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For Belfair resident Amber 
Bretzman, agricultural education is 
her calling. A single mother and Navy 
veteran, Bretzman travels through-
out the state, helping animals on in-
dependent farms. Through her work, 
Bretzman also educates new farmers 
about animal care. 

But earlier this year, Bretzman’s 
trailer, containing the equipment nec-
essary to operate her business, was 
stolen. Through community support, 
Bretzman has gradually recuperated 
her losses and continue her mission 
of agricultural support and education 
for independent homestead farms 
throughout the Pacific Northwest. 

A poultry processing job Moth-
er’s Day Weekend is what brought 
Bretzman to Centralia. While stay-
ing overnight at a motel in prepara-
tion for an early-morning poultry-
processing gig, Bretzman walked out 
of her motel room and discovered her 
trailer, containing equipment for her 
entire business, was gone. 

“It was really a devastating blow 
because it was just over $10,000 in 
gear and equipment that was inside 
of the trailer,” said Bretzman. “So, it 
was three years of work building up 

to that point.” 
Bretzman’s empty trailer was 

eventually recovered, but the rest of 
her equipment was never found. 

The week following the theft, 
Bretzman attempted to recoup equip-
ment losses so she could return to 
work. There were no security cameras 
at the motel where Bretzman stayed, 
and no leads on who stole her trail-
er. She says her insurance company 
found multiple technicalities to avoid 
replacing her equipment. 

Bretzman’s equipment theft 
threatened to end her business if she 
couldn’t replace her tools and take on 
new jobs. Without work, Bretzman 
said she considered the possibility 

of losing her farm, because the theft 
took place at the height of her busy 
season.

 “The summer pays for the fall and 
winter, basically,” said Bretzman.

Hearing of Bretzman’s trailer 
theft, the agricultural community of 
Mason County stepped in to replace 
a portion of Bretzman’s equipment, 
allowing her to return to some of her 
work within a week of the theft. 

“It’s been really tough, but it’s also 
been really grounding, humbling and 
I don’t even have the words to express 
the gratitude I feel for the communi-
ty that has come around me and my 
business in the fallout of this,” said 
Bretzman.

Bretzman says she has received 
help from friendly faces, such as her 
poultry processing mentor, who do-
nated a scalding tool. She also was 
sent equipment from individuals 
across the country who heard about 
her story, including a woman in Mary-
land who sent Bretzman a shearing 
hand piece. Support also came in the 
form of a GoFundMe page and fellow 
shearing veterans brought Bretzman 
in on extra jobs she wouldn’t have 
otherwise had. Bretzman says the 
donations and support she received 
from community members is what 
saved her business and her spirit 
while dealing with the aftermath of 
the theft.

“It was super uplifting to know 
these guys have my back,” said 
Bretzman. 

Though her business and equip-
ment aren’t what they were before the 
theft, Bretzman is able to resume her 
traveling agricultural business and is 
working toward total recuperation.

“Every time I go and grab a tool, 
and it’s like, ‘oh, someone sent this 
to me and donated it to me,’ and it’s 
still encouraging, you know,” said 
Bretzman. “It keeps you going for-
ward, because you’re like, people care 
enough about this service to want it 
to continue to happen.”

By Molly Walsh
molly@masoncounty.com

North Mason Resources provides services as di-
verse as the situations of the clients served. 

Occupying a former medical building and hous-
ing several agencies under one roof in Belfair, North 
Mason Resources is expanding those services by in-
troducing the Foundational Community Supports 
(FCS) program. 

Administered by Amerigroup, the statewide FCS 
program enables nonprofits to work one-on-one with 
eligible clients to find housing and employment. 

The issues North Mason Resources clients face 
are often multi-faceted, and the organization’s menu 
of services includes immediate needs and long-term 
support, including hygiene products, veteran servic-
es and to mental health counseling. 

“That’s what we’re really about here, is help-
ing people,” said Jessica Lea, coordinated entry  

Community rallies around theft victim
“It’s been really tough, but it’s also been re-

ally grounding, humbling and I don’t even 
have the words to express the gratitude I feel 
for the community that has come around me 

and my business in the fallout of this.”
Amber Bretzman, business owner

Foundational Community Supports is a statewide program new to North Mason Resources. FCS in 
Belfair will enable North Mason Resources staff to further help clients with housing and employ-
ment needs. Herald photo by Molly Walsh
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specialist at North Mason Re-
sources. “Because it doesn’t mat-
ter who you are, where you come 
from, what your problem is, what 
we want is to help. We want to 
make things better.”

Housing and employment 
support already account for a 
significant portion of the services 
provided in North Mason Re-
sources’ workload. The addition 
of the FCS program is a supple-
ment to the organization’s hous-
ing and employment programs 
already in place. To qualify for 
FCS, applicants must qualify 
for Medicaid. Other factors for 
qualification include chronic 
homelessness or frequent stays 
in adult residential care. 

Current housing and employ-
ment programs that the non-
profit uses mainly focus on finan-
cial aid for qualified clients, but 
don’t allow staff ample time to 
sit down with clients for person-
al support. The new program will 
allow North Mason Resources 
staff more time with clients and 
enable more personal assistance 
for paperwork, such as rental ap-
plications and resume work.

