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A man was held by law against the distribution of condoms to gay men, and sadly, he could 

not find a lawyer to represent him. Sexual orientation is indeed not a matter of choice but innate. 

It cannot be criminalized by calling it 'unnatural'. One must have the right to privacy and must 

be allowed to make the decisions of his/her personal life rather than the constant interference 

of the bourgeois. I regret to say that despite all the developments, society has indeed regressed 

in a manner where the LGBTQ community is regarded as inhuman, which has led to mental 

health disturbances, physical abuse (suffered by the members of the LGBTQ+ community) as 

well as many aggressive scenarios like suicides. 

One recent reform made by the government was to decriminalize homosexuality under section 

377 of the Indian Penal Code which stated that whoever voluntarily had carnal intercourse 

against the order of nature with any man, woman or animal would be punished with 

imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend 

to ten years, and would also be liable to fine.  

This section was criminalizing a sexual minority. It contrasted the rights to equality and dignity 

on the terms of sex. The court, after giving its verdict, clarified that section 377 would continue 

to govern 'non-consensual penile non-vaginal sex’ and ‘penile non-vaginal sex’ involving 

minors. 



Let's first talk about the views of the mass regarding it.  

Dipak Misra, the former Chief Judge of India classified this section as irrational, 

incomprehensible and that which fetters the rights to equality for the LGBTQ+ community. 

After stating, “Gay sex is not a crime”, Justice Indu Malhotra said that society owes an apology 

to the LGBTQ+ community. 

The relief to the LGBTQ community is like a valentine. The faith and support the government 

received on this verdict are massive.  

Samarpan Maiti, the second runner-up of Mr Gay World 2018, said that it is like getting 

"released from a dark jail."  

Shashi Tharoor, a member of Parliament, Lok Sabha showed his support to the community 

saying, "In this country, we've allowed the government to interfere in private lives of people to 

discriminate against people on the basis of sexual orientation, but SC stood up for equal 

treatment of citizens." 

While the list of supporters goes high, there are some who disagree with this amendment. The 

opposition was led by Christian groups and community members who said that the Central 

Government has taken a U-turn on the issue. They claimed that a person cannot be born with a 

certain sexual orientation and that it is not supported by science. 

A few Trust God Ministries stated that changes in Section 377 will cause the spread of sexual 

diseases like AIDS/HIV etc. 

Moreover, marriages have been playing a key role in the 'conversion' of sexuality by the Indian 

Society. A Government functionary said that decriminalization of the same-sex Act was fine 

but the government would oppose any demands of legalizing same-sex marriage.  

According to Arun Kumar, RSS Spokesperson, same-sex marriages are not compatible with 

the laws of nature.  

So far, the news has had quite mixed responses from all sections of the society – from it being 

called ‘unnatural’ to being considered a much-needed change. Despite the reforms, will the 

Indian society be accepting enough for the community? It’s time to wait and watch, but not to 

stay silent! 


