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In Dubai, cultures meet and mingle,
resulting in a vibrant, multifaceted
destination perfect for travelers
combining business with pleasure.
Discover the charm of Dubai
through Dubai Expo 2020.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHRISTOPHER PIKE

WRITTEN BY NATASHA AMAR
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The Al Fahidi Historical Arabian Tea House is the
Neighbourhood retains the perfect place to discover
appearance of 19t century traditional Emirati cuisine.
Dubai. 4
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The Dubai Frame, located in glimpse into the future.

Dubai’s Zabeel Park, is the

. 5
largest frame in the world.
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Dubai’s oceanfront location
makes it an attractive holiday
destination.
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You can fly directly to Dubai with Korean Air.

A fishing, trading and pearl-diving village until
the 1960s, Dubai has since transformed into a
pioneering metropolis, boasting excellent infra-
structure, cosmopolitan culture and a society
built on religious tolerance. Its awe-inspiring
cityscape of engineering marvels — including
the Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest skyscraper
— is a culmination of the people’s ambition, in-
novation, creativity and determination.
Considering these qualities, there couldn’t be a
better city than Dubai to host Expo 2020, a
global event that has brought together 192
countries to find creative solutions for a better
tomorrow. The event — which kicked off on
October 1, 2021, and will continue until March
31,2022 — showcases innovations in science,
technology, architecture, culture and art, under
the theme Connecting Minds, Creating the Fu-
ture.

At the Expo’s Alif — The Mobility Pavilion, visi-
tors can experience incredible demonstrations
involving robots and drones and learn about
the UAE'’s space program. Speaking about Alif,
Marjan Faraidooni, chief experience officer of
Expo 2020 Dubai, says, “We are proud that this
must-see pavilion celebrates the Arab world as
a leading light in mobility across the ages,
changing perceptions of what this region has
achieved. We hope that visitors, especially
young Arabs, will leave this experience inspired
— realizing that anything is possible, motivated
to make a difference in our world and looking
with optimism to a future when we connect
and work together on a global scale.” Despite
such tempting exhibits, it's worth venturing
into the city to get a sense of Dubai’s heritage
in its oldest neighborhoods; experience its
melting pot of cultures through dining, art and
shopping; and gaze at the breathtaking skyline.
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Breakfast in a Courtyard Café
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At Al Fahidi Historical Neighbourhood,
labyrinthine alleyways run between

the oldest buildings in the city. Begin

at Arabian Tea House, in the courtyard
of a 1920s house decorated with

blue benches, wicker chairs and old
photographs. The Emirati breakfast tray
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is a worthy introduction to local cuisine,
offering balaleet, vermicelli flavored with
cardamom, cinnamon and saffron, and
topped with an omelet as well as chebab,
pancakes drizzled with date molasses.
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Step into the Coffee Museum to learn

=

about the significance of the beverage
and the related etiquette in local culture.
A few doors down, at XVA Art Hotel and
Café's art gallery, you can see the work of
renowned and emerging artists from the
Middle East. Then, walk through the old

Textile Souk to emerge at the Dubai Creek.

For just a dirham ($0.27), take a traditional
wooden boat across to the Spice Souk in
Deira. With the aromas of cinnamon and
cumin wafting through the market and
colorful mounds of turmeric and saffron
beckoning from stalls, it’s hard to decide
whether to be led by smell or sight.
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For lunch, head to award-winning Boca,
where Spanish-influenced dishes
dominate the menu. The restaurant uses
locally sourced, sustainable ingredients
such as Emirati kingfish and Dibba Bay
Oysters from the Gulf of Oman to create
fantastic seasonal dishes, and offers an
ala carte menu with delicious seafood
paella and grilled octopus.

Work it all off at Gate Avenue, where cool
boutiques sell high-end, custom-designed
shoes; jewelry by local designers; and
other unique products. At Raw Music
Store you can browse vintage and new
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vinyl records, including albums by Arab
artists. Next, sample French chocolate at
luxury Emirati chocolatier Makaw.
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Take in the 360° views of Palm Jumeirah,
the iconic manmade island shaped like
a palm tree, from The View at The Palm,
the new 240m-high observation deck
at The Palm Tower. Gazing at the island,
dotted with red-roofed villas and luxury

hotels and surrounded by the azure

Arabian Sea, it's impossible not to feel

a sense of Dubai's indomitable spirit. Walk
around the deck to spot other landmarks,
such as the Dubai Marina and the sail-
shaped Burj Al Arab.

CiEstHstet Ofojolo| A= PRI MLEE
XLt HPZ E2EA0 X2 | S T MY Z2 Hie|
TS 272 5 QUCE K A2 = 2202 |7}
AEIQE OhE TERIS ZEQILIE TAEIR
D20 HE AR QB|5 FHSHT] Z/07 k=t
EH 221717t R22| oM 0|2 S Lt AR
QIOMEX|E RECE

Kick back with a few sundowners under
arose-gold sunset sky at the outdoor
terrace of rooftop bar SoBe. The menu
features Latin American dishes, and the
vibe picks up as the evening progresses —
you won't regret staying longer than you

intended.
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