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All In Favor 
of Cannabis  
in Schools?

T H C  C A N  S TO P  A  K I D ’ S  S E I Z U R E  I N  I T S  T R A C K S .

I S  T H AT  E N O U G H  F O R  A M E R I C A’ S  S C H O O L 

SY S T E M S  TO  A D D  I T  TO  T H E I R  M E D I C I N E  C A B I N E T S ?

A

By Mattie Schuler

cross America, school nurses guard locked medicine 
cabinets containing all manner of hard-hitting phar-
maceuticals. Equipped with everything from methyl-
phenidate to epinephrine to glucose injections, they 
stand ready to inject drugs that can save lives—but  
often leave kids zonked out.

Ben Wann, a fit 18-year-old from Highlands 
Ranch, Colorado, is one of those students. At 
three years old, Ben began having seizures and 
was later diagnosed with a rare genetic-form of 
epilepsy, GRIN2A, that left him suffering from  
dozens of seizures a year, from drop attacks to tonic 
clonic seizures. Thirty-three percent of people don’t  
respond at all to pharmaceuticals, but the prescrip-
tions sort of worked for Ben. They stopped his seizures 
but made him violent and non-communicative. 

Eventually, Ben’s mother, Amber Wann, decided to 
stop all pharmaceuticals.

Ben went nine months seizure-free, until they re-
turned with greater intensity and frequency. That’s 
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Medical marijuana 
may help children with 
seizures, epilepsy, and 
autism. The process 
to obtain a MMJ card 
for a minor differs by 
state, but most include 
many safeguards. 

To start, both the mi-
nor and primary care-
giver must be state 
residents. The minor 
must have a qualifying 
medical condition. The 
caregiver must be 18 
or 21 years old, de-
pending on location. 
Each caregiver must 
apply and register 
with the state.

For some states, one 
healthcare profes-
sional’s recommen-
dation is enough; 
for others, two are 
required. Case in 
point: Colorado. 
There, a minor needs 
to see two physicians, 
one of whom must 
be a board-certified 
pediatrician, family 
physician, or child 
and adolescent psy-
chiatrist.

Once you’ve sub-
mitted all forms and 
certifications and the 
caregiver has been 
approved, he or she is 
legally able to buy and 
provide medical mari-
juana for the child.

when Amber decided to try mitigating 
Ben’s condition with a few drops of a 
high-CBD Charlotte’s Web tincture.

It worked. He’s been seizure-free—
and side effect-free—for more than four 
years, but Amber knows it’s not a cure: 
the seizures could recur at any moment.

And when they do, there’s really just 
one anti-seizure drug that he’s not al-
lergic to that could stop them in their 
tracks: CannatolRX. Like an EpiPen, the  
emergency nasal spray can be a lifesav-
ing spray. But unlike an EpiPen, a stu-
dent who brings CannatolRX to school 
risks suspension or, worse, expulsion.

Why? It contains 5mg THC.
Colorado, an early adopter of medi-

cal marijuana thanks to young pioneers 
like the late Charlotte Fiji (page TK), 
passed a bill in 2016 that allowed pri-
mary caretakers to drive to school to ad-
minister medical marijuana for condi-
tions like seizures, epilepsy, and autism 
spectrum disorder. But Amber works 
15 minutes from his school and—even  
assuming she got notification immedi-
ately—wouldn’t make it in time.

That’s why Colorado passed a 2018 
law, proposed by Colorado Represen-
tative Dylan Roberts, allowing school 
districts to designate school personnel 
to administer medical, non-smokable 
cannabis. Trouble is, Ben’s school dis-
trict chose to opt out due to marijuana’s 
status as a Schedule 1 drug under federal 
law, according to links provided by a dis-
trict spokesperson. Dr. Thomas Tucker, 
Douglas County School District superin-
tendent, was not available for comment.

Families like Ben’s are faced with 
three options: Send their child to school 
and hope they have a seizure-free day, 
relocate to a more progressive school 
district, or homeschool their children.

For Karen Quanbeck, Colorado’s 
Clear Creek School District superin-
tendent, opting in was the only choice.

“We asked ourselves, what’s the very 
best thing to do for our kids?” she 
said. “Without this policy, [these kids] 
would be homeschooled or wouldn’t be 
able to access the school.” 

And so far there’s been zero prob-
lems. “We have had absolutely no bad 
consequences come of it in those two 
school districts,” Representative Rob-
erts said. “We are showing that there is 
nothing to be afraid of.”

The health benefits largely outweigh 

Get Carded
How to register your 
kid for MMJ.

any feared risks. Ben’s 100% reduction 
in seizures is a compelling example of 
that. But scientific studies also lend cre-
dence. In a double-blind, placebo-con-
trol trial with 225 patients, The New En-
gland Journal of Medicine found that 
10–20mg CBD reduced the frequency of 
atonic seizures, where a person suddenly  
loses muscle tone and drops.

Early research shows that cannabis 
potentially has the ability to help con-
trol seizures by influencing the body’s 
central nervous system, specifically 
the endocannabinoid system and its 
receptors. Scientists believe cannabis 
may prevent seizures by decreasing the 
release of excitatory neurotransmitters.

Research related to cannabis and au-
tism is less abundant, though still pos-
itive. A 2019 study by Scientific Reports 
found that cannabis use in patients 
with autism spectrum disorder appears 
to be a safe and effective option with 
little-to-no side effects. Of 188 patients 
that used a cannabis oil containing 30% 
CBD and 1.5% THC, 30% of the patients 
reported significant improvement after 
six months of use. Fifty-three percent 
reported a moderate improvement. 

America may be shifting toward a 
politically greener landscape, but the 
jury is still out on whether that in-
cludes children. Colorado Represen-
tative Kevin Van Winkle and Colorado 
State Senator Chris Holbert are trying 
to change that with a proposed bill 
that would make it mandatory for 
state schools to store and administer 
emergency medicine.

In January, Senator Holbert, along 
with Ben Wann and his parents, asked 
the Senate why students are still being 
discriminated against for the use of 
cannabis-based medicine. 

“How can we stand by as one or more 
school boards decide which student 
lives and which might die?” he asked.

Early research shows that cannabis 
potentially has the ability to help 
control seizures by influencing the 
body’s central nervous system,  
specifically the endocannabinoid 
system and its receptors. 
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