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Just a stone’s throw from the swanky alpine 
hot-spot of St. Moritz, the charming village of 

Pontresina harbours one of Switzerland’s 
finest examples of understated luxury 

A L P I N E  E S C A P E

he Engadine 
Valley in Switzerland’s 
largest and most eastern 
canton of Graubünden is one 
of the highest populated valleys 
in Europe, extending over 80 
kilometres. The so-called Upper and 
Lower Engadines are split into two 
sections, linked by the approximately 
300-year-old Punt’Ota Bridge. Lush green 
valleys, crystal-clear mountain lakes, alpine 

prairies and snow-capped summits rendezvous handsomely to 
orchestrate the allure of the Upper Engadine, where Pontresina 
is situated. A quasi-poetic counterpart to the overbold nearby St. 
Moritz, the small alpine village’s charm lies in the architectural 
blend of fine old traditional houses and their typical “sgraffito” 
decorated walls from the 17th and 18th centuries, along with 
elegant Belle Epoque-style buildings.

One such building, the Grand Hotel Kronenhof, presides 
magnificently over the town and the valley below. A remnant of old-
world elegance, the grand hotel founded in 1848 lays at an altitude 
of 1,800 metres, surrounded by pine forests and a picture-perfect 
alpine panorama. Welcoming generations of guests to its hushed 
interiors, the Kronenhof is an institution in its own right. For over 
170 years, it has stood proudly as a dignified landmark catering for 
those in search of luxury of the more genteel variety. 

This summer, the Grande Dame of alpine luxury has completed 
a comprehensive facelift, courtesy of none other than hotel 
interior guru Pierre-Yves Rochon. The gradual renovation 
unveils a harmonious dialogue between the building’s storied 
exterior and the now sumptuous but never brash interiors. 
The majestic lobby lounge, with its ceiling frescoes 
completed by Otto Haberer in the early 1900s and fully 
restored today, reflects the glory of a bygone era in Neo-
Baroque style. At the same time, Rochon’s 
contemporaneity fuses seamlessly with the 
structure’s original grandeur: Original Eames 
chairs are paired with bespoke Knoll sofas, 
and light blues and greys mingle softly, 
not distracting from the striking 
panoramic vistas of the iconic 
surrounding landscape.

Adjacent to the 

The picture-perfect 
hotel exterior

T
Charming old-world interiors 

meet modern luxury

An alpine panorama 
at the Grand Hotel 

Kronenhof
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lobby, the Kronenhof Bar’s upgrade is 
more daring, maintaining only the boiserie 

and the coffered ceiling, while the walls come to 
life in deep reds and blues that find themselves 

reflected on the furnishings. A statement chandelier 
hangs proudly above the centre of the space, while a 

carpet with bold oversized patterns and bright colours adds 
an extra spark to the interior. However, the real pièce de 

résistance is the smoker’s lounge tucked away at the end of the 
grand hallway, hosting a humidor and extending into an opaquely 

lit space with the highborn airs of a British gentleman’s club. 
The multi-year renovation has also spilled over to the hotel’s 

spacious suites, where Rochon opted for two distinctive calm and 
soothing colour palettes that reflect the local landscape. One route 

explores beige and terracotta tones that echo the paints used on 
traditional local houses, while another integrates differing shades of 

blue inspired by the colours of the sunny blue skies and lakes for which 
the Swiss Alps are known. “There are details that make a stay in any 
hotel room more pleasant,” Rochon says, “a practical entry area, 
comfortable bathrooms, a generous dressing space, the light, the framing 
of the view. I have designed these new rooms at the Kronenhof like 
private apartments.” The end result is a perfect synergy between grand 
hotel and modern alpine living. 

Back downstairs, the neo-baroque refinement of the Grand Restaurant 
with its vaulted ceilings, a riot of stuccoes and frescoes and palatial 
furniture reminds guests that this is a place of proud and grand 
traditions. Around the corner, Kronenstübli, the hotel’s much-awarded 
gourmet restaurant, is a more intimate affair. The stone pine-panelled 
walls and ceilings, true to alpine traditions, create a rustic elegance, 
while the wood used for the parquet flooring was salvaged from 
previous renovations. Famous for its “canard à la presse”, this is a 

must-stop for culinary connoisseurs.
A state-of-the-art spa awaits guests for the all-important 

R&R, spread across 2,000 square metres, including various 
saunas, Turkish baths, a Kneipp path, fitness rooms, a 

vast array of premium treatments and a private spa 
suite for the ultimate in pampering privacy – alpine 

vistas included. 
Rendering five-star service without being 
pompous, the Grand Hotel Kronenhof skilfully 

accomplishes the intricate balance between 
honouring tradition and navigating the 

needs of 21st-century travellers. 

The Grand Hotel 
Kronenhof is an institution 

in its own right

The hotel’s impressive 
interiors are beaten 

only by its spectacular 
alpine surrounds
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