
which of them may suddenly 
have a spike in value.

Like antique furniture, vinyl 
records are treasures that have 
been enjoyed for many years 
within the family and are passed 
down from parents to children. 
Vinyl collectors would understand 
the importance of preserving their 
records, as they are quite fragile 
and easily damaged. Records 
should be stored vertically 
and not stacked on top of one 
another. Each should be stored in 
its respective sleeve. 

4 COMIC BOOKS
Comic books are hot 

collectibles. But they are not 
easy items to collect as even the 
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An antique 
Chippendale 

sideboard
Image credit: Revived 
Pieces/WikiCommons

Classic cars on display 
in Frogham, England

Image credit: Mike Faherty/
WikiCommons

Collectible comic books at La Lagunilla 
Sunday Antiques Market in Mexico City.
Image credit: Alejandro Linares Garcia/WikiCommons

A vinyl record
Image credit: iStockphoto
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most minor defect can impact 
the value tremendously. Paper 
fades, tears, crinkles, and is less 
durable than most items. So, 
among most collectibles, storing 
comic books is probably the most 
critical aspect of maintaining 
the collection’s value. On top of 
that, it can be difficult to put a 
price on our childhood memories. 
But if a collector has rare copies 
of popular comic books, the 
sentimental value can set off high 
commercial values.  

5 COINS AND BANKNOTES
Coin collections have a 

profound and rich history and 
therefore collecting coins and 
banknotes can be a worthwhile 
hobby. As with all collectibles, 
the value increases with time 
when the collectibles are well 

stored.  As coins are minted 
from metals such as copper 
and silver, most of them 
(except for gold) will react 
negatively with a variety of 
different environmental factors. 
Therefore, coins need to be 
stored in protective casings to 
avoid chemical reactions. 

Here are some examples of rare collectibles that had been sought by certain collectors across the  
globe mainly due to their infatuation with the celebrity linked to the item. These collectibles were sold  

at a huge sum of money for their uniqueness and worth.

ELVIS PRESLEY’S HAIR

US$115,000  
Sold in 2002 to Elvis 

fan, Tom Morgan.

MICHAEL JACKSON’S RHINESTONE GLOVE

US$420,000
Sold in 2009 to Hong Kong  
businessman, Hoffman Ma.

DRACULA (1931) MOVIE POSTER 

US$525,800
Sold in 2017 to a certain horror-
obsessed member of Metallica.

LANCE ARMSTRONG’S DAMIEN  
HIRST BUTTERFLY BICYCLE

US$500,000
Sold in 2009 in Armstrong’s  
cancer charity.

SOME RARE (AND SOMETIMES BIZARRE) COLLECTIBLES
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A pile of vintage baseball cards 

from the 1970s New York Yankees.
Image credit: iStockphoto

Elvis Presley
Image credit: Elvis 
Presley’s Graceland

One of Michael Jackson’s 
rhinestone gloves.
Image credit: Jon Seb Barber/
WikiCommons

Lance Armstrong 
on his Damien Hirst 
bike in Paris.
Image credit: Hyku on 
Flickr/WikiCommons

A collectible coin
Image credit: Siren-com/WikiCommons

Original Dracula 
movie posters
Image credit: 
Universal/
WikiCommons
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6 TRADING CARDS
Trading cards usually 

contain an image of a certain 
person, place, or thing and a 
short description of the picture, 
along with other texts. They are 
traditionally associated with 
sports, and baseball cards are 
particularly common. Others 
feature cartoons, comic book 
characters, and film stills.  These 
paper collectibles do best when 
they are kept in mint condition. 
The options for sports card 
storage are numerous, and they 
can even be stored in shoeboxes. !

7 DOLLS AND TOYS
Doll collectors take their 

unique passion seriously.  
However, there is an ebb and 
flow to this collectible market, as 
some toys and dolls will go in and 
out of fashion, such as beanie 
babies. Usually, antique toys and 
dolls have a more stable market. 
Although collectors will generally 
pay more attention on how to 
store antique and vintage dolls, 
modern dolls are also susceptible 
to damage quite easily. There 
is a right way to restore a doll 
that preserves its originality and 
historical value. 

