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Luxury travel has always been 
about enjoying the finest things 
in life, from the best design and 
architecture to the most mouth-
watering food. But as savvy 
travellers look to the future, it’s 
clear that a focus on sustainability 
is the only way to ensure the 
world’s treasures are preserved 
for all to enjoy.

Where 
Nature & 
Luxury 
Combine

Ecological lifestyle is a global mega-trend. 
In the last decade or so, the concepts of 
sustainable travel and ecotourism have 

been growing steadily. 
As the effects of development take its toll 

on nature, not only has the awareness on 
the environment changed our perceptions 
and lifestyles, we also have become more 
conscious about the way we travel. Ecotourism, 
which gives rise to eco-friendly resorts and 
hotels, has become an increasingly popular 
alternative in the tourism industry.

Highly educated and environmentally 
aware travellers are driving the demand for 
luxurious eco-breaks. “Luxury and eco-centricity 
traditionally belonged at the opposite ends 
of the tourism industry. However, the renewed 
interest from the most affluent concerning eco-
holidays has given rise to a new type of travel, 
known as luxury eco-tourism,” says Konstantina 
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Boutsioukou, a travel and tourism analyst at 
GlobalData.

Back in 1983, leading Mexican architect and 
environmentalist, Hector Ceballos-Lascurain, 
defined ecotourism as “tourism that involves 
travelling to relatively undisturbed natural 
areas with the specific object of studying, 
admiring, and enjoying the scenery and its 
wild plants and animals, as well as any existing 
cultural aspects found in these areas… the 
person who practises ecotourism has the 
opportunity of immersing him or herself in 
nature in a way that most people cannot enjoy 
in their routine, urban existences.”

A decade later, the definition was extended 
to include “the importance of supporting local 
communities and promoting conservation”. The 
International Ecotourism Society was founded 
in 1990 to celebrate tourism destinations that 
fitted with this definition.
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Jumping onto the bandwagon 
of ecotourism are properties 
that are built to be eco-friendly. 
Simply put, they comprise facility 
that takes active steps toward 
environmental sustainability and 
social responsibility by helping 
its natural surroundings and the 
local community.

THE RISING TREND OF ECO-
LUXURY RESORTS
Of late, a new breed of upmarket 
eco-friendly resorts has emerged 
to offer stylish and luxurious 
facilities to discerning travellers.

Sustainable travel has become 
a decision that consumers have 
to make to reduce their carbon 
footprint on earth. At the same 
time, luxury is no longer defined 
by the conventional sense of 
extravagance and lavish facilities 
and services.

logs made of natural wood.
These eco-luxury resorts are 

popular as they offer the best of 
both worlds---to enjoy beautiful 
sceneries and environments both 
in and outdoors in a luxurious 
yet nature-inspired property and 
ambience. With modern facilities 
and five-star hotel comfort, they 
feature natural materials and 
ecological building that provide 
a desired look and feel for a 
perfect getaway.

GLAMPING
Another trend that has become 
increasingly popular over the 
past few years is glamping. 
Combining the words “glamour” 
and “camping,” it is a trend that 
encapsulates the concept of 
‘glamorous camping’.

The concept offers travellers 
to be surrounded by nature in 
a hotel-level ‘tent’. There is a 
comfortable double-bed instead 
of a sleeping bag, an attached 
bathroom with all the modern 
amenities instead of toughing 
it out in a forest, and diversified 
meals rather than canned food.

As the way we travel has 
changed over the years,  
travellers no longer want a 
generic type of vacation. 
Glamping offers an exciting and 
authentic experience where 
one can explore nature on their 
own terms. It is a unique way to 
vacation at some of the most 
awe-inspiring locations around 
the world.

The trend is growing in many 
parts of the world.  Glamping 
locations can be found in more 
and more destinations—from 
mountaintops to forest canopies 

For the forward-thinking 
ethical world traveller, a getaway 
goes deeper than glossy labels 
and packaging when making 
any form of purchase. They 
look to understand the social, 
environmental and economic 
impact of their spending, prior 
to supporting a brand. It is how, 
where, and why a product was 
procured that is the overarching 
concern, be it an item of clothing 
or a holiday. 

Many newer eco-friendly 
resorts are offering something 
different; high-end experience 
catering to travellers who care  
for the environment but do not 
want to sacrifice luxury. Located 
amidst nature and beautiful 
landscapes, the creation of  
these buildings begins with 
choosing an ecological building 
material and method, such as 
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Luxury Resorts that Blend into Nature and all of them offer their own 
unique selling points. 

ECOLODGE
Apart from glamping, ecolodges 
have also been growing in 
popularity due to the trend 
towards sustainability. Born of 
the concept of ecotourism, it 
operates to benefit the local 
host community by reducing the 
environmental impact. 
    According to the Collins 
Dictionary, ecolodge is defined 
as a tourist accommodation 
facility designed to have minimal 
impact on the environment, 
often constructed as part of 
an environmental project. They 
are usually located in a more 
remote natural area or an off the 
beaten track, to cater to tourists 
who are looking for nature-
focused, environmentally friendly 
vacations.

An article ‘Ecolodge 
Types and Definitions’ from 
Worldwideecolodges.com seeks 
to classify the attributes of an 
ecolodge as opposed to simply a 
‘green hotel’. 

An ecolodge, it says, is located 
in a natural area that is not 
significantly impacted by a 
townsite, noise, traffic, smog or 
pollution. A typical ecolodge is 
small and equipped with less 
than 30 rooms. It is designed 
to have minimal impact to 
the environment and to be 
as sustainable as possible in 
their usage of resources. Many 
ecolodges use technologies that 
reduce energy and handle waste, 
and employ systems that protect 
the environment from pollution 
and degradation. Furthermore, 

ARCTIC BATH, 
SWEDEN
Arctic Bath is a unique 
hotel and spa experience 
that welcomes guests to 
immerse themselves in 
the elements while leaving 
a minimal environmental 
footprint behind.

