
January/February 2022 S E AT T LE ’S  CH ILD   13   

 

„More shopping local on seattleschild.com

»Shop
L i v e l y  +  l o c a l l y  m a d e

Are you on board?

Gaming together 
as a family can help 
strengthen bonds as 

well as help kids practice taking 
turns. They learn the art of 
friendly competition and how to 

win and lose gracefully. These 
Seattle spots offer in-store 
pickup of games, but if you’re 
looking to venture out, they offer 
several activities and amuse-
ments on the premises, too. 

Blue Highway Games
Located in Queen Anne, Blue 

Highway Games encourages every-
one to “unplug and reconnect.” The 
shop carries board and card games 
from around the world, specializing 
in those that appeal to kids, families 
and enthusiasts. 

Ths shop’s extensive library 
contains hundreds of games — from 
puzzles and cards to chess and 
checkers. Guests can play at any 
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Things we love

Quiet 
time

In this charming 
book, I Am Quiet: 
 A Story for the 

Introvert in All of Us, 
debut author Andie 

Powers explores 
the rich inner life of 
Emile. Despite often 
being seen by others 
as shy and timid, this 
boy has many imag-
inative adventures. 
The book offers a 
peek into a quiet 

child’s mind — and 
this kid is thinking 
big, bold thoughts.

Ages 3 to 7;  
illustrated by Betsy 
Petersen. Available 

for preorder at  
3penguinrandom 

house.com
— Jillian O’Connor  

Here’s 
the scoop

The card game  
Stack the Scoops 
was created by 

Seattle’s Child writer 
Astrid Vinje and 
her family during 

the pandemic. You 
score points as you 
match bases (Cake 
cone? Waffle cone? 

My favorite place to shop with my kiddo is  
Twice Sold Tales on Capitol Hill. The cats  
(yes, cats!), the carpet and the friendly folks 
make me feel like we’re at Grandma’s house.  
The books are all used, so even after walking  
out with an armful, we’ve got change to spare.

Q&A

Annie Garrett 
Parent education faculty 
at South Seattle College

Where do you 
love to shop 

around the city?

Local game shops are on a roll with 
tournaments and family events once again

by DANIELLE HAYDEN/ photo by JOSHUA HUSTON

Doughnut?!) and ice 
creams and toppings. 

You can build kids’ 
addition and multi-

plication skills as you 
angle to double or 

triple your points. It’s 
like a math workout 

at an ice cream shop! 
Recommended for 

ages 5 to 10 and up.
3vibugo.com

Kids bring their cards 
and learn how to build decks 
and play games at Meeples 
Games’ Pokémon Training 
Camp on Sundays.
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Book Corner

Celebrating 
Black historytime, including at the free Friday 

Game Night Meet Up or at the 
BHG Board Game Challenge. The 
challenge is held monthly, with a 
different game each time. Prizes 
are awarded for participation 
and players earn points toward 
yearly challenge awards. (Win-
ners get their names on Blue 
Highway’s trophy wall!) 

As a bonus, Ginger — the 
owners’ dog — makes occasional 
appearances on-site.
q 2203 Queen Anne Ave. N.,  
bluehighwaygames.com

Meeples Games
The staff at Meeples Games is 

well incorporated into the gam-
ing community, and it includes  
experts in board games, collect-
ible card games and role-playing 
games, helping visitors to find 
a niche. This West Seattle staple 
features a café, in case visitors 
get hungry between moves, as 
well as the Meeples store — a re-
tail space specializing in a broad 
range of goods like board games, 
Pokémon cards, tabletop minia-
tures, toys and more. Families can 
come for tournaments or drop-in 

play, whether for Family Game 
Night or at any other time. 
Meeples events like Open D&D 
(Dungeons & Dragons, for the 
uninitiated), Star Wars/Marvel 
Night and Pokémon Training 
Camp are just a couple of the 
community favorites.
q 3727 California Ave. SW, 
Suite 2B, meeplesgames.com 

Tabletop Village
For both skilled Pokémon 

players and novices, Tabletop 
Village is the place to be. Mas-
ters are there to teach anyone 
willing to learn. Visitors can 
help build and modify decks, 
preparing for a casual game or 
more competitive play. On days 
with numerous participants, 
impromptu tournaments 
often take place. And kids 
can browse collectibles like 
Pokémon, Digimon, MetaZoo, 
Flesh and Blood and DBZ.

