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How the Death of a Bollywood Actor Became
a Political Proxy War

Sushant Singh Rajput's suicide fueled a four-month-long media circus, with internet
mobs and politicians destroying lives and livelihoods in the name of “Justice for

Sushant.”

Michaela Stone Cross
September 28, 2020

On June 15, Bollywood actor Kangana Ranaut made a video. She’d been making
a lot of videos lately — last week she’d compared the killing of two sadhus
(Hindu religious men) to Black Americans getting murdered by police. The 33-
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year-old actor and star of box office hit Queen (2014) is beloved in India, one of

the few actors known for skill rather than just sex appeal. But flops and
controversies had followed Ranaut for the last two years: she was getting the
reputation of someone who was difficult to work with, and her outspoken
tweets against Bollywood and the Left had spurred rumors that she was
pivoting toward a career in politics. 

In this video, Ranaut, forgoing her usual fashionable attire for a shapeless,
muumuu-esque salwar, had chosen to abandon her usual topics — “jihadi
agenda,” “Hinduphobia,” Bollywood’s “selective secularism” — to talk about the
latest news: the suicide of actor Sushant Singh Rajput. And — in the social
media tradition after the death of a celebrity — she’d made it about herself. 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3322420/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
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Actor Kangana Ranaut, 2019. (Bollywood Hungama/Wikimedia)

“Why did they try to put me in jail?” asked Ranaut in the video, referring to a
shady and unspecified Bollywood cabal. “These sycophantic journalists who

https://twitter.com/bombaytimes/status/1272470011794210818
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write blind items on people like Sushant, talking about him being ‘psychotic,’

‘neurotic,’ or an ‘addict’...those same people message me saying, ‘This is a
difficult time for you, don’t take any steps you’ll regret.’ Why do they want to
feed my brain suicidal thoughts?”

It was nothing like the sorrowful statements released by others in the industry.
Ranaut’s video was an angry invective, spoken in rapid Hindi. “Therefore, this
wasn’t suicide,” she concluded. “It was a planned murder. Sushant’s fault was
that he listened to them and believed them. They called him worthless and he
believed it…That is what they want — to write history. And to write that
Sushant was weak of will and mind. Who will write history? We will decide
that.”

The Debate with Arnab Goswami. (Screenshot: Republic World)

Ranaut did not have the power to write history. But she did have the power to
change the news. The media saw that Ranaut’s narrative of murder and
betrayal electrified the public. She cast herself as leader of the people, a
righteous champion of truth. Soon, TV news was fueling a public mania, a
political proxy war and the arrest and humiliation of the woman Rajput loved
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political proxy war, and the arrest and humiliation of the woman Rajput loved.
Misogyny, homophobia, and general bile spilled across the internet. Critics
called it a ‘trial by media.’ But supporters of Ranaut — and there were a lot of
them — called it something else: “Justice for Sushant.”

Sushant Singh Rajput was a star. Or was he? After his death, the media could
never quite make up its mind. On the one hand, he was fabulously wealthy —
he was able to afford a large flat in the swanky neighborhood of Bandra in
Mumbai and travel to Europe with his beautiful partner, TV and film actor
Rhea Chakraborty. He’d worked with the top directors, gotten “hero” roles in
action, romance, and comedy. And yet he was still labeled by many —
including himself — as an “outsider,” separate from Bollywood’s incestuous
inner clique. 

Maybe it was because he was from Bihar, a state known for producing
Mumbai’s rickshaw drivers, not its movie stars. Or maybe it was his name,
‘Rajput’: he wasn’t a third-generation Kapoor, Chopra, or Akhtar; a second-
generation Bhatt; or even a first-generation Khan. His name harkened not to
his family but his caste: the famed Rajputs, or warriors, and — falsely — anti-
Muslim kings. His start in television had made him a hero of the janta, the
people — many Indians had gotten to know him as the lead of an Ekta Kapoor
serial, Pavitra Rishta. TV, unlike film, is mostly the domain of the working
class. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-53932725
https://squarefeatindia.com/sushant-shifted-in-bandra-flat-six-months-ago/
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Sushant Singh Rajput and Rhea Chakraborty. (@rhea_chakraborthy/Instagram)

