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BreathingRoom
The clients and interior designer agreed to 

create a home that would function as a place 
apart from the animation of daily life, while 

remaining linked to the vibrant city of Austin



Apart from furnishings, calm, serenity, and peacefulness are among the 
intangible elements of design that characterize a new home in Austin. 
Opening page: At the entry, the main wrought-iron staircase establishes 
the tone and aesthetic of the house as a whole; a simple brass sconce, 
white walls, and a minimal—though elegantly articulated—railing 
characterize the space. Above: Sinuous forms, daring geometrical 
lines, and pure comfort define the living room furnishings, which are 
thoughtfully positioned on a rug from Matt Camron. 



Above: Vintage mid-century Modern rosewood 
chairs are set at a custom white oak dining table. 
Throughout the house, interior designer Christina 
Cole designed and added moldings that foster a 
sense of elegance. Left: Uncoated bronze hardware, 
Venetian plaster, veined marble, and a circa-1950 
Gio Ponti mirror keep a powder room serene.
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A grass-cloth rug demarcates a casual family eating area just 
off the kitchen, beyond which are private views of the yard. Cole 
looked through scores of samples before choosing Calacatta 
Viola marble, a grade from Italy noted for its matte finish and 
the ability to patina well with age. Although an abundance of 
natural light streams through the grid of windows, a bubble-
shaped lantern works as mood and task lighting in the evening. 



A parchment bench at the foot of the bed in the master suite 
serves as a practical surface for objects and reading materials. A 
charcoal velvet is used to upholster the headboard; the beddings 
are wool and linen. Opposite: The walls and shower in the master 
bathroom are clad in a Calacatta Monet honed marble. Hardware 
is a combination of bronze and nickel. Given the property’s 
privacy, the bath nook does not need draperies. 



“The interiors 
are purposely 

left not so 
finished, so 
that they can 

evolve over time.” 
—Christina Cole

WITH ALL THE images and messages one is constantly 
bombarded with in modern life, it’s a relief to enter a serene, 
tranquil home that invites the visitor to relax and rest in 
comfort. In Austin, designer Christina Cole, known for her 
quiet, minimal interiors, created a sophisticated scheme 
for new homeowners that offers a welcome escape from the 
cacophony and clutter of the outside world. “Our aesthetic as 
a design firm is very restrained,” Cole emphasizes. 

For their growing family, which includes a middle school-
age daughter and son, plus a Labradoodle, homeowners 
Stefanie and Philip Moore custom-built a five-bedroom house 
in Pemberton Heights, one of the oldest and most charming 
neighborhoods in Austin. Stefanie Moore had admired Cole’s 
work on social media, and the two were soon introduced 
through a friend. “Design and interiors are very much a 
hobby for me, and Christina’s style is spot-on with mine,” 
says Moore, who describes her taste as “clean lines, natural 
materials, less is more.” “The two of us got together; I shared 
my images, and Christina said, ‘Oh my gosh, I’m really busy 
but I’ve got to take you on—we’ll have so much fun together.’ 
A timeless aesthetic with a minimalist approach was our goal, 
and there was nothing she showed me that I didn’t like.” 

Cole brought to the project a unique background combining 
architecture, academia, and interior design. The native Texan 
received a master’s degree in architecture at The Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D. C., and then went on 
to teach architecture, urban design, and history there, as well 
as in Barcelona, Spain, before becoming the school’s Director 
of International Programs in Architecture. At the same time, 
she started her own professional practice, which turned out to 
be greatly influenced by her international travels in Europe. 
“I was inspired by the layers of history and the interesting 
juxtapositions you see in European cities and buildings, and 
how complex and interesting that can feel,” says Cole. “You 
can try to create some of that beauty in something that is new.”

When Cole started working on the Moore home, the 
exterior and floorplan had already been designed and built 
by Austin-based architect Lindsay Hunter. To produce a 
soothing shell, Moore used the same two shades of white 
paint throughout the house—one for the walls, and a lighter, 
less saturated version on the ceilings. “We never do a hard 
white,” she says. “We layer softer shades of white to give it 
more of an old-world feel.” For the walls, Cole designed and 

installed thin, elegant picture moldings that served to imbue 
the new house with a romantic, European mood. 

Within this framework, Cole placed carefully considered 
furnishings. “We create a historical reference with interior 
architecture and then bring together different time periods 
and genres with the furniture to create an interesting 
composition that doesn’t feel predictable,” she says. For 
instance, in the living room, the refined picture moldings and 
a carved marble fireplace are classically traditional; however, 
the mix of furnishings include a curving, contemporary 
Pierre Augustin Rose sofa imported from France, a pair of 
angular mid-century Danish chairs, industrial-style lighting, 
and modern artwork. “Christina does the most beautiful 
job creating these stunning minimal spaces, and she has a 
wonderful attention to detail,” says Moore. As Cole adds, “Mix 
styles and elements, and you discover that they can not only 
work together, but also create something interesting.”

Subtle details whisper throughout the house, starting in 
the front hall. For the staircase, Cole designed a thin custom-
made wrought-iron railing whose balustrades swell ever so 
slightly in the middle. “You might not even notice what you 
like about the railing until you look closely,” says the designer. 
In another understated twist, Cole had the light fixture along 
the staircase recessed so that it appears to be carved out of the 
wall. In the kitchen, Cole honed the countertop of Calacatta 
Viola marble for a chalky matte finish that will patina over 
time. To keep the master bedroom serene and neat, Cole 
selected a wool sateen coverlet for the bed. “We didn’t want 
to over-layer it,” she says. “The coverlet offers an easy way to 
make up the bed for a clean look so you’re able to maintain 
style on a daily basis without much effort.”

Indeed, an air of elegant effortlessness permeates 
the house, though every aspect has been thoughtfully 
examined. “We don’t think of decorating as something that 
is additive. Rather, we think of interiors as the extension of 
the architecture,” says Cole. “We always strive for an easy 
relationship between the two so that when we have our hand 
in both, we can control the dialogue between the interior 
architecture and the furnishings.”  n

“The interior is layered and eclectic enough so that the 
homeowners can go out and buy things that they like 
and easily work them into the composition,” says Cole.
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