Regular tournaments 
happen on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Every Sunday is offi-
cially Family Day, but people 
are welcome to grab a table 
and play any time the doors 
are open. 

Tech-savvy Tabletop occa-
sionally streams players who 
want to be featured on Twitch, 
a live video-streaming service 

for gamers. Tabletop Village, 
which is BIPOC-owned and 
operated, connects to youth 
in the International District/
Chinatown community  
and beyond.
q616 8th Ave S.,  
tabletopvillage.com 

Mox Boarding House
At first glance, Ballard’s 

Mox Boarding House may 
seem like it’s only for adults, 
but it’s indeed family-friendly. 
You can play games at one of 
the restaurant’s long tables or 
reserve a private room. After 
being seated, guests are free 
to visit Card Kingdom next 
door to explore or to get a 
board game suggestion. Staff 
picks like Dragonwood, Fluxx 
and, of course, D&D can be 
played at the café, and cus-
tomers can purchase games 
and other merchandise, such 
as miniatures, paint and 
supplies, in the retail section. 
Mox has a full menu, which 
encourages famished families 
to stay for yet another round 
of play. Bonus: There’s an 
Eastside location, too (as well 
as a site in Portland).
q 5105 Leary Ave NW;  
13310 Bel-Red Road, Bellevue, 
moxboardinghouse.com

     Here are four new standout 
titles to enjoy and learn from, 

in celebration of Black History 
Month. With beautiful illustrations, 
they offer an opportunity to explore 
meaningful journeys through both 
the authors’ and illustrators’ eyes. 

— Rene Holderman, Children’s Book 
Buyer, Third Place Books

Dream Street 
by Tricia Elam Walker 
and Ekua Holmes
Dream Street shows a 
neighborhood through 
the kaleidoscopic lens 
of the inhabitants’ 
dreams. Based on au-
thor Tricia Elam Walk-
er’s and illustrator 
Ekua Holmes’ own ex-
periences as cousins 
growing up together, 
Dream Street is a delightful character 
exploration with richly vibrant art that 
will be sure to entertain.

Calvin
by JR and Vanessa Ford;  
illustrated by Kayla Harren
Written by LGBTQ+  
activists JR and Vanessa 
Ford, Calvin is the story 
of how young Calvin 
comes out as transgen-
der to his family and 
the world. It’s not only 
a story about being 
authentically yourself, 
but also an excellent teaching tool for 
best practices to help ease a childhood 
transition. Calvin is a great read for all.

The 1619 Project:  
Born on the Water 
by Nikole Hannah-Jones  
and Renée Watson; 
illustrated by Nikkolas Smith
Born on the Water is 
both poetic and educa-
tional. With captivat-
ing imagery, it’s the 
story of the Kingdom 
of Ndongo and how 
its people were 
kidnapped and forced 
aboard a slave ship. Told from the  
perspective of a young Black girl feeling 
unsure of how to represent her family 
tree, Born on the Water is a stunning 
telling of American history.

The Year We Learned to Fly
by Jacqueline Woodson;  
illustrated by Rafael López
The Year We Learned 
to Fly is about how 
a sister and brother 
deal with unfavorable 
circumstances with a 
trick taught to them 
by their grandma. The 
story draws inspi-
ration from African 
folklore brought over and passed down 
by the generations. 
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It’s not just 
what you learn 
but how.
The Northwest School offers a 
vibrant, intellectual home, a 
warm inclusive community, and 
a dynamic liberal arts education 
for grades 6-12 that prepares 
students to think critically, act 
compassionately, and believe 
they can have a positive impact 
on the world.

1415 Summit Avenue •• Seattle, WA 98122   206.682.7309

northwestschool.org


