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Business Lounge 
Renovation 
Over the past year, the School of Business has been planning, 

fundraising, and now executing a rennovation to the business lounge. 

The current lounge has furniture that is over three decades old and is 

not functional for our students. As this semester begins, the lounge 

rennovation nears completion, giving students the rest of the 

semester to begin utilizing the space.    

Aster Labs, KPMG, and Walser have all graciously donated to 

rennovate the lounge into a space that supports students. Their 

donations are directly impacting students by creating areas for 

individual study as well as group work and networking. The new 

furniture will be arranged around electrical outlets, making the room 

conducive to studying. We’ve also used this as an opportunity to 

make the lounge more accessible with ADA-compliant furniture.  
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Exceptional  
Student Interns  
Career is one of the 5 C’s of the School of Business. As we 

create programs that prepare students for their careers, 

we are focused on giving students hands-on experience in 

their fields. All School of Business majors require an 

internship or professional experience, and our students 

have earned an outstanding reputation: Many companies 

specifically approach us for more interns. 

One company that has approached UNW in particular for 

our students is North Star Resource Group, a financial 

planning company. Arin Seeger (Marketing, ’21) interned 

with North Star, receiving high praise from the Director 

of Marketing, Lacey Sand: “Arin was probably tied for our 

top intern of all time. We hire a new intern every 

summer, and Arin exceeded expectations.” Sand added 

that Arin was a fantastic communicator and a proactive 

worker.  

Our students have earned positive feedback from other 

organizations, too: 

 He is a very smart, well-mannered, energetic, 

competitive, strategic thinker... 

 He stepped into a big job and has really impressed us 

by how quickly he’s able to pick up and adapt... 

 She was very flexible and willing to go beyond to get 

the work done. 

 He learns quickly, works very efficiently, [and] takes 

feedback well... 

 Her positive attitude and eagerness to contribute were 

very valuable. She was willing to tackle any project we 

put on her plate... 

 
New Investment 
Practicum  
Another way the School of Business is giving students 

hands-on experience is through our new senior classes for 

Finance majors: Portfolio Research (Fall) and Portfolio 

Management (Spring).  

In Fall semester of their final year, Finance majors research 

different investment options—including stocks, bonds, 

mutual funds, and exchange-traded funds—for a pool of 

capital. Students individually recommend a portfolio, 

presenting their findings to the class and professor with 

information about individual assets and overall portfolio 

statistics like beta and variance.  

Then, based on professor feedback of these individual 

recommendations, students work together to create a group 

portfolio. They present their proposal to the professor 

accompanied by justification for the included assets. As 

students develop the portfolio, they consider factors like 

market conditions, UNW’s risk tolerance, and UNW’s 

values.  

After making any final tweaks, the final portfolio is 

presented to UNW’s Board of Trustees, and the funds are 

invested.  

In the following Spring semester, the students receive 

updates on the fund’s performance. By staying abreast of 

current events and financial indicators, (cont. on next page) 
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students recommend adjustments to the fund, proposing 

trades or changes to the portfolio’s composition. At the end 

of the academic year, profits on the fund are added to the 

Northwestern Scholarship Fund. The next year of students 

starts fresh, proposing a new set of assets for investment.  

These two classes are the culmination of the students’ 

finance education. In addition to drawing on their 

investment class, students use their money and banking, 

economic, accounting, and general finance knowledge to 

make well-informed investment decisions.  

Professor Spotlight: 
Christine Olsen 
In the first of a series on our current faculty, we’d like to 

introduce Christine Olsen. Professor Olsen joined the School 

of Business in January 2018.  

Before coming to UNW, Professor Olsen spent over 11 years 

in public accounting at CliftonLarsonAllen (CLA) in 

Minneapolis. At CLA, she worked as a director, focusing on 

nonprofit organizations and auditing. Her work also 

included overseeing new staff training. Prior to working at 

CLA, she graduated Bethel University with degrees in 

Finance and Accounting and obtained her CPA license.  

At UNW, she teaches a variety of accounting classes. Her 

favorite part of teaching is creating relationships with 

students and seeing the lightbulb moments when students 

learn something new. 

In her spare time, Professor Olsen enjoys reading, quilting, 

and baking. Find her staying cozy in the winter season with 

a cup of tea or gardening in the summer.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

    Written by 

 Jantz Writing 
Services 

 

Helping your company reach its 
 goals with business-minded writing. 

 

   jantzwriting.com 
  jantzwriting@outlook.com 

 

UNW ’21 

“I regularly have the chance to see the Lord’s 
hand at work when [students] invite me into 

their educational, spiritual, and developmental 
journey. It is an honor I don’t take lightly.” 
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