He was different than the others. While many Bollywood actors let public
relations (PR) teams handle their social media accounts, Rajput tweeted about

h i d t t t hi d d U lik th th t h l

https://www.filmcompanion.in/interviews/bollywood-interview/sushant-singh-rajput-explains-his-tweets/
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physics and wrote poetry to his dead mom. Unlike the other stars, who only

followed each other, when a chaiwallah followed him on Twitter, he’d follow
him back. His philanthropy seemed genuine: you could see the delight in his
eyes when he talked about sending talented kids to NASA, giving them a
chance to become astronauts. He wasn’t just a pretty boy: when he had taken
India’s infamous national exam for engineering, he’d gotten the seventh-
highest score in India. And then he’d done what so many Indian boys wanted
to do: dropped out of engineering school to become a movie star. 

His film career was successful — his movies made money, and usually received
positive reviews. Chhichhore (2019) — produced by a top studio and featuring a
star cast — was a smash hit. But rumor had it that despite signing with
megastudio Yash Raj Films — which celebrates its 50th anniversary this year —
the actor was being sidelined, with

the best roles going to favorites like Ranveer Singh. Most agreed Rajput hadn’t
gotten the recognition he’d deserved in the industry. And what reviewers
consider his best performance went unnoticed by the public: Sonchiriya (2019)
was a box office disaster. 

There was a feeling that he was too genuine, too good for the industry. And
that feeling might have been true.

“It is a very lonely place. And the most selfish I have seen,” wrote film journalist
Shekhar Gupta in The Print. “Mind you, I've made my living over four decades
covering Indian politics.”

“When you’re successful as an outsider, you’re discussed. But in a very hushed
tone, that’s about it,” Rajput had told film critic Anupama Chopra in 2016. “But
when you are an insider and you succeed, it’s multiplied by 10, and if you lose,
it’s divided by 10.”

Bollywood actors, directors, and even film reviewers (like Chopra) are a
nepotistic tangle of family dynasties. There is a reason the young “struggler” in

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/did-you-know-sushant-singh-rajput-was-aiming-to-become-an-astronaut-one-day/articleshow/76379256.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/photo-features/engineers-turned-actors-who-made-it-big-in-bollywood/Sushant-Singh-Rajput/photostory/53073777.cms
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9052870/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.huffingtonpost.in/entry/sushant-singh-rajput-interview_in_5d8ef27ae4b0ac3cdda8ffbb
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Om Shanti Om (2007) has to die and reincarnate into the Kapoor family to

become a star. When Rajput’s death was announced on June 14, the slowly
building resentment against snooty elites exploded: people started sharing
videos of nauseating moments of Bollywood clique-ism, which went viral,
many of them involving the producer Karan Johar. Johar, s

on of a movie mogul and famous for packing his movies with “star kids,” is seen
as typical of the “intolerant to outsiders” attitude, despite audiences paying lots
of money to watch his often formulaic films. One circulating clip was Ranaut’s
interview on Johar’s talk show Koffee with Karan. Johar asks her: who in
Bollywood has given her the most “unnecessary attitude”? And Ranaut, a
former outsider who’d once been mocked for her bad English, flawlessly
skewers him:

Director Karan Johar. (Wikimedia)

“I think you, Karan… You’re the flagbearer of nepotism,” she says, without the

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1024943/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ns6WHsPtAXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnjxn_jW91M&t=29s
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hint of a smile. Her co-guest Saif Ali Khan (also the son of Bollywood actor

Sharmila Tagore) just says “Wow.”

Kangana Ranaut and Saif Ali Khan on an episode of Koffee With Karan. (Hotstar.com)

While alive, Rajput had been living proof that you could “make it,” even as an
outsider. His death, to many, proved the opposite. It proved that success could
get you killed.