CA’ DI DIO, ITALY
Ca’ di Dio is admirably 
obsessive about keeping it 
local. Many of the hotel’s 
decorative elements 
come courtesy of local 
craftspeople.

GRAND FOREST 
METSOVO, GREECE 
Perched on the slopes 
of the Pindus Mountain 
range in the foothills 
of the Pindus National 
Park, every element of 
Grand Forest Metsovo has 
been designed with its 
surrounding peaks and 
black pine forest in mind.

In October 2021, Small Luxury Hotels of the World, a community 
of independently minded travellers and independently 
spirited hotels in the world, launched Considerate Collection, 
a community of actively sustainable luxury hotels going the 
extra eco mile, proving that luxury is compatible with longevity.

The three key pillars for the Considerate Collection 
brands are: Community Minded, Cultural Custodians, and 
Environmentally Conscious. Here are some of the eco-luxury 
resorts in the list:
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they aim to improve the welfare 
of the local population by 
supporting local suppliers and 
workers.

To boost the experience 
and create awareness for the 
environment, many ecolodges 
have access to nature guides 
who are trained in biology or 
have significant knowledge of 
the habitat. They thereby allow 
guests unique insights into the 
surrounding habitat. Many of 
them provide books, posters, 
maps, photographs, orientation 
talks, or other ways to inform 

guests and visitors about the 
biology of the area.

WHAT MAKES A RESORT 
ECOLOGICAL?
Eco-friendly travel is sought-after 
because when resorts or hotels 
go green, they do less damage 
to the environment, incur lower 
costs, and win goodwill from 
guests. 

The business model of an 
eco-friendly resort embraces 
a social purpose that includes 
significantly reducing their 
environmental impact through 

green best-practices in 
maintenance, services, logistics, 
products, and supplies. The core 
elements of the property revolve 
around reducing waste, saving 
energy, and cutting down on 
water usage.

The article ‘Sustainable Hotel 
Ideas: 25 Ways to Go Green’ 
(Cvent.com) proposes the fact 
that sustainability in the business 
world is essential to achieving 
growth and satisfying customers.

“Increasingly, consumers 
seek out green businesses 
and pay more for eco-friendly 
products and services.!One 
in three consumers prefer 
sustainable brands, and the 
travel industry is taking note. 
TripAdvisor, for example, has 
developed its!GreenLeaders 
Programme!showcasing hotels 
with environmentally-friendly 
best practices to conscientious 
travellers, such as!hotels going 
green with LEED!(Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design),” it says.

There are many ways to 
promote sustainability in the 
operations of the hotel or resort. 
Eco-friendly principles vary from 
serving organic or locally grown 
food to using natural cooling 
instead of air conditioning.

An article in Causeartist.com 
suggests four tips that makes 
an eco-resort truly sustainable. 
Firstly, the property should tell a 
compelling story of sustainability. 
Authenticity has become a deal-
breaker for today’s increasingly 
demanding eco-tourism 
enthusiasts.

Next, the resorts should 
engage and educate local 

This ecolodge in Netherlands, 
Op Oost, is a converted 18th 
century farmhouse that’s 
inspired by nature in every detail.
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communities. Partnering with and 
empowering local communities 
is critical to the success of any 
eco-resort endeavour, and guests 
can reap the socio-economic 
and environmental benefits of 
responsible tourism.

Thirdly, resorts should reinvest 
travellers’ profits into social and/
or environment causes. And 
finally, sustainability should be 
at the heart of their operations—
from using renewable energy 
to partnering with fellow eco-
friendly brands, the eco-resort is 
run with sustainability standards 
governing every aspect of its 
operations.

Wong Xian Hor, director 

and floor manager of Cabinz 
Ecottage Retreat in Kampung 
Baru Pantai, Seremban, thinks 
eco-friendly luxury travel appeals 
to a niche market in Malaysia. 

He believes why up-market 
luxurious eco-resorts are getting 
popular among travellers 
is because most travellers, 
especially those from overseas, 
have experienced advanced 
and modern amenities in their 
everyday environment, hence 
they seek a change to be among 
nature.

“This trend will pick up as 
most travellers are looking for a 
getaway from the hectic city life,” 
says Wong. However, he adds 
that the building of an eco-
friendly luxury resorts is not the 
typical generic construction of a 
building in the city.

“It is a marriage of a retreat 
that is environmentally friendly 
and a luxury property that costs 
a lot to build. These properties 
cater to the discerning guests 
who are looking for something 
that they would not get in  
the city.”

Besides the location amidst 
nature, Wong feels that well-
maintained fences and boundaries 
for safety are considerations that 
eco-friendly resorts should have.

He says the classification of 
eco-luxury resorts is still quite 
ambiguous, as resorts that are 
set in some sort of nature may 
feel they fit the description even 
though the real definition of eco-
friendly has stricter criteria.

“Our cabins are all made  
from recycled wood, built around 
the surrounding nature and 
overseeing the reserve forest.  
The concept is something 
like a rumah panjang, with 
interconnecting villas for bigger 
families. I won’t call it an eco-
luxury resort, but we have all the 
modern amenities needed for a 
comfortable vacation,” he says.

So, are eco-luxury resorts here 
to stay? Probably, says Wong.  
Travellers are looking for retreats 
that are away from civilisation, 
and they are becoming more 
selective on the quality of the 
accommodation during their 
getaways. 

Wong Xian Hor, Director 
and Floor Manager of 

Cabinz Ecottage Retreat