 “We have lot of clients that 
are eligible for it that we’re al-
ready working with,” said Lea. 
“It’s just this way, we are able 

to utilize the case management 
funds that the program provides 
in order to better support our cli-
ents.” 

The FCS will supplement the 
already implemented Rapid Re-
housing program. That program 
aids with housing relocation, 
stabilization and financial assis-
tance for families and individu-
als who are homelessness. 

 “It has a very specific goal,” 
said Lea. “Whereas, with the 
FCS, it’s not about getting them 
off the streets, getting them into 
a place as fast as you can, fill out 
applications and you’re done. It’s 
more of, let me hold your hand, 
walk you through this process. 
I’m here for you to help you un-
derstand what’s going on and to 
let you know what services are 
available.”

The aim of the housing por-
tion of Foundational Community 
Supports is for clients to find 
stable, affordable, independent 
housing and in the process, pro-
viding more individual attention 
to clients. This support includes 
longer appointments with a case 
manager where clients can set 
goals, learn how to sign a lease, 
find housing and practice inde-
pendent-living skills.  

Expanding on North Mason 
Resources’ employment services, 
the support program also allows 

North Mason Resources staff to 
spend more time with clients 
seeking permanent employment 
and help clients increase their 
employability. The support pro-
gram can gives time for the non-
profit’s staff to assist with job ap-
plications, creating resumes and 
cover letters, and connecting cli-
ents with further education and 
training.

Another advantage is that the 
new program expands North Ma-
son Resource’s reach — it goes 
beyond Mason County’s border. 
North Mason Resources is the 
only social service organization 
of its kind in North Mason, and 
now it will give South Kitsap 
County clients that same atten-
tion. 

Steve Abels, the director of 
North Mason Resources, said the 
Foundational Community Sup-
ports has no geographical bound-
aries, unlike other programs 
housed under North Mason Re-
sources.   

“Anybody that walks in here, 
whether you’re homeless, wheth-
er you’re a veteran, whether you 
have domestic violence, we treat 
everyone exactly the same,” said 
Abels. “You’re going to get some 
water, you’re going to get some 
compassion and by the time you 
leave, if you’re not laughing, we 
haven’t done our job.” 

Support: More individual attention
continued from page A-19

I moved to Mason County in March 1989. 
After a year driving through the coun-
ty, I learned several things. One, it is a 

very large county and two, there is water 
everywhere. Lakes, rivers, creeks, the larg-
est fjord in North America, Puget Sound 
and the list continues. It’s a great place to 
live if you like to fish, crab, pursue water 
sports and go boating. 

One of my favorite things to do every 
July was to attend the annual Chris Craft 
Rendezvous in Port Orchard. I learned 
about it while I was attending the farmers 
market on the waterfront.

Typically 50 to 80 Chris Craft boats arrive and 
moor at the marina for four days. The best thing 
about this event is that it’s free.

One can walk the docks and look at all of the 
boats and visit with owners.

This year was special to me because in February I 
purchased a 1968 30-foot Chris Craft Crusader. She 

is made of mahogany and is a classic. 
Never owning a Chris Craft, I had lots of 

questions. It has twin Chevy 327 engines.
In getting to know it, I realized it does 

has no fuel gauge. My friend that sold it 
to me said “sure there is,” and went to the 
helm. After checking it over, she said, “I 
hate it when you are right.”

In reading through all of my original 
literature on this boat, it mentions that 
included with the boat was a fuel measur-
ing stick. I said “What?” I searched the 
internet and really did not find what I 

wanted. The good news is all of the old Chris Crafts 
at the rendezvous had fuel gauges. I received several 
teachings on how to use them. I am no longer blind 
in this area thanks to the wonderful people who also 
own Chris Crafts at this event.

There are so many fun summer events in and 
around Mason County.

Keep on floating.

30th annual Chris Craft Rendezvous

By CLYDENE 
HOSTETLER

The 30th annual Chris Craft Rendezvous was 
July 11-14 in Port Orchard. Herald photo by 
Clydene Hostetler

Sand Hill Elementary fifth-graders honored
Sand Hill Elementary School fifth-graders were honored for their achievements June 18 at a ceremony at 

the Belfair school.
The President’s Award for Educational Excellence for the 2018-19 school year was awarded to fifth-

graders Sawyer Boad, Brayden Buxman, Marlenne Chay-Chacaj, Dustin Kurz, Abigail Lugo, Olivia Musson, 
Anders Oldright, Carter Schreier, Kingston Serebryakov, Annabelle Stacey, Madden Stone and Bradley Wil-
liams.

To be eligible, a student must score in the 85th percentile or higher in either math or reading in a stan-
dardized test, earn a GPA of 90 on a 100-point scale for classroom work, and/or receive a recommendation 
from a teacher and one other staff member.

The President’s Award for Educational Achievement was awarded to Savannah Bond-Betancur, Cady 
Butler, Matthew Cherry, Francia Gaspar Castaneda, Danielle Larkin, Scarlett Morrison, Olivia Nygard, 
Francisca Rafael-Garcia, Brandon Reed, Annalee Stinson and Isabella Wilmoth.

The award recognizes students who show outstanding educational growth, improvement, commitment or 
intellectual development in their academic subjects.
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