On the rainy monsoon morning of Sunday, June 14, flatmate Siddharth Pithani
knocked on Rajput’s door. The last few days had been rough for Rajput — his
name was attached to the death of his substitute manager Disha Salian, who’d
fallen off a balcony while drunk five days before. He’d met Salian only once, but
he was worried the press would overhype their connection. And six days earlier,
he’d had a fight with his partner, Rhea Chakraborty, who’d left to stay with
family. Chakraborty had been living with Rajput for months, and, according to
friends, had even given up roles in two movies for him. Before leaving,

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/panache/actor-sushant-singh-rajput-passes-away-early-reports-suggest-suicide/articleshow/76368805.cms
https://www.huffingtonpost.in/entry/rhea-chakraborty-sushant-singh-rajput_in_5f4401cdc5b6c00d03b27067
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Chakraborty asked Pithani to “take care of Sushant.” She’d then packed her
bags, hugged Rajput, and left. 

For a couple of days after Chakraborty left, Rajput’s sister Meetu stayed over.
But on June 12, she’d left to take care of her children. The night of the 13th,
Rajput had gone to sleep without eating, instead swallowing a handful of
prescription medications with a glass of mango juice. When the cook informed
his roommates that Rajput wasn’t responding to calls, his flatmates knocked
on his door before calling a locksmith. Handing the locksmith ₹2,000, they sent
him away without opening the door in front of him. They fo

und Rajput in his room, hanging from the ceiling fan, a green kirtan cloth
wrapped around his neck.

Or did they? After all, this was just a statement the Mumbai police had
collected. As details trickled in over the next few months, fans turned into
“SSRians”— forensics experts and psychologists on the case. Something, they
argued, was fishy: “kuch daal mein kaala hai.” After all, where was the CCTV
footage? And if he’d hung himself, where was the stool? Diagrams were drawn
of Rajput’s bedroom, reenactments of his death were filmed. When videos of
the official forensics investigation leaked, people discussed how flimsy the
green cloth looked — how could it support Rajput’s 170-pound, 5’ 10”-frame?
And when the autopsy photos hit the internet, people pointed to “unusual”
marks — if you just looked closer, they swore you could see the finger marks on
his throat. And just who was Rhea Chakraborty, anyway? One of those tez
Bengali girls.

https://www.reddit.com/r/IndiaSpeaks/comments/i1p9vm/what_really_happened_with_sushant_singh_rajput/
https://theprint.in/opinion/pov/if-your-bengali-girlfriend-knew-black-magic-she-would-erase-misogyny-not-waste-it-on-you/473079/
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Illustration: Imaan Sheikh

“This is heartbreaking,” tweeted Johar, the day Rajput’s death was announced. “I
have such strong memories of the times we have shared...I can’t believe
this...Rest in peace my friend...when the shock subsides only the best memories
will remain....” 

“Your number is also coming next after Rhea,” tweeted someone in response.
“You all have to pay for what you did.”

Especially suspicious — more than the two ambulances (why two?), more than
going to the state hospital instead of the closer Lilavati Hospital, more than
even that Bengali “witch” — were the claims from industry insiders that Rajput
had been having mental health issues for some time. 

“This guy was ahead of his time....just listen to his words....he always thought
beyond...about future....he can't commit suicide....he was murdered,” reads one
typical YouTube comment implying that Rajput committed suicide was a

https://twitter.com/karanjohar
https://twitter.com/octune8/status/1294132351253938176
https://www.filmcompanion.in/features/bollywood-features/sushant-singh-rajput-deserves-our-quiet/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSSpvQ1t-YQ&t=1334s&ab_channel=FilmCompanion
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typical YouTube comment — implying that Rajput committed suicide was a

grave insult, especially in a country where those who commit suicide are so
maligned. 

In India, families often cover up suicides, even from other family members.
Fans agreed with Ranaut — that Rajput wasn’t kamzor, weak. He was too
handsome, too good looking, too intelligent for suicide. And all these Bollywood
bigwigs and journalists writing op-eds about mental health awareness,
therefore, must be in on the cover-up. The Mumbai police’s announcement
confirming “no foul play” was lost in a sea of speculation, parroted by fake
journalists, fake Twitter accounts, sometimes even fake Rajputs. Instead, a
much darker, much more sinister story was written: the “Mumbai mafia,” with
Johar cast as the mastermind, and Chakraborty as the femme fatale. Viewers
might have noticed that unlike most “mafias,” this mafia was composed mostly
of women and reputedly gay men (actor Alia Bhatt, Johar, and director Sanjay
Leela Bhansali).

