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Best new Indian whiskies

FRESH OFF 
THE CASK

KAMET
Inspired by one of the high-
est peaks in India, Kamet 
is a premium single malt 
distilled from the indig-
enous six-row barley. It is 
matured in a combination of 
ex-bourbon, ex-wine, and 
ex-sherry casks, giving it 
oaky, spice-forward notes 
and a complex nutty finish. 

INDRI
Named after the 

distillery’s location 
below the Himalayan 

foothills, Indri is a 
delightfully layered 

and rich whisky with 
hints of black tea and 

caramelised pine-
apple. Gentle spice 
and nutty flavours 
lead to a subtle yet 

long finish.

MITHUNA BY PAUL JOHN

and connoisseurs to share 
their single malt experiences 
and information. Meanwhile, 
in Kolkata, The Calcutta 
Malt and Spirits Club orga-
nises monthly sessions for 
its members to discuss three 
malts from different regions of 
Scotland. Though all four clubs 
offer free membership, individ-
ual events are often ticketed, 
with prices ranging from 
Rs 2,000 to Rs 7,000. 

“We do exclusive bot-
tlings and curate whisky tours 
as well. We are the only club 
in India with exclusive bot-
tlings for members based on 
their palate preferences”, says 
Harsha Thimmaiah, partner 
at Single Malt Amateur Club. 
Other clubs are also trying 
hard to exceed the tasting brief. 
In February 2020, The Dram 
Club hosted the India leg of the 
20-year-old Speyside Whisky 
Festival, while All Things Nice 

has organised its own high-
profile events, once bringing 
the legendary whisky expert 
Jim Murray to India. It also 
educates on scotch whisky 
through its exclusive affiliation 
with the Edinburgh Whisky 
Academy in Scotland. 

The membership profile of 
these clubs reflects the chang-
ing face of the Indian whisky 
consumer. “Right from the 
beginning, women comprised 
about 25 per cent of our mem-
bers and this number has 
steadily grown to 40 per cent. 
Also, over the past two years, 
we have seen many whisky 
and spirits enthusiasts in 
the 25-35 age group join our 
events and tastings. Initially, 
it was mostly people 35 years 
and above,” says Sharma. All 
we can say is “Slàinte Mhath” 
(good health in Gaelic, pro-
nounced Slanj-a-va). n

—Prachi Joshi

ndia, history and statistics both 
suggest, has loved whisky ever 
since the British introduced us to 
it. Nothing—not our thriving wine 
industry nor the current craft gin 
revolution—has dented its popu-
larity. Be it Scotch, blended whis-
kies, bourbons or Japanese malts, 
Indians are today drinking more 
whisky than ever. Over the past few 
years, Indian single malts have also 
carved a sizeable niche for them-
selves, with brands like Amrut, Paul 
John, Rampur et al holding their 
own against imported whiskies. 
“Indians are drinking better and 
there’s a clear trend towards single 
malts. People are also far more 
aware and educated about brands 
than before,” says sommelier Nikhil 
Agarwal, CEO of All Things Nice 
(allthingsnice.in), a luxury wine 
and spirits consulting agency that 
curates experiential events such as 
whisky-cigar pairings, blind tast-
ings, jazz and whisky evenings. 

All Things Nice is by no means 

the only Indian outfit shoulder-
ing that sometimes heavy mantle 
of awareness. The Dram Club 
(thedramclub.in), too, organises 
masterclasses and whisky pair-
ings. The whisky club recently 
hosted a private tasting of whis-
kies from the Glendronach dis-
tillery for the first time in India. 
Co-founder Swati Sharma says, 
“During our trips abroad, we found 
many whisky groups that were 
friendly and welcoming, but the 
ones in Mumbai were rather close 
and restrictive. Our idea was to 
make whisky fun, inclusive and 

democratic, appreciating the liq-
uid for what it truly is and looking 
beyond the label on the bottle.” In 
an effort to help consumers select 
the best whisky, Dram Club has 
also launched an app. “While most 
whiskies featured on the app have 
been reviewed by us, app users have 
also begun adding their reviews, 
making it an independent space in 
which you can discover whiskies”, 
says co-founder Vinayak Singh. 

In Bengaluru, the decade-
old Single Malt Amateur Club 
(smacindia.com) has been a plat-
form for amateurs, professionals, 
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SWISH & SNIFF Whisky  
tasting events organised by 
(clockwise from left) The Dram 
Club; Single Malt Amateur Club; 
and All Things Nice 

THE EVENTS 
AND TASTINGS 
ORGANISED BY 

INDIA’S WHISKY 
CLUBS ARE BRINGING 

IN A YOUNGER 
CLIENTELE

F& B

Lifting
OurSpirits
Whisky clubs in India are fostering a sense 
of community and awareness among  
both novices and connoisseurs

If you are in Bengaluru, 
wanting to sample a 
curated assortment of 
whiskies from around 
the world, head to 
The Collection at 
Four Seasons Hotel. 
Here you will also find 
sumptuous signature 
cocktails.

BASTIAN, Mumbai

The spacious Bastian in Worli 
has a huge collection of whiskies, 
with something for every bud-
get. Their expert mixologist also 
comes up with fantastic whisky 
cocktails like Appleberry Rocks 
(bourbon, fresh apples, and rasp-
berry puree).

WHISKY SAMBA 
Gurugram

Whisky Samba offers 
‘whisky flights’ or sam-
plers, by region, as well 
as flavour profiles, so 
you can experiment 
with different styles of 
whisky.

SETTING THE BAR HIGH Best whisky bars in India

THE COLLECTION, Bengaluru 

A nuanced and intense 
Indian single malt, 
Paul John’s Mithuna 
has been matured in 
American virgin oak 
casks and finished in 
ex-bourbon casks. 
On the nose, you have 
liquorice, honey and 
vanilla, with flavours of 
orange peel and dark 
cocoa tones. 
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