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India’s Strange Relationship With Hitler
For decades, Mein Kampf has remained a bestseller in India. But that doesn’t necessarily

mean what you think.

Michaela Stone Cross
July 30, 2019

Hitler Nadar says his father named him after a "great king." (Michaela Stone Cross)

One day, Vasand Pandarin was selling books on the street when a foreigner, a
man from Germany approached him He saw one volume and then asked for
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man from Germany, approached him. He saw one volume, and then asked for
all additional copies. Then, right on the sidewalk, he tore the books to shreds. 

“He was very angry,” said Pandarin, as he sits on the sidewalk, playing a game
on his mobile phone. “The book’s about a leader, an interesting person, but
they hate him in his own country.”

The book was Mein Kampf.

Pandarin estimates that he has sold around a thousand copies of the book over
the years, to people young and old. In Mumbai this isn’t surprising: all over
India, you can see prominently displayed copies of Adolf Hitler’s autobiography.
One Delhi bookstore owner has even reported selling 10,000 copies in six
months, and considers it a bestseller.

“Europeans would get very upset about this,” said another bookseller, Virat
Chandok. “Because they’ll place Gandhi and Mein Kampf in the autobiography
section. I remember one Frenchman was very upset.” 

“Most people like Hitler,” said Hitler Nadar, another sidewalk book vendor. “I
don’t know why.” Nadar is the son of a vegetable vendor, whose father named
him after “a very great king.” “It is a very bad thing,” he said, soberly. But when I
ask him about Mein Kampf, he had a different view. 

“I liked it,” he said. “Not many people get to do something for their nation. He
was a person who could do that.”

To Westerners, it seems bizarre: Hitler in India is often viewed as a patriot first,
a monster second — emblematic of the vigorous but over-zealous nation-
builder.

“Psychopath?” said one young man, responding to my casual comment. “I think
of Hitler more as a mad patriot. What he did, he did for his people.”

Admirers of Hitler in India don’t tend to be anti-Semites — they overlook the
Jews altogether, focusing on domestic traumas faced during World War II such

https://www.mic.com/articles/120411/how-hitler-s-mein-kampf-became-a-bestseller-in-india
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as the great famine in Bengal. The Holocaust isn’t taught widely in school. The

Hindi Holocaust Wikipedia page has only 900 words, and contains no images.
Hitler’s, in contrast, is five times the length, a hagiographic summary of Mein
Kampf.

Mein Kampf is displayed next to a biography of Bollywood actor Sanjay Dutt. (Michaela Stone Cross)

But the context is important. India was brought into World War II as an
occupied country, with thousands of troops dying to defend the very nation by
which they were oppressed. Just as the Allies turned a blind eye to Stalin’s
gulags, many Indians believed Germany was a natural ally against the British.
One man, Subhash Chandra Bose, chose to break with Congress after
differences with Mahatma Gandhi, and allied with the Nazis, who showed the
Indian independence movement unexpected sympathy — likely because they
were fighting the British. To this day, Bose is still called “Netaji,” “respected
leader,” and his words are a national motto: “Jai Hind.”

https://hi.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A4%AF%E0%A4%B9%E0%A5%82%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%80_%E0%A4%A8%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%B9%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0
https://hi.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A4%8F%E0%A4%A1%E0%A5%8B%E0%A4%B2%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AB%E0%A4%BC_%E0%A4%B9%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%9F%E0%A4%B2%E0%A4%B0


1/20/22, 12:40 PM India’s Strange Relationship With Hitler | The Juggernaut

https://www.thejuggernaut.com/india-strange-relationship-hitler 4/10

“[Bose] had balls,” said Rejil Chandra, 33, referring to an incident where Bose
confronted Hitler about his views on the Jews. “He’s my role model.” When
people think of Hitler, they think of Bose. Many agree with Bose that violent
methods were necessary to free India from the Brits. They look with pride at
his reception with Hitler — one strong man meeting another — and several
Tupac-style conspiracy myths still exist about Bose’s death, with speculation
that he never died at all, or even that he was killed by his rival, Gandhi.

Bose’s autobiography sits on Chandra’s bookshelf, along with Gandhi’s My
Experiments With Truth — “I thought it was too boastful,” said Chandra — and
Mein Kampf. 

“I bought [Mein Kampf] after hearing a story about Hitler,” said Chandra. “His
general came to him and said, ‘You’re in trouble, we’re surrounded — they can
attack from all sides.’ And he replied, ‘No, they are in trouble — I can attack
from every side.’ It’s a very interesting attitude.”

Chandra speaks of Hitler almost like many Western leftists speak of Che
Guevara: a sexy revolutionary whose words are remembered far more than his
actions. Glancing through a copy of Mein Kampf, I realize that Jews aren’t
mentioned for about 60 pages — Chandra admits he only read three. Yet, even
out of context, Mein Kampf is a tale of self-actualization, dripping with
mawkish nationalism and puerile self-righteousness. 