A video was released of Chakraborty and her family visiting Rajput’s body,
dressed all in white. 

“The way Rhea was walking says she was not at all grieved by his death,” said
one comment. 

“Time to stop Thackeray, corrupt Mumbai police officer…Bollywood mafia…”
wrote another. “#Justice for SSR.”

And that was when the Bharatiya Janata Party saw its chance. 

Chaos was swirling — bots were tweeting like people, people were tweeting like
bots. The media — hollowed out by decreasing press freedom and more fake
news — was releasing any information it could get its hands on, real or fake.
Rajput’s face, eyes rolling, lacerations vivid, could be seen on screens all across
India, and three fans killed themselves in his name. The tamasha was a perfect
cover for anyone with a score to settle, be it a bitter Bollywood actress, or a

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSSpvQ1t-YQ&t=1334s&ab_channel=FilmCompanion
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/sushant-singh-rajput-death-case-mumbai-police-rules-out-chances-of-foul-play-after-getting-viscera-report/articleshow/77199479.cms
https://www.thequint.com/news/webqoof/fake-twitter-handles-of-sushant-singhs-sister-and-father-emerge
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/politics/uddhav-under-pressure-from-cong-funded-bwood-mafia-bihar-dy-cm-ove.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdVfW8XmnVc&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdVfW8XmnVc&ab_channel=ShudhManoranjan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdVfW8XmnVc&ab_channel=ShudhManoranjan
https://www.thejuggernaut.com/fake-news-real-blood
https://thelogicalindian.com/news/sushant-singh-rajput-meerut-fan-suicide-hangs-herself-21829
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politician out of power. 

Last year, the right-wing BJP had been jilted at the aisle — their ex-ally, the
Shiv Sena party, had run off to form a coalition government with the
opposition in Maharashtra, leaving the BJP in the lurch. The two parties had
been at each other’s throats ever since, pouncing on every opportunity to
discredit the other. Rajput’s death was a perfect opportunity for the central
government to discredit Mumbai’s state government. Especially since Mumbai’s
Maratha police force was being questioned, and the Shiv Sena’s leader was
rumored to be buddies with Johar. 

When Rajput’s father, on July 28 in Patna, Bihar, filed a claim against
Chakraborty and some of her family members for abetment of suicide, asking
the Bihari police to step in, the public went wild, demanding an “unbiased”
investigation. The BJP was happy to step in, knowing that they could capitalize
on Rajput’s death in not just Maharashtra, but also Bihar. The Bihari assembly
elections were coming up in October, and the death of a Bihar-ka-beta was
political gold. 

The Mumbai police, along with Chakraborty, contested the complaint, arguing
that Rajput’s death was within their jurisdiction, not that of the Bihari police.
The Supreme Court ruled, unsurprisingly, in the BJP’s favor, handing over the
case not to its Bihar allies but to its own Central Bureau of Investigation. The
move was seen as proof that the Mumbai investigation — and its government
— was incompetent and corrupt.   

The news channels, quick to recognize public antipathy towards Chakraborty,
released a series of videos and stories maligning her throughout June and July.
One was a clip of Chakraborty joking that she could “control” Rajput (though it
looked more like the actress saying filmi lines for fun). Another was of an
unidentified man claiming to be a hospital worker, saying that the state of
Rajput’s body showed it was clearly a murder, and that he’d heard Chakraborty
begging her dead lover’s forgiveness.

