
77grouptourmagazine.com

MAKE PULASKI COUNTY A PART OF YOUR MO TOUR!
!e road across Central Missouri is long but beautiful — why not pull over 
in Pulaski County? From tributes to Native American and military history to 
antiques, cheeky fun, and tasty treats, the attractions of Pulaski County are 
perfectly suited for any group outing. But this isn’t just a place to stop and 
refuel — with so many trails to hike, rivers to float, and culture to explore, 
you’re going to want to make this an overnight stay. Let us help you plan your 
group tour today. Get started at visitpulaskicounty.org/groups-reunions.
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Located in the heart of Missouri’s 
Ozark Mountains and bisected by 33 
miles of the original Route 66, Pulaski 
County, Missouri, exempli!es Americana 
and is a popular group destination. 

Midway between St. Louis and Joplin 
on Interstate 44, Pulaski County’s major 
attractions include Route 66 stops, the 
museums of Waynesville, outdoor activ-
ities such as "oat tours, a Trail of Tears 
Memorial and Fort Leonard Wood.   

#e county is also home to more than 
1,700 hotel rooms and over 120 places to 
eat, many of them at I-44’s easy on and 
o$ exits 161 and 163, said Beth Wiles, 
executive director of the Pulaski County 
Tourism Bureau.

“Route 66 is a large draw for mo-
torcoaches traveling a small segment, or 
the entire route,” Wiles said. “One classic 
roadside stop is Uranus, Missouri. It’s a 

sel!e mecca with all kinds of huge dino-
saurs, a giant chicken, a famous fudge 
factory and a huge general store.” 

Waynesville has several attractions, 
including #e Trail of Tears Memorial 
& Interpretive Walking Trail, a 1-mile 
paved path with storyboards depicting 
life of the Cherokee Nation during the 
tragic journey of 1838–39. Adjacent to 
the Roubidoux River, the Trail of Tears 
Park also has a spring and underwater 
limestone cave that lures scuba divers 
from around the world, Wiles said. #e 
Old Stagecoach Stop, built as a hotel 
before the Civil War, and now open to 
the public for tours, is in downtown 
Waynesville, as is the old Pulaski County 
Courthouse. #e courthouse is right on 
Route 66 and has military exhibits and a 
beautiful original courtroom. 

Wiles also works with groups on "oat 

trips in tandem with nine out!tters in 
the county. #e Big Piney and Gasconade 
rivers provide great scenery and long 
relaxing rides, she said. 

Fort Leonard Wood, a thriving Army 
installation in the county, trains nearly 
80,000 military personnel and civilians 
each year and sometimes opens for pub-
lic activities and tours. 

Pulaski County has welcomed tour 
groups from churches, parks and recre-
ation trips, writers’ organizations, cycling 
clubs and more, Wiles said. “We love 
to work with groups on overnights and 
connect them with speakers, restaurants 
and catering,” she said. n

Pulaski County Tourism Bureau
877-858-8687 
visitpulaskicounty.org/
 groups-reunions

Explore the many sides of Pulaski County
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Centrally located in North Carolina, Winston-Salem is easy to get 
to and even easier to navigate. Enjoy touring our vibrant nightlife, 
historical museums, heirloom gardens, a Moravian Culinary Trail, art, 
culture, shopping, and more—all within a walkable city center. And 
with 5,000 hotel rooms—including 1,200 downtown—our city welcomes 
groups of all sizes. Come see why we were voted as one of Forbes’ 
“Top 10 Best Downtowns!”  

DISCOVER

M!avian Culinary Trail

For Details and Group Itineraries, Contact:
Kay@VisitWinstonSalem.com 336.728.4237 

Administrators of the National Muse-
um of the United States Army are excited 
to welcome visitors back a%er a post-pan-
demic re-opening in October 2021.

#e spectacular gleaming muse-
um, designed by famed architecture 
!rm Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, had 
previously opened its doors for the !rst 
time on Veterans Day 2020. Occupying 
185,000 square feet on 84 acres at the 
Fort Belvoir army base in Fairfax County, 
Virginia, the museum is located about 20 
miles south of Washington, D.C. 

“Some of the groups we’ve seen so far 
have been veteran groups, but we are also 
seeing students, church groups and lots 
of active military,” said Pauline Bonilla, 
director of visitor engagement, programs 
and group sales. Bonilla can arrange for 
docent-led tours and so far has hosted 
groups as large as 155 people.   

Visits to the museum most o%en 
last between two and three hours, and 
the facility o$ers motorcoach parking. 

While admission is free, timed entry 
tickets need to be reserved before visits. 
Along with its thousands of documents, 
artifacts and photographs, the museum is 
also adjacent to park-like gardens and a 
parade ground for ceremonies, reunions 
and other events. 

“For me, one of the most spectacular 
exhibits inside is ‘Global War: 1919–
1945,’ which portrays the Army’s role in 
the Allied victory during World War II,” 
Bonilla said. #e exhibit examines the 
European and Paci!c #eaters, technol-
ogy, the Army’s air war and development 
of the atomic bomb. Artifacts include an 
actual M4 Sherman “Cobra King” Tank 
and a Landing Cra%, Vehicle, Personnel 
(LCVP), also known as a “Higgins Boat,” 
crucial to the D-Day landings at Nor-
mandy beach.

Another of Bonilla’s favorite exhibits 
is “Soldier’s Pro!les,” near the entrance. 
A single solider is depicted on each of a 
series of pylons, arranged in formation, 
and each features an etched portrait and 
a personal account from many di$erent 
historical periods.

Other exhibits commemorate the 
Revolutionary and Civil wars, the Cold 
War, the 9/11 attacks, and many other 
topics and eras.

#e dramatic museum building itself 
has a stainless-steel skin that re"ects dif-
ferently, depending on varying weather 
conditions, and is designed to re"ect the 
principles of the United States Army, 
Bonilla said.

Located just 3 miles from George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon estate, the 
museum is also only a half hour’s drive 
from Washington, D.C., and its many 
tour-friendly attractions. n

National Museum of the 
 United States Army
703-217-7946 
armyhistory.org/group-ticketing

National Museum of the United States Army 
honors American soldiers
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