8 STAMPS
Collecting stamps seems like 

an old pastime, but there are still 
many stamp collectors out there. 
By collecting stamps from all  
over the world, one can learn 
about the country of origin and 
social and political backgrounds 
of where the stamps come from.  
It also combines a love of art with 
a love of history. While stamps 
must endure the rigour of mail 

delivery, which is getting less by 
the day, stamp collectors must 
take pain in preserving thin 
pieces of paper that can tear 
easily. 

9 WINE
Wine is often mislabelled 

as only a drink, but it is indeed 
a collectible. Some fine wine 
collections can be worth more 
than a house even!  Fine wine 
gets better with age, which is why 

proper storage of wine is essential 
for maintaining the value of a 
wine collection. 

Depending on the type of 
wine, some will be worthless 
while others worth a fortune as 
collectibles. The really fine wine 
can last for many years and gets 
better with age. A wine cellar is 
essential for fine wine collection 
where wine connoisseurs can 
offer specific storage instructions 
for ageing of each wine.
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Vintage Bradley  
dolls from Japan.
Image credit: Keibi/WikiCommons

A vintage stamp
Image credit: iStockphoto

Wine racks in a wine cellar.
Image credit: Edsel Little/WikiCommons
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10 FINE ART AND JEWELLERY
Fine art and jewellery are 

lumped together here because 
they are both considered 
highly personal collectibles. 
Obviously, a true fine art or 
jewellery collector will seek out 
rare pieces, and usually go 
for items that appeal to their 
aesthetics and personal tastes. 
Passing down fine art and 
jewellery to the next generation 
is quite a common sentimental 
practice.  And for these personal 
collections, each of the items 
would mean something unique 
to those who collect them. 

Whether you are a hobbyist or  
a serious collector, collecting  
will always bring a sense of 
fulfilment and history to your 
life. It is never too late to start 
collecting today. You can’t lose! 
Your collection can only grow in 
value as the time passes by! 

Turning Clutter into a Collection
From postcards to rare coins 
to salt and pepper shakers, 
the seeds of an un-intentional 
collection could be right 
under one’s nose. According 
to a Nielsen survey, one in 
10 collectors developed an 
interest in the hobby by slowly 
acquiring items over time, and 
only later decided to establish 
their own showcase collections.

“My enthusiasm for 
collecting began as a child 
with the inexpensive cars my 
mother would buy me as a 
treat during trips to the market,” 
said Bruce Pascal, owner of 
the legendary Hot Wheels 
Redline Beach Bomb, valued 
at US$72,000 at a collector’s 
convention. “When I became 
an adult, I rediscovered these 
long-discarded playthings and 
grew to appreciate the artistry 
behind them.”

Each year, collectors like 
Pascal gather at conventions 
to show off and trade their 
precious items. Hot Wheels 
collecting “pros” provided the 
following suggestions on how 
to create amazing collections. 
These tips are applicable not 
just for die-cast vehicles, but  
for virtually everything under 
the sun:

 Craft a theme 
Whether it’s based on size, year, 
location, etc., crafting a theme 
will help narrow down the 
“shopping list” when searching 
for additions to any collection.

 Be picky 
It’s okay to pass on pieces that 
aren’t necessarily attention 
grabbers. Waiting for that 
personal “wow” aspect really 
helps to give each piece in a 
collection a unique value.

 Become familiar 
Research the collection before 
beginning the hunting-and-
buying process. The more 
knowledgeable one is, the 
better the chance of getting 
a great deal on the price (as 
well as better quality on each 
piece).

 Budget, budget, budget
Along with researching the 
details on each piece, know 
what others are paying for 
it and one’s own personal 
budget. Bargaining is allowed 
with dealers, so knowing the 
cost breakdown on either side 
will help to “seal the deal.”

So, get out the dust rag and 
start cleaning—there could be 
many collections waiting to be 
discovered in your storeroom!
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A jewellery set 
from Victorian Era.

Image credit: 
Auckland Museum/

WikiCommons