Rajput’s sister retweeted the clip of the “hospital worker”  on August 28. “My

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/maharashtra-political-crisis-timeline/articleshow/72208164.cms
https://mumbaimirror.indiatimes.com/entertainment/bollywood/kangana-ranaut-come-uddhav-thackeray-and-karan-johar-gang-whether-i-live-or-die-i-will-expose-you-regardless/articleshow/78020960.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/sushant-singh-rajputs-father-files-fir-against-the-late-actors-girlfriend-rhea-chakraborty-for-abetment-of-suicide/articleshow/77221835.cms
https://theprint.in/opinion/sushant-rajput-death-is-bjps-chance-to-finish-brand-aaditya-thackeray-after-rahul-gandhi/483873/
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/sushant-singh-rajput-case-supreme-court-orders-cbi-probe-2281736
https://www.thejuggernaut.com/india-supreme-court-last-recourse
http://v/
https://www.republicworld.com/entertainment-news/others/5-massive-expenses-sushant-singh-rajput-bore-for-rhea-chakraborty-befo.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYgtgq2wNzU&t=64s
https://www.opindia.com/2020/08/sushant-singh-rajput-staff-says-murder-leg-fractured-needle-marks-on-neck/
https://www.opindia.com/2020/08/sushant-singh-rajput-staff-says-murder-leg-fractured-needle-marks-on-neck/
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God!!! Listening to this news breaks my heart a million times…what all they

did to my brother. Please, please arrest them!! #ArrestCulpritsOfSSR.”

The Shiv Sena did not go much out of its way to defend Chakraborty. They
were busy having an online fight with BJP’s unofficial champion, Ranaut — the
press called it “Kangana vs. Maharashtra.” The Shiv Sena printed out posters of
Ranaut with the word “urinal” written over her face in Marathi, and
demolished her office on September 11. Ranaut responded by claiming that
Mumbai was like “Pakistan-occupied Kashmir” (not the first time she’d used
this line) and compared her office’s destruction to the destruction of the “Ram
Mandir” by Mughal armies, referring to the religiously charged land dispute in
Ayodhya. 

“Sushant dated many women before Rhea… and suddenly last year he gives his
every thing to Rhea?” tweeted Ranaut, referring to a false rumor Rajput’s father
had started that Chakraborty had stolen $15 million. “Why? Because of kala
jadoo [black magic]? #ShameOnMumbaiPolice.” She shared another tweet:
“B!tch #RheaChakraborty $ her family should be hanged till de@th.”

Amid the turmoil, Rajput’s therapist decided to step into the ring. On August 1,
Susan Walker broke doctor-patient confidentiality, verifying that Rajput had
been suffering from suicidal ideation and bipolar disorder. She also claimed
that Chakraborty had been enormously supportive, convincing Rajput to come
to therapy and helping him throughout the ordeal. In June, Chakraborty had
reached out to say that Rajput had stopped taking his medication and that his
mental health was deteriorating. 

“From the first time I met the couple in November, I was impressed by the
degree of concern, love, and support [Rhea] showed,” said Walker. She also
stated that Rajput wanted to keep his depression secret, worrying it would
hamper his career. 

The response? Rajput’s family filed a complaint against Walker for professional
misconduct. Rajput’s sister tweeted #RheaArrestNow

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/kangana-ranaut-has-no-right-to-live-in-mumbai-if-she-feels-unsafe-maharashtra-minister-amid-row-over-her-remarks-2290453
https://theprint.in/india/14-reasons-why-bmc-has-taken-a-bulldozer-to-kangana-ranauts-office-in-mumbai/498964/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/bollywood/kangana-ranaut-compares-mumbai-to-pakistan-shares-pics-of-bmc-demolishing-her-property-death-of-democracy/story-lqsKg7UhMrIZzS7oZ3otYK.html
https://www.thejuggernaut.com/times-square-ram-billboards
https://twitter.com/KanganaTeam/status/1288845210005340160
https://www.indiatoday.in/movies/celebrities/story/sushant-singh-rajput-rhea-and-the-missing-rs-15-crore-all-you-need-to-know-about-vashu-bhagnani-s-film-1716124-2020-08-28#:~:text=KK%20Singh%20claimed%20that%20Rhea,her%20with%20abetment%20of%20suicide.&text=SSR's%20accountant%20maintains%20that%20he,money%20in%20his%20bank%20account.
https://twitter.com/BDUTT/status/1289601639448317954?s=20
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https://www.hindustantimes.com/bollywood/sushant-singh-rajput-s-father-files-complaint-against-susan-walker-for-professional-misconduct/story-AeOBo9SHA9gqEJ1ciXFbQN.html
https://twitter.com/shwetasinghkirt/status/1299551034512084993
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Arnab Goswami is not a journalist. Founder of Republic TV, Goswami is an
entertainer first and foremost, running a team of “hitmen,” whose job is to
destroy reputations left and right (though mostly those of the Left). Despite his
Oxford education and Brahmin heritage, Goswami has managed to craft the
image of a populist leader, one who holds everyone accountable, especially
those at the top (“The nation wants to know!”). In reality, Goswami doesn’t
punch up but down, pushing already popular BJP agendas and finding “proof” of
unfounded yet widely-held beliefs. Goswami was happy to leap on the ball
Ranaut had started rolling — she was always welcome on his show. 