“Inspiring Story!” reads one Amazon India review. 

Look up Mein Kampf on Amazon India and you’ll see several other suggestions:
biographies of Abraham Lincoln, Gandhi, Alexander the Great. I ask one young
man, a fruit seller, who he believes are the best people of all time: “Mahatma
Gandhi, Subhash Chandra Bose, Bhagat Singh, Vivekanand,” he responded,
while stacking pomegranates. All these individuals were patriots, who showed
their patriotism in ways as various as introducing yoga to the West, to blowing
up government buildings.  
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“Don’t judge anyone without listening to both sides,” reads another Amazon
review. “This is a must-read!”

“He went too out of line, but he did make Germany stand on her feet.”

The sentiment I hear more than any other isn’t enthusiasm for Hitler: it’s
what one friend describes as “offensive neutrality.” 

“He was not a human. What he did was cruel,” said Shraddha Goswami, age 39.
“But necessary. But wrong.”

Views on Gandhi have a similar theme of unnatural evenhandedness. Gandhi
is both seen as the person who betrayed the nation by splitting the country
apart and the person who created modern India. 

“Every person has some good qualities and some bad qualities,” said Gaurav
Singh, a 29-year-old diamond designer. “I think he did play a role in the
separation of India. So I think that is not a good thing for the country’s
perspective. But you can’t just highlight that one wrong decision. He has done
many good things.”

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/gandhi-opposed-partition/article25570495.ece
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Mein Kampf is often displayed in the biography section. (Michaela Stone Cross)

Chandra, who read Nathuram Godse’s Why I Killed Gandhi, summarizes it thus:
“[Godse] has clearly said that I killed Gandhi not because of any hatred, but
because [Gandhi] stood against Hindus while violence was happening in the
Punjab. So, from his point of view, what he has done is right.”

When I walked around Mumbai with my translator and asked Mumbaikars
who they thought was the evilest person of all time, many said, “No one.” Koi
nahin.

“No one is a bad person, people just do bad things because of circumstances,” I
heard over and over again. One man, a cigarette seller, repeated this, and my
translator and I asked him if he knew about Hitler.

“I’ve heard the name but I don’t know much about him,” he said, when we ask
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what he thinks of Hitler. “But he is a good person, because no one is bad.”

“Now that I think about it,” reflected aloud Ilashree Goswami, my translator.
“Even in school we were not taught ‘this person was bad.’ Even Winston
Churchill, it made him out to be a great guy.” Most people, in my experience,
even give a weirdly balanced view of the British: “they gave us English,” “they
gave us the trains.” 

A few people, when pressed, could only think of Raavan, the mythological
villain of the Ramayan. But there are some who even defend Raavan’s actions.

“The only evil characters are mythological ones,” said Chandra, when asked the
same. 

Even in the Mahabharat, the great Indian epic, there are no absolute villains.
When someone acts wrongly, there is often a detailed, multi-generational
explanation for why. I ask two writer friends the best Hindi word for ‘evil,’ and
the discussion flows to the Bhagavad Gita, part of the Mahabharat, as Krishna
persuades Arjun, a warrior, to begin the battle that will wipe out both his
family as well as much of the human race.

“The Bhagwad Gita for Nazism,” reads one Amazon review of Mein Kampf. 

Is it anti-absolutism? If so, it’s a dangerous game that can easily lead to
Holocaust-denialism, revisionist history, and warping minorities into
foreigners encroaching on ‘the motherland.’ History is less fact than a myth we
tell ourselves to navigate our times, and what myth is India spinning for
herself out of Mein Kampf’s pages?

Or, is it apathy, a lack of understanding for a demographic that India doesn’t
often see or relate with? Though India has had a long history of Jewish settlers,
this history doesn’t seem to arouse empathy while reading Mein Kampf. 

The fact remains that suppressing the book in many countries have failed to
stifle fascist sympathies. Try as we might, we can’t tear up all copies of Mein

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_India
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35209185
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Kampf. 

Michaela Stone Cross currently lives in Mumbai, where she spends most of her
time trying to explain why she’s there. She’s written for several publications,
including VICE.

What did you think of this story? Click a mango to give us feedback.
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Meghna Rao

The Juggernaut tells
untold, smart South Asian
stories and news you
won't find anywhere else.

The Weekly

It’s like your other email briefings. But
Browner. Join thousands and get the best
newsletter that curates the global news on
South Asia(ns) every Sunday.

CATEGORIES

Email

https://www.thejuggernaut.com/modi-hindu-bubble
https://www.thejuggernaut.com/author/meghna-rao