Republic TV and its audience were convinced Chakraborty was guilty. The only
question was, of what? Every day, Goswami and his many guests made “Justice
for Sushant” and “Arrest Rhea” synonymous, suggesting hashtags with every
new angle. First, it was ‘nepotism,’ then it was ‘money laundering,’ then it was a
(sometimes “Congress [party]-funded” ) ‘mafia.’ Finally, the Central Bureau of
Investigation, after interrogating Chakraborty three times and finding no
validity to the claims lodged by Rajput’s father, realized it had to get creative.
And so they called in the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB).

“Breaking news,” tweeted Ranaut on August 31, in Hindi. “Rhea Chakraborty
took drugs and forced Sushant to take drugs too.”

Finally. The public had been waiting for a crime and the central government
had found one for them, though “drug trafficking” is an odd choice of
description for buying a joint. WhatsApp chats implied that Chakraborty had
gotten small amounts of marijuana for herself and Rajput, but according to
Republic TV what they’d discovered was a “Mumbai Drug Cartel,” an intricate
web of trafficking with Chakraborty and her brother at the center. 

It would have been funny if it hadn’t been so serious. After all, finding weed in
Bollywood is like finding oxygen in the air. But on September 9, Mumbai police
arrested Chakraborty. A Republic TV journalist resigned in protest, claiming
that her company had told her to ignore that “sources close to both families

https://twitter.com/shwetasinghkirt/status/1299551034512084993
https://www.newslaundry.com/2020/09/07/its-not-a-newsroom-its-a-durbar-inside-the-republic-of-arnab-goswami
https://twitter.com/KangnaOfficial/status/1300468085283979266
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQYoeLdXL5c&t=31s
https://www.shethepeople.tv/news/journalist-who-quit-republic-tv-says-its-running-an-aggressive-agenda-against-rhea/
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agreed that Sushant was suffering from depression.” But the damage had been
done.

Soon, the NCB began summoning other actresses, including superstar Deepika
Padukone; star kids Sara Ali Khan and Shraddha Kapoor; and Bollywood
newcomer Rakul Preet Singh. It wasn’t lost on certain spectators that Padukone
was the only A-lister to come out and join the anti-government Citizenship
Amendment Act protests (her husband, meanwhile, had been pictured sharing
a “jaadu ki jhappi” with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and had not been called
in), or that Khan was a young Muslim actor from a liberal family, who has
stated she might go into politics. 

Bollywood, usually reticent, remained silent. They’d watched how little it took
to provoke Ranaut and her mob of adoring fans — no one wanted to be
Republic TV or the BJP’s next mark. Director Anurag Kashyap, an outspoken
critic against the government and advocate of Chakraborty, suddenly faced
sexual assault allegations. Some believe this was a result of contesting Ranaut’s
story, and the story of Republic TV. A little known actor named Payal Ghosh
denied having a political agenda, yet made her allegation in a tweet to Modi,
claiming that mainstream media was silencing her.

https://thewire.in/politics/deepika-padukones-jnu-protests
https://www.dnaindia.com/bollywood/report-ranveer-singh-s-jaadoo-ki-jhappi-to-pm-narendra-modi-is-the-best-thing-to-come-out-of-the-b-town-meeting-2706937
https://www.hindustantimes.com/tv/you-might-be-killed-if-you-criticise-the-government-in-india-says-saif-ali-khan-on-sacred-games-controversy/story-Sd3vQXVq5XMaOzC8LtmJCO.html
https://www.news18.com/news/movies/after-bollywood-sara-ali-khan-has-her-eyes-set-on-politics-in-the-future-2101171.html
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/g5p7zb/sexual-assault-allegations-against-indian-filmmaker-anurag-kashyap-may-turn-metoo-into-ideological-conflict
https://variety.com/2020/film/asia/anurag-kashyap-harassment-allegation-1234777192/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/entertainment/anurag-kashyap-case-payal-ghosh-on-political-affiliation-thanks-kangana/video-FLDqKoZQyhX5d4gFm4gbbP.html#:~:text=Actor%20Payal%20Ghosh%2C%20who%20has,gone%20to%20visit%20the%20filmmaker.
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Actor Payal Ghosh. (Bollywood Hungama/Wikimedia)

“I have given an interview regarding the entire episode on Mr. Kashyap to a
renowned portal and the next thing I get to know is that they are seeking
permission from Mr. Kashyap himself,” she said. “India, if I am found hanging
from the ceiling, remember this. I didn’t commit suicide.”

Kashyap contested the claims, with many actresses — including ex-wife and
actor in several of his films Kalki Koechlin and one Ghosh had claimed
Kashyap had coerced — sprang to his defense. But the message was clear:
anyone who got involved would soon wind up on TV. They didn’t bother calling
Ranaut out when she switched tactics, acting like she’d never disputed the
suicide story in the first place, and decided to be a champion against drugs
instead.

“It started with ‘nepotism,’ then it went to ‘money laundering,' then ‘mafia’
now it’s ‘drugs,’” said Huffington Post entertainment editor Ankur Pathak. “The
goalposts are constantly shifting, and the Indian public is getting entertained
from it. It’s a reality show. I think justice for Sushant is the last thing on
anybody’s mind.”

I took a break from following the story to watch Sonchiriya, the movie known
to be Rajput’s greatest performance, though a box office flop. Rajput plays a
bandit weighed down by guilt, going on a slow death march across the ravines
of Rajasthan to save a little girl named Sonchiriya (“golden bird”). Haunted by
his past, looking to relieve himself from sin, Rajput walks through desert
valleys that resemble the ridges of the human brain, meeting characters along
the way who are neither heroes nor villains, just people with a handful of bad
choices who had to pick the best one.  

https://twitter.com/iampayalghosh/status/1308847071101935617
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/anurag-kashyaps-ex-wife-kalki-koechlin-defends-him-against-sexual-assault-accusations-you-have-supported-me-when-i-felt-unsafe-in-a-work-environment/articleshow/78230004.cms#:~:text=the%20conversation%20civil.-,Anurag%20Kashyap's%20ex%2Dwife%20Kalki%20Koechlin%20defends%20him%20against%20sexual,unsafe%20in%20a%20work%20environment&text=As%20Anurag%20Kashyap%20faced%20sexual,a%20note%20in%20his%20defense.
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A poster of Sushant Singh Rajpur-starrer, "Sonchiriya." (RSVP Movies)

“It was one of those independent movies about a dark subject, no popular songs
or anything,” said Pathak. “About a bunch of dakus having an existential crisis
and thinking about philosophy, karma [and] what the burden of a crime really
means. It went into all those really intense subjects, which clearly didn’t work
with the broader, bigger audiences. So it flopped, it flopped quite badly.”

Audiences prefer Johar’s skimpily clad “star kids” and formulaic scripts. They
like heroes and heroines, and the masterminds and vindictive bitches who try
to bring them down. Heroes in Bollywood always win, and even when they
don’t, they die trying, they don’t succumb to inner demons or their own flaws. 

The story of Rajput’s death reads like a bad script Rajput would have rejected,
but would have made its producers crores. No doubt this story isn’t over, just
like there was never a doubt there’d be a third Student of the Year. Meanwhile,
Chakraborty is condemned to her pigeonhole — not to mention her jail cell —
while the rest of us continue to watch the new hit reality show, “Justice for
Sushant.” 

After all, how could a quiet tale about the stigmatization of mental illness
compete at the box office against a psychological crime thriller, with a star cast
and a twist on every page? The truth was too boring. It didn’t stand a chance.

Michaela Stone Cross is a staff writer at The Juggernaut.

What did you think of this story? Click a mango to give us feedback.
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